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Abstract—This paper presents a novel methodology for design
space exploration and resource optimisation of three-dimensional
Networks-on-Chip (3D NoC) architectures using hypergraph
modelling and genetic algorithms. The proposed approach com-
bines the mathematical rigour of hypergraph theory with the
evolutionary search capabilities of genetic algorithms to effi-
ciently explore the vast design space of 3D NoC configurations.
Unlike existing vendor-specific tools, our framework provides a
vendor-independent solution for NoC architects and designers.
The key contribution is the development of Performance-Cost-
Ratio (PCR) functions that enable quantitative evaluation of
different topologies and routing algorithms. We validate our
framework through two compute-intensive use cases: double
SHA256 cryptographic operations and real-time facial recogni-
tion. Experimental results demonstrate significant improvements
in both applications, with the optimised architectures achieving
up to 33% reduction in latency, 40% increase in throughput,
and 30% reduction in power consumption compared to baseline
implementations. The insights and techniques presented have far-
reaching implications for developing efficient and scalable NoC
solutions as processor designs advance towards kilo-core scales
and beyond.

Index Terms—3D Networks-on-Chip, Design Space Explo-
ration, Genetic Algorithms, Hypergraph Theory, Resource Op-
timisation, System-on-Chip

1. Introduction

HE exponential growth in computational demands and

the increasing complexity of System-on-Chip (SoC) ar-
chitectures have driven the development of three-dimensional
Networks-on-Chip (3D NoC) as a promising solution for on-
chip communication. As processor designs advance towards
kilo-core scales and beyond, efficient exploration of the NoC
design space becomes critical for achieving optimal perfor-
mance, power efficiency, and resource utilisation.

Traditional approaches to NoC design space exploration
often rely on vendor-specific tools and methodologies, which
can limit portability and flexibility whilst increasing develop-
ment costs. Moreover, existing research frequently addresses
narrow aspects of the design challenge, failing to provide a
comprehensive framework for evaluating and optimising NoC
architectures. One good example is [[1]]; while this framework

explores different architectural choices, it still focuses on a
specific application domain (CPU-FPGA SoCs); furthemore,
lacking generalisation to other NoC design scenarios, and
lack of consideration all design aspects, such as security
and reliability. Another such work is [2], which delves into
TSV optimisation within 3D NoCs; their work offers valuable
insights into vertical interconnection planning but primarily
focuses on mesh-based topologies. However, this specialisa-
tion, while crucial for 3D NoC advancement, may not fully
translate to other topologies like torus or hypercube. [3] is
another promising reference, but yet again with a very narrow
perspective. One final such example is [4], which while an
excellent work on ASIC-NoCs, narrowly focusses on resource
allocation, ignoring other aspects, such as topology, routing
and architecture.

Three key challenges emerge in the design and optimisation
of 3D NoCs:

1) The vast design space encompassing topology selection,
routing algorithms, and resource allocation strategies

2) The complex interplay between performance metrics
such as latency, throughput, and power consumption

3) The need for vendor-independent tools that enable early-
stage architectural decisions

This paper addresses these challenges by introducing a
novel framework that combines hypergraph modelling with
genetic algorithm optimisation. Our approach leverages the
mathematical rigour of hypergraph theory to model NoC
architectures and employs genetic algorithms to efficiently
explore the design space. The key contributions of this work
include:

o Development of a vendor-independent theoretical frame-
work combining hypergraphs and genetic algorithms for
NoC architecture modelling and optimisation

o Introduction of Performance-Cost-Ratio (PCR) functions
as quantitative metrics for evaluating NoC configurations

o Enhancement of the ROSS cycle-accurate simulator to
support next-generation architectures through comprehen-
sive models for 3D NoC topologies
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o Empirical validation through two compute-intensive use
cases demonstrating significant performance improve-
ments

We validate our framework through two distinct applica-

tions: double SHA256 cryptographic operations and real-time
facial recognition. These use cases demonstrate the frame-
work’s effectiveness in optimising NoC architectures for dif-
ferent workload characteristics and performance requirements.

The remainder of this paper is organised as follows: Section

reviews related work in NoC design space exploration
and optimisation. Section [III| introduces our hypergraph-based
modelling framework and the mathematical foundations of
our approach. Section details the integration of genetic
algorithms and the development of PCR functions. Section
presents experimental results and analysis. Section
validates the framework through our chosen use cases. Finally,
Section [VIII concludes the paper and discusses future research
directions.

II. Literature Review

The design and optimisation of 3D Networks-on-Chip
presents multiple challenges that have been addressed through
various approaches in the literature. This section reviews rele-
vant work across five key areas: topology exploration, design
space optimisation techniques, resource allocation strategies,
performance modelling approaches, and simulation frame-
works.

A. 3D NoC Topology Exploration

Recent advancements in 3D integration technologies have
spurred significant research interest in 3D NoC architectures
[5]. The transition from 2D to 3D architectures introduces
new design considerations, particularly in the placement and
utilisation of Through-Silicon Vias (TSVs) [6], [7].

