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introduction,

This ia nob intended Lo he an sutoniograrhy,but rather
o dooumentory,s brue record of the way of life,the aband-
v of liviag,housing,and the workine conditilons of the wors
+ elags Tolk(that is the praater majority of then),in
Jistricts of gritain at the begining of the
ripat world Jar. Also bthe conditions in the yoors following,

Thia ig?the way bthat T gaw and oxperienced these things,
first as & youns child,then as a schoolboy,then as a "leon-
ager. y own pxparioncaes wore not unigua, thoy werae bynical
of many more ab that tlme.

in parts it may seem o the reader 0 be "ot ulte Wlee?
oy even sordid,but how often is the true story about any-
thing all “iweetness and Lightne T have btried to ovoid the

¥,

arror of telling ny own gtory to the detrinans of the word.
nicture of Lifc fory everyone elaa,but this is not as sany
8 1t may 5eom.

wor ingtence,if I wers %O aoncentrate on streat scenes
and the living and working conditions,with no referasnce %0
my own part in 2ll this,the render (quite rightly)nisht say
wres but where does he it into oll thign,

Oon %the obther haand,if I paint ny own picture too vividly,
the reader might well say “ihy it'as all about nis own life

e

st that tincyand noshing shout what 1ife wan like for other

rfolk in those days', 350 I hope that ny oritics wlll se

&

*

hoth sides of the picture,snd forpive me 18 L digress a
11lttle from bLine-ho-time.

Mhere were struggles in planty,and not & Little hordshin,
but of glamouy bthere is 1itble,itwan Literaly the survival

)

of the Cittest. This however does not menn that only those
endowed with brute shrength and supey vitality could stay
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the course,hut rather those who could sultivate the knack
of living and surviving on whatever came their way. This
in itself was a problew with which The pooyer people 0%
but 1ittle helpe

From time o tine one hoars people Lalking noshalgleally
ahout the somradeshin and good neighbourlines v of the work-
ing clags people in the poorar districts. The plain Lruth
way however, thab pronle pulled tozether oY the sone et
son that sverybody pulls Logether in warting.

1n thig case the common eneny was bad conditions ond ine
gecurltysplus the I8 at that poverty wos Just one weoks

wage sway for those who had a Job to 20 to. For thos

r\

y who
wore unshle Lo work for any reason ol 01l ,the outlook wan
bleak indeoed.

30 most of the workers helped each other,beconae they
knew thab Lt might be their own burn next to need helne

3

$ickness, injurysond disease were also fellow bravelord
with bLhem,and & L1 Pobime of this dour strugole Left Aths
merk on bhe peoplo. 1fa working clasi man or woman reached
the asge of wslxbty thsy wers congidered to be old folke

in fact many never aid reach that aga, Lhey were worn outb
bhefore then by the unegual skrugole. Infant mors ballty was
hirhgand medy sohool sge childyen died before they raoched
sohool loaving age

sera dlvided

1t has heen sold
into & three class noalaby,but in rantity 1t was 8 Tony

-

elass soclety,and the distinetions were Very alesry cul and
ploinly noticeables
The top ¢lass wWere the londed p?Op?ieﬁOC”,uhﬁ ovnors of

lerge ostates by virtue of nareditory titles bestowed on
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on tholr forefathers centuries before.

Miis eclass lived on the rents of the tenant farmers and
others who held land on lesse from them;und also the royal-
ticg puid to them for minerals worked under thelr lend,or
braveling over thelr land, They ledt &11 the business oi the
e¢state Lbo oan agent,and considered that sven the greatesty
buginess btycoon was of o diflerent ovder to themselvaes. 350
auch so that they even arvranged the marriages of thelr sons
and daushters snongst their own clas:.

The bisz business men and millionailre industrialista,vho
although they were the most powerfull producers of wealth,
were considered Lo he another clast and they never did ach-
ieve admigsion to the aristocracy who were bthe elite.

The middle clast people as they were known,included all

the professional,uanagorivl,and saleried staffs. They also
ingluded the reagsonshly well placed buginess peoplesand
they ususly lived in a suburban area.

KA. £

sion between that elass and the rank and ©ile of

] »

The divis
the senaval office workers,clerksstyplats ebe was well def-
ined., ‘the clorical workerzalthoush he or she was in the

mihiite Collar and Black Joat clas:,wan always considered o

be one step lower than the "Real liddle Clasineonle,and
only a little hetter than the shop. floor workers.

The Bosses themsslves never had any contact with thelr
workpoeople. Like the other "Upner {(lass®neovle,bhey looked

o
i

on their workpeople ag helng of a lower class of soclety,in

Tact a lower order of humanity.

Thig wos the class gystem ln the First fwenby years ol the
century,but the break up of the large cstates was bhegining
in I9IL4,and the eluss aystem wes cxiinguished by the two

zing neonle Loget

3
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never bheforae.
fowever &% the time ol my childhood,the Indoetrination of
muany gengrations had resulted in a widespresd bhellef among
the workers in generval,that they were indeed of o lower orde
er in every way. indecd,&mong estate workers and tenant far-
weorkers in particular,it was sccepted that to be allowed
to work in a “(entlemans House"was o honour and a priviledge,
Thig was called bhelng #in Service',and rarely 17 ever did
the "astertor the "ligtressapesk personsly 1o a servant of
elther sex. Usualy they conveyed thelr wishes to the servant
through an intermediary such as o bultler or houseckeeper.
Although the indusitrial worker was treated by the "Bossn
&3 only snothey cog in his industrial machine,and therefor
axpendable at short notice without too much consideration
(althoupgh there were some employers who did show some con-
cern for thelr workers particularly young apnyentices),at
leant they knew that_when thelr days work sanded they could
go home and leave the workshop behind uﬁtil the next day.
Por those in service however,theyniived Intat the house
and litergly worked a seven-day week from early norning une
til late at night. Usualy a servant would be addressed by
thelr surnsme only,except in the case of & cook,vwho would
be addressed asnfook”,
Sy mother had been in service as ook Housekeopertfor a

B

Lheeds industialist,and it was considered to be a very pgood
ploce. 1y mother told me about it many tlmes,snd said that
they vere o very good famllyy to work for. All the servants
were addrested by thelr first names,although the usual
household digscipline was observed.

Por instance she had coaplete charge of four wmalds who al-

ways had to speak of her,or to her ag "Qook',bhutif their
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sumployer ﬂpoke personaly to my motheryhe would address her
a5 Rachel (hey first name).

Hdy mother had complete charge of "Buying Inythat meant the
ordering of all Tood and catering reoguiremesnts for the hous-
gbholdd,ond she dealt personaly with the tradegpeople who sup-
nlied them, Por all this responsibiliyy she received 51 per
week plus full board snd lodging in the Hiousech.

The maids each got I@ten shillings per weck plus board and
lodging. The master bought the sevvants uniforus,hut did not
provide any personal clothing or loundry. sach of them had
one EEfhalf day off per week,plus one Jundoy aliernoon per
month to visit thelr own fanily or friends.

