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Introduction 2 Brunel University London, UK
The Mediterranean populations of Physeter Results

macrocephalus (Pm) and Ziphius cavirostris (Zc) are
facing increasing anthropogenic threats and yet
little is known about their populations . In
comparison to other regions within the
Mediterranean, the distribution and habitat
preferences of these species in the NE Aegean Sea
are extremely understudied ?. Improving site
specific knowledge on the distribution, abundance

and habitat preferences of these cetacean species is 2
essential for mitigating the impacting factors in this N 1
highly exploited region. . Y . .y
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Fig 2. Predicted smooth splines of the response variable presence/absence of P. macrocephalus and Z. cavirostris in
function of explanatory variables

Discussion

Presence/absence data for Pm and Zc were collected
during 290 standardised boat-based surveys along
the lkarian trench between January 2017 and
August 2022.

Fig 1. Study area and sightings of Pm (blue) and Zc (purple)

Satellite variables P! included in the GAM using the
mgcv package "

= SST and SBT (Copernicus Portal)

* Depth (EMODnet Portal)
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