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Popular view of genocide



Indigenous Peoples and Genocide



Indigenous Peoples and Direct Physical
Destruction

— ‘conditions of life’,
—environmental destruction and pollution,
—lack of access to life sustaining resources such as clean water etc

=— and not occuring in a neat compacted timeframe e.g. Rwanda 1994



Indigenous Peoples and Genocide



Lemkin's cocept: inherently linked to colonisation



Lemkin’s Unpublished Work



_emkin on Culture



| emkin: More concerned with loss
of culture



|_oss of future contributions



Destruction of a nation



Most important part of the Convention



Focus on mass killing misses the point



Genocide or a Crimes Against Humanity?



Genos as social figuration



Cultural Change or Cultural Genocide?



Lemkin: Colonialism was inherently genocidal

Unpublished 'history of genocide'.
Chapters on
Spanish colonization of the Americas

British in Tasmania



A Logic of Elimination



Industrial ‘Externalities’ as Genocide

—Pollution
—and environmental degradation leading to cultural erosion.



Alberta Tar Sands
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Alberta Tar Sands




‘“Tailing Ponds’




Tar Sands: Physical and Cultural Destruction



Intent: Knowledge and Foresight



Tar Sands VV Mikisew Cree:a Battle for Survival?



Conclusion: Why Genocide

Not a matter of simply labeling certain behaviors and effects -
genocide concept is an analytical tool

Just because the legal definition was politically narrowed does not
mean we should avoid using the concept when the method is primarily
cultural

Genocide as an inherently colonial process is a growing field of study
— see Moses, Zimmerer, Schaller, Docker etc

It emphasises what is at stake for Ips — survival as distinct peoples

Ips themselves use the term as an accurate expression of their
experience as colonized peoples



Bartolome Clavero Salvador (SR-PF 10™" session report):
'new crime of genocide against Ips'.

UNDRIP Art 7:2 Ips ...'shall not be subjected to any act of genocide'.
NB no restriction on methods.

However, right not to suffer cultural genocide was deleted from final
version with the clear intention to weaken criminal protection

And yet, the rights which must be protected are set out in the
Declaration itself — forced assimilation or destruction of culture Art 8: 1

They have not dissapeared simply because the reference to a
method of genocide was removed.



Conclusion

Arguably the unrestricted use of ‘genocide' in DRIPS allows us to
Invoke its original meaning with culture at its heart

Indeed we ignore Lemkin's definition of genocide, as wide ranging and
as

Inherently linked with colonialism, at our peril.

In his autobiography, Lemkin wrote:

After a war is lost, a nation may rebuild its technical and financial
resources, and may start a new life. But those who have been
destroyed in genocide have been lost for ever. While the losses
of war can be repaired, the losses of genocide are irreparable.
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