.5'-”' ;:G in md

ney intexresd

AT -
L LN {NadE

SeVers

Pf, N : -~ = ]?) -
) ’

JAMES 54 !LE\/'

« geventy-fift th year and blessed with & £00
vigh to write of events and regollections of my life wailch
toall By children end their descentanits.

1 was born in Sowven B*idge Lane = NOW called Jerked §4.
+th iyales, on sarch 5th, 1855- In 1896-7 T wrote
j letters bo the "Wrexham pavertisexr" ééacribing ﬁhé town
and nany of 1ts iﬁnabimnts sn the forties, and in which I
~enitioned BOWE mall incidents in my early boyhood and the
ouls L attended. Hawving ?reserved these printed papers I
¢i1l no% further write of those days dut rather will pegin ebout
1eft school in July, 1846, going firsh es errend Doy
wards his apprentice in 3

Lo LT, Rotert “ho 1c1y becoming axteruaﬁ

tvwe time I

{shing on OctobeT 1st, 1847.

Before conmencing from that peﬂlod 1 wxoh to mention an
event in LBY 1ife at my very earliest memoxY. I+ was in 183%8;
1 was 1little moxe than five yeard of age, vut 1 cleaxly renemnber

going from the home in 3even Bridge Lane to &.new honeé in

fanbpit St 1 gid not then know the caurse of that change and
tne fanily trouvle. Ny perents had been for SOE vears in tne

pakery bualness, pyut for some cause they were in asfficuldy with
‘f\

Cthe supplied them with f£louvr. Ly Foiher, gt thel

VAl

piller who
yime and ever aftervards, declered that he paid the account in

! -

[ T

cuy wwewuil PQUBTE, London,.w G
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the office at the allls; but as the receipts could not be produced
5 distress was put in the house and the furniture sold - at least

so puch as to meet the miller's c¢lain, why do.I rention ihis
L+ is bvecause I want to fell something of {he history of the clook

winich T now hear %icking as it sieands 1n the hall close $to thce roon

in which I am writing. It is a real “Jrandfathor Clock" purchaszed
by ny Mother's perents when they began hous 7ing in or abvoux
1784. Xy grandmother died in 1829, having becn a ﬁidow ningceeen
yeérs, end the c¢lock came into possession of my llother. When the

trouble came in 1838 and the furniture was for sale the clock was

bought by an exciseman who lived in the same lene, where in his

kitchen I consiantly saw it on my way %o and from the lietional School.
After a few years, either through death or for some other cause,

the exciseman's home wes sold and this time the clock was bo*gn: oY

a dairyman near dby. I then went to the deiry for nilk and envied
thenm the household god we longed to have. dhen I left school - the

Congregational Day School in Chester St. - in July 1846, I, who was
avout Eead Boy and in my last year was monitor - there were then no

School Inspectors or BExaminations ~ was awerded £7 or £8 from the

e

Dr. Willians! Trust; it was money for my epprenticeship, if a
preniun was needed. For some cause this noney wes rot paid by the
>

Lrustae until 1847 and it was notl needed e&s an appreniiceship

Y

preniun. At the tiame my parents received the money the home of the
dairyman I have meniioned was %o be sold by auction.. At Zhe sale

thare were for 2 tine several bidders; then it came to a duel

%

. Dr. Dariel Williams wes a native of the town or near neighbour-
hood; he langely endowed she Chapel and wes the founder of
br. Wiliiaws' Library, Gordon Square, London, W.0.

E\
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between ny Mother and a furniture broker; ot last Mother was the

P

2

buyer and thqfe was joy in the family when‘aftcr an absence of
about ten years, the clock was resiorced at & cost of £4. 15. 0.

ror the recson I have given the clock was slways spoken of in
the home as my clock, and when wmy Mother died in 187C &nd iha rneze
broxen up - ny Father then 70 years of age giving up business and
going to live with my married sister - my brothexr and sisiers
prgssed ze to have-the clock, which I am prmoud to possess. Although
about 125 years old it is a perfegt timo—kceper.*
NoTr: - ] Now HAVE 7HIS Ceock st M~ Hacl AT

| -'/’/f%’ wWARDS Henir, . Frep Asnee~st A cf,ef_:N,oC'/-/f,LO.

II

N N ‘)
As I have already stated, my indenture was dated 1847, but it

1

nk end was

o

. s

was not until October lst. 1850 that I went to the »l

put for six months under a practical men to teach me §

~

—
1 -
. Do

JEN

Finishing, For four years I had been in the retail shop end were-
house,; sexnving custcmers, cutiing up the plush of various quelities
for the covers of hats and putting out the brimmings for lining end

binding. We had a good retail trade, for in those dajs silk hats

i

* Phis was written in the latter part of 1607. In 1945 she
clock was in the possession of Sir Percy Ashley, K.B.E., C.38., the
writer's youngesi son, It stood in tho same position throuzh all
the war yeears, seemingly unaffected by the bonds, rockets znd land
nires which did so wmuch damage in the neighbourkood and afieyr a2
life of 160 years still kesping good tine - DLA.
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: . were much ﬁorn, even by the crdinary working nan. About 17 wme

were employed in the different branches and 10 women =23 brimmers
.

end Crown Sewers. Wwe had o fairly large vwholesezle trade es

Iir. Thornely travelled much in VWeles seeking orders and using a2

horse and gig - there were then no railways. we also hed

purchasers in Ramsey, Douglas, Castletewn and Peel ian the Isle of

lfen, but our test customer was Mr. Samuel Thornely, at the corner
of Carr's Lene, 3Sirminghan, who was ny enployer's bhro

L
H vLGY

n

this period many Welsh women wore the famous coniczl hat

vere huge things about 8% inches deep with very wide brims; - we had
' .

a large trade in them, supplying nearly all the towns of ¥orih Veles.

Aftexr I hed been at the plank about {wo years Mr. Thornely was
in difficulties owing to railway speculation, and suddenly giving §
up the business to MNr. Edward Jones, who was foremen, he weni with

is fanily to live in the Isle of ian. = ¥With the consent of ny

father and myself and "in consideration of the sum of Five Shillings"

paid by Mr. Jonss to Nr. Thornely, I was transferred %o the former
to {inish_my spprenticeship. Very soon after this change the
wholesale trade fell away considexably, as XNr. Jones-did not travel
seeking orderz, dut he at once conmenced a ready-made clothing

bysiness, buying largely from o Brisiol house, and edded this %o

his retail het and cap trade.

v R e

When I came out of my iime in 1854 the prospect of earning my

living by my trade was gloomy and I tried all I knew to find some- i

“

thing ewey from the trade, but without succeas. In %he early pant f

1 - .ot - * - M
S . , X ¥

+
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1856 1 read of the marviage of Mr. Joseph Christy to a liss Dexrby

¢l Coelbrookdale, who wes & relative of lic. W. H. Darby of Bryzbo

Haidl. r. Joseph Christy woes one of the famous firm of hat menue
facturers at London and Stockport. Just ot this time we were

o~

rehearsing for "he Prial of John 3arleycorn" which

=1

as to be given
en the evehings of Easter londay and Tuesday in the Husig Hall,
Wrexham, EKr. Bott, who was superintendenti of the permanent way of
the Great Western 3ailway for an arca rouﬁd Wrexhem, was %o take
part in "The Trial" as a barrister, and I was to appear in t#o'parts
as & wilness.. I knew iir. Bott had large dealings in iron with

-

Mr. Darby, and both were leading temperance men. I had long wished
to leave Wrexhan, and felt it would help me if I could have a lettex
froa Hr. Darby to lr. Joseph Christy. At one of the reheaxsals I
stated nmy wish to Mr. Bott; he at once promised me & letter to

#r. Daxdy, and so it came about that on Good Friday I walked fronm
frexhan td Brymbo, three miles and a_half, had an interview with

“r. Dardby, and was given a letter from him to }essrs. Christy which
I sent rext day with my applioation.* A few days afterwards I wes
informed by Mr. Christy that the fira would find mé cuployment and

a plank would be reserved for me, so I could come at once. . On

'ngday, the 4th MNay, 1856 I left YWrexhan for the battle of life in

e

-

-

according to the account given to ne by my father's then on

surviving sister (“Aunt Lila“) on Sept. 2%, 191 John iorg

@ho was elso a superintendent of the Iine or s I

and & prouinent temperance worker, was so siruc

© &8 an actor in "donn Barleycora" that when Faih

gocGoye he urged hin to go with the Ninistry an
nrougsa College, - W.J.A,

50 hin
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the great civy, and as I left the house wiih my lussase in 3he

e

v

¢anibus I rememdber a neighbour, Karia Gittens, throwinzg an old

snoe after me for luck,

: 71X

-~

I was et at Paddington by an engineering friend of ny brothexn

.,

~
an

A texing a 'bus went with my luggage to 39, Gracechurch Streed,

Christy's City nouse, and then went bome with ny coampanion for the -
nignt. Barly nmext morning he went with me to Christy's manulectory

and though I was "shopped in tissue" - a itrade term - I had o see

the secretlary of the Trade Soclety, and produce ny indeniures of

seven years eaclier, before I could be admiited & member. Being

et i, 8 A A, R A bk P k<28 s

sctisiied he gave me an "Asking Ticket" and sent out for the "Shor: o

Turn'"; I gave the latter my ticket and he went io ask the forenman

Y

he could shop a Finisher. ile soon returned

(N
¥
R

<t

elling me I wa

w

shopped and took me to the foreman for my "Pad of Jork", consiating - S

of & "podies" and the silk for me to finish. I was +then led inso

£,

E tie workshop and took possession of my plank, and oy "Short Purn!
; found a place on the kiln for my irons. He had then finished his
1
g ' duty to me, dbut as he seemed & very respectable man I asked him if
% ne could reconzend a lodg;ng; he ook ne to Eenry Morris who worked . N
“* :
in the same shop and I agreed tQ vecome his lodger. It was gtrange i
thet when next dey I mentioned that I came from wrexhan ny lendlady, | ff?
who was aboui 68; told nme thal she was‘born in Vrexhan but left

“bere when she was seven yeers old: - she described the long Flight S

?

