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CHAPYSI L

I was born on the 20th August 1890, in a terraced house

in White Knobd Row known as ilelson street, iyde, Cheshire. Uhe
name of VWhite Xnob How originated because every door had & white
china pot knob. At this time there waes six children, Jim, kthel
the twins, PTom snd sam, ALf and Bill and when L was born, Ruth,
then there was seven. Afterwards there camekannah and ¥red, so
in all we were 9. (liy fother and Father, Alfred and Hannah sanks
were your Great, great Grandparents).

LI can remember from the age of being three years when I
started to go to School, Just s few weeks after my birth, the
family moved to a terraced house in Globe Sguare, Dukinfield iall.
he Bechool 1L went to was quite near to my home. I went with my
brother Jim and sister ©thel.I Paid two pennies school money
every uwonday moraing, We started school with a prayer then we
vent along to our own classrooms according to our age and was moved
up into a different clasc every year. Ve were taught the three
RS 'Y Reading, Writing and Arithmeitic. 1In our arithmetic lessons
we were taught decimals and algebrs.

iy grandparents were landlords of ‘the Railway llotel, Globe
bquare, Can you imagine a square with terrsced houses on one gide
and The Railway Hotel in the middle of them. Acwoss the way on
the other gide was the school and my house was near the Liberal
Clob. Also in the squere stood the 01d Hall Congresmational Church
vhere my lather was a band of Hope Leader, and my rothor was in
the cheir, I only recently heard that a fire has destroyed the
nistoric chanel, the chapel itself was the only historical building
left in bukinfield., Listed as being of higtorical interest it
was once used by Lord and lLady Duckenfield. Heturning now %o

my graendparents -~ Jameg sand Cathrine dankg, Cathrine was a srench
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lady and James met her in #rance whilst on holiday. Her maiden
name was Cathrine Plantagenet. Iy sisterg and brothers used to go
to our graandparents every day after school, At the back of the
notel, the canal flowed by with coal bawrges working on it on their
way to nanchester Ship Canal. VWe always had a good tea at our
grandparents., Urandpa used to hand us a knife to go down to the
cellars where sides of beef and ham were hung and we cult the slices
which wepreferred, then Granima used to grill them on an open fixe
in her kitchen, The smell was appertising and when they were
ready we used to all =it around the large scrubbed white wooden
table and ate it with relish,
1n the sumner months we were taought to gwim. ‘the canal at

he back of the hotel was banked with sandbags on either gide and
we loved toswim and splash aboul after school., In the winter months,
when the canal was frozen over, Grandps and other neighbours used
to test 1% and they knew it would hold to enable us to skate on i%.
whe Tasghion in those days where long dresses and white cotton
petticoats and long knickers to the ankle and cotton smocks over
the dresses in the suwnmer sand in winter we wore fur bonnéts and
black tipoet coats with fur nufis. Grandma used to tske us to
Lieionardo's in ighton under Lyne for our clothes, Our skates wele
8 long piece of wood with a steel edge with tags and we would tie
the tags around owvr high buttoned hoots and mlide down the canal

to Captain Clark's sridge about two miles and back sgaein. Ve
vere all happy through our childhood and misged our vigits a lot
when we moved and came bo live in Hyde. dJust before we moved,
we lost Grandps and a few months later, Grandma., During this
period wy last sister was born, she was naned tannash after my

molher.
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1 was now nine years of age and my father decided to take us
all to live in Lyde. lie worked as a imanager ol Goodiellows in
vobtran foad, lyde. He was an Sngineer. Ve lived ai 201 wottram
koed. It has 4 bedrooms, 4 rvooms dounstairs and a hathroom, ‘Uhere
wos a lovely garden at the back where wnother grew vegetables and
s flower gorden. we saw the first trem which went up as far as
the Hew inn and came back passing our house each way. Ly youngest
brother wag born and was named #red,

Ve were all still going to school but this time we had to
be smepurated. Ly brothers aAlf snd Bill went to Hyde Lane (where
the P.8.A, is now) Iy sisters, Hthel and 1 were sent to Lyde
Vesleyeng and ny sigter hannah and eventually i'red went to school
-at Godley.