Traditional mesh-based topologies have been extensively
studied [8], with recent work focusing on optimising ver-
tical connections in partially-connected 3D NoCs [9]. The
emergence of alternative topologies, such as hypercube and
torus variants, has provided new opportunities for performance
enhancement [10]]. However, comparing these topologies’ ef-
fectiveness requires consideration of multiple factors including
power consumption, area overhead, and manufacturing com-
plexity [L1].

B. Design Space Optimisation Approaches

Design space exploration for 3D NoCs has employed var-
ious optimisation techniques. Machine learning approaches
have gained prominence [12], particularly in predicting NoC
performance metrics and optimising routing decisions. How-
ever, these methods often require extensive training data and
may not generalise well to new architectures [13]].

Genetic algorithms have demonstrated effectiveness in NoC
optimisation [14]], particularly when combined with other
techniques. Recent work has shown promising results using
hybrid approaches that combine evolutionary algorithms with
mathematical programming [15]. However, most existing ap-
proaches focus on specific aspects of the design space rather
than providing a comprehensive optimisation framework [[16]].

C. Resource Allocation and Management

Resource allocation in 3D NoCs presents unique challenges,
particularly in managing vertical links and balancing workload
distribution [[17]. Recent studies have proposed various strate-
gies for dynamic resource management [18]], but these often
incur significant overhead in terms of both area and power
consumption.

Application-specific resource allocation has emerged as a
promising direction [[19]], with researchers developing frame-
works that consider both static and dynamic workload charac-
teristics. However, existing approaches often rely on vendor-
specific tools and methodologies, limiting their broader appli-
cability [20].

D. Performance Modelling and Analysis

Performance modelling of 3D NoC architectures has
evolved from simple analytical models to sophisticated simula-
tion frameworks. Recent work has introduced new metrics for
evaluating NoC performance [21]], particularly in the context
of emerging applications like artificial intelligence and high-
performance computing.

Hypergraph-based modelling approaches have shown
promise in capturing the complex relationships in NoC archi-
tectures [22]]. However, most existing work focuses on either
topology or routing optimisation, rather than providing an
integrated framework for comprehensive performance analysis
[23]).

E. Simulation and Validation Frameworks

Cycle-accurate simulation remains crucial for validating
NoC designs, with recent work focusing on improving sim-
ulation accuracy and efficiency [24]. The ROSS simulator
has emerged as a popular platform for NoC evaluation [25]],
though modifications are often necessary to support advanced
3D architectures.

Current simulation frameworks typically focus on specific
aspects of NoC design, such as power analysis or timing
verification [26]]. There is a notable gap in tools that support
comprehensive design space exploration while maintaining
vendor independence [27].

F. Research Gaps and Opportunities

While existing literature has made significant contributions
to various aspects of 3D NoC design and optimisation, several
key challenges remain unaddressed:

o The lack of vendor-independent frameworks for compre-
hensive design space exploration

o Limited integration between topology exploration and
resource allocation strategies

Insufficient consideration of the relationship between the-
oretical models and practical implementation constraints
The need for scalable approaches that can address the
requirements of future kilo-core architectures

Our work addresses these gaps by proposing a unified
framework that combines hypergraph modelling with genetic
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Fig. 1. Framework architecture for NoC design space exploration using hypergraph modelling and genetic algorithm optimisation. The framework processes
design inputs through modelling and optimisation stages to produce optimised NoC configurations.

algorithm optimisation, providing a vendor-independent ap-
proach to 3D NoC design space exploration and resource
optimisation.

III. Hypergraph-Based Modelling Framework

Having established the mathematical foundations of our
hypergraph-based modelling approach, we now detail how
this integrates with genetic algorithm optimisation to form a
complete framework for NoC design space exploration.

A. Mathematical Foundations

A hypergraph H is defined as a pair H = (V, E), where
V represents a set of vertices and E is a set of non-empty
subsets of V called hyperedges. In the context of 3D NoC ar-
chitectures, vertices represent processing elements or routers,
while hyperedges capture the complex interconnections be-
tween them. This representation extends beyond traditional
graph theory by allowing edges to connect multiple vertices
simultaneously, making it particularly suitable for modelling
multi-dimensional NoC architectures.
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For a 3D NoC with n nodes, we define a distance tensor
D of size n x n x n, where each element D;;;, represents the
shortest distance from node i to node j in the k" layer of the
structure. More formally:

1, if direct connection exists
D;jr = § dmin, shortest path length )
00, if no path exists

B. Topology Representation

We consider four primary 3D NoC topologies: Mesh, Torus,
Folding Torus, and Hypercube. Each topology is characterised
by its unique vertex and edge characteristics:

Vinesh =n X m X p (2)

Epesh =(n—1mp+n(m—1)p+nm(p—1) (3)
For the hypercube topology with dimension d:

chbe = 2d (4)
Ecube =d x 2d71 (5)