ALl staff had to be up and about by six a.m on sunday to
prepare vegetables ote for the mid-day meal,and ofier breake
fa+t they went to church with the family. The advent of ny
brother{of whom I will spesk later)made 1t necessary for my
mother to leave that pluace,becauss such things were not
allowed in "gervice"in 1894.

the same conditions applied to any male nembery of ntaflfl
at the hhomes of rich peorle.ihether one was a gardener,t
coschnan, footman,handyman or a gtable boy the dividing line
was clearly defined. On one level was bthe master,the mistress
and the "TPamily"., On the lower level were the servants,very
much an upstairs and downstalrs order vhere the “Wiantorn?
gpoke of or to a8 servant by surneme only,and all the family
did the sane,

On the other hand,if private serviee was goveruned by o
code of unwritben laws,the same did not arnly to a boy ente
ering into indusgtry straisht from school. For nany years ithe
school leaving age had shood ot twelve,and a boy at bon years
of age wast allowed Lo work halfw-time. Phat was half a day at
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school,snd half a day at work in certain tradas,

tatll 1921 the leaving apge had only risen to thirbteon,and
in fact although in that year the Acet was possed ralsing it
fourteen,it did not take offect until the following yesar,
and *ali-7Tinerstas they were known were ollowed until 1922,

The beenage school leaver of the I970's can have but lit-
tle idea of what 1t was like for the thirteen year 0ld sche
00l leaver of more than hall a century before. the acnepied
nothod (1f it could be called & mothod)left much to be des-
ired for the lad looking for work.

The trangition from =chooldesk to workhench was shrunh

""")

and left 1itile doubt in a lads mind vhat was expected
hin, Very often he wag taken,or sent %o the same nlace
where his father or gome other member of hig family worked,

L% being st that time the generaly accepted principal that

the son would follow the same trade ag his father,

Obviously,this wyllly Fillytmothod of selection(or lack of
it)resulted in many misfits like sguare pegs in round holes,

ot the lsast effeot of thisviike Tather Like Sonfumethod
was that 1t gove bosses and foremen o psycological weapon o
use on tne new recruit. Very often every Llittle fault would
be passed on to the lads father or relative cauging trouble
for him at hone.

Or on the other hand the person in charge would (for axamnle)
say very often within the hearing of other workers and sopr-
antices "You'll have 0o do it bhetter than that hefors youlre
aa—peed 28 yourew—w——="yhoeveyr it wmight be who worked there,

het kind of bLreatment never did produce good results. It
either nmade a laed truculent and defisntyor it pave hin an
inferiority complex, In all Tairness howvever,not all bogses
waere like thatythere were some who prefered to form their
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v judgement Cron progres:s at work. In general voyking con-
ditions were crude,and working methods were very much “Rule
of Thumb®,

e conditions atbtached to youth employment wore bhiaged on
the side of the employer. If he were ssbisficd with the boyia
vorkehe would ask the parents(usualy at the end of the
first year alter leaving school)to have him hound arvrentd-
lece to the trade.

If the parents were agreeable they signed a contract hing-
ing for soven years until the age of twenty-one. In the ev-
ent of him leaving his job hefore that time,the parents for-

feited a sun of money usualy sbout twenty pounds. This was

A0 saall sum at 8 tine when o mans wage wans counted in shillings.

Also they had to provide him with the tools of hisg trade,
and the spprentice only got a nominal wage of three or four
shillings per week for the Tirst two yearg,and it was only
inereased by o shilling or two afterwards. In noast ecanes
giving a lad a chance to learn o trade neant real hardshiy
in o lerge Tanily with only one or Hwo wags carners.

On the bogses side,on employer could not sack an apprentice
hefore the date on which the contract onded.

In spite of all thig adversity,the people did menage o
find & way of maklag their own pustives,and talking cdvant-

wge 0f any humourous situatlon that occured in the deily

~n

routine arsd thoush it might be. The people in general nade
their own lives and condibions provide the laughing stock,
their philosophy being that what one has never had,one can
never miss. The fubuee had but Little to offer,so make the
most of the present,it could he worsel

.

It must seem ineredidble that there was a time in living

monory,when there was ne radioyno television,snd the only

oluces of enbertuinment were the picture houses vith the
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biosck and whibe silaent Tilms,or bthe stage shows ot fhe

. . ~ 8T
live theatres and aa occasional traveling cirous, Add to

e

these thoe saturday afternoon football or crleked match and
it is no wonder shat the pubs and the churches wera 50 pro-
SPerous.

At a time when(as far as the working class were concernad)
there was no security and the future held no prospect other
than old age and poverby,it is not surprising that the maj-

ority of people had an atbtitude of *yhen you have any noney

L

eaty,drink,and forget to-nmorrow,you may he dead then®,
Drine was chean. The hest hesr was only two-rnoncoe ner
pint,ond spirits Blxpence(2%p)per measure,and it Torned a

convenient (1€ only btemworary)asscane from the cheerloss,

overcrowded home conditions in their gqualid surroundings,

Fox the uwen it made a bresk before rebturning next morn-

ing to the monotonous, rimy working conditions. the women

as usual looked alter the home and the child ren, put 1h was

a common sisht to see women,snd sspecialy niddle sped oneg,

going into the pub "Round the Cornervwith a Jug under thelr

saowls Lo buy "fhree Gillsw(rd pin s20d have o halfenint

standing at the har bheforae r@turning 10Me .

In faet I have heard landlords of publle houses say tha

Porad

thay sold as much beer over the counter at the Jug and potds
tle entrance 48 was s0ld in the btan voon)
As & general rule the Jaw took a leniant view of a drunk.-
e man, 50 long as he did not couse too nueh disgtuy rhbonee, s,
dru?k@n OB was a8 mueh bloger problem o g vohlcenan,
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Perhaps Lt may gseem fantastle to-day,bul fifty or sixty
years ago & noliceman(in town that lg)covered his beat on
foots A country policeman covered his bheat on o pedal bhike.

Traiffic duty meant a policeman stood in the middle of the
road and controlled traffic by hand signals., fraffic lights
vere atill several years away,ond if a man rode a hovse ot
a gallop along a public thoroughfare he could he charped
with furious riding to the public danger!

fhere were no police women,and there was always a long

1

would be recruits to the police force, The

i

walting list of

4.

same applied to the public transport services such as tramn-
car drivers and conduchors ete. In fact at o tinme when enp-
loyment of any kind was very much at the whim of the canlo-
yeryony job which offered permanent employment also carried
& walbing list.

The armed Porces never had a shorsvage of recruits for the
samne reason. ghen trade was slack and work scarce a young
eligable man would enlist,reasoning that “we might just as
wellwJoin Uptif we get killed in achlon it's bebter to go
to Hell on a full belly,than gtay at home oad sharve %o
deathn

Agt & Radilo commentator remorked in o vyecent programme on
19%h century houging ™7e had an @mpire on which. the sun
never set,and we algo had niles of town and city strects in
which the sun never rosel! The pileture was the same 1a the
Tirat gquarter of this century,and the inbred apathy of the
"hower Olassesdld nothing to help.

Another feature of that bygzone time was the "Charactors®,
ln every community there were members of both sexes,vho for
one yreason or another,elther physical,mental ,occupational,
or just plain ecceniric,were well known hy all the local s

people. 9




The giving of nicknames to people,easpecialy those who were
well known %o thelr neighbours,wss commonplace and once
glven they stuck. fost were pood natured names dul some
uncomnlimentary or even downripht vulgar.more so L¥ thatl
person was known for some undesirable charachoristic. Jor
Ingtonce,a toady,s bully,a drunkard,or an habitusl SPONLAT,

Even policemen and ministers of veligion often got a

mandle, Add to these the shoutszﬁewspaper gellerashavkery,
aitd other stirect traders and one can woell understand thatb
although 1life in general was grim and hard,it was nover un-
eventfull., There was always some bopic of conversation and
even touches of humour,

Of necesslty folk in these "Roungh"neibhbourhcods had
thelr own way of coping with slmost any situation as it
arose,1f the police were called in,it would be becauss no
other way of dealing with the matier could he found,

A policeman had a much greater latitude for using his own
diseretion in the case of drunks,youthfull offenders,and
people nmuking & nuisance of themselves than he has to-day.

