
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The voluntary sector’s work lives on in the 
voices of those working in and engaging 
with it. Mixed with poetry and sound, bits 
of conversations stream from the trees. 
Birdhouses and birdcages are designed to 
let the public know about what’s going on 
in our own communities through its 
organisations... but it also lets us feel 
what’s going on! Should these lines be 
blurred when dealing with impact-driven 
research and public engagement?  
 
The installation is designed as soundboxes 
representing two types of stories: the “lark 
in the park” are the good news stories of 
the sector, and the “canary in the cage” 
warns of trouble (in the sector’s mines). 
Findings include data from interviews and 
discussions with VCOs collected for the CSF 
2018 project and a Brunel University project 
2024 for the Hayes and Hillington area, the 
University’s neighbourhood. Voices are 
curated into four themes and mixed with 
music, field recordings, and poetry (with a 
social conscience). These streaming 
soundscapes on a loop play from the trees 
in public spaces as people walk by.   
 
The project is funded by Brunel University’s Public 
Engagement Fund 2024. It is a continuation of an 
artist-based engagement with the Civil Society 
Futures 2018, an independent inquiry of the state 
of the sector in England. 
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