-
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of steps which led from ncar her wolherts house into the Churcayaxd

ené other things which made it certain that she renenbered the old S
i ! . i
! town cleaxly. v

I di¢ wnot begin work on the Tuesday as 1 wanted to see the

Cowstal Paluace at Sydenhen, the work of Sir Joseph Poxton fox the

) 4

ot Bxhibiiion of 1691 and removed fron Hyde Pork adbousw 1855.

o
3
¢

v friend and I both enjoyed our visit but hefore going there we
J [} h)

wont into Westuinsier Hall end were shown by a guide through the

Lxds

Court of Queen's Bench, Lord Campbell then presiding, gnd also the

Court of Common Pleas end the Court of Exchequer. These Courts i

were on the right as one entered Wesiminster Hall and were in use

e

until the New Low Courts werce bullt in the Streand.

T went to work on the Wednesday morning and Jound I haeéd %o pay
} 3 H
.5 shillings as "Maiden CGarnish" as it was ny firstshop after joining

e = T T i o ST A

ihe Society. nhere were 28 men working in this Yoaiiexy'; they

ezch vaid 24. to the Garnish, and the total 9s. 84. was speni on

Leer to wish me Drosperivy. I was invited to periake. 1 had then

N
4

veen on ebstainer for five years and without puviing Potal Abstinence

on too high & pedestal I have ever been thankful for the stand I nade

! . that day iIn refusing to take the bveer. Daily efterwards I saw the

{ curse the drinking customs were 1o tne men around ue; if I head Pl
: e b
[

| ) Cfoilowed their course there would have been no z0ssibility of o

[ o4 . . . ) ; 1

? .

} walifiing. If my work had not "served turn” ard I had been dis- Pt

a | - g

i _crnarged for incoxpeience ry fellow workmen would have given another .

! - . .

i ) 1L

i : ' o \ | B \ ot '

% 24, gach &s "treatings off" and I should have been asxed to drink. i

s . . (

E . 3 ot
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I thought this a very wrong custom and efter a few months 1 wes able
¢ carxy o resolution that any men pul "ol shoula have the 2d4. cach
o his fellows gave ag a "Dy Garnish". Yor zeveral months my work

went on in the factory unevenifully.

Y

A shorit time before the Treaty of Peace alter the Crimean Var
was signed, and a few days after that there were illumingtions o
celebrate the eventi and I.witnessed the fireworks in lyde Park and
the Creen Park: on that day business in London weas suspended. i
a3 in Hyde Park to see the oot CGuerds on their réturn froa the
Crimea; from their bushbies and clothing it was evideni what & rough
time they had had in the previocus winter. o

At this time C. H. Spurgecon hed gained inmense popularisy in

~

London by his preaching. In 1853 he had been invited to "supply"
at New Park Sireet Chapel, near the Southwark Eridge Road for a few

Sundays. Pnhe Chapoel was lerge, with, however only a small attendance.

o
o
[0

Befoxra the last of the five Sundays for which he had been engage
was invited by the deacons to continue for six nmonths. The

congregation had so greatly increased that in April 1854 he was
wranioously invited by & church rmeeting tb becone paétor and on the

28th April he eccepted the invitaiion, being then still only in his

-20%h year (born June 16, 183%4). The congregation soon becazs so
graeat that in {the spring of 1855 tke chapel was closed for enlargzement,

I

e
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the Sunday services being held &t Bxelter Foll in the Strand. wacn

the chnepel was we-opencd 1t proved vo be $itill fax too small and it

was decided to have the morning services only at Park Sireet and
coniinue the evening services at BExeter Hall.
Tnat was the posgition when T came %o London. . On zoy first

Sunday, 10%h Xay, 1056 I went to hear the famous preacher and was
enquiring the way of iwo gentlemen when -they said they were going
also,. I welked with them and from that day there grew up a close

friendshkip with them. One was a Mr. Woodhouse who for some years

was a foreman of A%rds, the great building contractors. Awong other
w;rk he s;porintended the building of forts at Gravesend, and the

‘wes in daily contact with Charles Gordon, afterwards Goneral Cordon,
who was supervising the work for vhe Goverﬁment. On one of our
visits %o lir. Voodhouse we had Will with us as & small boy, and Gordon
carried him a 1it$le about the for%s;* .

I coniinued to atitend the services, and soon found it weas imporitani
thet I should have a seatholder's ticket o be certain of geitiné ing
these tickets were available until 5 nminutes before the service began,
the deors being then 0peﬁed to the general public.  In sbout Auguét
.of this sane year the owners of Exeter Hell decided it was noi »ight

t%gt one denomination should have the exclusive use of the buildings

on Sunday evenings, and so gave notice to Kr. Spurgeon and his descons.

——

*

Eebvug*y, 1865, when Gordon was appointed Cou manawn Royal
Glaveueﬂd “« Wadu A,
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Av thiz time "Juliens Concerts" at %the surrey Gardens were & greald
ativraciion and a huge hall had been erecied wiih ihrea gelleries a1l

r

at the Orchestra end. As the Caxdens were not owpen on

£t

round oxcep
Sundays it was decided to rent the hall for suncay evening services,

and on the 19%th October I went to the first service there.

]

-+

It was a lovely evening. A1)l the approaches were crowded, seab
nolders going through a séparate entrance; I had a seat in ihe area.
Tae dall was packed{ and fér & tire there was much commotion, but the
acuent the preacher came into the pulpiti, accompahied by a deacon who
always sat with him, there was caln. I{ wes an impressive sight and
"the singin% not Yo be forgotten, elthough there was no musical instrumenti
of any kind. All went well until Mr. Syurgeon wos engaged in prayer,
when suddenly & cry of "Pire!" was reised. Then there was, & scene
veyond description, On my xight hand side in the arca thers were

~about twelve windows opening as doéré and used when people were going
out to the ornemental water on which there were on week days
representations of the storming of Sevastopol and the like; in the

4

terrible excitement people took up chairs and smashed the windows.

=3

Ihere wes no sign of fire, end I kept my seat. ir. Spurgeocn gave out

.

a hyman and tried to get order, not knowing that in one corner of the

building where people had rushed from the three galleries ang

A et on ;
tne staircase from the lowex gallery the pressure had been so gread

that the banisters gave way. lhany people fell on the stone floow
znd seven lives were lost; twenty~eight persons were badly ingdured

erd teken to hospital. The Superintendent of police on duty sent a
’

e e SRS prenarshy pyrorrinlpuvaybui b
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mesgage to lir. Spuargeon wtho fainted end was carried fo the c¢loakrooa,
In the panic someone took my hat and gleves, but there were oihers to
sclect from, as in the rush mpany articles of clothing were torn off

people in. the crowd.

A nontn later the services were renewed atr the Surrey Gardens

-

but the Sunday nornings instead of evenings. A little later, early
in 1857, there came the wmost important day in nmy life. I have stated

([J

that 1 had a seatholder's ticket; I was always in good iime For Ih

Sundey morning and sat on the orchestra. Gne‘Sunday from some cause

I was late, tho doors had bheen opened to the public and the Hzll was

packed. "1 rushed 2ll over the place tr&ing v find & seat: ot last

on the upper gallery I found a vacant one ﬂext to the "Pearl of Gre;t
4

Price" who in the next year becane ny dearly loved wife. . Yhen in

¥

1908 I reach ~ 1if spered - the close of oy 75th year we shall also-
* . .‘, M .
¢celebrate our Golden Wedding. With confidence I can appeal o our
sons and daughters as ito the constant heppiness of home.
In the summer of 1857 news was received of the Indian lutin f and
of the atrocities committed by the sepoys at Cewnpore, Lucknow, Delhi
and many other places, end the Governmenti appointed a day 'of nationel

Humiliation and Preyer.’ The Crystal ?alace could not be opened for

pleaéure on that day - October 7, 1857 « and the directors invited
£+ .

Tbcy aid celevrate it.  Jane Ashley (nes Sihcri) was born on
the 133tn June 1840, and was therelore aboul seven years younger than
ner hushand. Jemes Ashley died in TFebruary, 1911; Jene survived
him until 1924 - P.4A.
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Lz. Spurgeeon to preasch thera. Le conzented and nearly 24000 pzrzons

paid for admission, Jother and I were preseni; as I had been asked

e i ouw

to take paxrt in {the collection for the

—{
o}
o
=0
£
"
ch
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=
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o
3

o

places fully an hour bvefore the service at 12 o'c, The transepis,

orchestra end galleries were crowded and when we sang the 100th Psaln

the effect was overwhelming. The text wes: '"Iear ye the Hod and who
hath avpointed i%”. The'collection exceeded £700, the directors of
tﬁe Company giving £200.
. .

Kr. Spurgeon's congregation continued to occupy the Nusic Eall
in the Surrey Gardens for just over three years until Decenber, 1859
when the{Company decided to open the Gardens and Hall on Sunday afier-
noons by means of "Refreshment Tickets", Mr. Spurgeon end ithe deacons
decided vhat if that were done they would no longer use thée Eall for
Sunday services. '  The owners of Lxeter Eell had not been very
successful in letting. that Hall on Sundays and were glad %o let again
to Nr. Spurgeon, end the services continued there unitil the opening of

the Xetropolitan Tabernpcle in Xarch, 1861. It was opened

iy

ree of
debt, on land bought from the FPishnongers Comvany, and wes larger than

~any building we hed previously occupied; the official statenment was

"It is 175 feet long, 81 feet wide and 62 feet high; there are seats

e r———

for 5,500 and 500 more can be accommodeied without crowding®.

g

For nmany years the building was z2lways crowded for both Sunday
services, the evening onc especially, with larse numbers unadle %o

obitein admisaion, e had sittings from the first and when we left

London and went to live at Ewell in Surrey, I had been a seatholéer

i
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for 39 years, froa 1856. It wes in the Burrey Gardens that we both

scw Dr. Livingstono carly in 13858; vhen, mony years after, his body

fl

was brought by his laithful gervant from Africe and pleced for & few

deys in iho rooms of the Royal Geographical Socieiy in Savile How.

I saw his funeral procession leave there for VWesinminsier endéd also soaw

-

ay countmyman . M. Stanley, whom I had previousliy seen at the
Tabernacle., Years afterwards I freguently zoaw and heard Do,
Livingstone's father-in-law, who ended his days in a countr: coLiage

in Kent and though over 80 years of age often came from thet cotiage

t0o the TaYernacle.

El
. (Fron some time in 1859, apparently,.the writer nad been “irst
o a teacher and then Superintendeni of Butlerls Place Ragged

School, Bermondsey.)

