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It 1s two 1n the morning on the B'th of Ha.rch IQIO».A«; ;

A workfng ¢lasg mother :Ls in labor having her fourth son.She
has already had three d :

another dauwghter. The uidwife is in eomd, sheisﬁa(searﬁb
d-of a-platoon,efficient-and-to-the Midwife,
| $h Whole affair is quite routine, the gives orders for hot

mmwalsymwply—oﬂea

My -father-wit g the help of my o sl Bters 0BrT) '
orders, they,\ 0 bring water from the taps n the baok a:l.lay,

thereare only four ¢aps and Tour WCB for,upé ofabout one
hundred of the tiny slum dwellinga on Leydun St,it is ¢old

roinihg an re in the grate of the kitchen
is hardly adequa.te to hea.t the ammount of wate d

Tequires.

The tiny dwelling has been clesned and some diginfectant ha.a

been used and the smell of it pervades the -alr,but the bed
bugs, cockoaches, and the fléas are still injfvidence also mice

and the odd rat-or two.It is now four am-and-there-is-sbry —
from the tiny lamp 1it bedroom, the Midwife ents the um'bilieal

eap&wra.ps—a—se %—peun&%ori 8—-ah ¢
and Joe Ayre hag his entry 1nto the the world. e

My father has gone to sleep on the sofa in the kitchen, e
~there s a tap on the window and & voicé shouts '"VhHey OLIievv
-the Rene IEl Pacifioo ip coming intc the North Hornby,(this
“ehip alwaye dockéd in the North Horn'by)and if we get dewn
_there we might get a days work.l aaifigo v

regular run and made a round tr:l-p tothe eastexnaeaboard ef
the USA ahout once a month.THE hiring of the doecker

the ships was & very degrading buiemess,when my: father and hia
pel arrive at. the doeks which-are—only-a—stones-throw:

Lsydun St in Liverpool they proceed to the dosks. shada and'
wait-whith hundreds—of- o%her—dockerﬁ—omtde—tha—hnge—ﬁoow%

-reightgmen—in allya gang conuists of METT 0N DORK :

the gheds.there will only be enough work. fox:’four gangs forty -

on the dock.When the ship is alongside and made fast,the anger

will open the phed doors and Belect thHe mer 1o needs and the
reat of the men will walk away dejected Imowing that without

“aiy work or yery 1itile there wont bemich for thelr Tamilies
to live, on. The Yéndlord who owns the slum dwellings in the -

ares ad’,jacent tqthe docks lives in Irinces Park miles away frazm
the décks,and he does not now nor does he want to know how

the dookers get the money to pay him his renty,he hires &
r&;uqmgjm,hamtmmmm@mmwaus_m
of the eity,and when he wente a tenant evioted he hires 8

- Bailiff. - : .
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. This autobiography will cover seven decades of the life of |

& working man,of his struggle to survive,his political life

- and his work in order to liveyand his desperate efforts at

times to find work,his efforte to help to organize his fellow
man as a shop steward,aliftime handicapped by very little

| formal education.

My earliest recollections are of my Mother as she lay in her
goffinsas I wasg lifted up ﬁpkee her before the lid wag screwed

- downeche had died of consumiion moc doubt brought aboullby an

inadequate diete.She denied herself sufficient food in order to
feed her brood of kids.Iremember going tothe funeral in a
horse drawn coach and the little black velvet suit I wore
which I suppose had been bought at a second hand shop or a
pawn shop for a couplej shillings,I never seen it after the
funeral, it was no doubt pawned or sold as my father was often
unemployed or on strike.My father insisted that the children

pf the family be brought up in the Protestant faith although

- my Mother was a Romah Catholic, she held steadfastly to her

faith and attended mess and went to confession.Her name before
marriage was Mergaret Sattella, she was of Spanish-Irish
origin end a very violent character, she had very little fear,

- the only person she feared was the priest,and she done many a

yenance. :

The working class of the British Igles made great Esol
pacrifices during.the I9I4-1918 wer & war that did not start

- becauge of an asgination in Serbia or because Germany invaded

Belgium.The Capitalists were in competition with each other #£m

. for markets and trade routes. ANA although it was called the

**the war to end war'' we know now that this slogan was just

- another ocon-game that the Capitalists of Great Britain played

with the working class as the pawng.My Mother saw my Father

- and two Brothers join the army to go and fight for a country

in which they had only known poverty and degradation.lfy Bmoihil

" Brother Tom was killed in the Battle offthe Somme and my TFather

was wounded in action.My Brother Oliver came back from the way

- 8till only nineteen but I remember how old he looked.My Mother
. was recelving a small allowance because my Brother Tom was

killed in action and she took to drinking very heavyly,che

. would draw the pengion on a fuesdayyandjinto a pub and put the

money on the bar and say to the people intthe bar ''that is

- blood money!'we will drink it,and she would stay in the pub

until she was drunk.She had a bititer diglike of Chinamen and
thought they were all heathens.On her way home from the pub BB
she would break the windows of the Chinese laundries.When thed
police arrived on the scene she would fight with themgand at

. times they would send for the priest,he was the only person

she was afraid of. The Priest would say to her in hisg Irish

_ brpgued''get along home with you Maggie'' and I guess he

imposed some penance on here.