i am going to mske a diversion st thig point in tinme to
when 1 was six years of age. It will be of hisgtoriesl interest
to you both., During my sixth year 1897, Oueen Victoria was
celebrating her Golden Jubilee year. Her iwgjesty vigited ashton
and we all saw her. She was riding in a landav, dressed in black
and white. Ve stood in Stamford Sireet, Ashton and crowds of peonle
gtood on either side and as she passed she waved and we waved our
flags. We wvore re-d white and blue rosettes. We had teen given
a holiday to go dnd gee the Queen. 'The day after when we weni back
to school we were taken to the 01d Hall Chapel and we sang "“Rule
drittennia and God Bave the iueen and verious hymns., Un coming
out we werepiven a tew Yestament in pink and a new halfpenny for
the girls and for the boys a wew Yastament in blue and a new
halfpenny. The day was very hot and sweltering and ouxr boys held
their testaments and halfpennies so tightly that the halfpennies

indented their boolks which left a mark to this day. It was an
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exhausting day for us and we walked home tired but heppy and

when we arrived home mother gave us some lemonade and we rested

on our heds,

Returning now +to Hyde, we had some happy days and sad ones too.
When 1 was ten the twing, Yom and Sam died.

Wsther used to go o thellint in Woodhead and sdolmfirth. Le used
to take us with him on the train from Godley Station to Woodhead
ard then we walked over to Holmfirth, iHe would wesr his pink
Jacket and cresm breeches and black boots and black silk top hat.
Ye uged to follow the hunt. Sometimes when we came back, Father
might bring a hare and mam used to cook it, put black beer in it and
meked made Jugged hare -~ the flavour was delicious, it still makes
my mouth wster! iy father was a member of the Rooters Club in-
which their meetings werc held at the Star Inn in George Street
{There is no George Street now in 1977 the sireets having made way
for @ bus station and a motorway). Once we came back from the
hunt with two beadle puppies which belongged to the Rooters Club,
Father would train thege puppies for the hunt.

1 have another memory, it would be when 1 was about 12, L
won't to the Mare & Hounds in Mesrnley Street where Josy Knuckle
the Lyde ieal swimmer used to keep his cups and shields which he
had won., F was asked by Ruth Bradley {(a friend of the family) 1o
coue and clean them after they had been on show. Joey was a
great swimmer and a good help to Illyde GSeal., HRuth gave we half a
sovereign as gold was plentiful in those days. 1 cleaned the cups

and shields for two years.




I started to work at 13. 4Yhe school bosrd allowed children to
leave school if their attendances at school had been fully completed. .
I worked in 5lack #ills in the weaving shed on three looms,

veaving blankets and sheots and my wages were 52.0d. per week.

Fother was in the Salvation Army and she played the concerting
in the band, but she slso worked very hard for the family. Her
kitchen had a large range were she basked bread. ‘“he range had to
be black-leaded each moxning till it shone like ebony. The first
to get up was sather at 4 am he mlways 1it the fire and tosseted a
whole large loaf for us all who had to o to work. He would spread
the bhutter on the toagt and make a larie pot of tea and we all came
down for bhreakfast. rother used to pul ready our breskiast bhoxes
and billy cans. Sometimes they contained bacon smandwiches and a
jaffa orange, or bread; and fried fish or sometimes bresdh: add one
penny 80 we could get a penuyworth of bolled ham with a pickle at
a shop near slack wille., We had to be at work for 6 a.nm.

Besides working at the iill we all had our sepsdrate jobs to do
in the home. Brother Bill had 1to do the shopping, brother ALf had 1o
knead o dozen of flour te make the bread for uvg twice a week, I
had to help with the cleaning with my sister ¥thel. uy eldest
brother Jim went out to work with Paps. 1Lt wag Zthel and 1. who
started work first then followed our youngest sister Hannah and
then t'red. Ve all came home for dimmer time asg imother always
kkept & nice table for dinner. Ve had an hour for dimmer 12,30 to
1.30 pn., Ve used to meet our pals, lads and lagses going back to
work through Ti@?rs Passage and had many happy times together, e

an
had a quarter of/Homr for breskfast, 1 hour for dinner and ve
finished at %.30 pm,

Ag T grew older, father azlloved us to go- dancing, Ve all went

with our friends usually to hanchester. wo the Waldorf costing
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28.6d. or sonetimes to sixpenny hops. We used to catch the train

or gometimes a tram on mottram Road., I usuvally went with my pals
Jesgie Kirkland and minnie Butning., Arriving at the dance hall

we found a skip {barrel) at feach side of the door, one for men
and one for ladies. Inside were vhite gloves and each lsd and lasg
took a pair of. white gloves to wear whilst dancing and after the
dance was over we replaced the gloves.