On the other hand he dld not have the sane traffic hazards
as hlg present day counterpart,because the motor cay was
#3111 a rarity. Nor were the digtriets to be policed so
widely scatbtered s they are to-dny. the very overcrowding
and concentration of people in a small arvea,mede it possih-
le to walk to any part of his beat in o few minutes,vwhich
meant that the policeman wan on egual bterms with the offender,

There are times when 1% appears to me thet I have lived in
two dlfferent worlds,two different livessboecause there ls
absolutely no similarity betweon the way of 1ife and the
conditiong of living In the days of my youth and the pre-

gent times 10




ven the people are diflerent in every way.

The last fifty years have swept away many of the evils
of the so called w¢ood 014 Dayst,and 1t is no longer nece-
soary for aged people to end thelr lives in a "yorkhouse"
and bhe clasced as paupers by authority.

Although one must admit that the present day shtandard of
1iving is far better then 1t was nlxty years ago,snd nech-
anichal aidg in indusbry end the home have together wilth
inproved safety regulations,have made working condltions
botter thaa ot sny time in the last two hundred years,
there are many side effects on modern gsoclety that did not
arige at bthe begining of this century.

Then the pace of life was more lelsvrely in keeplng with
she horse and carh, fenual labour wag the accepted Biondas
ard of handling in every industry,and theraefor time and
motion study was unknown in the workshop.

The quikkest transport was by rail,ond airborn trangport
was on inventors dresitythe agroplane was only in the exper-
imental stoges.

How instead of the worker being the master of the machine,
the machine dictates the speed at which a person mist worke

vhether this is good or bad the reader mus st judge For hin
or her self from the followlag paged.

I
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The Late VYay of Life,
and Llving,
Chapter.l.
In The Begining.
Phig s the first chapter of o documentary recording what
life.waﬁ like in an industrial area of the Jorth of mnglend,
wmivet g o child,then ag a bteensge youth,and then on reach-
ing adulthood in the years ab the beginlng of the twentieth cen-
tury. It may seem sirange snd incredible to the pregent gen-
eration,but it simply bears out that oft repeated saying
that the $ruth is often nmuch stranger than fictlon.
on the 24th of September 1908 I was born at 34 Sussex Aven-
, Thwalte Gate,luaslet. iy mother acver remembersd her own
mother and father,becanse both had died vhile she was sitill
an infant. After being passed from one to another of her
aunts and uncles,ond after three years half time cducation
in the'ihres 1's" she Left Junslet Church School 4o work
for an wnclo ag a domestic help aged eleven in L8386
My Ffather was bhe youngest child ol a family of cleven
ehildren born Lo o Horley paintoer and decorator who ruled
his housechold with despotie gvrictness, Ui wife,my grand-
mother,wos a hordworking woman obediont o hey husband. I
naver gow her because sho died before L was horn,so I never
knew aay of my srandparents.

nad o stesbrother fourbecn years my senior,whose father

had disappearsd on hig sons advent. In splte of all thig
hich was the cause of froquent guarrels between my father

and my motheryhe always sccopbed my Tather as his own fathor

pnd got on well with him. He later jJolined the Arviay op George

Armltage in 1954,

,
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iy father was born in 1874,and worked half-daysvhen he wan
ten years old as an ervand boy. Later when he was iwelve
yoars old,he went o work full time at Bruntclifte Victoria
golliery,at Morley.

At the time that I was boen he worked atv wWalter ScobtBLLd,
heeds Steol works.which wan at the end of Sussex Avenud,

Owing to the fact that scarcely & day passed there withoutd
& serious accident(sone were fatal),it got the unenviable
name of the “lhuslet Slaughter House",

Originaly Tounded in I87I by the Cooper family as the Alre-
side Hasmatite Company,on the gite of an old ceal pit it
flourished. vhen fr.3coht took the works over in I8386,1% wan
naking steel rails and jolsls,from Begsemer Steel made in
the original type bhottom blown convertorse.

By the turn of the century 1t covered an arca of twoenty
five acres,with four old fashioned blast furnaces,an exlen-
sive »olling mill,and o large trade in plg iron,tarred mac-
adan,and crushed osnd graded iron slsg for rvallroad hallagi-
ing and voad making,and it had five miles of internal rail
track with ~ight stean locomotives.

By 1897 production had almost doubled;but although Mr,
300tt had added move plant and machinery to cope with the
denand, the old plant still remained in use and carried on in
the same wvay as belore.

Tt was thig circumsgitance that resulted in the digastrouns

explogion of 191% when a boiler bursgt in the rolling mill.

gome people might argue thot a child of five years old
would nut be able to vemember some thing that hoeppened s
Long ago,but I have a vivid memory of that night. It hap-

poned at suprer time(I20,elock midnipght)on the 26th of Aug-

uﬂt -LQI:%e
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Obviously I did not know what had happeneds I only knew
that I had suddenly beon awakened by something,and people
were running along the gtreet and shouting. I got out of bhed
and looked out of the window with my mother, My father had
heen on the afternoon shift and was in bed at the tine.

Teot to know the debalils later, Three men were kXilled on
the apot,six died in the horse drawn ambulances on the way
to Teeds Infiymary,snd a further six dled latex from thelr
injuries. There were several more Ilnjvured by steanm,bolling
water and red hot debrig,who later recoverad.

The wovrks employed more than two thousend people,nogt of
whom lived localy. It was surounded on thres sides by otz
cete of hack-to-back houseu,and on the fourth side by the
didland nailway main line. It was these sirects served by
Jower Road and (rove Road,that gove thelﬂrnw Lt's nicknane
of "plevnar,

whoaver had been responsible for naming a number of nayr-
Tow, siokgy,dusty héneess Tlanked by a big indusirial comp-
Lex,after a hattle in the Peninsulay Var must have had a
winglcal sense of humour., Az one of our neighbours once re-
narked. "It would have besn bebier to call it Litile Hellv

3,

Jertainly at nlsht when the light from the Murmaces,and
the glare from molten metal,reflected Cfrom the drifting
clounds of steam and smoke made the old gas lamps look like
feable csndles,the ghole district had an infernsl appear—
ance thot I can stil’ see in ny minds eyo,

Hoat of the folk who lived there tried to keep the outside
of their houses reasonably clean,but 1t was a loging hatil

against th slag dust from the slag erushine and bare

@
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mae plant at the other aide of the Steel works woll,even the

roofs of the houses were srey with it. Some people gove up

o

strugsle and didnt't bryl

id

the hopeless




this was the abtean ocngine aze and Hunsleb had i46tq UNnLove
aly share of smoking chimneys. fosl was chean and plentifull
and mills, factories, Torpes ebe all nsed coal and coke,

fvery house whether large or small,burned coal in onen
graves Tor heating,cooking,baking(nost people baked their
own breadP,and smoke control was gomething unhesrd of then,

werything was dirty with soot and grine,dust exbrachion
plant in factorles was not widely used,oeven safety precau-
tiong in workplocses were very primitive. fn all thege thin-
g8 Leeds 3teel Works was among the worst offenders,

Several years later,a while after the I9I4 war T stood
ngar the top gates of jfiddleton Park. As I stood there
looking down on Ifunsleb,with it's tall chimeys sticking up
like black fingers through the smoke pall I reslised whot
my father meant when he ocursed, "Phis hell hole that ve
have to 1live inv,

The houge in Sussex Avenue where I first saw the Light of
day,was by the standards of pre 1914 a pood house., Had it

not beon for a chain of events over which I had no contvol

o

c»{-

e

8% the time(i was not gquits six years old when the )
world var was declared)it might have been my home For nany

MOYEe yoars,

Bullt at the turn of this cenbury,it won one of a roy of
back~to<hack serrace houses, It had an attic, two bedroong,
o Living roon and secullery,and wderneath 14 wan o cellar
with a coal grate down which o conl dealer poured coal from
o skin in which it was welghed fifty-six pounds at o time,
&t the cart in which 1t was brought to the door.