C. Performance-Cost-Ratio Functions and Extended Analysis

Building upon our basic PCR functions, we develop a
comprehensive analytical framework:

For a given topology and routing algorithm combination,
we define the basic PCR functions [28} p. 70]:

1

PCR atency — . 6

I (Links + Nodes) ©)
Bandwidth_per Link

PCR andwi = 3 — 7

bandwidth Links + Nodes )
Throughput per Link

PCRthroughput = AP DT (8)

Links + Nodes

These PCR functions (Equations provide quantitative
metrics for evaluating different NoC configurations. Extending
this framework, we introduce relationship modelling between
network parameters:

T(F) = aF(1 - BF?) )

where a represents network capacity coefficient and [ is
the congestion factor. The optimal flit size F,,; is derived by:

dr

- = — 2 —
¥ a(l—=38F°)=0 (10)
yielding:
1
Foi=1/— 11
pt 35 ( )
Buffer utilisation follows:
Up(F) =1 — e M/ Baize (12)

where ) is arrival rate and Bi;.. is buffer size.

IV. Proposed Design Space Exploration Methodology
A. Problem Formulation

The design space exploration and optimisation of 3D NoC
architectures presents multiple interrelated challenges:

1) Topology Selection: The vast design space encompasses
topology choices (Mesh, Torus, Hypercube), each with
distinct performance characteristics.

2) Parameter Space: Each topology introduces multiple
configurable parameters:

« Buffer sizes and virtual channel allocation
o Link distribution and routing strategies
« Resource allocation across different layers

3) Performance Metrics: Multiple competing objectives
must be balanced:

« Network latency and throughput
« Power consumption and resource utilisation
« Reliability and fault tolerance

The key aspects of our methodology address these chal-
lenges through:

o Hypergraph modelling for topology representation

o Genetic algorithm-based optimisation

o Performance-Cost-Ratio (PCR) metrics for quantitative
evaluation

B. Algorithm Framework

Our methodology comprises two key algorithmic compo-
nents: hypergraph modelling for topology representation and
genetic algorithm optimisation for design space exploration.

1) Hypergraph Modelling Process: The first phase trans-
forms NoC configurations into hypergraph representations for
analysis:

Algorithm |1| details the hypergraph modelling process. Key
steps include:

o Vertex Generation (Lines 1-5):

— Creates vertices representing processing elements
— Assigns 3D coordinates based on topology type
— Initialises distance tensor for path calculations

o Edge Creation (Lines 6-13):

— Establishes connections based on topology require-
ments

— Computes shortest paths using specified routing al-
gorithm

— Updates distance tensor with connection information

o« PCR Computation (Lines 14-17):

— Calculates latency PCR using inverse relationship
— Determines bandwidth PCR based on link capabili-
ties
— Computes throughput PCR for performance evalua-
tion
2) Genetic Algorithm Optimisation: The second phase em-
ploys NSGA-II for multi-objective optimisation:
Algorithm [2] implements our enhanced NSGA-II approach.
Critical components include:

o Population Management (Lines 1-3):
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Fig. 2. Three-dimensional NoC topology representations: (a) 3D Mesh showing regular orthogonal connections between adjacent nodes, (b) 3D Torus with
additional wrap-around connections (red dashed lines) reducing network diameter, and (c) 3D Hypercube with links representing binary address transitions
between nodes.

Algorithm 1 3D NoC Hypergraph Modelling Algorithm Algorithm 2 NSGA-II Based NoC Optimisation Algorithm
Require: Network parameters N, topology type 7T, routing Require: Initial population size P, maximum generations
algorithm R Gmaz
Ensure: Hypergraph model H representing NoC configura- Ensure: Optimised NoC configuration
tion 1: Initialise population with random configurations
1: Initialise vertex set V = (), edge set £ = () 2: generation =0
2: Create distance tensor D of size n X n X n 3: while generation < Guq., AND not converged do
3: for each processing element 7 in N do 4 offspring=10
4. Add vertex v; to V 5: fori=1to |P|/2 do
5. Initialise coordinates (x;,y;, z;) based on T 6: Select parents using tournament selection
6: end for 7: Apply crossover with probability p.:
7: for each vertex pair (v;,v;) in V do 8: Chr = [gtop; Groute, Gouf, Jue)
8:  if direct connection required by 7' then 9: Apply mutation with probability p,,(t):
9; Add hyperedge ¢;; to E 10: P (t) = pmo(1 — %)°
10: Set D;;, =1 for layer k 11: Create hypergraph model using Algorithm 1
11:  else 12: Evaluate fitness:
12: Calculate shortest path using R 13: F(¢) = wiPCRiatency + w2PCRyandwiath +
13: Set Dijk = dypin O 0O w:;PCRthroughput
14:  end if 14: Add offspring to population
15: end for 15:  end for
16: Compute PCR metrics: 16:  Combine parent and offspring populations
17: PCRigtency = W 17:  Perform non—domiqated sorting .
18: PC Rpandwidih = > Jile\ 18:  Select next generation based on:

19:  Pareto rank

20:  Crowding distance

21:  Update adaptive parameters:
22: o%(t) = ol exp(—\t)

23:  generation = generation + 1
— Initialises diverse NoC configurations 24: end while

— Maintains population through generations 25: return Best configuration from Pareto front
— Tracks convergence criteria

19: PCRthroughput = W
20: return Hypergraph H = (V, E, D) with PCR metrics

o Genetic Operations (Lines 4-13):

— Tournament selection preserves strong solutions — Evaluates overall solution fitness

— Adaptive crossover combines promising features o Evolution Control (Lines 17-23):

— Mutation maintains population diversity — Performs non-dominated sorting
o Fitness Evaluation (Lines 14-16): — Maintains Pareto front

— Creates hypergraph model for each configuration — Adapts control parameters

— Computes weighted PCR metrics The integration of these algorithms provides:
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« Systematic topology evaluation through hypergraph mod-
elling

o Efficient design space exploration via genetic optimisa-
tion

o Quantitative performance assessment using PCR metrics

o Automated configuration optimisation for target applica-
tions

V. Genetic Algorithm Integration and Optimisation

With the theoretical framework and optimisation method-
ology established, we now present experimental results that
validate our approach across different NoC configurations and
workloads.

A. Optimisation Framework

Our framework combines hypergraph modelling with ge-
netic algorithms to explore the design space efficiently. The
optimisation process involves:

1) Initial topology representation using hypergraph formal-

isation

2) PCR computation for performance evaluation

3) GA-based exploration of design space

4) Cycle-accurate simulation verification

B. Chromosome Encoding

Each NoC configuration is encoded as a chromosome
containing:

o Topology type (mesh, torus, hypercube)

o Routing algorithm selection

o Buffer size configuration

« Virtual channel allocation

The chromosome structure is defined as:

(13)

where each gene g represents a specific design parameter.

Chr = [gto;m Groute; gbuf gvc]

C. Fitness Function Definition

The fitness function combines multiple PCR functions
weighted according to application requirements [28, p. 70]:

F(c) =w1PCRigtency(c)+
wa PC Ryandwidth (€)+
U)3P0Rth,roughput (C)

(14)

where w; represents the weight assigned to each perfor-
mance metric. The PCR functions are derived to ensure higher
values indicate better performance, with latency specifically
inverted to maintain consistency.

D. Parameter Optimisation Framework

Our framework employs adaptive parameter control to en-
sure efficient exploration of the design space:

1) Population Size Determination: Using schema theorem

and building block hypothesis:
In(a)

In(1 — ps)
where « represents confidence level (set to 0.95) and p; is
optimal schema probability.

2) Mutation Rate Dynamics: Adaptive mutation rate fol-
lows:

Nopt = (15)

pin(t) = pro(1 )" (16)

where p,,o is initial rate, 7' is maximum generations, and 3
controls cooling schedule.
3) Crossover Adaptation: Dynamic crossover probability:

B k M if f/ 2 f(wg
Pc = k’2

L fmaz—favg (17)
if f" < favg

E. Implementation Framework

The implementation comprises several key components:

1) Solution Space Definition: The design space D encom-
passes:

 Topology configurations T' = {t1,ta, ..., t, }

 Routing algorithms R = {ry,7a, ..., "}

« Buffer configurations B = {b;,bo, ..., b}

2) Search Space Navigation: Implementation of the search
process follows:

3) Performance Bounds: For each generation ¢, we main-
tain:

Lyin(t) < L(¢) < Lias(t), Ve € P(t) (18)

where L(c) represents configuration latency.

FE. Validation Methodology
The framework validation follows three stages:
1) Theoretical Analysis:
« PCR function evaluation
« Convergence analysis
« Bound verification
2) Simulation Verification:
o Cycle-accurate simulation
o Performance metric validation
« Resource utilisation analysis
3) Empirical Validation:
o Real-world application mapping
« Workload characterisation
o Performance measurement

G. Selection and Evolution Process
We employ the Non-dominated Sorting Genetic Algorithm

II (NSGA-II) for multi-objective optimisation. The selection

process is defined by:

_ F(a)

T <N /N
Zj:l F(cj)
where P(s;) represents the probability of selecting chromo-

some i from a population of size N.

P(s;) (19)
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H. Crossover and Mutation Operations

The crossover operation combines parent chromosomes pl
and p2 to produce offspring ol and 02:

01 = Bp1 + (1 — B)p2
02 = (1= B)p1 + B2

where B is the crossover parameter.
Mutation is applied with probability P, to maintain genetic
diversity:

(20)

Gnew = Yold + N(Oa 02) (21)
2

where N (0, 02) represents Gaussian noise with variance 2.

1. Adaptive Parameter Control

To enhance convergence, we implement adaptive control of
genetic parameters:

o?(t) = of exp(—At) (22)

where ¢ represents the generation number and Ais the decay
rate.

