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UCL is London’s global university –  we are the only multi-faculty university in London that is in the top ten universities in the world.  



• London’s Global University - based in the heart of London  

 

• Excellence across the board; from one of Europe’s largest and most 
productive centres for biomedical science, to world-renowned 
centres for architecture and fine art  

 

• Established in 1826 in order to open up education in England-the 
first university to welcome students of any race, class or religion and 
the first to admit women on equal terms with men 

 

• Today we have 22,000 students, 8,000 staff, 4,000 researchers of 
whom 2,000 are FT academic staff 

A World-Leading University 



UCL is an Academic Powerhouse: 
 
– 21 Nobel prizewinners amongst past and present 

members 
– 4th in the world in the QS Rankings 
– Number one for research in London and third in the 

UK overall 
 
UCL people have been responsible for: 

– conducting the first operation under anaesthetic in 
Europe 

– recording and identifying fingerprints, and so changing 
the face of crime science 

– identifying hormones and vitamins 
– the discovery of inert gases 
– the discovery of how nerve impulses are transmitted 

and carried across synapses 
– inspiring nations – Mahatma Gandhi, Jomo Kenyatta 
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Other UCL inspiring minds, past and present, include:
Japanese noblemen – in the 1860s five Japanese noblemen made a forbidden journey to the West to study at UCL and went on to develop modern Japan
Marie Stopes – Britain’s youngest Doctor of Science who established the first birth control clinic in 1905
The UK’s space science programme began in UCL Physics in the 1950s
Professor Peter Kirstein – UCL Professor of Computer Systems made the first network connection to the USA in the 1970s – this was the precursor to the internet

Today:
Professor Dame Linda Partridge – award-winning evolutionary biologist and pioneer into ageing
Professor Dame Hazel Genn – a leading authority on civil justice
Professor John Mullan – English academic, citric and literary columnist
Professor Steve Jones – an internationally renowned biologist who has revolutionised public perception of science with his outspoken views on evolution and genetics




UCL is an Academic Powerhouse…contd 

…and today are  
– at the forefront of HIV research 

 
– developing the clinical use of stem cells in heart 

disease, blindness and spinal cord repair 
 

– continuing to lead the fight against crime 
 

– discovering the smallest planets outside the solar 
system 
 

– shaping the next generation of artists and 
architects 
 

 



Progress through Partnership 
 UCL has developed partnerships with organisations 
across London, the UK and the world. 
 
Through these dynamic collaborations, UCL has a 
unique perspective which leads to real solutions.   
 

– UCLP/AHSC-working with 11 associated teaching 
hospitals to provide Londoners with first-rate 
healthcare and to contribute to major advances in 
medical research 
 

– working with partner organisations to create 
Europe’s leading centre for medical research – 
the UK Centre for Medical Research and 
Innovation in London 
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Working in Partnership

UCL conducts relevant research in partnership with world-leading organisations.

 We are a key partner in the development of the UK Centre for Medical Research & Innovation (UK CMRI) in the heart of Camden.  We are working with the Medical Research Council, Cancer Research UK and the Wellcome Trust.
UCL’s medical specialists care for thousands of patients each year through the effective delivery of its research.  We work in partnership with leading London hospitals – including Great Ormond Street, Moorfields Eye Hospital, the Royal Free and UCLH.
UCL Mullard Space Science Laboratory has contributed to over 250 space projects with NASA, the European Space Agency and the Chinese space agency
In October 2009, UCL and Yale University formed an alliance to improve global health through scientific research, clinical and educational collaboration 





Progress through Partnership…contd 

– UCL and Yale are working together to improve global health 
through scientific research, clinical and educational collaboration  
 

– UCL is aiding in the conservation of antiquities in Iraq and 
partnering Qatar to set up a programme in to train museum 
conservators across the Gulf 
 

– UCL is  helping to set up a new university in Kazakhstan 
including a School of Engineering 
 

– UCL is the first UK university with a campus in Australia through 
the establishment of the UCL School of Energy & Resources in 
Adelaide. 

 



Research with Impact 
 
From legal reform to carbon capture, UCL ideas are 
changing everyday lives.    
 
UCL’s research strategy is addressing the world’s ‘Grand 
Challenges’ - tackling the problems that face us today 
 

– Global Health 
– Sustainable Cities 
– Intercultural Interaction 
– Human Wellbeing 

 
UCL academics work together across the university – 
crossing disciplinary boundaries – and with partners across 
the world. 
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UCL Research Strategy:
Through the new Research Strategy, UCL has a bold vision to for the future which will shape the modern world. At the heart of the strategy is connection – connection between people around the globe, across and beyond disciplines, and in the dissemination and application of our research findings to the world.   
We have identified areas where these new collaborations can thrive, and where UCL’s size and diversity will deliver unique achievements. These are the Grand Challenges of Global Health, Sustainable Cities, Intercultural Interactions and Human Wellbeing

Across the disciplines:
Working across disciplines enables ideas from one subject area to be seeded into another, resulting in fruitful new ideas.  This is also essential because the problems faced by the world today don’t fall into traditional subject categories.
For example: 
 UCL has teamed up with leading medical journal The Lancet to create a joint commission to review the likely impacts of climate change on human societies.  Its membership spans prominent academics and students in disciplines such as law, medicine, anthropology and economics. They are producing recommendations which will allow the health effects of climate change to be monitored, mitigated and managed effectively.
UCL Chemistry and UCL History of Art have worked together on the detection of forgery in famous paintings


Our academics join forces with business and world-leading organisations to develop and deliver world-changing discoveries





UCL Grand Challenges 
• UCL Grand Challenges of Global Health, Sustainable Cities, 

Intercultural Interaction and Human Wellbeing 
 
• major problems in these areas are complex and systemic 
 
• need for researchers to interact across and beyond their conventional 

disciplinary boundaries 
 
• UCL’s collective expertise can then be made even greater than the 

sum of its parts  
 
• analysis of profound and complex problems from multiple 

perspectives, in order to develop wise and timely solutions 

UCL GRAND CHALLENGES 



http://www.ucl.ac.uk/research/images/research-summary.pdf  

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/research/images/research-summary.pdf�










Are we achieving our goals? 
 
Research Spend 

Now 3rd in UK 
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