ALL poods sold at the door were on a strictly cash
he order of the day wes "Ho noney no coaltete che. That is
unless one were well in fovour with thot trodor,
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ye shared an ovtside [lush toilet down the strest with two

pilies,and cach fanily in turn clesned the closet

<
d.
v
G}
I_J

onee & wesk. The rent for that house was 7 shlllings(35p)per
weck,this was connildered a Talr rent in I9T4,but one mugs ro-
member that an unskilled workers wage was I8shillings(90p)
per week.

A I mentioned previously my father worked at the Jtecl
works,ond like nmogt men with hot,dusty jobs he liked beor ad
1ib, This and the cirveounstance rogarding my brother George
were the cause of frequent violent yuarrels bhebween my two
parants,

o P

Ny recolections of course Jumbled like a bad dream,but atl

five years of age one tends to remember the outstanding things

and the good things,ond forget the ordinary ungnectacnlar kind .

T things.
vhat I do renembor vividly are the nights,mogtly Priday and
Jaturday nights,vhen beor and bad tempers vesulted in things
being thrown abouh,and George and mnysell belng outside in the
street until it was safe to go hack in home again when 211

OlCce HOTC.

was quict ngednors.

Ag incomes went at that time we had guite a good inconme. i1y
father had s gulnes(slsH)a week Tor a 5 day week on the Dessg-
ener plant on shiftg,plus half~a-crom(25p)every third week
for Soturdsy nmorning working. Add to this Georges Tow shil-
lings ag an ayprentice painter,and we had o good living,

Iin gpite of hils drinking hahits fother had hils good pointsg,
when he recedved hiz woages ho firvast gave my mother her housew-
keeping money,he nade o point of paying cash for all he got,
and he would never tolerate o debib.

These things done,whateverghe had left in cash was hilg own.

16



gur asighbours wers in genersl o falrly tolerant and frien-
d1ly lot,reasonably peaceiull with each other,and not qulite ag
roush e the nearby "plevnatfolk, Bven s0,they had thelr Ll
ite of tolevence,and so it was that wevgot The ifessageibacked
by notice to quit from the agent bacause of complaints Tron
people who lived nedy us.

30 out wo wenbt,yet typicaly nobody held it against us aftere
vards,the trouble was over,the natchet was buried and never
dug un again}

gur Turniturve snd obther effects were noved Lo our new home
by the coal man who supplied our conl. Thisg was the usual
method for all short digtance removals, the coal man using
the cosl men uwsing the same hovse and wagon(swept out of
Cpourse)that he used for hils coal wound dupring the day.
Secause 1t took place at nlght this kind of removal was

generaly known as a nyoonlight FLitY,end it might be worihe-
]

while mentioning at this point that some of the blogest Dofe

i

oval and haulage condrachtors bullt np thelr husinegses from
ha sreater begining then thisl

Our next home(it was to be my home Tor the next twenty-two
yesrs)was about the same disgtence Trom the Grove woad end of
spleynal,an we had been from the Bower Road end of 1t holorece.

T4 wos a nueh vougher place to Live dn,it wag in fact &
real slum,without any relieving feature at all.

At this point I will interupt my description of our new
home and surroundings,with a description of one feature of
our everyday life that has now gone for ever. That featbure
wnes the strest tradersyor “lavkeratas they were known to
everyhody.

ety mode of bransport misht he a pony snd carbysa hand-
cart,o flat wagon pulled by a horse,or even & tuo whesled

porrow(often a home-nade one).
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wrom these hawkers one could buy anything froi cosl o con-
facbionery,fish to filrvewood,literaly almost oy
might need in a house. They went alowly along the streets she
outing thelr wares as they woni,and if you wanted to buy fron
them you just went up to the carti

the hawker would then weigh oy measure tho required amonnt

of vhatever onc was buying, In this way 1t was possidle to
buy the whol87 ones regquirenents except fresh meat at the
door,with only o weckly visit to the groesrs ghop, or the bute
chers as vequlred.

The strect ories of the havkers together with the drab,din-
pey streets they hawked idn,sre now & thing of the past,and
with their passing gome of the colour as pgone Teon the lives

tovnsfolk,

one could almost tell the time of day(or night as the cone
misht be)by the different shoubs,becouse in nost cases they
navked in a coerlain district al o certain time on ceriain days.

wor insbance a greengrocer usualy went his round before 7
mid-day,especialy L€ he had rabbits or fresh fish on hig
cert, Amilknan came round esrly in the morning,end os thoere
g no bobtled milk in 1914,he carried his milk In cans from
which he measured the required amount into ones jug ov bhasin,

and one payed at the doorstep.

5...

A coal dealer simply shoubed "Anywy-y CoalWs topring ot hid
nemel cusiomers doors. The firewood man shouted "hips '‘n e
e Uood®,and one man who cane round once a forvnishit with o
Flat hovae drawm wagon,sold household potlery sod kitchen
ware,ond his shout was "Pots tniNowlst,

rifty or sixﬁy years sgo the modern detergents aid, powd ora

]

ware not available,and anovher man with o flat wason oane

ot




cound the streets shouitlng as cale along Wieshin' 508p,soda,
Parozone(this isg gtill in use nowsdays),weshin'licker (washing
llguor),soft soanitand always finished his recitol with a
shout of “jir-yermnonis(anmonia). Yet another man with tha
asone kind of eart likewlse cane once & wesk with o shout of

Mepgs-honeat,

He took rags bones boblles and jom Jars,;giving in exchonge
for cooking sali,scouring atone Tor stone window allls and

doorsteps o nmake them look clean ond neat,or sometimes he
gave small items of pottery. lie also bought ravbit aking,

At saturday afternoon & mon cane round pedaling & tricycle
on whiech was a large box--like arrvangement with a 1lid,and ag
he pedaled he shouted "sShortgakes,seed cakes,currant cokes,
jan tarts and nice little hatpenny bungw,

The nmuflfin man came carrying o blg basketdon hig head and
ghouting “ilou-fing, erun=-pits,pike-lita", Tater in the even-
ing came the tripe man, e had a two wheeled cari with o roof

nr x

on in which o paroaffin lanp hung swinging obout as the pony
walked along. He sold cow heel snd tripe and rang 2 bell
shoubin: "fri-l-ipe ant Jow 'eel",