In 1860 we estgblished at our Ragged School, then in Russell ét.
Dockhead, Sunday morning breakfast meetings. They were held at 7 o'ec.
and the fickeis vere éd. each. éhey were held on one Sunday in each
month and were well &ttended,rchiefly vy teechers from suirounding
Sunday Schools. A subject for discussion was chosen by voie at the
previous meeting. . There would be an interesting discussion for about
an nour and & half, end the meeting closed in time for teachers io
reach their va:ioﬁa schools and classes, The breakfasts were supplied
éy a conltractor from Hackney who brought allithings necessery on the
Savurdey evening. . With him-I counied the nunber ai breakfest and paid
ods foxr each, thus allowing ld. each for prinding tickets, notice papers,
etc, ) but‘as & good many tickeis were sold to people who initended Leing

present but on Sunday worning couldn't leave their beds, we found at

the c¢Xose of the year we had & good surplus for Razged School Puads.
the close o 3 & B!
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In January, 1857 I was offercd by Chrisiy's lanager ine sozition
) of foreman of %he finisherz at Stockport. Yne salary was coall but
I prozised to azccept it and was Lo see two penbers of the firz on &
MNonday. Bus on the Sunday I veconsiderdd the naitter and decidsd noi
%0 leave London, ielling the governors 5O next day. A few wecers luier

I was ssked to toake up anoiher line of work, wnich was to see Shat itne
i ’ <

crowns of the heis were perfect before pepering them up for custooneTs.
Pl © £ p-

I was paid 33 shillings a week, the hours being from 8 s.n. 0 & p.m.,
end there was no Saturday early closiﬁg.. Por this work I wes in the
midst of ;he Shapers and able to see their operavions. I hzd not
been- taught shaping but when in VWroxhes the wholesale Trade Wag given
up and our two shapers left I had done my best in that bf%nch. Wnen
I saw the London men et work I felt confident I could JServe Turnt and

sfter a litile pecunisry arraengeaent with the forenan of the department

I became a Shaper.

From the time I commenced as a Sheper iy prospecis improved, but
| I¢5¢
for some tine slowly. In the Autumn of 1960 the stiffenad felt hat

(vowler) casme into use for the first time; lerge quantities were aa

by cur firm at Stockport andé hundreds of srosces gent to Berzondsey St.

»to be shaped and irimmed. - They were paid for at the same rate 2s silk
hats, 5s. 6d. pexr dozen. ‘In the syring of 1861 came ny opportunity
end by working very long hours I was able to do well. I went to

)

pusiness &t & a.m. end continued until 9 and sonsiinmes 10 o'c. at

nigat ,and frequently esrned from £4.10. 0. to £4.15. 0. a’week -
L]
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only once did I cxcecd L5, Thaet wes in the week before VWhitsun and
. ®

on the Seturdey I went with Grandma and Uncle Jabez to vigit Oldlands
Cormon (Glouvcestershive), my wife's netive place. My wife and 7ill,
wro wag then 16 monihs old, went in June to VWrexhan for the sumncw -
ronihs end business was so good that year ihet I could not get away
for ny holiday end to bring them home until Oclober.,

~Some of the Shapers had done sowell on felt-shaping that the firm
asked and pressed for a reduction of the rate to 3s. éd. per dozen, |
and as we hedno powerful trade union wehad to accept. By this time
y work had found such favour with two of the governors who were often
at the counter with the foreman to examine the goods thet work was sent
out to me in abundance. So when the chenge in prices came I had.in
hand 28 dozen and for these I received the Ss. 6d. per dozen.

H
me 1

"
Ty

ad come

Yoia

The year 1862 opened very cheerfulij. By this t
right to the front and was‘selected by Kr. feorge.,and Mr. Alfred Christy
to shape thehats for their ocwn wear. I glso sheped many of the hats
for the show case &t the International Exhibition where, nowever, we

did not show for competition as Nr. George Chrisiy was one of the

judges. Prom about this time I also shaped all the nilitary and naval

cocked-hets made by the firm and also the hais worn by coachmen and
footmen on staie occasicns; even later, when at Bond 5%t., I had to go
i

down to Beramondsey S5t. at all times when this xind of headgear was

veing made. Xy earnings continued much the same, and my hours as long,

*

Jane Asnley's mother and brother.

i
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as in 1861; I rad become so expcri in the work that I-did not mucp.
feol the lowering of prices. ind now came another chenge. In
April 1862 I wes askedrtb be evening msester at the Butler Placo
Regoed School for four evenings a week from 7.15 to 9 o'c at a saiary

of £20 a year, and I accepted, I+ lessened my evening hours in the

©

hat worlkshop, bui I still continued the early morning movement. 1
vegan teoching al once.

In July of this year (1862} ny two gisters came to visit us.
vie were then living on Branford Terrace, S5po Road, Bermondsey: av
the bzck of the house there was a large field full of mangel-wurzel

) | .
znd %the lerks honoured us with theixr cowmpany and song. There was
for a long distance country used for aarket gardens but now coversd

hy thousands of houses. Among oiher places we viesited with my

. N
sisters was Madame Tussauds, 1t was a terribly warm evening and
when we came out we had an omnibus from Beker 3t. to the 3anx. Pnere ’

being roon only for the ladies dnside I was outside with a young fellow

- fvom Oldlands Common. - There ceme a violent storm, I was soon wet 1o

the skin and in & few days was alermingly ill -~ I had pneunonie. I

#* it

cennot forget the goodness of Aunt Susan in assisting lother in

_nursing na. Ao soon as I could venture, with the doclor's consent,
T waent to my Mother at Wrexhem for nursing. I was there for five
P . ' : ’

F

I'es. Bdwin Short, wife of Jane Ashley's second brother - P.A

=t
From this point onward “Mother" always means Jane Ashley, the
writerts wife - P.A, ' C
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weelks and then ny brother returncd with me in oxder to visit the
Exhibition of that year, and othexr places. In Ociober we senv Jor
ny Yother 1o visit us before tho Bxhibition ¢clocged. I owitted to

-

say that earlicer in the year we had invited my Tat

]

her: and on ihe
Whit MNonday he, Jeae, and I, Uncle Sdwin and Aunt Susan had been to

the Exhidition and in the evening ny Fether and I heard the grent

teror Sims Reeves at Exesern Hall.

VI

At work I was making good'progress; 1865 began very hopefully

. &
and on the 2tst January ceme a chenge - I was asked to go a3 Sheper

to Bond St. T had heard something of it & few days before, and
nad made up my weges book foxr 1884. I found thet with =y £20 at

the Raggod School my inccme had been £166.  Wnen Mr. iifred Chrisiy
asked me to go to Bond St; I told him that the firm would nov pey me,
as a-day worker, whalt I had been earning'for three years with pieceQ
work end the Regged School - Ee offered to give me £5 a wegk - a

wich larger amount than the firm had ever before paid to a Shaper.

{ met him by arrangenment at Bond St. and in the presence of Hf. Scotdt,

the manager I was proaised a "permanent shop" at £3 a week. Ee told

vhe manager that I was to have &n annual holiday ,of 10 days, and, as

T was not & man who would be going inbto public houses and telking

e
e
W

3coti'a, the hatier's shop still at the
Piccadilly was a swbsidiary of Christy's -

g o
.
o 1y
:

i e e




| about the firm's business I was to have a holiday at any other tize
: _ i1 asked for one. o one wes to know aboui my wages, ihe "covernor!

paying then himself every month waen he came on londays for the vicex's
tzlings in the shop I letiing him have & ncte on the day 1% was due.
Yy hours were from 9 a.m. to 7 p.r., anéd there was no déifference on

Saturday until come yeears later when ine closing time was made
5 otclock and as I was four miles from home I made a speciel effort

to get there by 6 ofclock to have tea with the children whon I hed

Sundays. For three years X had been master at the Ragged School forx

el
four nighte & week; now [ resigned and neminated a2s ny sUccessor & .

]

!

l . - .

f not much other chance of seeing in their waking moments except on
I

roung men wiih some yeaws a Sunday School Teacher. e was & dissenter,

w
1
4
<

put after a

¥

ather sharp conflict with the Rector of St. John!

wvented to eppoint the Parish Scripiure Reader, my nomninee was eccepied

. end proved an efficient teacher till the school was closed a few years

i iater.
: From 1857 to 1865 1 was many tines in the Strangers’ Gazllexy in
the House of Commons: I had specizl mecns of access to it, as our

#4{»n made 8ll the Police hais for London, ny foreman knew ell the
i Police Superintendents and a note to the one on duty ai the Eouse of
: , .

Gommons got mz easily into the Strangers'! Gallexy. “nere I had the

sleasure of hearing more than once Lord Pelmerston, who was Premier in

1657, Lord John Russell, lir. Cladstone, Mr. Disrzeli and MNx. John Brighs-

I thought Bright the best. Nother and I ofien hear J. B. Gough, tie

I

> - EEEE T . e -
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temperance edvocate, who had wonderful power a3 an orator. I saw

more than once Lord Palmerston going on ho;;eback to Perliznent Square,
escorvted by a ped groom. On +the 7th March, 1863 we ' saw ihe Prince
of VWales's reception at thg Bricklayerh Arms 5

Road when he brought Princess Alexandra Crom Denmark, and we also

wopdered about the VWest ¥nd to sce the illuzinotions on the wedding

day, the 10th Karch. In the summer of 1864 I sew Garibaldi when he
visited Zngland. He was drewn in en ppen carriage at a slow pace

from Nine Elms Station, Vauxhall, to Stafford louse, the residence of

Fiy

the Duke of Sutherland. The hero wore the Red Shirt, and a soft felt .

, :
nat, and there was immense excitement. In the following yezr, 1865,

on the Saturdﬁy after the news was received of Abrechem Lincoln's
assassination I went to a neeting ol sympathy at S5t. Jameg's iHall.
Adout two years before I had heard Henzy &ard Beecher, the fomous
American preacheﬁ speak at Exeteg Hall on the war ihen raging in the
United States.

For sonme years; until 1870, it weas the "common round”, Lila, rred,
tlice, Louisa -and ¥Welter had been added %o our family.  Will had spent
&l the sunmers in Wales, either going with his Mother or so%eone
coning for hin: I‘also always spent my holidays. On the 2lst rebruary,
2870, I had news of my Mother's illness and I went at once to VWrexhan.

Shg died on the 25th February, Will's 10th birthdey. I stayed in
Wrexhen for the funeral and the breaking up of the old home -~ an event
I heve already mentioned when writing ebout the Grandfather clock.

t
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B this time Christy's thoughi they were peying me too high e

weice, and &sked me to agvee to e reduction of 10s. a VGCK- I could

~ Y LT .

