Z6th November 1968

in Russaan-Poland a‘s 1t waa then.

My father was a dealer in tlmber, horses and cattle, on behalf

—of the local Pohsh g(,ntry, but as .in the course of his carcer

he.:im‘:_'u" '_ed a ]ar&,e nnmbor oi' béd debts he died a poor man,

e h"sd a.fannly of Plght children of whom I wns the youngest,

At the turn of the century economic conditions were very bad

in Poland as a result of which there was considerable enng,r,lhon
to I nglnnd and America, Of the family of eight, my three
brothers and three ‘mslqrs erni“érated to England and my eldest
sister and myself were Elcft to look after our invalid mother.

At this time 1 was thirteen years old, and in letters which |
received from my Vbrothizrs in England I was advised to become
capprentice to a taiior, and to learn the trade with the object of
coming to England at a later date,

Having followed their instrl.actions I eventually arrived in

London in 1905 and started to work for my brother Solomon

who had been in Engiand about ten years, and who had his own
workshop in th Fast End, making up garments as a sub-contractor
for wholasale mantle m;'mufm:tuférs in the City,

‘1t is ‘orﬁmoﬂ knowlcdge that the wo'rking conditions at this time
were very poor, and the workmg hours exceedingly Iong We
'worked a mx ‘day week ‘and the hours were from seven in the

mormng untll ten at mght
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wluch became progressively worse.

~

u_c.ccs fuliy in 1946, wince when I have been

In 190? one of my work natea emlgrated to New York and wrote me

glowmg accounts of cor chtmns' t]wre, ’md ur;)mg me to 30111 him,

Being e1&,ht(..f=n years old. and umnarried at the hme, it scemed the

nbht t}nng, fo do. 1 travelled by ship to New York under the most

mwerable conditlonq, and having arrived there found th.)t there was

an CLOHOIT]IC cr:s1s owing to the imminence of the Presidential

'; oivvhon, as-a. resu]t of which there was a large number of unemployed,
ao that for evéry Job that was advprtmod there were hundroeds of

pt ople btandmg on hno outside the factory gdtLS at six o'clock in the

"-.mormng. f‘vontually afte a]trymg period of influenza, and shortage
of money, I sucqecded in finding a job as a machine operator in the

garment tra.de,' onlly to find but_ that the standard of workmanship and

o skill was 1ﬁgcﬁ hi‘ghef"there than in London, and as I had only had a
few years in the.trade I could scarcel{r compete,

Myrsister ih Liondon sent me a ticket and on my return the conditions

which I had prevmusly found .50 onerous seemed so very much easic

.

and 1 was cxnploytd by my brothcr at a regu]ar wape of thirty shillings

1

pcr wcck _ h1.c _'\;vas qulte good at the time.

the workshop and to open ‘a retail fashion shop., He wanted £100 for

his interest and havmg discussed the matter with the late Mr, W.J. Ellis




tock cutter we managed to scr‘lpo togethor

coﬁéciehtionsly; to u11d up a* reputatmn for good w::rkmanblnp and we

managed to a_eeumulate difew hundra_d pounds as a result of our fforts.

On the outbreak.-o war itgbecqme obv1ons that lar je quantities of

umforms would he 1'Jequ1r d 50 we apphed to Glanfields who were large
government contractors, _and were g1ven small sub- contracts by them,

H(wmp workcd on the subucontracts for the first eighteen months of the
a_r:and ‘as the overwhelraing demand for UIlIfOl'n’lb tapered off, we then

turned to our normdl type of sub-contracting, Ladies Costumes and

Coats. It was only natural that Mr, Ellis and my self should look
Iorward to a tlme when we ‘could manufacture the barmente on our own
account mstead of sub Contractlng, but this would 1nvolve the purchase
“_of rnatermls_,;;szxte11d1ng cred1t to customers for which at the't1m'e we did
not have finaﬁrce available, My brother eventually agreed to provide
‘the fmance and to become a partner in the flrrn but due to his health he
.jwould only commlt himself to puf in as much tnne as his health would
p’ermxt into the runmng of the business, - We gradually built up quite a
sound business and a fair working capital, After the end of the war we
czded that we would need larger premises and arranged to lease three-
floors in'a buxldmg wh1ch was belng constructed in Whitechapel and we
1in 1920,

extlle mdustry W1th the result that cloths whmh were belng sold for £1

oc(,upl ed thes Just at this time there was a slump in the

.
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_,0 ~mahagersh1p bedame such that my broiher who had