The fried figh man came ot supper btime ghouling "Per-ide
Mighttyas algo did the pie and gpes man with his cry of "Ples'n
eas all toth,.

inother charachor with a pony and a two-wheeled flet cart,
nover came hefore supner btime howking frult and vegotables.

e enswered 1o tho name of#Jerrvytbut we all called him the
niridnight Hawkert., Hore often than not,the chees frult and
vepebahles he s0ld were bought as the Harket was closing,end
he got the lot almost given away. iHext morning seen in day-

Light,the vthewprfrult and veg cte consisted of as much
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waste as there was catable food,

In spite of this and the well chosen things that he was
called by irate hougewlves,he always camne round agaln and
agein. One reoson for this was the fact that it was woll
known that if one was short of cash,the ubiquitous Jerry
would ohlige uatil pay dayl/

Thore was also a "finkertwho sold and mended articles of
bin~plate and other sheet metal on the apot. e shouted"lan
lids 'n Kettle Lida", Another loud ery of "Enives and Sithers
ter Grind" heralded a man who trundled o portable prind-
stone arcund,vhich he worked with a treudle. e did o £004
trade with butchers,] Fighmongers,and other shonkeaners who

used knives and selssors,besides housewives.

o psople who were favourites with the childran vere an
0ld man and his wife who came round the strests on saturday

forning pushing a blg 01 fashionoed perambulabor. They sho-

uted "Toffes ov 'Umbugsh,and sold pennyworths and half-pern-—

ny vworths of home made sweety wrapped in a bit of newspLpery
another cheractor who was o childrens favourite vas the

"Pingalary lenv. lle pulled hig barrel orsan on w0 wheelg
3 T &

Trom strect to street. e didn't shout,but Just stopred din
the street and started to turn the handle of hig organ. He
woes alweys accompanied by any children who were nob ot shhe
ool and who would ask thelr paronts for “A Penny for the
Tingalairy Hanvoften children Tollowed him from strect to
street like a modeen Pled piper,

Returniang now to & descripiion of our new home., Tiwas a
‘real slum dwelling,it could scarecely be callsd o hovaa,vet
incredible as 1t nay seem,although it was condomned in 1914
it was not demolished until 1939,
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Tn conversabion with other people I have often sald that

v

Twas brought up in a house with the front door in the back
yard,and no windowy in the kitechen! This was basicly true be-
cause the houvselso cslled)had been nade(li would wrong to

£

say built)by ukllising the space Left botween the guoble ends
of 4wo rows of houdes built at risht angleg,and the bhack of
anothor house in the next street. (Jee skebtches atiached)
This left only the forthh wall to be the outside wall,
with what was supposed Lo be the front door and the front
window in the back yard!
in the front yard,that is the yard opening onko the main

)

throush street Wilson gtrest,s corner of one of the housos
had beon moved bhack to allow a docyrway Lo he made, Thig was
supposed to be the Bamokdoor,and it had two glass panels in
14 with a fanlizht over it, Ag it would have been lmpossible
to vut a window through the two adloining houges there was

no window in the kitchani

the bedroom over the kitchen likewlse hiad only one small

ta

vindow in the corner. Inderneath the kitchen floor was a
cellar cold,dark,and anddamp as a burial vault,with two coal
srates but no windov.

The only water supply was a cold water tap on the kitchen

wall over an old stone sink suprorted on two brick pillars.

Hot water Tor washing up ebte,was obtained by filling an

iron tank bullt inbto the fireplace on the opposite side 1o
the oven and kept hot by the healb from the fire. Largor
suantitiss of hot wabter for bathing,washing clothes oic,vere

obtained by Llighting a firve under the wash hoiler(or "3et Pot?

p-.

they were called localy. ia elther case waber had to be
enrried Trom the bap to the bolleryend then from the boiloer

-

hack o the sink(or the wash tub)as requiraed.




A large lron kettle wan always standing on the »ib of the
ficograte full of waber for tea making and culinary use ag
required, The set-pot was Hulldy into o swall recess formed
by the space between the fivepiace and a bilg cupboard which
reached Trom floor to cellin

This cuphosrd,the set-pot,and the fireplace took up all the
back wall of the kitehens The flreplace snd the oven were
the only cooking facilitles that we had , hecause nelther gan
or electriclty were lald on to our housel

)

Por lighting we used o paralfin lamp downs: stairg,and for go -

ing up stalrs or into the cellar we us sed o candle. Several
other houses in that area of lunslet had to use oil lonps
for the name reason,bul candles were in general use in nost
houses at that time,even those that had & gas supply.

The front roof,i.e,the one fFacing the back yerd,had a big
window snd a door =zet in the oubside wall,ond the bedroon
over it also had o good sizmed window. liowever as in both
these rooms the widows faced due Horth fast, very 1itil
sunlight ever shone through thei.

fhe dividing wall bebween the front room and the kitchen
was broken by the door conecting the two rooms. On one side

ral

of thig door wan the cellar doorzand on the other side was

a mmall window 24inches high by D8inches wlde,this was to

allow gome Lisht to come through from the fromnt roomd
The kibtchen wink was the only washing

house,and a large tin bowl always stood on it under the tap.

. 7

Also as the sink itself was only 3 or four fect aypy Ifrom
the outaide door 1% was rather draughby Tor snyone petiting
wnshed there in windy veather. That is unless one locked
the door and stuffed the space underneath it with an old

L)

cont oy something.
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Thig was not unusval,as most houses in that srea had their
sinks and water tans in the same place near the door,

Having a bath reguired mueh more preparation. Mrst one
had $é carrcy six buckets of waber from the tap to the “gote
Pottand light a fire underneath it,%hen wvhen the water was
hot one put the washetub in front of the fire and put cold
water into 1t fivst,ond then ladled ho% water from the sofw

pot{wash boiley)into it wuntil i% was hot anough 4o stand in,

The accented rule in most Ffamllies was that when you had
got sufficient boiling water out,you then put bhack as mueh
wobor as you had used,for whogver was next for a both., In
this way the wate¥%Peady for topring up the tu

/

thile anyong was having o bath the houschold achivities
wenl, on just as usual,the other members of the Tamily carried
on withwhatever they had to do.

I possible when a female member of the fanily had a hath o
1% was usualy timed for when the men were not in the nouse
but wen pot bathed whenever necegsory and no-one raised an
eyebfow. The majority of working class paovnle were Tairly
brozdninded ,and inhibitions were not thick on the ground,
Indeod ;thoge terrace houges which had bhaths fitted had
Bhem either in the seullery adjoining the liviag roow,or in

t Tor

Jete

the kitchen under the window with a wooden 1id over
use as o table to work on. yhen one wanted 4 bath,one simply
removed the 1id ond dyew the blind or a curscain,

One of my couging who lived nol fay away in that tyne of

houge was o collier,ond I oflten o sav him pet bhathed

the kitchen when I was visiting them. I thought that this

was repl luxury compared wilith our house. They also had their

fote

ovn outslde tollet in thely own baelk yard,
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At that tine there were no pit-heasd shower bhaths,so colliers

lTike onvone olge who had a dirlty iob,came home in their wor
H

kins elothes and changed them after washing in thae housc,
(] ol

L

e

Hout of the houses in that port of jlunslet had stone floge

ged floors downstuirg Like ours hadybut the newer type of

£
K]

terrace houses had wooden floors downstalers as well as upstalirs,

M)

and proper baths thed with hot water on tap from a fireback

fa ] L[]

boiler, They zlso had gas laid on for Lighting both upsta airs

.

and downstairsyslbeit they still had outside toilets.

t.'-"'

N . 1oy
h tolle 5,huh,0.

