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A Technology of War

Moving images have been engaged in violent conflicts almost since their first
appearance. Either as fragments bearing witness to violent events or as catalysts and
agents, moving images have shaped the way violence is imagined and performed.
Film is therefore not only a passive mirror of violence, but plays an active role in
forging violent worldviews. Film language itself relies on martial metaphors, starting
with the basic gesture of ‘shooting a scene’ all the way to the documentary’s stated
mission to ‘capture reality’. As Paul Virilio puts it ‘war is cinema and cinema is war’
(26). Cinema is thus a technique and a technology of war. If all of this is true, it is
equally true that the very same cinematic mechanisms that shape violence can be
used to imagine peace and justice and invent images for them.

The Image of Peace

Whilst we have a vast and pervasive warmongering visual culture, we do lack an
imagery of peace to tap into. In this sense every film that concerns itself with
resisting violence, has to invent and imagine its own peace. It has to do so also
because peace and justice do not exist in the reality the film approaches. In this
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About a War ongoing film project
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What impact can a film have? Potentially the impact a film can have is enormous, if
difficult to quantify. Much has been written about the real social impact of
documentary filmmaking and many documentary films about violence and conflict
have captured the attention global media over the last years. The impact of a film
however can only be acknowledged if one follows it through the folds of different
contexts. Global media attention maximises the opportunities for a film to receive
widespread distribution and therefore to reach the average cinema-goer and user of
streaming services. The consideration of such a wide and large audience helps to put
the issue the film revolves around at the centre of the news cycle and the echoes of
this might reach policy-makers at high levels. The risk however is that this exposure is
purely cosmetic and the felt impact of such recognition remains as glamorous as it is
short lived and diaphanous. This is the reason why it is important to follow impact as
it happens also at a different level, among affected communities and even among the
people whose imagined dialogue on screen becomes, because of the film,
acknowledgement, recognition. In these cases the dialogical imagination presented
in the film can become a trigger, a catalyst for very real dialogues among those with
whom and for whom these films are made. In other words, the dialogue enacted and
articulated on screen stops being just an imagined alternative, but becomes the
anticipation of realised conversations off screen.

You can watch About a War here

To read reviews on the film:

“0 unique glance” - International Documentary Magazine:
https://www.moderntimes.review/breaking-the-silence-about-the-lebanese-civil-war/

"speaks powerfully to a universal issue" - Middle East Monitor
https://bit.ly/2t}h4Dc

“a compelling and important work” - Will Self, Curzon Blog
https://bit.ly/3axhDR7

“seamlessly executed” - The Daily Star
https://bit.ly/2Gb3y9

“compelling and often unsettling documentary” - Arab News
http://www.arabnews.com/node/1450216/art-culture

“stirring movie” - The New Arab
https://bit.ly/2TLzQVe

“a multi-perspective picture of horrendous times” - The National
https://bit.ly/36jj0
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