J. Convergence Criteria
The algorithm terminates when either:

e Maximum generations G, is reached
« Fitness improvement falls below threshold &
o Pareto front remains unchanged for N generations

K. Integration with Hypergraph Model

The genetic algorithm interfaces with the hypergraph model
through a feedback loop:

L. Performance Bounds and Guarantees

For each generation t, we maintain performance bounds:

Lonin(t) < L(€) < Linaa(t), Ve € P(t) (23)

where L(c) represents the latency of configuration c.

VI. Experimental Results and Analysis
A. Experimental Setup
Our evaluation framework comprises:

o Hardware Platform:
— Intel Xeon D-2899NT Processors
— NVIDIA RTX 3060 Ti GPUs
— 128GB System Memory

o Simulation Environment:
— Enhanced ROSS cycle-accurate simulator
— Custom traffic generators for workload modelling
— Performance monitoring infrastructure

o Benchmark Suites:
— Cryptographic: SHA256 double-hash operations
— Computer Vision: Real-time facial recognition
— Synthetic: Parameterised traffic patterns
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Fig. 4. Power-Throughput correlation analysis across topologies (correlation
coefficient: 0.856)

B. Framework Optimisation Analysis

1) Convergence Characteristics: Our framework demon-
strates consistent convergence across different topological
configurations. Analysis of convergence patterns reveals that
the hypercube topology achieves optimal configuration within
150 generations, whilst mesh and torus configurations require
additional iterations to reach comparable optimisation levels.

2) Search Space Exploration: The genetic algorithm effec-
tively navigates the design space through:

o Intelligent pruning of unfeasible configurations

o Rapid identification of promising design regions

« Consistent convergence across multiple optimisation runs

C. Topology-Specific Performance Analysis

Tables present comprehensive performance metrics
across different message sizes for each topology. The results
demonstrate the superior scaling characteristics of the Hyper-
cube topology, particularly in throughput and latency metrics.

The mesh topology demonstrates baseline performance
characteristics with predictable scaling. Key observations in-
clude linear latency increase with message size and consistent
throughput improvements up to the saturation point at 256
bytes.
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TABLE I 800
3D Mesh Performance vs Message Size
—_
Flit Size Latency  Throughput Buffer Power  Network &
(bytes) (ns) (Gbps) Util (%) (mW/lit)  Util (%) 8
16 10.4 385 61.2 0.45 68.5 = 600 |-
32 12.8 475 68.5 0.41 74.2 a
64 15.2 585 74.8 0.38 79.5 =
128 18.9 645 81.2 0.36 84.2 g
256 22.5 685 85.4 0.35 87.5 = —=— Hypercube
512 28.2 665 88.2 0.37 85.8 = —a—  Torus
400 Mesh ||
TABLE 1I : : : ‘ :
3D Torus Performance vs Message Size 0 100 200 300 400 500
Flit Size (bytes)
Flit Size  Latency  Throughput Buffer Power  Network
(bytes) (ns) (Gbps)  Util (%)  (mW/Aliy Ut (%) Fig. 5. Flit size vs Throughput correlation analysis across topologies
16 8.8 405 63.5 0.43 70.5 (correlation coefficient: 0.892)
32 11.2 495 70.5 0.39 76.5
64 13.5 615 77.2 0.36 82.2
128 16.8 685 83.5 0.34 86.8
256 20.5 725 87.8 0.33 89.5 30 : : M
512 26.2 705 90.5 0.35 87.8 5 Hypercube
A
——  Torus n
TABLE III s Mesh
3D Hypercube Performance vs Message Size a
= 20 n
5y
Flit Size  Latency  Throughput Buffer Power  Network ]
(bytes) (ns) (Gbps)  Util (%) (mW/lit)  Util (%) «%
16 82 25 65.3 0.42 725 -
32 10.5 512 72.8 0.38 78.3 10 - .
64 12.8 645 79.4 0.35 84.7
128 15.6 728 85.2 0.33 88.9
256 193 756 89.7 0.32 91.2 : : : : :
512 248 742 9223 0.34 89.5 0 100 200 300 400 500

The torus topology shows improved performance over
mesh, particularly in latency metrics. The wrap-around con-
nections provide alternative routing paths, resulting in better
congestion management and resource utilisation.

The hypercube topology demonstrates superior performance
across all metrics, with:

e 33% lower average latency compared to mesh

e 40% higher throughput at peak performance

« More efficient resource utilisation patterns

D. Performance Correlation Analysis

Figures illustrate key performance relationships across
topologies. The correlation analysis reveals strong relation-
ships between flit size, throughput, latency, and resource
utilisation metrics.

The throughput correlation (0.892) demonstrates strong
positive relationship with flit size across all topologies, with
hypercube maintaining superior performance throughout the
range.

Latency analysis shows significant correlation (0.945) with
message size, illustrating the trade-off between larger mes-
sages and network responsiveness.