L

0 share with

£

foat of them had flus then had
another two houses to one clogeb,inside toilets were o luxury
at that time,nowadays they sre required by law)

Mot of thesegelosets were situated next to o midden where
811 household refuse was dumped for collectlon by Councll
refuse collechors at intervals of three or four weskd.

Our owm sanitory arrangements were as crude as the property
itselfyprinitive to say the least. {e shared with two other
fonillies in what was called s "Trough (losett,it was one de-
groe bether than the earlier dry closets. In fact the "hryjor
nparthtelogets were in use otill in rural areas ond some out-
lying town areas Tor many years after L9I4.

There were two convenliences on each side of a narrow pogg-
age the floor of whieh wes the wooden 1id of the midden,i
this case o pit about four feet deep. In between the two clo-
sets on each of the pasiage was an lron door whieh was kept
locked. The iron troughes ran throwsh this mlddle comnayri
ment from one closmet to the nexlb on each side of the pasrbBga.

Thig long troush was half full of wabter intd whieh the off-

4

erings dronved. Once & week the Council lavatory man came. le

,

tant,a hook,a lant-

)

carried with him & can of tar oll disinfec

arn,and a long hrushe

oJ
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Unlocking the iron door he stepped dnside the chanmber. With
his hook he pulled up o plug in the botiton of the bLroupgh, Thig
alloudd the wecks collection to flow down into the sewr after
firvst svirviong Lt with the bhrush., Then going to the other side
ot the passage;he raepeated the process there., Then replacing
both plugs he turned on the tans in bhoth,and he then took a
short clay pipe from hisg waistcoat pocket and lighting it he
smoked as the tankg filled up.

when there was enough water in both tanks he turned offthe
the tups,end replacing his pipe in hilsg pocket he added a
litile disinfectant to the water, After stirring it again with
hig long brush,and then locking the iron doors he would plck
up hig brush,can,lamp,and hook and march gravely on hig agn-
ltory wag,majestic and unaproachablel

The oldest of those houses were built of stone and were séild
to have been bullt about 18004they had stone roofg,no dust.
bing and in faet mony streets of houses built nany yearé
later did not have bing either. All houschold refuse and gar-
bage including kitchen and other wante went into the midden
or ashpit which I degoribed on the previous page.

These middens were emptied by contract usuvaly about once
8 month,and as this was the days of the horse snd cart the
contractor was often a farmer or a mavkel gardener. He woulg
cart it onto his own land,vhere & man would pick out any tin
cang or bottles,and any scrap metal for ssle or disposal.

The remaining vefuse was then ploughed into the land for
manure,or to lighten heavy clay soll.

ore often was this so on the outskirts of & town,or in a
rural area, In large towns and citlies the refuse was hurned
at a destructor,or tipped into disused guarries ste to he
coverad over with soil for agricultural or horticuliural use.
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The method of emptying the pit was Tor two men to come and
pull off the wooden 1id., One man then pot into the pit 4o
ghovel out the four weeks accumulation of rotiing rubbish and
ashes,while the other man went on to another midden,

Then a third man came with a horse and cart,snd together
the two men shovelled the heap into the cartyefter which they
pulled the 1id back over the plt end went on thelr odourifor.
ous way. Heedless to say that every door and window was kepth
shut until the job was Tinished and the cart had gone awayl

Drainage was equally crude,one large gulley grate in the
middle of each yard had to cope with all the surface watoer,
plus the buckets of dirty water and slops ete,from every
houge inthe yard. 0ften the top of the grate bore nute ovid.-
ence that the contents of the usefull receptacle had bheen
empihied there as welll

ATter dolng the wecks washing,the washiub was usualy enpe
tied out of the door to run down to the sutter, the stone
step was then swilled with a lading cen full of clean water
to ringe the goapsuds awdy.

A single gaslanmp high up on the wall of a house was the
only lightling in sach of the yards. This lsap waz 1it by a
lomplipghter who came on a bicyele with a long pole on which
wan a shielded lizht. Hext morning he came Lo turn out the
light at daybreslk. He performed this service a8ll the year
round in all gorts of wiesther.

These street lamps(which are now nuseun exibiits)were clof-
nad by another man who carried o shorty ladder,and also & hice
ket and a cloth to wash the lamns with,

in these conditiong it is not survprising thot rots in the
middens were & comion ocourancegoveryone had mice and cock-
roaches in thelr cellars,and in sunuer flies were oveorywhaolo.

26




Ghapter.2e
The Threc YeBrS.

fhere 1s no reason Lo supnosse that my own schooliays wvere
any different to those of sny other boy in those days. 30 there
45 no need o dwell on the nerits or de-merits of the educat-
ional system of that time. It was doing itts best vo keep pace
gith the requirements 6f the early 20%h century,ln schools
puilt to comply with the Rducatlon act of 1870, They were
totaly inadeguate even by the atandards of 1900.

The school which I attended wai No axception to that rule.

It wesa@atholic church school build in $873,end hadly over-
crowded in I[9I4. Into a space roughly 200 yards long by 100
jards in width,had been crammed agint Joseph's Church,the
fonvent,the Boys School,the Girls gohoolzand two playgrounds.,

hig school had to accommodate 300 pupils in the boys Bseche
ion,between the ages of five and Ghiybaon. fn all ten teachons
inciuding two nuns in the Infants school,had to cope with
Glasgses of thivty or more children.

The curriculum wos equhbly sketchy. The whyree 'etnlus baslc
gnolish,a grounding in wnglish History,a smattering of Poatry
and @raving,general knowledge. Add to that list Ceopraphy and
religious instruction,and it gives some ldea of what the teach-
ers lot was likeshecause the some teacher had to take his or
her elass in all the subjects for that ape groupl

e pitch-pine desks were 1ike the buildings a legacy fron
the T9%th century. They had a Tlatb wooden seat joined to the
Tonz desk by the cast lron frame that supvorted both. Crlgin-
aly made L0 seal thres boys,they novw ned Lo accomaodate flve
puapils to each desk.

mach desk had three inkwells(fhe bhallpoint pen was not ine
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vented until 30 years Later),this meant that cach inkwell

wag shared by two hoys. IHGVlL&hlj there were ink blots on
ouy books. The desks were go cloge bogether,that the front
of oneg desk formed a bhackrest for the desk in front of it,

As for the playground,the nost that one couvld zay weuld bhe
to desecribe it as an open gpace coversd with loose stones in
dry weather,and puddles in wet westher,which all age groups
had 4o share.

After school,when we had had our hea,my mother would take
e for a walke OFften 1t would be to one of her velatives,

My Aunt poliy was the neareglb,only a few minutes walk away
from our house. I liked poing therse,her hushand my uncle
Jack was a quiet man who worked at Nicholson's Chemical Yorks.

ie got an Irish Terrier pup and called ittJackw, However
four months later when 1t was used (o 14's nome and angvered
to Jack,they found out that it was in fact a bitch! Laber

when Jack had gix pups

o

the joke lagbed for weeks.
They had two sons and two daughters. The two sons were Hoth
in the Army. Jack wag the eldest son and lHerbert was about

* 3

five years younger than Jack. jusan was the youngest of the
two girla,she was my Tavourite couminsand she worked at Ing
ham's Jail mill at the other side of the strect.