Aot sea Mr. Alfred Christy who nad made the Bond St. agreement with me,
but I had an interview with lr. Ceorge Christy. I told hin I thought
I nad veen vadly tréatod-in viow of tha prémiso made whoea I fizst wend
to Dond 3t., but would make a suggestion; it wes that instead oI Yy
wvagos of £12 voing peld every fourth Monday I should be paid on tae l?th
day of esach nonth - whicﬁ date it;thén was - 80 givihg up £12 per year;
and that arrangément he egreed to.

In September mother and I and three of the children spent oLy

y *

holiday in Wrexham, staying with my sister and ner husband, Tom Evans;
we had a gdod't'me, and left for home on Nonday, Ocﬁ. 4th. On the
"

ters he died on the

13

Friday Tom met with a railway accident near Ches

17th, and I went down %0 the funeral.

¥e had now decided to make soﬁe ﬁhanges as to schools for our
eldex children. Will hed only gore at intervals to a private school,
"Lila”‘(Eliza) was also at a private‘school, and Fred at the British
School. Ve were then liviang, and had been for ithree yeaxs, &t 113
Abbey 8%., and the three‘Schools were not more ithan 200 yards away.
V¢ had heard excellent reporis oi the ?eéleyan Schools atiached to
Southwarlk Chapél, about fifteen minutes walk from home. " When I 50T
AP .
to Bond 8%, &t 9 o'c. in the morning and had the news of the accident
st Chester [ went home to %ell Mother; she was not yet back from the
Wesleyen Schools to which she hed faken the children who were all

thrae adanitted.
s
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sere had been trouble with the "ilatlers Felr rede

Saciesy!:  our socioily, which had veen confined
J Joy

1

making headway and we had captured Jay's, in Southwark Zridge Zoad,

v

well revorted for being a good show and paying ful

[
ct
t
o
b
o]

&1
H
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few of our men went $there and I received an of

the firm to go as Shaper. I hed an interview with him a% his recidence

oy

3 - » ’ .-y . b - 1 3 -
near Peckhanm, and was invited to have a whiszskey, wnich remeins undrunk,

anyhow by me. T asked if the sums I had been told his Shgpérs could

carn were correct; he psked me to try to arrange to meet hin &% the

L

factory on the fellowing Wednesday night when 1 could see the wages
nooks for the past three yeals. When. I left rnim I decided to o to

» ~

see ¥r. Alfred Christy before naking up my nind.

i

Knew hg was
open the vost at 35, Gracechurch 3%. on the Monday morning and I wen
trnere. He was engry, to say the leasti. I told nim that if he hed
not broken his promise to me on going to Bond S1. 1 should not have
listened to any suggestion to leave. After a scolding andé a oid of
a storm I weni to Bond St.; he followed and siter conversation with -
the managex I was called in and told that if I were willing I snould

be put back to the formor arrangement of £12 every fourth MHondey and

an agreewent would be drawvn up for two yearo. In due course this was
done and the agreenment witnesscd. A few days later I was sent in o

R

mansom ceb 0 the firnm's solicitor in Birchen Lene, City, as the firm

tnought of taking action against Jays for tenmpiing me away from then.
: -~ -

The first gquestiion the solicitor asked me was if I had the le
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written to me by Joys. I seid I hed destroyed it, and the ratzer
ended. Lt this time there were 16 Shapers at Dermondsey 8%., any

one of wroa would have been glad to go to Bond S
wase. in the 5 years I had been there I had shaped at leact itaree-
guariters of all the hats sold there, 5o 1 supposs tho Iimm woxe

setisfied with my work as there had never been any coamplaint.

VIX

+

30 things went on. The V'esleyan School was satisfsctory, but
we had long heard most favourable reports of St. Olave's Grammar
N .

School, and with a Father and Mother's pride we thought Will would

do well there 5if he had the opportunity. We rad five children

(Walter had died on Dec. 21, 1871) and we also had my father to

+
s
v

think about. For years & woman had come one Gay a week to assis
in the washing; Nother said "I can do that in future; Will shall

go to the Grammax School”, and so at the'comméncement of term in
Januarx, 1872 she went with nim to the Scnool, he being_then 12 years -

X

old. Lt each of the three yearly examinaiions which {ollowed h& had

a class prize, and on the 25th Feovruary, 1875, on his 15th dirihiay,

he came home with the good news that he had been awarded a £10 o

scholarship. Up to then the examinetions for Ucholarships had Dbeen
o

held in Pebruary, dbut now there was a change and they were held early

v

in July, and Will gained a2 £1% scholarship. {During these years he

Salnad & numc

&
H

of prizesg in the Serisniure exazinations held by ihe

-

London' Auxiliaries of the Sunday School Union). In the eerly

!




rd

~onths of 16876 Sr. Laguire, Recior of 5%, Olaves, Southwark, gove 10

lestures in the Yarish Church on the Thirty- ~1'ine Articles, znd 1%

+

cs ennounced shat there would be an exanmination and prizes awardsd.

Thewo were mnany studenis. At the close of ihe coursc the €

wos held at 4ne London Bridge Hodel and it was announced that on Ihe

first Monday in May the result would bo made known at the Cannon 5v.
Hotel and the priszes gilven. I £4 Bond S%. eazxly, going Iirst to

. * . .
e« meeting of fhe Liberation Societly at the lMetropolitan Tebernacle,

which began at.6 o'c. in order to hear Nr. Josgph Chanberlain, who
presided; 1t was just about‘fhe~time he wes first elected member for
Birmingham. Lfter hearing his opening speech I went by bus to
Cannon St., where there was a crowcded meeting in éhe large hall. 7Tre
first prize (£10) was gained by & Professor at the Wesleyan-College
Richmond: 1/ill got the second prize (£5) which he lovingl§ gave 1o
hiz mother, and there was'joy in the hone. On the 12th day of the
next month oﬁr son, Percy Walter Llewllyn: was born

Two months laéer the Welsh National E*lt ddfod was held at
VWrexham. Azong %the prizes offered was one of £15 and a Goid Iedal

for an mBasay on "The Ilarly British Church': Will hed decided to

compete and worked hard collecting material at the Guildhall, lerarj,

where I had sonetimes gone to him on my way home from Bond 3%. The
Hssaey was sent in under the nane "Caroctacu°". - At tre close of

school term he went as usual to Wrexhem, dbut told no one there about

[y

it. Mother and I went, with Percy, then eight weeks old, to Wrexhan,

and were at the maeting in the great pavilion, hoiding 8000 persons -

4t was crowdad wnen the result was announced. - (Phe examiners

U

The "Society for the Liberation of Church

+t

i ik g £ Tt

ARrrL o bl g e ot iiie = ma e e mm M m e e = o e e




s i ¢ A 7 ¢ A — o o raio &

remrp—— e WARS | A i e e i i WL S, S

e — it e Attt . g it e

- 24 - .
.

reported that they.had‘rcduced the esoerys submitied to two, once by
nCaractacus” and the other Ly "lelioz". They commended the Jingst
es a well-arranped presentment of the facts, but finelly decided to
awerd the prize 3o "lielior'", who zroved to be the Vicoer of Bonjox,

Carnarvonshire (and Rural Dean)) = . a6 Will wao only 16 we ihought
this as good as a win, and ny younger sister gove him & prize in

[y

honour of tho event., In 167% Will head becn placed twenty-third in
’ 4+

the general list of the Oxford Local Examination (Junior); in 1876
he gained a good place in the Senior xférd Local,‘and 1877, nis lasi
Oxford Local Examination he was placed first in.all Englaﬁd in History
aéd Literature and fourth in the General List, In each yeer he gaired
a Prize which was presented at Buélingto; Eouse, then occupied by
Liondon University. A

Avout %his time there appearad in the "Déily Fews" an’advertise-

ront for a clerk wanted as French. correspondent in a Cii; House
b b

applications to be addressed in the first instance to ithe Post 0fflice,
Bunhill Row, 0ld Street, Ciiy. 7o our surprise we found on enguiny

{net the clerk was wanted at the Stick and Cane Factory of Henry

Howell and Co., 180 0ld Street: Will's two uncles, George and Edwin

Short, were then 4n +the dbusiness, the one as traveller, the oivher 2s
~r - 1 [ \*‘ LN, !

huyer. ¥r. Jonathen Howell, then Chief Clerk , showed Will some

L .

¢orrespondence, but we did not then come to any agrecenent. On our

way howse I called et the Grammar School and was adviged by the

r

Later Mr. Jonathan Howell and the two Uncles became heads
oi the’firm- - :
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Tev. Andrew Jonnson and Mr. Dutlier, sccond moster, noi to take I

son from ochool, the Head liaster saying nPhere is no honour the

School can give he is not capable to gain®. I followed tneir advice.

VIIT
And now wnat about my own position at Bond 5%.7 I have sieiec
above that in November, 1870 I entered into e two-~years agreement;

when that expired there was, after a delay of many weeks, anoiher
& ]

&3

agreement for two ycors sirned in the spring of 1673, Vihen that

expired there was an anxious tine. A new partner had come into the

r

- firm, very keen on introducing there a shaping nochine whicn was’
practically ruining the hand shapers. Actuclly it was never a
success and after about twelve years of effort it was given up. o

+
Cother firzm tried it; it was too costly in operation and the regults

were not so satisfactory as with hand-shaping. in larch, 1876

[S =1
Y, Alfred Christy retired from the Iirm, the notice sppearing in
the London Gazetie on the 18th. 1t was privaicly seid he 'did not

willingly give up but was wormied out by the new partner. On

Nonday morning, Merch 23zd at 6 o'c. at his couniry house a%t Cudhan,

Kent, he shot himselfl. nefore ithe news had reached Bond S5t. I was

sent for by %he manager and told that the firm was determined %o
a5

recduce ny wages oy 10s. a week; and I felt id uscless to-resist.
iy weges were paid monthly es usual. On liarch %rd, 1877, when ihke

panager paid me ne saild py services were no longer required, &nd on

tre %1ls% Liarch I left Bond S%. after bveinz there 12 years eand 1 weex.

,

N e e
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hope, and were helped in ways beyond

to Bemmondsey St.;  the trial was gr

y

vz . 4 .
machine my earnings were rgduced Dy

O

el

Leon for many years that there ig

her ond I sousht for guidance and
our underssanding. I went bock

A * Fal Fad A 1 b e
cedv; in face of ithe sheping

— 41 - N e T
1ore bthoen ene~halfl of vhat thoy
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Buy we were velieve inav

m

73111 ghould remain at the Grammaxr School and in July he was avarcod
the highest scholarship of IZ30. we were not without some suall
savings, in a building society, I was In & rood Benefii Society, &nd
had elso - in 1865 - insured mny life for £100. left

Abbey S%7 and gone to 120 Alscot Rad.