1My Father in- -hi's'*sa.iély‘ workiug*ltfé"'wént;to*-se a"ﬁinfwaa:-i;iing”

’

ships '*before the mast''and like mo

st other seamen of that

“Tp#® 1o0d he developed great skill with his HaAdss i & SUNDAY —
_|morning he would pit in the kitchen with his LASY and mend. =~

the boots of all the members of the family.He could sew,xnit,
i darn and-he_was-a_good.painter and varnisher.He taught my __
Brother Bill and I how %o make flgor rugs out of canvas and -
-o!:d—-olothesrthet-vl—d-»—cl—othes—wweuld—,q’éwb*:l—nmstripsfaa@;the_worhﬁ__ ......... -
wag done by punching holes in the canvas with a gmall''Marlin

and by passing the strips of cloth through—the-ocanvas——
which would have a pattern on 1t marked by)Father and if we

“'deviated from his pattern We would get u severe olip on the mg
| ear.The ruge would be socld to sup
maybe pay foyfa

few pints at the pubs

plement the family budget or

my Father quit the sea he went to work on the dooks and
‘member-of the Transport ond GENERAL-Workers. Unlon. for
o Uthirty five years.He was a supporter ofijthe British
“Iabor Party (this-party was-im-power-geveral-times)butd-
have always tried to reform the Capitilist

When

System and like

1"the Wew Demooratic Party in Canada have failedsAt the present— —

Party in power in Britain there are

time 1978 with the Labo ty 1y
1,600,000 unemployed inBritain and I,000,000 In Canadas -

~wag ~done )there was no bath dbut -we -had-

I pricked in With & Spaos underneath for the fire,the flue &
_{ went directly into the chimmey,

|- 14ttle slum-dwelling- IO -Viotoria Terrace off Rothwel

~ seven shlllings and seven pence per-week.

| §n the morning I would let him out-and the little devil was

The family hed 1ived at 08 Leydun St for many years but now

| with the war--unemployment was.n oLquithueM;pmhlﬁmm;%;ﬁh ——

it was before the war and we were a&ble to move into a slightly
~better-dwellingsit was the same--size but-we-had-a-back -yard. ..
and BRL83Z tiny soullery (this is where the waghing and bathing
a-tap—indogbsyand b6

heat the water there was a boller, a large cast iron pot

also downstairs there was th

kitchen,Bpatairs were two small bedrooms,the toilet oF Yo as

| we .ealled. it,wes._in_the_back yard,the rent was three ehilling

sre. was that

};ﬁt__dgst__.__ L
pased to

per week (I visited in Liverpool in I952 and th
the figame ap it wap in I915 but the rent had be

en in

“In the back yard we Wad & 11ttle menagerie (MY uncles-wemt to———- -

| Bea and ap sailors will,they brought home pets.)We had a

monkey,a parrotylinets, canaries,and xabbits Zﬁmﬂe T
black faced monkey came from Weat Africe and,]l were ingeperabde
he had a cage in the back yard IAXEHE but as soon as I-got up.

full of mischief, I have seen him steal my younger.tSisters
.. ‘fﬁod;. - e o T M eam TR e WM N M e S e e e e 1 S b = e SR ) R e e e A e e e - i n v e s e e ST




} et One-amasing -inei d_en-t-—-wa,s-»-"-when~n%yu;3a;thsrfwaa;?_o_p;._t;;.;o_gw;wer-kf--fgyﬁwﬁe-ﬁ‘-;—._a;
a long time in 1919 mylFather took the ‘parrot in-his cage to. - . SULED

B & the-~pa.wnahop;t'o*“'try--tv*ra:l'se*‘aomej%mmey;Wt'@_ef~'pam§rgker- LTI
told him he would lend him two shillings and’ Bix pernice on £i» -
| the cage but he would'nt lave the parrot at any i prioes T

|- {Texms for borrowing money from & pawnbroker were & e

| halfpenny for the pawn ticket and a halfpenny perhonth for

- |..e8ch ghilling or part of each thilling,thi _transaction re- ——
“ turned the pawnbroker sixty per cent pexr anmnumesy oo |
A . : L ;

—— e i S — e e e e e e T e Tt P

' The parrot was a terrible dre,a;tare,m'g” uncles taught him t6 -

_balk&ndhecﬁuldﬁﬁww3&3°od-as»any*seaf NE-MAN-OO~OL —— - —nr
own''thipexxxx

hig favorite expressions was!!your bars are down''thismxxxx =
T ooiean-expre s1-'orr;"ua_ei_i*“:’byffe;oai:fbmmsi’:firgmmﬁj;ntju ,f’-ﬁf-“aﬁ““—“ﬁ”"_ |
berson who they think 1s slightly off his h ad (occasionally)
'“”“""“’!"thé”-f‘f‘i‘fé’ﬁ*”ar"'é”‘i_n_ ships bollers will burn o and the bars

.l will fall down into the ashpit and the boile: will not work

properly until new bars are fittedy |

In 1916 myFather and two older Brothers were
- -—-When they were-on-furlough-at -the  game-tii
Father supervising my two Brothers when t
- their-buttons-and-bootsy the -chore had to be
before they ocould go out in the street and -

e, 7['vas satisfied he would take yhem out Tin. tha
3 ... | themyand the young boys who lived in the and myself would .

= |'fall in with them,if on "pnttfi.'.movea'aaﬂ'mﬁeh;as‘fa fraction

__t'am inch he would msake them take them off again,then he would
&0 1o the pudb with them as proud as oould bes =

JESEUERDTS— SO i e o

My sister Maggie was working inimm T

. . ~inymunitions plani and she - - ?

~---———{-gontracted a- -di—aease-%‘bﬁ&’tﬁ"&ha‘[;ﬁ'"hgﬂ@-thgﬁi-_-'éf_f_ggtjfofftming—hgrm e
her skin yellow, She mupt have ‘been psycologieally affected

“talsoyshe “s'[;arte'd*'t'o‘—drj;_gk‘11‘6’9.711?“5—77‘1‘%f".“'*"rtj T T T T e e
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