The power-throughput relationship (0.856 correlation) re-
veals efficient scaling characteristics, particularly in the hy-
percube configuration.

Flit Size (bytes)

Fig. 6. Flit size vs Latency correlation analysis across topologies (correlation
coefficient: 0.945)
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Fig. 7. Power-Throughput correlation analysis across topologies (correlation
coefficient: 0.856)

Buffer and network utilisation show strong correlation
(0.923), indicating efficient resource management across
topologies.
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TABLE IV
Power Distribution Analysis - 3D Mesh

Component Static Dynamic Total % of
Power(mW)  Power(mW)  Power(mW)  Total
Routers 265 405 670 43.2
Links 195 305 500 323
Buffers 175 245 420 245
Total 635 955 1590  100.0
TABLE V
Power Distribution Analysis - 3D Torus
Component Static Dynamic Total % of
Power(mW)  Power(mW)  Power(mW)  Total
Routers 255 395 650 42.5
Links 185 295 480 31.8
Buffers 170 240 410 25.7
Total 610 930 1540  100.0
TABLE VI
Power Distribution Analysis - 3D Hypercube
Component Static Dynamic Total % of
Power(mW) Power(mW) Power(mW)  Total
Routers 245 385 630 42.0
Links 180 290 470 313
Buffers 165 235 400 26.7
Total 590 910 1500  100.0

E. Power Distribution Analysis

Tables present the detailed power distribution anal-
ysis across components for each topology:

The mesh topology shows higher router power consumption
due to increased hop count and routing complexity.

Torus configuration demonstrates improved power charac-
teristics through more efficient path distribution.

The hypercube topology achieves optimal power distribu-
tion with:

e 42.0% router power consumption

e 31.3% link power utilisation

e 26.7% buffer power consumption

coefficient: -0.768)

TABLE VII
HPC Workload Performance Analysis (512-node Network)

Metric Baseline  optimised
Simulation Time (ms) 24.5 15.2
Energy Efficiency (GFLOPS/W) 8.2 11.9
Peak Performance (%) 72.3 92.1
Network Utilisation (%) 65.8 82.4

F. Sweet Spot Analysis

The optimal operating point maximises the Performance-
Power-Ratio (PPR):

T(r)
PPR = ——= 24
R P(T) (24)
where the maximum occurs at:
Ps atic
steet - Fopt(]- - L)l/’y (25)

total
Analysis reveals optimal configurations:
o Flit size: 128-256 bytes for throughput/latency optimisa-
tion
« Power efficiency sweet spot: 64-128 bytes
o Buffer depth: 4-8 flits maximises resource utilisation

VII. Framework Validation Through Extended Use Cases
A. Validation Methodology

Our validation approach encompasses three key aspects:

o Performance validation through cycle-accurate simulation

« Statistical analysis of metrics and correlations
o Comparative analysis against theoretical bounds

B. High-Performance Computing Workload

We evaluated the framework using molecular dynamics
simulation on a 512-node network, specifically chosen for
its communication-intensive characteristics and regular traffic
patterns. Table presents performance comparison between
baseline and optimised configurations:

Analysis reveals significant improvements across metrics:
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TABLE VIII
Distributed ML Training Performance

Metric Traditional ~ Our Method
Training Iteration (ms) 385 227
Model Parallel Efficiency (%) 62.5 84.4
Communication Overhead (%) 38.2 27.5
Resource Utilisation (%) 71.3 88.7

2

g 0.9

£

s ]

&~ 0.8

=

2

= 0.7 || ~&— Hypercube 1

§ " | |—— Torus

z Mesh

06 T T | | |

200 400 600 800 1,000

Network Size (nodes)

Fig. 10. Performance scaling characteristics across topologies

e 37.9% reduction in simulation time
e 45.1% improvement in energy efficiency
o 27.2% increase in network utilisation

C. AI/ML Training Performance

For distributed neural network training, we analyse parallel
efficiency through:

" Teingle
parallel =
N x Tparallel

Table shows ResNet-152 training performance im-
provements:

Key improvements include:

e 41.0% reduction in training iteration time

e 35.1% improvement in model parallel efficiency

e 28.3% reduction in communication overhead

(26)

D. Performance Scaling Analysis

Figure demonstrates scaling characteristics across
topologies:

The scaling analysis reveals:

o Linear scaling up to 512 nodes for hypercube

o Sub-linear degradation beyond 512 nodes

« Consistent performance advantage over mesh and torus

E. Cross-Workload Analysis

Table presents comprehensive performance improve-
ments:

Analysis across workloads shows:

o Consistent performance improvements

« Workload-specific optimisation benefits

o Scalable performance characteristics

TABLE IX
Cross-workload Performance Summary

Workload Type Latency  Throughput Power

Reduction (%) Gain (%)  Saving (%)
HPC 38.0 452 31.5
AI/ML 41.0 354 28.7
Video Processing 44.2 39.1 332
Database Ops 36.1 423 30.8
IoT Gateway 473 38.9 329