Board School,* followed in due course by Alice end Louile;
no room there for boys so Fred went to Rolls Rd. School.

Pred geinesd the First Prize in his standard in a Scipture Examination -

LA

a prize of a bible from & fund given by Sir Francis Peek -~ and received

-

carried %he Bducetion Act of 1870 through Parliament.

In 1874 we hed
Lila then went to Xonnow Hd.
LS

there

In 1876

k!

it at the aystal Palace from the hends of Jr. W. E. Forstex, who had

In the obible

¥». Smith, the head master at Rolls Road hod written that it was <the

First Prize with over 1000 .candidztes.

won similar prizes: that

Cruvden's concordeance. In Qc%iober,

but was not suvcecessiul.

In 1877 and 1878 Fred agein

in the latter year taking the fora of a
1877 ¥ill went to Oxford %o

s . P wr s i . .
compete for the Brackenbury Modern History Scholarship et Balliol,

And so we wers spared to reach the most eventful year, 1878.

~

Lhout March there was an

exanination for trne

Xarshall Scholarsnip
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of £50 & year for four ycars, Tounded by a ceriain larshzll who had
been bora in St. Saviour's Parish, Southwaris It was open 30 (1)
woys born in the Parish of S%t. Saviour and ecducassd et St. Saviour's
Grammar School; (2) boys norn in S§t. Olavels Parich end edussicd av
St. Olave's CGrammar School;  (3) boys born anywhere and educated 2% -

55, Savicur'!s, and (4) boys bvorn anywhere and aducaied at St. OLave's

the preference being in that oraer. ill was in the fourznh 10t.....
re was awarded the scholarsnip. It was in liay trnat the result wes

-

nmade snown, and as I walked home to dinner ané was ai the corner of

1

Terrondsay St. and  Abbey St. I met Will running 0 nest me with =<he

J
slad news) wnich he had already taken o nis motlhzr. There -was o7
in the hone. In July the school exdminations were neld and we vwere

wost anxious as 0 what wight happen. Tt was knowvm tnat for {the
i)

1cav1n6 Seholarship) it would be a close thing celviecn Vill and one
other. ve knew the moraing on which the reswlt was to be made Anovm

a2t $%. Olave's, and on going to schocl Vill had said M"IT therels good
news I will mest you when coming o dinmer's I was excited, kuowing

“how much depended on the avard. I had walked a zZood way on my Journm
X [ \J

ey

wome withous meating Will and my heart sank within me, when sudenly ne

cara inio Crange Rd. with the gled news tnal the Governors nad given

s

boih him ond (nis competitor) Exhibitions o

]

Hallelujah!

Ltbout inis time Yill was anxious to e spocially copched, in view

of znother auiount at thne Brackenvury Scholarsniz. He told us that
,?, Tout, (nis senior by a few years at Stv. Olave's and latver
I3

260 a year for four yeers
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n y - 1- o - < 3 L. i AN T 'S
recuparace. Through the changes ot business 11 was mosy qiiloculw

for e to find the means for Will's Oxford outfit and other heavy
expenses, exceeding by far anything we had expocicd, and here 1 omuss
;xprcss featitude to my brother and two sisters wio 1oanod7w111 the
money, vwhich in a few yeors he thanifully resaid,

Tn October ne went into residence at Oxford and tried 1o enver

Jras. Ouiord were witnh us '

Balliol, but was not successful. l¥. and
[}

when this news caze at a late hour and leaving lirs. Ozford o cornforid

lother, lr. Oxford went with me to Ine Central Cf7fice in the Borough 1o

serd a cheering wire to Vill. EKe then enterad at 3%. Zézmund Zall.

ew woeks later he gained the Bracxenbury Hiztory Secholarship end 5o

As he was now the happy possessor ol £210 a year for 4 yesrs, Oux

oré nis grest goodness to

(¢l

ninds were easy, and Fother and I wisn %o re

[a)

us, by at once offering to pay our rent of £36. 0. 0. a year, whicnh

e

(]
+
o
0
i
w

¢ ne most faithfully xept, ard much more in future years. In
1879, his first year at Balliol, he fained the College Shakespeare

prize, I think it was £15, awarded parily in ronsy and paTily in bocks.

On wnitmonday 1879 lother and T were invited {o spend the dey at

I
v
i




i s irn e S cm— ey me

Lo TR e e LN T St IO e
uu\..q._x....ol, ~0oAd NAOGY LN 0L UnC LCoLLa et Lol 0 JORTQeni. AL
Y o~ P LR PRI B e L L S 5 i [ T
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In trhe following

wore again in Oxford,

Our hecrt's desire wos that Fred might\go <3 2., Clave's School,
but it wes uhtoriy impossible, and wiih that fond andeloving noiurc
Mother!s Pred has ever shewn, he said ne vould go to business, going
rst to ine warchouse of a Mr, Zvans in the City, and alter aboul &
year into the business of his Uncles at 180, 0ld Streed, Cigy.

brousht the Balliol Scholar's Finel exaz, in the Honours
I

}-J
o
jus]
} El

Scnool of #History in which he obtained a First Class, and once more
there was Jjoy in the home. As he had taken nis final exam. in his

third year at Oxford there was still the advantege of 1 year of his

scholarsnip. e had spe

£

it part of one vacation In Germany and at

'i

Gottingen he first met Mir. Sydney Ball, He at once began to taxe
pupils at Oxford, In 1882 he geined ithe Lothian Prize for an essay,
which on the recommendaticn of Profescor Stubbs was published by

¥aemillans. Vie were present in the Sheldonian the year the Lothian

el

Prize was gained, and were introduced to Professor 3Situcbs, afterwards

Bishop of Chester and later of Oxford. That summer Will wenti to Drescen

for many weeks, to help perfect his Cerman, and from the works there sent
=¥ .
his Mosher some Iresden wala. In 188% he was candidate for a Histor

1

Tellowsnip at ALY Souls, bui alihough ne was xnown o ©
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irgt in tne
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n33 reasans was not elocied, In 18¢3 ne vaes candicate
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the nome of wr., Joseph Xing's father and going one evening to the nome oi
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Canst year no was also candidatve Ior nisuory Prolescornnip et Coxdiil,

.
2 - ] R . \ ~ Rl 2 Aot D ey -
vhere were meny applications; he was one of two invited to larciii Sus

ey £ L PR, | P - ) L PR} . 2 FEL P, 3~ e my
wes not electad, whe ovher candidate being by SCNE L FORIS A8 OLLLT wii.
-
» o, o - S & -~ F - - -~ Fal 4 i - ht o P e - R
A few monins tater ne iried for the History Prolosscrinlip at nangor, os
o )

P, - P — - - "3 .
chnance was lost hocause ST

.+ M - s - o e - .y - [ SN +
toox the istery Chair. In the cutwmn of thai yeoy e weni to Soutanort

=~

for % months, giving lectures on the Stuari period for the Oxford Lxtenzlo

In 31£34 it vizs #nowa he was best man in tne exaninai.on for Fellowshis ov
S5t. Jomn's, in for class reasons ne was noy elecied. In 1834 e cone

Ltimued at Oxford iaking private pupils and assisiing in Coilege exams &%

Saliiol. In December, &3 Movher was busy geiting Percy realy for school,
trere came letter ard chegue from Will, saying he was gos ing for a forInignt

to Bourncmouth, asking iother to take Percy to Vater oo, give nim in chary

of the guard, and he would meet nim al Basinostoke, Percy was &nly 27
years old when he was taken by the elder brother for tais delightful

LY

né ine next day we wani T

o

holiday. They both returned on Chrisimas Ive

-

Encle Ldwin's ot Clapton, we staying but Will leaving us on the 26%h for

~

Dr. Mewman Hall to hear him lecture on nis recent travels in Palestire.

IX
g And thus we enter, ewmid pleasures and anxievies, 1885, On the
woraing of Tth of February, i was ot vusinass when [ received e wire,

-

ellow

}x_j

Cn

electe:
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ard Puser at Lincoln College and stating thas he would be nome about

2 olclock,

¢)
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xnees clonning the sitiing-room, &ana £0 WAS GILE Telly 2O 88y "rannn
*

3 LAl Y et T e Y ~ . e ra T P . I
Ged Tor ithoth, when I $old her the chezurlul naows. ViAll came av tive
crnted returainsg Lo Oxiord ithat nighi g wr wiee 1o Fad S
FRNSRY y LUTINLNE v Ki 64 LT GlEAY, L JORL D Maw I O ralalnivolie
P . " [FORC PR | - . d AT i ¢ IF! R STy T S
ThG QLECULION Bad Lo he ratiiiod on e (‘un CI W0 n, WrLCh Wil GONG,
. H L - . Pr P o~ Yad o T i T arem et L T
fnd oo ne aid not teke up residence as Tetar st Linceln untii Octousr
) LY . ~ . ) . . X . . A ) - . -. ]
ne cecicded Lo spend several weeks in Italy anc ine Sovin of France.

: J :

.
w h . - - . e r - ppma s {0 3 4 -— N -
o came nome on Saturday, on Sunday tne 8in i went sitn him to Ludgate

411 Station where he booked for liilan. Tris success ﬁas tco wmuch for
re alfter the long time of anxiety anc on Saturday corning warch 28tn 1

was too unwell to go to business. The doctor'was cent for et
Ilbecame alarmingly ill, on the ionday he ursed us totsend for Will, who
waa then at San Remd. T was suffering with pneumonia, fortunately pher

was by Thursday a chenge for the better, and the velegram sent W nin on

the Monday did not find hin. Priday was Good Friday, ine ird of April,
he day. xr. and

Urele Péwin and Aunt Susan came 10 Visit e carly in
vrs. Oxford were at bhe window in my bedroon in ire afiernoon, when they
saw my sister, Lila, drive up in a nansonm, having come specially to

sssisy in my nursing, and that is ine way T nave been cared for these

many yeors. On Londay, Way 2nd, I was adle 10 travel 40 Wales, Mothor

could not leave nome just then dbuil my old friend, M. Simon Jones, wno
A

red come bo Lordon for Zaptist lidsslorary meetinds, delnyed for a few

cays his retiurn none, taking care of ;me and getiing & waleonme cupn Ol

tea on the journey. T was in Wales 5 weexs, and driven about Luch on

and aroynd ine Welsh hills and was sooan strong osuain, Will returned
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ernnd oshers of our cnildzen, Povey

s i 3 - et g ey T - o 2 mr A ey oS v s r.
Sy this time ny business had irmoroved Ly close aiienilon and WOTKIng L04%

; N . L, B L5 S s A R mepen o A 3 i T s LG g s R
AOUYS; SLGLM G ULl neap and dovotion o sroea.end .ullfl, VAL Wore

choerful and Tright in our roomy hono. AG WIli's jmests Moiher and I _ L
Inn Hall S5, On his way %o breakfast with us ne mev Wr. Yorx fowel

ssked nim to write “"Edward the Third and his VWars", ne consentad ancd on

[44]

wother's pirtnday 1687 she received the dbock in which is writien "Jan

N , - - “ FIaEY v A gep s -
Asnley, frénm the author, Vnitsunday 1&d7, in memory o. tnitsunday 1886".

