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‘Inspirational,” ‘erudite,” ‘pioneering,’ ‘versatile,” ‘eccentric,” and, of course, ‘witty,” are just
some of the words used to describe the late Christie Davies, who was Professor Emeritus at
Reading University in the United Kingdom. Christie was a pillar of humor studies and the
International Society for Humor Studies (ISHS) and was a respected contributor and reviewer
for HUMOR: International Journal of Humor Research. He is best-known for his work on
jokes and their targets: ethnic jokes, political jokes, lawyer jokes, religious jokes, mother-in-
law jokes; for using comparative methodology and analyzing jokes as social facts; and for
viewing jokes as thermometers rather than thermostats of a society — he argued jokes may be
able to criticize a society, but they will not lead to societal change. He inspired humor studies
students to follow his example by formulating hypotheses and creating falsifiable theories
and continuing to develop ideas in the light of new information.

This Special Issue of HUMOR: International Journal of Humor Research serves to honor,
and celebrate, the extensive contributions Christie made to humor studies, social sciences,
academia more broadly, and beyond. Although it would be foolish to think anyone, or
anything, could match Christie’s intellectual prowess, our aim here has been to capture the
spirit of Christie by bringing together a varied mix of contributions from his colleagues,
friends and students. Furthermore, this Special Issue complements the earlier In Memoriam
Special Issue of the European Journal of Humour Research (2018). There is no way to give
an exhaustive insight into all aspects and ideas that Christie was famous for, nor to provide
enough space to all his admires in a single special issue (and perhaps not even in a series of
volumes on his work), but we hope this Special Issue gives a flavor of Christie’s interests and
influences.

Christie was the most well-travelled person anyone could meet, and his knowledge and
expertise crossed disciplinary boundaries, therefore we have drawn together contributors
from across the globe (e.g. United Kingdom, America, Japan, Italy, Poland, Greece) and from
different disciplinary perspectives (e.g. folklore, sociolinguistics, linguistics, philosophy,
American literature and culture, translation studies). Christie had a unique status as renowned
academic, and close friend, of humor scholars, and as someone who impacted those both
within and outside the academy in equal measure. To reflect this, contributions include
traditional scholarly articles on topics that Christie was as expert in (Elliott Oring, Hannah
Baldwin, Jan Chovanec, Dorota Brzozowska and Wtadystaw Chtopicki, Villy Tsakona and
Argiris Archakis, Holger Kersten), more personal reflections on Christie’s work and
influences (Delia Chiaro, Giacinto Palmieri, Goh Abe, and a group of authors representing
the International Summer School for Humour Studies where Christie was a longstanding
lecturer), and a bibliography of Christie’s impressive and all-encompassing publications from
academic articles through to arts reviews (Moira Marsh).

Christie Davies will be missed by the International Society for Humor Studies, readers of
HUMOR: International Journal of Humor Research, and everyone who had the pleasure of



meeting or working with Christie. We hope that through this Special Issue his work will
continue to influence and shape humor studies and inspire future generations of humor
studies scholars.
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