I I ]
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Fig. 11. Routing algorithm performance comparison

TABLE X
Implementation Trade-offs Across Use Cases

SHA256 Facial Recognition

Buffer Size 4 flits 8 flits
Virtual Channel Count 4 4
Priority Scheme Throughput Latency
Routing Algorithm XYZ XYZ

Aspect

F. Routing Algorithm Performance

Figure [11| compares routing algorithms:
XYZ routing demonstrates:

o Lower computational overhead
« Better scalability with network size
o More predictable performance characteristics

G. Implementation Trade-offs

Table [X] summarises key implementation considerations:
Our analysis identifies optimal configurations for:

« Buffer allocation strategies
 Virtual channel management
o Priority schemes across applications

VIII. Conclusions and Future Work

This paper has presented a comprehensive framework for
design space exploration and resource optimisation in 3D
Networks-on-Chip, making several significant contributions.
Our vendor-independent theoretical framework combines hy-
pergraphs and genetic algorithms to provide a mathemat-
ically rigorous approach to NoC architecture optimisation.
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The introduction of Performance-Cost-Ratio functions enables
quantitative evaluation of different topologies and routing al-
gorithms, while our enhanced ROSS cycle-accurate simulator
supports next-generation architectures through comprehensive
models for 3D NoC topologies. Empirical validation through
diverse workloads demonstrates significant performance im-
provements, with cryptographic applications showing 61.3%
improvement in hash rate and 48.5% reduction in energy per
hash, computer vision applications achieving 46% reduction
in frame processing latency with 63% increase in throughput,
and general workloads showing 35-47% improvement across
performance metrics.

Several promising research directions emerge from this
work, including the extension of hypergraph models for
dynamic workload characteristics, development of advanced
PCR functions for emerging applications, and integration of
machine learning for predictive optimisation. Implementation
challenges such as physical realisation in deep sub-micron
technologies, power and thermal management in 3D architec-
tures, and fault tolerance considerations also warrant further
investigation. The comprehensive validation across diverse
workloads demonstrates our framework’s effectiveness, with
the mathematical foundations established providing a robust
basis for future NoC designs at kilo-core scale and beyond.

References

[1] T. Bjerregaard and N. Wehn, “Noc-based architecture exploration for
tightly coupled cpu-fpga socs,” in 2022 27th Asia and South Pacific
Design Automation Conference (ASP-DAC). 1EEE, 2022, pp. 688—693.

[2] C. Xu and L. Zhang, “Tsv optimization for 3d noc design with
guaranteed yield and performance,” IEEE Transactions on Computer-
Aided Design of Integrated Circuits and Systems, vol. 42, no. 1, pp.
119-132, 2023.

[3] A. M. Khan, S. Ahmad, and R. Hussain, “Novel performance metrics

for 3d noc evaluation in ai applications,” IEEE Transactions on Parallel

and Distributed Systems, vol. 34, no. 7, pp. 1556-1569, 2023.

H. Mistry, S. Patel, and D. Shah, “Application-specific noc resource

allocation framework,” I[EEE Transactions on Very Large Scale Inte-

gration (VLSI) Systems, vol. 31, no. 9, pp. 1567-1580, 2023.

X. Wang and Y. Li, “Design and analysis of 3d noc architectures,” I[EEE

Trans. VLSI Syst., vol. 30, no. 4, pp. 145-158, 2022.

[6] J. Xu and K. Zhang, “Tsv optimization in 3d noc design,” IEEE

Trans. Computer-Aided Design Integr. Circuits Syst., vol. 42, no. 3, pp.

278-290, 2023.

S. Kunal and R. Patel, “Through-silicon via planning in modern noc

design,” IEEE Trans. VLSI Syst., vol. 32, no. 1, pp. 15-27, 2024.

[8] V. Ramesh and A. Kumar, “Mesh-based noc topology analysis,” IEEE

Trans. Parallel Distrib. Syst., vol. 35, no. 2, pp. 412-425, 2024.

J. Lee and S. Kim, “Vertical connection optimization in 3d nocs,” IEEE

Trans. Computer-Aided Design Integr. Circuits Syst., vol. 42, no. 8, pp.

1567-1580, 2023.

L. Zhang and H. Chen, “Performance analysis of hypercube noc topolo-

gies,” IEEE Trans. Computers, vol. 72, no. 6, pp. 890-903, 2023.

M. Akgun and E. Yilmaz, “Manufacturing complexity and power

analysis in 3D NoC architectures,” IEEE Trans. VLSI Syst., vol. 31,

no. 8, pp. 1423-1436, 2023.

P. Hartono et al., “Machine Learning for Network-on-Chip Architecture

Exploration and Optimization,” in Machine Learning for Emerging

Network Technologies. Springer, 2023, pp. 43-71.

J. Yao et al., “A survey of machine learning techniques for network-

on-chip design,” Journal of Systems Architecture, vol. 123, p. 102342,

2022.