1

Wb . T A ) “wr I Ay 3 .-
s o4his time we mot at breaxlast one morning at

Lincoln ¥r. ilaurice Hill, and Ix. Sydney Ball, goirg the following

“morning to St. Joan's College to preak:fast with Sydrey Ball. Vie nad

Feard Revd. Samuel Barnebtt preach the Uriversity Sermon on Writsuntey,

snd ware invited to lunch with nim and kirs. Barnets, in the rouse of
Canon Frecmantle, which he had placed at their disposel, and where iney
mev & large gethering, who were interested in the Toynbee Setilement,

P . . .
SC ITIenCsShiiiy walll .

(&)

Whitechaypel. Will had long been on LeTRS of ¢l

VYaurice Hill, and visited his home, that oI nls detner - ur. Georyge

. In the first week of Aurust 1886 we were delighted to

bt

Birkoeck Hil
“ :
nave a letier from Will telling us of nils engageuerns ta lergeret, Ir.

R - . . N B . -
tended dauginter, and now, Iron oux inaost nearts, we say, God 3Bless ner.
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Joys, ilike sorrows, wore more hnan my strength could suend, in that wonin
- . R - Cpen verinye de 3 32 PN S 1T R S N S -
I owas very ill, and again went o Trexhan, lergaret with VWall, meeiin

tre train at Oxford, and I was introduced %0 largaret, itney nad Lrousht
with them, some liztle comforts for my journey, and tnicx overcoat and rug,

so thet I could be warm in ny arives in Viales.

4 few days later, Will went to Dunster with a papil, giving Percey

ci:-

anotner holiday, this time amid the beauiiful scenery of Devonshirs
stay in ¥Yales restored me to perfect health, and in Sepiemover, TATOUST
the elder brotner's generous love, Percy entered St. QOlave's school,

being 10 years, and 3 months old. In the summer of 1887 ill invited ne

-4

e

to siazy witw nim in Berkshire, at the Camden Arms, Uffingham. t was a

‘splendid holiday, and we walked each day long distances, aztout the "Wale

of White Horse", and Scott's mystic blacksmith's camp, and saw the farous
Lo 4

Blowing Stone. Ve returned to our Hotel, each day in time to dine, and

.
-

it was in one of our walks, gOan tn¢ouan a V*ILage, and entvering tne ozen

‘Church, we found that a hive of bees had swarmed just over the Communion

Table.

3

vths, born

P

iy Father died this year on April 25th eged 86 and 9 wo

3

July 22nd 1800. Grandfatner Snort died October 25th 1886, sged 80.

It had been arrsnged that the marriage of Will and Margaret shoulc
take place in Octobver 1888. Bui in June he was elected to the Chalr of
Political Science and uconomh g, at the University of Toronto, and the
wedding was fixed for July 2nd for the very especial rzason that his werk

Fad

in Woronto bugen in October. He went to Herne Bay, wnere many ol us

visived him 1%t was a lovely morning when we all lelt Loncon for the
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until they sailed. On their return from Cuaberland tney cailed'on 3ishod

t

i

e
§

o

narriege; vefore we reached Oxford the rain fell in iorrenis =z2nd con-

tiruvad to do so until § o! clock, Vie drove o Lincoln College, end
alver some refresaments, to George Strect Congreguiional Church whnere

the cercmony was conducted by Dr. Fairbairn, and then to lunch at Dr. Hiil!
\.
5, Tae Crescent, Banbury Road, where we had the pleasure of meeting all
iargaret's Zrothers and Sister. The first time we met Blrs. Hill was in
Staple Inn, where we had tea with Mr, llaurice Hill, znd ¥r. VWadsworih.
The nappy pair leit for the Lakes, and we reiurnsd home, aznd to our
urprise found iunt Eliza (in a fr¢ona's,) at Alscoi Rd. wailting our

return; she nad that day travelled from Gresford.

ks Will had to teke up his duties at Toronto lst week in October,

Dr. Falrbairn kindly piaced his nouse at VWill and Fexgaret's disposal

~

Studbbs &

<

. Chester, then to VWrexham and so to Oxford and we spent & few

1

days with them at benbury Rd. for final farewell. = And so they wernt fo
Canada and were =most kindly welcomed by, Sir Daniel Vilson the President

of the Univerxsity. - . §

X
Now we enter 1869, but it is so full of events I must not much enlarge,
fef~ obvious reasons. in the early part of Februery I was et home for iwo

weeks sick and waen I refurned to business, I found znat the Hatters Fair

b3

rade Union had made an offer to take to their Society, the whole of

. 1

+
mrisiyls Society, the chief reason be lrg, that they had prepared a new

[

£ AT

price lidt, and vefore presenting it to the Employers, wished to ges every

N N
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in Greazt Britain in vhe Union. But I found, t

[
]
i
1
[@]
)
£
"
iy
‘._

power of Cnrisiy's Firm the trade had drown up twd price iisis, the one

specially for Cnristy's being rather lowoer prices. than the one for ciher

1o I fels this was not righit, and so on thai asccount - velieving id

ATii5 e

ol

un‘ust to other Masters - I declined to join the movement, and with avout
W H

e dozen men we refusced 0 o out on sitrixe when ordered to do so by Ine

Trade, Vie had rezson to know our aciion wos taking effect, 5o we came

t, and tnat night at a General Meeting held in the Surrey Crnapel School

Rooms Blackfriers Rd., it was unanimously resolved to have one price iist
for the whole of the Zmployers. it was in the midst of the busy season

and the Employers all gave way, accepted tne price list and all returned

2R

to work. The difference in prices were great in all ovranches of the Trade.

T will just wention my own case. Before the strike, 3 dozen nats had been

o

booked out to me, at 4/9 per dozen. I had not bheen able to touch then, s0
when I left work, they were fetched back into the warenouse; vwhen ail vwes

N

settled, and work resumed, the same 3 dozen hats were rebooked to me at itae

-

new scale 8/~ per dozen, or 24/~ for 3 dozen instead of 14/% urnder the old
price. I hed veen in tﬁe habit of going early to work and working lave,
but now, the Trade forbade work beginning before 8 ol'clock, and it must
erd at 6 o! clock. :mhe contribution pér vgek was 2/2, but it was thought

.

that as Bocn as the busy season was over the masiers would by some means
ro%ist this new Price 1ist so it was resolved at a General MNeeting that
for ine next & weeks, no matter how small a man's earnings, he musi pay 2/2

contrioution, but for every shilling earned over 20/~ ne must pay 24d. Taus

cetiing a strong fund to aid in any fight which may Zollow. On iarch ihe

. i,

S s s b ialpa s e i e v e yea =
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i5th, my Sirst full week, wy eoarnings were £3.15.3., this Geing 55 snillings
. e . A — . R - ’
over the 20/w T nod o gladliy pay 53 two ponces and the ordinary 2/2:% iy
{raie contritution that week being 11/4, but my earnings had been avous 27/-

more ihan usual, with fewer hours.

write aboutl events in the Jdear home? I was received wiin

-t

Shall
mirth and chaffed about my wealth - Alice and Louie cene and sat on zy knees
anc rother sazid, "Pather, be generouws o the girlst, so 1 just gave nen 2/6
eacn. The following day the 16%h they had been out shopping in view of
tneir Sunday School Anniversary of the 24th, and there was much j@y’in tne
kitchen., Frod caolled me from the front parlour, where I was writing and

.

o -, . . N : CO Y - .« - PN .
asked pe %0 join the family circle wnich 1 was glac o Go. On Sundz;
[ <]

=
<
&
3
o

was at Schpol snd Service and on her tract disirict. Cn Tuesday I

wes dressing and heard her go downstairs for hot water, on reiturning, snhe

&

went to the plano for a few minutes,
dowﬁst irs I met her, when Mother told me she had violent pains in ine nead,
and she had sdvised her to go and lie én our bed for a time, it being zhe

larger Ioom. I went to business; at 12;30 I was foicned by a specia
messenger, when I reached home there was Nother, Alice, and the Doctor;

Louie had been taken to the dear Heavenly Father. tis thy day so shall

thy strengih be': in oux tine of need we were divine ely helyed. Louie

had alnayq enjoyed perfect health, it was needful for a post mortem, we

=y

decided all should be done in the home. The next day I wrove $0.5ir

Jznicl Vilson enciosing o leifter for VWill, as we were nost paxious zbout
o 3

Vargaret. Alice, was at once taken care of by irs. Vebd of Butlers Vnarl,

Hox s;ejdown. Until after the funeral, the Sunday School Anniversary was

tnere was & silence, and as I was going

P VU, ———— AR
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postooned until Novei bel, and insiecad tﬂerCOL there woas a keworial Ssrvics

for dear Louile, Alice alone was with Mother in the Ione wnen Louie bocans

4

alarmingly i11; she had long been in very feeole health, 2

she was in Wales, and having a drive, vhen overitaken by heavy rein and not

o Pad

b + RN - T S B v wats ey P PR
avle io shelier zoi very wel whlcn resulied in WiSULLTlo lever &ad weod

te o - - o n i e ' - Seey 4 P o : —per g T Ay
neaxrv, She ran o Grenge 2d. for the Doctor, but tho stralin was SO groan,

- she was very 1ll exnd preparations were mace fox ner zoing with Hother ©o

Hastings, as soon as the Doctor would consent. On the last Sunday oraing
in April 1889, just as I was leaving home foxr ithe Tabernacle there wa

received 2 wire from Dr. Hill informing us of the birth of our firsi Grand-
davchter and zood news of Kargaret, we were all pleas cd, iother scoffing o
me as “Grhngféther“, and in her vanity said 1 owgnt o aak C.HE.8. to announce

the fact from the pulpit. About a wcek later, the invalid was taken to

Hastings, the weather was lovely, and in let ers received each day we read

2
(o]
<l
23
o
H
ct
1y
}_l
[

o
&

now delighted she was with the Laburn ﬁ; Lilac, Cnestnut and
taken in a Bath Chair ©o the sea-Iront Irom
wnich she gave leaflets to passers by. .On the 21st of ley, about mid-Cay

i was summoned to ﬂastings, but I was tvoo late. Vhat ail‘mouner‘s broiners
and their wives, wiih my dbrother and sisters were 1o us, as$ neilgers, God

-

alone xKnows. Aunts Carrie and Susan taking charge ol and he

-+

ving lothner

ingmany waeys. ercy was then not 13 years of age;, the loss of nis two
sisters wes Lo nim a severe shock - as of course it was to &ll of us - and
effected his school work very much that year. In August he went to Wales
and was there several weelks, it nelpecd fo shake olf whie disiress conseguant
~of the dé%th of nis sisters, he made excellent progress at School a d for

.
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b years gained scholerships varying in amountis of ten to tweniy zounds.