Mhe othor damghter Lena,the cldest oneslived there too hut
she was married and hod o young bhaby(my half-cousin Mary).

Leng aid work ot home for Lubelskils clothing Tectory in
Hilledge noad not fax away, She didn't telk to me much,she
was always too busy treadling away like mad on hor sewing
noching. ler hushand was a colller,he worked down Water Ilaigh
pit ot woodlesfoxd. Because Arthur was a colliler he woas allow-
ed Concessionary Coal ot the rate of a ton & month. A collier
414 not pay for thisg coal,it was unscrecned and he sinmply

poid for the tronsport to his Lo,
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fetualy the amgount was “"One load per month",a load in
this ease being 24 hundredwelghts(the amount that o horse
pulled in o two whesled cart). This allowance was called
noolliers goaltand was a concession allowed to the colliers
in the Yorkshire (oalflield by the pit owhers, It wag "Insc-
reengdt coal,that ig unsorted,ungraded,and just as it came
out of the pit before grading.

I had another sunt and uncle who lived oprosite Jack Lane
gouneil school. Hy Aunt Anne was older than my mother, 'y
uncle Ceorge worked st yards (lass Bottle Works in the yord
Dehind their house,so they had no bhack door or bhack windows!

Unele Ceorge died in 1914,but they had & gon my cousin
Charlie., e was seventeen and o ponry driver down Hiddleton
Hew room pit. He used to tell me that when he was older

and he was working at the conl face he would have ue tran-
ming for hime OF course he was pulting my leg,like when he
told me thabt it was riding the pit ponies that had made hin
how=leggaed like a cowboy.

sinother of my mothers brothers lived near the Midland
podleay Bridge on yakelield road in one of a row of old brick-
buitt cotbtames called Upner (oslei.

These cobbages did not have plafstesed cellings. The {loor
joists and boards of the bedroom floor were the living room
celling, They had no cellars either. The coalhouse was on the
voad side at the far ond of the garden from the house,and
next to 1t wes dry Qﬁoseﬁ.

The term dry was used because this type had no water supp-

EN

1y and was not connected to a sever,otherwise 1t was web ale

risht. They had a large bank made of sheet iron into which
the collection dropped. It had a handle at sach end,ond at
intervals of several dayscertainly not overy week,iwo men

cane to ampby thom,
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Pulling out the tank they emptied the contents into a hig
almost seml~circular tank on wheels pulled by & bip Tarm horse.

People called thisg odourous and unlovely veyhiecle "The
Royal iiailv, Certainly no-one ever tried to “iold Upthose
noilg, they olways got a wide herth fro n averyono elsa,

™Tisg smelly benkfull wag usualy empitied down a disused
quarry,or & gouncll tip sufficiontly far away from any housasg
or & public thompughfare. The tank had a loose hinged 1id #
at the back,and by turning a handle which opperated a cog
and ratchet arrvangement;slowly tippaed the btank over allowe
ing the contents to pour out down the Ltip.

Although these cotiages were only & short distance outge
ide the Hunglet boundayy,they were in the Rothwell Urban
Bistrict Councils sres,s predominantly mining and asricul-
tural area. Most of the older cottames belonging to the
colllieries and other private owners hed the same sanitation
gyatem,or lack of one,

Yet by a sharp contrast many houses in that area had nro-
per dustbing for houschold vefuse,hut no plped hot water)

Uncle Tom worked at Bell Hill{Rothwell Haigh)nit,ahout
half a mile Turther wp ¥Yakefield Road, Nis job was deliver-
ing the Colliers Coal from that pli,and conseyguently he wan
well knowa localy with hig horse and cart.

They had a son who was & deaf mulbe,yet he could read and
wirite,but although he was nearly thirty he could not peoth a
job to earn his living., sSurely o sharp contrast to the pre-
sent day when soecilal and government hodies do try Lo help
hendicapped people o find work,

The digtrictdoi Hunslet close to where Uncle Tom and Aunt
Jinny lived was called "Klondyke" by the local folik;because

although a lot of colllers lived in Hunslet at that time
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more colliers lived in cach strect of the "Klondyke“than in
ony other comparable strast in [unslet.

All these sunbs and uncles were ruch older thawn wy mnother;
a0 1t iw not surprising that they have long since gone on
the journay of no return. Even hhe pita and other places
where they worked have ceased to exiot also,their way of
1ife and the places wheve fhey lived belong to another agc.

After school,if there was any shopping 4o do(which there

vsualy was)mother nnd I had our fea and then went shopping

on uaterloo Road or Hunglet Lane. This was always interest-

]

ing to me becsuse the shops used to seb out thelr windows
to displasy the goods that they s01d e

mverything digplayed was tlcketed with the price for all
1o sao, 1t was the day of personal service by the shopkeoc-

r,

ner and his assistants, The day of the self-service and

ol

supernerket store was stlll many yeoars oway in the future
and totaly unheard of then.

A shop assistant had to know the price of each item as
it was asked for over the counter, Then he or she would
rockon up the total,take payment from the custbomner,and give
change from a cash draver under the counter,or the till.

T think +that it will be best to explain the ocurrency
syatem in uge then almost sixty years hefore decimal curven<
ey was introduced.

pur currvency then was hased on the pold sbondard,and ro-
okoned in pounds,shiliings,snd Pence,ond represented by the
aymbols A=52D. In T9%4 we had no paper moncy in clreculation
and the pound was represented by the sold soverelgn,;the gold
jlalf-govereilgn worth ten shillings,and the Crown worth five
ghillings,

32




A Half Crovn was worth two shillings and 3ix Pence,a ¥1ow
vin or Pwo shilling Plece,a shilling worth I2 pence or one
twehtieth of a pound,a Bixpence worth halfi a shilling,o
Thres Penny viece(or Bit)worth half a sixpence,a Peany workh
one 240%th of a pound, There wan also Hall Penny,and a ax e
hiag or QUarter=peniy.

As 1 sald proviously,the sovereisgn snd the half sovereign
were pold coing,the crown,helf-crowi, two shilling plece,shil~
ling,sixpenca, threepenny plece,were 8ll silver coing, The
sixzpence ond the threepenny plece were very gnall and easl-
1y Jost(the threepenny bit was only half an inch in diameter).

The penny half peuny,and farthing were copper colnsg,and Lt
is perhaps worth mentioning the meoning of the "D¥gymbol in

L3

the pre-decimal currency. The uptyrepresented the Roman Defw
ariong and wag ohoub the oldest of the British coinsg. After
decimalisation both the shilling and the pence symbol were
not used when the decimal point replaced Thom,

Tho pound gymbolWgh is ghill with usg,but the pence synbol
Lag now “ph,

fruly is it sald that “ihe 01d Order Changeth®, and certe
ainly to thoge who are not of ny own generation or the s0C
ceeding one,the prececding chapiters and the guccesting onces
must seem like an accouat of life in another world,and so
to prococd. The shops,all of them with the excepbtion perhaps
of clothiecrs and drapors,were open from 3 a.m untll 8 or 9
otelock at night.