In 1909 I was 19 years of age and I started couvrting a friend
of my brothers. 1 had known him from being 12. His name was George
Henry Cox. George asked my father if "he could walk me out" and
my father gave higs consent., We used to meet on Saturday, Sunday and
ednesday and we had to be home before 9 p.m. When I was 23 George
and 1 were married on 2lst June 191% at St.George's Church in-iyde.
I wore a blue costume and a 'picture' hat and L cuarried a bouguet of
sweet peas. 1 arrived a Church with my father in a- landaun. It was
very fashionable in those days to where a navy blue costumewith wis
a crean blouse and cream roses in the large picture hat,

vz first house was rented at 86 telson Street (White kndbb Row)
vhere ve spent a happy year there but then we moved to T King Street
where we had our first child, & son Wilfred born om 19th July 1915,

(Wilfred v

ras your Grandad Cox),
In 1914 the Great VWar started and Georgé was called up and joined
the Hoyal Bngineers. I went back to work after Wilfred was born,
iy parents had moved and lived next door and looked after Wilfred
for me, Ly parents moved after all their children and grown up-
Iiarmah, ALf, Bill and ired were still at home then,
Wilfred and T never gaw George again wntil after two years.
When the war was over in 1919, Wilfred wss six years of age,
and it took him a long time to understand that George was his bDad.

Whilst working at the «ill during these years we started at a
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quarter to eight and finished at 12 noon on gaturdays. As 1. said
nmy parents looked after Wilfred and when he started school it was
at the bottom of the street, called George Street Primary School.
vhen he was little he used to 'pop' in the school and sit and
listen to the lessons, he was three and if we could not find him
we knew where he would be. 'The suthoritiss then accepted him for
achool.,

When George, ALT and Bill came back after the war there was
great rejokcing because the family weve together asgain. The
years passed and we saved up. George was in work with my father.
Ve bhought =2 house at No.l4d Tom Shepley Street, our very own. We
had a daughter Buth and later another daughter Doreen lmily. Ve
had sadness because we lost Ruth when she was five through
Diptheris, Doreen was one year and Wilfred was working at 17%, he
hod finished at Hyde Grammar School but continued studying for
the Haster Coster brinters bxamination. He was employed by the
old sorth Cheshire Herald at lyde and he studied shorthend, typing
at iHanchester Schoel of Yechnology three days s week., He- studied
hard and when he was 24 he was the first man to win the Gold iiedal
for the Horth of Lngland of the hagter Coster Printers Uxamination
for eight years. He was presented with the medal at kelmsley
Newspapers in manchester because with the Second World War having
Just begun he was unable to accept it in lLondon where usually the
hedal would have heen precented.

boreen was six when the war started.
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september 3rd 19%9 was the start of the second world
war and the call to arms came once again. Wilfred was called
up on the 2nd January 1940 and on the same day L went myself and
joined the Womensg Voluntary service (now called the Womens Hoyal
voluntary service)., Gcorge joined the AJR.P. (Air-raid
Precautions). iline weeks after I joined the W.V.5. there were
certain examinations that had to be passed, i.e. we had to pass
through the gas chamber, stay for three minutes and then came out.
buringz the war we had to carry gasmasks in case nerve gas was
sprayed by German seroplanes, everyone carried a gasmask, it
went everywhere with usg, Ve had three months training in first
aid which 1 passed too. =sach day 1 went down to the Lest
Centre snd during airraidg L was on duty =t the Rest Centre

ali-an

to help look| the people whose houses had been bombed. ‘“hrough
the nights, the front door was always open in case L was called
on duty and on the table in the front room, was placed my tin
helmet end gasmask so that L could pick them up on my way outb.
Une bBundsy evening around nine o'clock there was an airraid,
we had heard the siren;a lady on a bycyle called to tell me
to come. whe was called a courier in those days. Hombs had

fallen on Lt.George's Church in Hyde, so I. made my way there on

foot and found & holacaust had struck the church and hotises nearby.