(o ame 1nt'\ the!busingss 'a'nd my son Davy followed sult It was rather

these.young peopl ‘came mto the busmuss at this t1me

fortunate hat.

becau.s'e in: 1927 rny pﬂrtner Mr= '}'ulhs had a very severe oper*thon as a’

rue blllt of_wlnch he was‘ unable to rontmue and sold hlS shale in the business
'__.—[‘;to my hrother and myself for £ 16, 000 and £30 per wm,k for life,
qUnfurtunat ly Mr.Ellis died in the following year, In ille meantime the
:'gﬂrtnerslnp had i;een conver ted into a Private Limited Company the
'f‘dareutors of whxch wcre rny Brother myself and our two sons.

In 1928 we ag,’nn found that we had outgrown the exwtmg premises and
,-_.“j“bought a newly construc‘ted hctory at Commercml Street E.1, of 20,000
_"."square feet for £24 ‘000, At this time we could n'ot have envisaged that
we r‘ould ever fully occupy these premises but’ sure enough we had to buy
"addlt:onal premlbes in St, Mary Street, ¥,1., doubling the space that we

: ‘_-occupmd ' Durmg this time my nephew David Cannon joined the company

‘and we were contmuously expanding from year to year so that in

_NOVember 1936 we formed a public company and were able to show ten

: yf‘ars of steady proflt growth }eadmg to a figure of £28, 000 in 1936

At the tame of the pubhc 1asue the 5/ shares were offered

o



Ant1c1pat1ng the bOmbmg whlch

anufactu -mg' in London.

'productlon to Luton and also the remalmng staff,

‘ '*.The London premises
§Ve_rc partly bembed and these were reinstated after the' war, At the end of

the war: we dec1ded to keep the Luton production going qnd also reinstated

'all our Lo‘ndon produotlon 50 th'ﬂ: in 1947 we madc our first acquisition of
Iaura Lee Frocks lelted The 5/ shares had re ached a peak of
65/~ and the profats had topped the £150, 000 mark, B o
' L'mna Lee Frocks ‘j.v_as under the management of my younger son William :
who then joined the;Board of the Par‘cnt f‘oh{pény' The main board now
consxsted of myself as Chairman and Joint Managmg Direct, my nephew
David- as Jomt Managmg D1rector, my sons Davy and William and my

: nophew Dav»d Sannon, My brother Solomon who I 1'eferred to as my
partner earlier and who suffered frozn il health, pabsed away in 1933

and I was very fortunate in having the sccond g(’ne ration coming into the

“business and helpmg to pdl‘f.lClpatO in its growth,

I‘.rom 194? to 1957 eaw a Iurther rate of growth culmmatmg in the

: Cquis1tion of Dereta'(London) Ltd ar;d Rembrandt Dresses lelted for

v\“’

'Ihese compames products were extremely

a copsid.eratm of £1

nown to the‘publmland Mr, L ‘Ritter and Mr.J. thter _}omed our

Board.’thus strengthening' 1t still further, -'As a result of these acquisitions

'.the proflts which were. £269 000 in 1956 rose to £634 00 in 1959 and scrip

A

; sues were. made raismg the ordmary share capxtal from £175 000 to

-5‘.470" 000 and the shares havmg been sub-divided into 1/- units these now



'on Ltd .of L 1cebter 1n 1959, 'md Dukes & Markus Ltd