X1
For the next year itnere is litile to rezort at business, irads
varied, but in July, wnen at tea anout the last Sunday we received o

Tuston Station that

h] [T O o AT L T . . - 4 - 3 PR3
TCLegTran STaTang ene LannaaIsng were o aTTAVE &%

f_.

evening, we yearncd to see and welcome all cspecially the tiny annie.
It was & joy to bring them to Alscot Rd.

That year we had many happy mcetings, and had the pleasuare of

1T

snending oeveral d“yq with ¥Will and family in the gquaint cotiage just

of £ 5t. Gilest. The visit of the Son and family was ncoring its clese,

they were coming to us for weekend, about the 6th of September. On

the Friday belfore I had discovered that I had losi the sighs of my rignt
3

eye and going to my Doctor ‘he advised me to go to the Opihalmic Hospital,

wooriields. On the Monday morning, hother and I went wita Vill and

po)

family to say farewell at Liverpocl S5t. Station,
and we into the {ospmuaL nearbhy. They were cnxious we should send vhem

& report of my condition. I was under examination for nearly 2

by varidns spccialisté, ané in the end I was told it was feared there N
was something forming in thg eye which would need to have the eye removed.

winis was soon made known %o Will and he ran dovm to cheer me.  Fo

H

23
veeks I was under observation ot licorfields, as an out-door and indoor
patient; it was thought bto be a2 most importart casey at last I was

seen by Dr; Hettleship, who was of opinion there was no growih, altnovgs

I had no hope of ever regaining the signt. I hed been away Iirom business
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.all this time by the orders of the Doctors and now, wnen compelled o
Fireturn, I found it quite impossible to do Sheping, through ny loss of rigat
:'eye,‘ t is now'IT years since that happened, and I am glad to say iy
<,laft eyé has not been affected and i wen enjoy tne surrounding scenery

\

;and all things at fairly lbng distances ﬁlmost es well as ever.

XII
. There were several happy evenfs in the years from 1890 to 1895.
It was in 1891, that Miss Devonport hlll, who was a menber of tne London
=’ochoo"l Board and cousin of Margaret went to visit Canada and spent much
‘of the sulmer w1th Wlli:and Margafet. " On her return, we were invited

to dine with her at Hampstesad, éo that she may nave the opporiunity of

“fellihg ws of the pleasure of her visit. ' ;

In 1895 Dr. and Mrso 111 went to America and spent the summer at-

- f

Cambrwdﬁe and durlng the hot weather vere at Cape Cod when our eldest
Granddon was born in AuguSu, and Qhen the Dr. and mrs. Hill returned to -
holly Hle, Hampotead “we Jpent 8 day wlth them, as they had so many
pleasant tnlngs to ‘alk about in connectlon with {their visit.

: ’ Iﬂ 1894 Ulll cane a?one.to Bngland on specizl business, and in
1896 Dr. and Mrs. h111 went egain to America, when they spent many weeks

t Mount Desert halne, 1t belng Wlll and Margare 's summer home.

Things in the home were going happily, and Percy, at school,
maxing good progress. In July 1892 the family again came from Foronto,

this tine bringing dear baby Alice.




—— — s St B it S

C o 40 -

Just before they sailed Will had been invited 30 the Chair of
2

Teonomio History just founded at Karvard, and very soon after their
arrival in England it was decided that he was appointed, so at the close
of their holidays, théy went direct to Cambridge, iiass, & friend in
Noronto forwsrding to them all their houschold effecis.  They had .
secured the use of a roomy house at Headington, Oxford for part of their
visit, and we had the pleasure of a charming visit there, and in tne
agsence of the Parents in Ireland for a vwieek we enjoyed taking care of
Annie mnd Alice, and taking them pbout in the Pram. We also visited
‘Dr. and Mrs, Hill at the Crescent, and on one of the days, the Grand-
parents and all the family were;photo'd. in a group.

~I% had been arranged that Fred and Nellie were to be married in
dugust. Kellie was an old friend of the familf, coming first to ws wahen
obout 8 years of ‘age and growing up as“companion of Alice and Louié. It
%éa a truly happy dey when we mel at Parish St. for the joyful event, and
211 tho party had a good time at Alscot Rd. Tnat is neaxly 15 years 250
and we ere proud of Fred and Nelliets % boys.

As my health had quite failed in Moy end I was %totally unable to
follow my employment, Will with unbounded love made things easy foxr me, we
have often wondered ab the goodness of both Will and kargarct, vhose
ingome wes not inmense; _ﬂe,.ﬁt least, do feel grateful. In Sepiember
we_ggain_ssid‘goodpye,‘when the new Frofessor went to Earvard.

S Y

 r




- 4L -

XITX

Tt had long been felt that it would be a greab help to my healin
if we could leeave London, and all tne femily wished us to do so. - Zut
as Percy was at Si. Olaﬁe's, we found i{ impossidle to make the change,
end 50 we reached 1895 and Percy would be 1eéving School in July.

Ve spent many days that spring in goiﬁg to places in Kent, Surrey
and Essex to try to find a suitable home, even going - at Will's suggestion -
as far as 5t. Albans. Percy, who was now - jointly with \ebber, Capiains
of the School - had been 3 times to Oxford, to compeie for a Schdlarship:
he had been successful at Lincoln where he obtained a Scholarship value
£60, for 3 years. The good broiher end sister had made all arrangerents,
and invited Percy to stay with them at Llount Desert, when ne had finished
at St, Olave's. . =~ - . - o | 3

On the 26th of July, Friday, it was Commen. I was invited to lunch

" with the Governors aud then I learnt that Percy had been given an exnibition -

of £50 for 3 years, He also had a la?ge nwaber of Prizes,

The next morning, Fred went to see Percy off, on his way Ifrom Waterloo

tation to go on board the St, Louls, at Soutnampion. VWihen landing av

New York he was met by lir. Hatthews who had been a Teacher in Parish St.
Sunday School and héd married an old friend of Lila's, Miss Doguett. They
were now settled in New York. DPercy stayed with them the night, and next
L2
porning wen® by Fall River Boat 1o Nount Desert, where he found Will and
Eargeret awaiting his arrival,

On the evening of Percy's salling Mother and I went on & visit 1o

Uncle Edwin and for some days in real earnest we scusht all about EZppirg

Forest for a suitable residence but without success.  Returning hoxre
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about the 10tn of August, I saw in "Daily News" advertiisement of houses
to leb at Worcester Park and Bwell; as these two stations were nexg
each othes on London and Soutn Western Railway, I delermined to visit

each place, going [irst to Worcester Park. The nouse there 1 did nox

~

v

like and when enquiring my way to Viest Ewell vias directed into the
London Road, was delighted with the country around, and after passing
the entrance %o Nonsuch Park about 80 yards away I came to 2 houses
which were in course of building, one was nearly ready, and after I had
been to West Ewell to see the house the advertisement.of which had brougnt
me down, I went to see the Landlord of ﬁhe houses which were buildlng and
which, after Tcarnlng the rent, I decided to take, subject to Koiner ahd
Tilats epprova. °. I thoughi{ the house just the ticket, and surrcundings
beautiful. - The rollo 1ng day Mother and Lila went to Ewell and it wes
ae01ded to entc“ the new home on Sepoember 15th, as they both liked it
'ucn, as aqu uld Prpd when & few days later he and I went to mezsure for
blinds. | | ‘

So-it "gcams to pass thaﬁ after residence in London from May 4in
1856 until September 15tﬁ 1895, we came to Ewell richly enjoying its pure
air andlon tﬁe whole our health has been greatly benefited and at all times
it has been ouxr deliéht to be able to receive all the members of our family,
gud meny times it has been a kind of Convalescend Home.

Percy had a gloraous‘ulme at Mount Desert, Boston, Cembridge, anc
otner places, and was greatly, pleasvd with our new nome &nd its surroundir
when he came to us, on the 11th of October end going into residence atl

.

Oxford Universiiy 2 daya later,
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During the next three years all went comforiably at Ewell, Fercy
coming home in University Vacation and Fred and Tamily spending ever)
O Y Sp &

holiday time with us. There were as usual the regdlar weexly American

3

letters keeping us closely in touch with the family there. In 1865
Percy had his final Exam in the Honour School.of liedern History erd we

wera all immensely pleased, to learn on the 2ist of July, that he had

.gained a First Class in Honours List. A few days bvefore this result

was made known, Percy had been in for a prize Examination at the London
Scnool of Economics, aﬂd on the following Tuesday, July 26th we were
proud to learn he had gained a Scholarship of £L00 a yeaxr for 2 years
for reseafch work in Germany and France. That same month Will had
arrived in England, for the "Sabbatical' and he and his family were in
the old country to share these pleasures @ith us. In October, Percy

. }
went to Cermany and we had many long and deeply interesting letters

Hfrom him about his journeyings and work, coming home in time to spend

fugust Bank Holiday with us on Box Hill. - That year we were egain in
Cxford, siaying with the American family in Banbury Rd., when on one

Sunday afternoon we' met amongst other callers, Dr. Caird, the lasfer

of Balliol,

In September.the Sabbatical came 1o an end, and we once more rost
reluctantly fayewelled the Professor and family for America.. That was

P \ .
Just one month before the commencement of the Boer War.
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In 1900, Percy went to France, and had a long stay at Toulou
" where he had an alarming illness, and it was his good fortune to neet

in the Hotel an American lady who was extremely wind to him and cared

L

-+

for him in the nursing. hgain we had long letters descriptive ol ine
:places he visited and the official people he constantly met in his
enquiries. He returned to England in August, and that éame nontn

“was appeinted Lecturer in the.London School of Econoéics. About this
‘time he entered as Resident at the Passmore Edwards Settlement, Tavistocek
'Place, aqﬁ'for soout 5 years héd mich to do in its canagement and woxrk.
"It was I think in 1601 that by arrangement he met ir. R.B. Haldgne at
}the house of Mr. Sydhey Webd and was inviied by }x. Haldene to bacome‘

_ y
his political Secretary, a year later was also asked by Sir mdwerd Crey

sto act in like manner for him, and a yetar after was elso doing similar

work for Hr.-?.;Runciman; M.P. for Dewsbury.