AJdt.P, Vardens were helping the wounded and some wvere carrying
the debris away. ‘uring airraids, when I was on duty, George
wvould be walking un and down the streelt and Uoreen geld slept
under the stairsg on blankets. 1 was on duty the day when the
last Uerman aeroplanes came over lingland. Iy supervisor was
vrs.dJacks the superintendent of the W.V.5. 1 met Lord and Lady

Reading once when | was on duty. lvacuees came to liyde fram
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Cheam, surrey and I was on duty through the night with the children,
the children arrived one rriday alternoon and we took them to the
Hest Centre in Union Street sunday School. Cots had been made up
in the large school room and esch child was fitted out with two
selbs of underwesy, stockings, pyjamas ete. We ladies of the Wa¥ada
looked after the children until they were settled inte homes.
Salvege was required in those days too, Hhyde had a balvage
Queen snd Loreen was one of her attendants. Whe Salvage Queen,
Jean Lomes end her attedants collected zs much salvage, ivce. books,
paper, magasines for the war effort. the salvage was taken to
the A.2.P. depot and sorted and sent away to gov.rnment departnents,
the government used everything they could make use of - the country
neededll of us.
in the Hest Cenitre, we had a rota and we could call and
collect anything that was reguired Trom this rota to give o the
people who had lost their homes during the airrdids. bhelters
had been built for people to use when the bombs came down and on
dvty we took and looked aiter those people in the .shelters. Ve

-

had @ kitehen staff in the rirve utation to look sfter tea and the

A.R.P. men used to bring it up. We had a rough time with the

bombers nsd our Firemen needed the help of a cup of- tes and sandwiches.
vuring the wer we had one holiday. ‘e went to stay with

wrs.Lily Whitteker (Aunty Lily) in Preston. Ve cume to- know Lily

throuvgh wWilfred being billeted with her wirilst he was stationed

st Pregton in the Royal uignals Regiment. LEfter Wilfred was

posted abroad, Lily and 1 used to correspond and we met Tqr the

fFirat time on that holiday. Lily was kanageress of the w.AA.0.1L,

helengying to the Church she went to and whil-t there 0Lily took me

down to the canteen which was open all the time and through the
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night for service men. Preston was important because of the docks.
deginents used to gather at Yreston hefore being posted abroad.
some Regiments waited at FPreston and used to be gathered in
Loor Perk and the back of Amnty Lily's house waiting for ships
to take them to their destinations. Cneevening I went down to
the station with Lily to serve the scxvicemenk: with hot <ea and
sandviches. e filled in a lot of time during that fomight
and even went to s dance snd was introduced o Londy berby.
Yhilst the war continued many peopl all over the British
lales suffered from injuries through bombings snd sir-raids,
many too were couvrageous in their duties to help others and for
their country.
#inaily the dny dswned when the war was all over, ¥ed. day
s0me
8th tay 1945 and/-athers, sons and daunghters returned home.
eventually. 1In Tom shepley Btreet, we had greet rejoicing, one
of the bhoys, ided sooth was coming hone from a vrisoner of war
camp and we had a grest party in the street for hint, We were
211 so pleased to see him saifely returned to his {family. ‘lhere
vere bunting of red white and blue hung along the street, flags
hung out of windowvs and on la.spposte, it was a -
in the yesrs to come, 1life settled down in to & pattern
once more. L still carried on in the W.V.5. and on reflection

find I worked for 17 years #vem [or my howe-town of liyde.
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T am now in my eighty eighth year and the years vetween
have passed very guickly although I can remeuber then as though
they happened yesterday. I have loot my husband and recently
my son. L have bheen living with my deughier and son in law for
cight years.

imere is only my sister, tiannah and mysell now and ve are
both looked after very well in different ways.

Both of wou are only sharins a little part of my life but
T wished you both to read about the historical events frou
the ape of (ueen Victoria to the second Bli-azbetheen age in the

1970s.

Whilte snob Row still stands as far as I know and 1 have
travelled along life's highway shering my life with my husband,
George, my children, looking after my parents and relatives

with happiness and sorrow bhut that's ilife!l

1 would like to dedicate this book to my grestgrandchildren,
i

Oliver and Elanor. nay bhey know snd Teach the fullaness o

1ife and bhe happy.