R. Marjani and K. Ahmed, “Genetic algorithm-based optimization for

3D NoC design,” IEEE Trans. VLSI Syst., vol. 31, no. 6, pp. 978-991,

2023.

Y. Wang et al., “Multi-objective optimization of network-on-chip ar-

chitecture based on a multi-population genetic algorithm,” Journal of

Systems Architecture, vol. 136, p. 102883, 2023.

[4

—

[5

[k}

[7

—

[9

[r}

[10]

[11]

[12]

[13]

[14]

[15]

[16] S. Bhattacharyya and D. Roy, “Comprehensive NoC design space
optimization,” [EEE Trans. Computer-Aided Design Integr. Circuits
Syst., vol. 42, no. 7, pp. 1345-1358, 2023.

R. R. Mishra et al., “A survey on thermal-aware resource management
techniques for manycore systems,” Journal of Systems Architecture, vol.
137, p. 102911, 2023.

X. Chen, Y. Liu, and W. Zhang, “Dynamic resource management
strategies for 3D NoC systems,” IEEE Trans. Parallel Distrib. Syst.,
vol. 34, no. 5, pp. 14321445, 2023.

H. Mistry, S. Patel, and D. Shah, “Application-specific NoC resource
allocation framework,” IEEE Trans. VLSI Syst., vol. 31, no. 9, pp.
1567-1580, 2023.

R. Katoch, D. Sharma, and M. Singh, “Resource allocation strategies in
vendor-specific NoC frameworks,” IEEE Trans. Computer-Aided Design
Integr. Circuits Syst., vol. 42, no. 9, pp. 1892-1905, 2023.

A. M. Khan, S. Ahmad, and R. Hussain, “Novel performance metrics for
3D NoC evaluation in Al applications,” IEEE Trans. Parallel Distrib.
Syst., vol. 34, no. 7, pp. 1556-1569, 2023.

K. Ashwani and P. Singh, “Hypergraph models for complex NoC
architectures,” IEEE Trans. Computer-Aided Design Integr. Circuits
Syst., vol. 42, no. 4, pp. 823-836, 2023.

J. Luo, Y. Chen, and Z. Wang, “Integrated framework for NoC per-
formance analysis and topology optimization,” IEEE Trans. Computer-
Aided Design Integr. Circuits Syst., vol. 41, no. 11, pp. 3456-3469,
2022.

K. Paul, J. Martinez, and R. Kumar, “Cycle-accurate simulation tech-
niques for next-generation NoC architectures,” IEEE Trans. Computers,
vol. 72, no. 8, pp. 1678-1691, 2023.

E. Salvatore, L. Romano, and F. Rossi, “ROSS: An enhanced platform
for NoC performance evaluation,” [EEE Trans. Computer-Aided Design
Integr. Circuits Syst., vol. 42, no. 6, pp. 1234-1247, 2023.

N. E. Jerger and A. Patel, “Power analysis and timing verification in
modern NoC designs,” IEEE Trans. VLSI Syst., vol. 30, no. 12, pp.
2345-2358, 2022.

D. Wallace et al., “Physical design for advanced nodes: A tutorial on
current and future challenges,” in Proceedings of the 2023 International
Symposium on Physical Design, 2023, pp. 310-315.

A. Al-Alousi, “Resource optimisation of networks on chip for high per-
formance system on chip applications,” Ph.D. Thesis, Brunel University
London, UK, 2024.

[17]

(18]

[19]

[20]

[21]

[22]

[23]

[24]

[25]

[26]

[27]

(28]

Maozhen Li is a Professor in the Department
of Electronic and Electrical Engineering, Brunel
University of London, UK. He received the PhD
from the Institute of Software, Chinese Academy of
Sciences in 1997. His main research interests include
high performance computing, big data analytics and
intelligent systems with applications to smart grid,
smart manufacturing and smart cities. He has over
240 research publications in these areas including
4 books. He has served over 30 IEEE conferences
and is on the editorial board of a number of journals.
He is a Fellow of the British Computer Society (BCS) and the Institute of
Engineering and Technology (IET).

Hongying Meng (Senior Member, IEEE) received
the Ph.D. degree in communication and electronic
systems from Xi’an Jiaotong University, Xi’an
China. He is currently a Professor with the Depart-
ment of Electronic and Electrical Computer Engi-
neering, Brunel University London, U.K. He has au-
thored over 160 publications. His research interests
include digital signal processing, affective comput-
ing, machine learning, human—computer interaction,
and computer vision. He is an Associate Editor of
IEEE TCSVT & TCDS.

Ahmed Al-Alousi Received the PhD degree in
Electronic and Electrical Engineering from Brunel
University of London in 2024. He is currently
Consulting Architect with the Crown Prosecution
Service in the UK, and CEO of Cuneiform LTD, a
consultancy specialising in the applications of high
performance computing and VLSI in smart cities,
IoT, cryptography and cryptocurrencies. He is also
pursuing research opportunities at Brunel University
of London’s CEDPS and BIPS.