In 190% early in the year Percy did a special work for lMr. Haldane

.

on the Fisitory of the Irish Land Question from its earliesi days, it was
printed by Mr. Haldane for circulation amongst his f{riends, one of these
papers was given to the then Prime Minister - Mr. Balfour - who sought an

interview with Percy in the Primoe Minister's private room in the House of
Commons, and wihich led to Percy doing 3 pieces ol important research work

that summer for the Government.

“How T must get back to the famlly at Earvaxrd; who giving up &ll

hope of cozing permanently to reside in the 0ld Couniry had bought for
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hemselves, as swamer residence, a cottage with some land, near ine sea, '

&t Smiths Cove, Hova Scotia, and were tnus part of the Jeur, under the
+ule of the Britisa Flef.  Percy in 1901 nad been invited to give &
Course of Lecturesrat Tne University of Wisconsin, ladison, U.S., aad
when these lectures were ended it was arranged itnat he wourd travei
through Canada in August, and have a loﬁg visit to Will an’ fa Ql*y, at
Smiths Cove.

Birmingham University had recently been founded, and it was
decided by the Council to establish a Chair of Commerce, the first of
the kind in any BEnglish University. . Very early in July I saw an
advertisement in the Weekly Bdition of the Times, describing the

. | :
position of the New Chair, its value and inviting Candidates for the
Professorship. Thias I sent to Will when he decided to ofier himself

- 3 3 - ’ L] . ’ - - . ‘.‘ a
for election, and arrived in Birmingham three days pefore the Klection,

which was fixed by the Council for July 3lst. There were meny Candi-

dates for ithis Chair, leading econonmists and others, with these names

+he Commitiee had to exemine and select, and after two or three meelings

34 was decided by the Committee that Professor Ashlev's would be the
N

only nane rocommended to the Council, he having had nuch ex erience and
] o

ﬁaching on commerce, both in Toronto University and Harvard. He was

.

thus unaﬂlmouqu elected by the Council, he was then called into the

Cbuncil Room and informed by the Chairman, Mr. Beale, wno is Vice

Chancellor of hie SLUCCESS, and after a few words by the Professor the
7 v
L

Chaizman said nis stipend would date from the next day, August lst.

Chexs was groet joy in the home et Ewell wnen Father, llother and .

U L g oo

i
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Sister received the good news by wire, and thad day Will joined us in

thanxsgiving, for this turn in evenls sc unexpected three montns balore
[ ] b]

and on the next day he sailed for home to preparce

o3

heme ond bring to England his family ~ they had thus been abous 17 yoars

in Canzda and Cambridge, and always been treated wiin utmost kindress and

LS

rtad no conplaint of people or climate, but there hed ever been a longing

for the old country, where the parents of both largaret and Will lived,

with brothers and sisters on both sides of the family. And now aboul

Percy in these changes. In his Journey from New Yorx to Madison he hed
visited Niagara Falls, and other places. After his work of lecturing
was over, he did travel through Canada to Smiths Cove, but by reason o

[

the appointment at Birmingham, the visit to Smiths Cove was not so long

a8 had been arranged, and with the famwily ithey all returned to Caxmbridge

s

H

4o get a1l ready for the voyage to England.
It was important that Will should visit meny of the most imporiant

JIron and Steal districis in the Statves before commencing his duties at

[}

Birmingham. Wnilst the housebreaking ‘and packing was going on, Percy

-

nd Will visited many places and wexre in the Hotel at Buffalo in Septexber

el

wihen they were startled to hear that the President - licKinley,nad been
shot in the Exhibition buildings in Buffalo. They at once went 10 the
place, and saw the President carried away on an ambulance, ne died a
{ew days later,;and wnen they were driving from Caxbridge to go on board
theixr boai at_Bostén, they heard the bells tolling ennouncing the dsaih.
I was at 0ld Bond St. in business, wnen news was received of Adbrahan

Lincoln's assassina%ion. . It had taken place on Good Friday, April 14in,

I3
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1665.  There was then no telegraphic cable to Rew Yorx; one had been

1aid, and messeges passed for a short time, when 1t became useless, and
it was not until Monday,mﬁéril 24th, the news was received from Guaens-
tovm . There was immense excitement, and on the following Sasvurday
evening 1 sittended a meeting of Sympathy with the American people nsld
in Jemes's Hall, and addressed by many eminent men. Vaen Garfield died,
after lingering some weeks, I attended ~ with Will - & meeving of sympathy X
i oo
in Exeter Hall, whgn Lowell - who was then Anerican Minister - presided;
and now, when KcKinley was murdered, the third American Presidenf who had
thus been assassinated, I went from Ewell to attend a lemorial Service at s
11 o! olocg’in Vestminster Abbey, and being in the City on business, I
saﬁ there was a Service in St. Mary's, Aldermenbury, at 2 otclock 1o
which ”Eggphanté" were invited. I attended that, and at 4 o'clock went
4

to one in 8t. Paultis Cathedral. Each of these services were nost

impressive, with crowded congregations: At each service the nymn was
sang, some pard. of which the dying President'repeafed -~ 'Nearer my God
to Thee". - o it - R ' K kS
In the last week of September 1901 to our grea: joy, Will and
family with Percy landed at Liverpool, Will for his dutles at Zirminghan
University and residence at Edgbaston. Ve have hed man& héppy visits
to thet delightful home, and seen the upgrowing of our grandchildren, . b
o .
naving elso had the opporiunity and pleasure being twice present in the
Nown Hall on Degree day. Thesse things have been much enjoyed dut our

chief thoughts of the rebturn of the family to England have been gladness

because MNargaret wes taus brought near to her dear cdear perents in the




sorrowiul events of the next two years. The loss of boihk Lother and

v
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father were severc blows, but we feel they wéuld nave been much more
sovere had it been tnpt tne family were in the z@L~off land ard
lMargaret not present to cheer and help.

Everytning has been going so well at Ewell and whe good daughier,

Sister and Auntie hes made it quite casy by her cheery help to iother,

for us to have frequent visits from everyone of our Sons, Daugnters,

and grandchildren which dare I hope at ny age may be long continued.
Fred is going on much as usual with a full and tusy life, not
only at O0ld St., but in many other things, uuch as lectures, and his
full day on Sunday in connection with Union Chapel, first as Superin-
tendent of the iarge School and Choir Master. It is 2 pleasure to seec

fred and Hellie's three boys growing up and as we believe they will Ge

stelwart men; the trouble with Freddie seems to have guite passed away.

And now a few words about Percy. = His has been a remarkabdble

-

[IOES———

growih and progress. - \We have been pleased that he hes by his work

- )

been brou it in ClOub touch during the last 6 years with sever l leading
statesmen and this coupled with his writing of books, has helped hinm into
his present position at the Board of Trade.

About 4 years ago I was ipvited to the &nveiling of a couple of . ) >
busts, at tne Passmore BEdwards Setﬁlement-by the American Minister,

Ly Choata and lr. Humpnrey Ward. On that day I was introduced 1o &

young lady "Miss Hayman" who made me very happy in the Setilement Cardens

with tea and atr woer“les. I nad my suspicions, bus did not mention E

them; anyhow, "it was love at first sight" with me, and wnen on 16th

y -
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ouly, 19006, iiss Hayman became Lrs,. Perey Ashley it wes one of the hapricst
days of our lives, only crowned by the joy we nhad, on receiving the news of

" the birth of their son on Septemver 4th, 1907. And that dear boy Gran

pa
is going to see on Saturday next, ¥ovember 23rd, 1%07.
And now I close these notes hoping they nay interest all our fanily
P e e e e e e e e e s e e e e e e e e e e s e e e e e e e e e e e e
POSTESCRIPT

The youngest grandchild of James Ashley waé Percy's daughter, Audrey
liay Dora, who was born on February 6th, 1909.
. James sAshley died on Pebruary th, 1611, and his wife in 1924.
Qheir grave is in Ewell‘churchyard.

This'autobibgraphy passed into the possession of William hshley, and

some pencilled notes by him, made when preparing some account of nis own

hd .

.life,‘record that he received the honour of Knighthood in June,;l917f'a
year before he became Vice—Principal of ?he University of Birmingham.: .In
1933 Percy Ashley received the X.B.E. for his work at the Board of Trade
end the Ir rort Duties Advisory Committee.

The exis tence of this autobiographical writing seems 1o hqyevbeen
unknown to most members of the Ashléy family. In 1945 it came into Percy's
na .ds and he was very greatly pleased and interested. 'He'wrote'to his

daughter a long letter of comment upon it, planning to have copies made

3

Tor ¢ifferent branches of the family. "I have started to rrepere

g
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conying," he vrote Yadding a few notes and making some slight correciion

-

]

¢ facv: ,for ny fatheris menmory, as is nol uncomnman, was more pracise
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~=d accurate asoudr vhe far-oll ovents Loon aboul vhoss i Wil lage wnlni e

3 " L - -y Y > - ~ e - e
of his l1life. Tut these are very omall points and I am certainly ta<ing

1o liberities with the style.” . L

Some 52 pages of the autoblograph
soint when Will geined the Brackenbury scholarship in 1874 Percy dic
on Sepiemver 13%h, 1945, and his daughter has had ithe remainder of iha
book copied just as it was writien by Janmes Lshley. It

this record will be of interest to the younger generations of the farily.

Vnen Crandfather died, the i.S. was given to Uncle ¥ill and on nis ;
!
death pessed on to Father. Gerald took charge of the X.S. when Father

k)
alic

died and lent it to me Lo read. T thousht it should bhe edited an

possibly printed for the benefit of fubure generations of the "Pamily"

EA =

"and sent it to Uncle Percy who dealt with it as recorded in the above

"Postacript". 1 an the "Freddie" mentioned on page 48 and was very ill

) ) as a boy, living with my Grandparents for several years and to whom, emong
{

a .

; meny other things, I undoubtedly owe my return to good nealih, "Lifés

]

restest Blessing'.
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