Often ten ofclock on Thursdsy night,ond always 10 or Il
on Friday and saturday nlghts. In fact 1f o shon door wes

¥,

atill open at midnight the shopkeeper would not reiusse cash

2

trade or to boke an order %o he delivered next day,in ract
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competition in all ithe retail trades was keen,ond the gener-
al motio waps "If T don't sell it somebody else willyso IT11
gell it myselir]

T4t was not unusual to see 8 stveet trader trundling his
barrow,or driving his pony and two wheeled flat cart back
home at week ends at midnight. A newsagent would open hig
shop at s3ix or seven oteclock in the morning. The tea and cof-
fee shops would be open also at that time,so thab the carisers
and wagon deivers could call in for a pint pobtfull of hot
tes and & bacon sendwich,or a slige of bread and dripping.

They were on all the main roads near %o a large works,a
goods depot,a tramcar terminus,a coalyerd or some similay
sltuabion. If the coffee shop were in town it was most llkely
to be in o converted house oy shop,if out of town it would
be &) wooden hut with a vround cast iron stove in the middle
of the floor. In either case they were well patronlsed not
only by drivers but algo workmen golng to or coming hack
from workse

In either case,as many carts carrying coul or coke called
theore,o custemer often brought & plece of coal,cokejyor wood
and put 4t on the fire whon calling for refraeshnent,

rortunately for people like my mother who only had 8 very
gmall inncome,Tood wag still reolatively cheap.The allowance
from the Avmy for my mother and mg selfi was only a fTevw shil.
lings per week in respect of my father and my hrother Ceorg

gut of uho 1o feow shillings we pald thyee and sixpence rent,
coal was & shiliing o hundredwelght,
and paraffin for the lamp

wng threepence per quart.go it ls obvious that striet coonomy

‘-\

was necessaRy,end nother taught ne how to get the nos it out of

anything we got.




As she had been o cook housclieensr in privete service boe

“

oy

-
&

she was marvled,she taught me how to shop and cook in
way that has gvood me in good stead over mince,.
At that time a shopping bag(known as a carnet bag)was made
'i 'f‘ } e . . »tur Ao A R 1 -"E , 5 e 8y e 9 3,5
by folding a pisce of stair carpet double,sewing up hoth
sldes and sowing on two handles at the top. Sush a bag could

he £llled with vegetables st o street havkors cart Ffor

oy
ja

shilling. There would be sufficlent potatoeszonions,carrots
and o swede or o cabbage Lo Last the two of us a weolk,
The price one shilling(5d)may sgeenm lncraedibly cheap by to-

8

days stendards,but one nust remenber that in I9I4 an wnskil-

fhy hour weck for I8 shilllings(90p).

m

led lsbhourer worked a

A sheops head could be hought from o butcher on Tuesday
or Yednesday fompithrea-pence(Ilp).he skinned it,took out the
ayegyand split it. When it was holled the tongue and the seath
carefully picked Trom the Jaws ond the choeeks,btogethar with
goms boiled potetoes made o meal for that day.

then the stock in the pan was cold it wan skimned to re-
move the fat which was saved for cooking. Then o couple of
good hondsfull of mixed pearl bharley,split peas,and Lentils
ware added to the stock together with sone diced cearrolhs and
swede,and an onlon,

hen the soup way ready dumplings were added and cooked
ia it,and this made another hot dinner for ug,any soup left
oy

ovar wg had for supper with bhread mops in 1t,

Thuraday was baking night,but sometimes mother would hake

L)

guarber of a smtons of flour on Tuesdey night as well,

Hilke most women at that time my mother baked all our bread

Fal

and pastey. Yith that thres-and-ond-o~half pounds of flour

she would make two large loaves,and while the loaves were

o)




rising on thewsri hesrth the remaining dough in the bowl
wes rolled out in & large Tlal cake which was baked ot the

hotbtom of the hot oven. when it came out afber belng bturned
over once,the Losves were put in ond the oven vasg allowed
o cool o little.

The sbility to bske good bread was congldered to be an
essential port of good housekeeplng,ond LT one hought bHread

from a shop instead of baking it alb home,people assumed thoatb

the housewife not able to cope properlyl Fven my Hother
would say that "Boughttbread was not ag good ag your own
home made bread,

shile the big round cake was s%111 hot we would take half
of it and. tesr 1% open and apread trencle on Lt,ond eat 1t
for supver while the loaves wero haking.

the treacle was boughit st the corner ghongwnich was at the
aovrner of the front yard, Gne took an ompby jor for twopen-
nyworth of trescle ond sluaply gaid "Pwo Pennorth of Freacle
vleaset, The shopkeeper then placed the emghy Jor on the
ganle and welghad it,then taking the jar in one hand and go-
ing to the tank which held the trosole,held the jor under the
tap and turned on the tap with the other hand allowing the
thick hrown treacle to flow into yovy Jar.

Prom early morning until hedtime tha corner shon was Open,

the o0dd iteng like s bhox of matohes, half a pint of vinegar

e

(in yovr own bottle),or hali 2 pound of gupar or & quapter
of a pound of bacon, That Last 1hom cost bwopence half pene
ny,nnd I can never remember anyone going in for a two pound
pag of sugar or a whole Jar of jam or of plcekles.
shege were sold looge from large Jars which held dgeven
poundg,sad were asacured out with a big spoon ia pannyvorths
Miildren went in for o halfoenoyworth of sweets,and I feal
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comebimes amongst all these would be four or ({ive hutkh idem
cheeses like go many round , red, bowling woods. Abhout bthe only
dry goods prepacked were teagcoff@ogcoooa,cornflonrgaﬂﬁ of
course cleaning moterisls,soap powder, scouring powder and the
1ike, vexy often teu,coffes,and cocon were welighed s vequired.

wLour, oatnesl yrilce, sUgor, peas s, beans,lentils ete all cone in
ascks and were welphed out on the premiges. In the same way
Tard snargerine,and butter came in boxes and Tubs and were

«

waeilshed in A

che shop for the customer at the counters

i most grocers shops Jonday and wuenday were set agide for
weighing ouvt flouw ebe when counter trade was glack, Ifn a big
shop with a good local trade,25 to 30 sacks of fiour(both white
and hrown Tlour)each holding T0 opr 12 stonesswould be we eighed
out iubo T4ALb,Tlbsand 3 241h bags for sale in that weoks

gbone of flovr(I4lbs)at that time would cost(depending on

e
e

the srade)a shilling to 1 ahilling and 5 pence pey shone(63p).

Heny lorge families used two or three atones of flour each
weok,and the errand boy was kept busy baking orders out on
Thursday, feidoysand Jaturday until late at nlght.

“he cugbomers order would he packed ianto a wooden hoxyahd
aecording to welght,the lad would toke two or three orders at
once,if they were all going to the sane ared.
shie was done by placing them on & pair of "yheelasl,or ag

1 v

it woas often called,a "isack gortt. b consisted of a ?1at hot-

vom with a back and two | shafbe Witl/d/iiin/ pe

tor covoring them with a clean Flour sock or a sugar sack

End

he would then stand behween the shafts and either push or pull

1,

the wheels to thelr deatinotion. On srriving at the cunboners

hougo he had o check each Lhom ngaingst the List ingide the hoXe

vor o lad to geb a Jjob ot ony rabail shop thenyhe had to
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he able Lo write clearly,spell properly,and reckon up in
cach Figures. He would also be expected to understand
wolghts and measures(avordupolis).

The aroma in o grocers shop ab thot time wasga mixtore
of odours. Many grocers ground coffee fresh on tho prem-

H i)

igeg,end the mingled smells of cofiee,choese,sinoked bhacon,

lvied fruit,ond aplces such an nUNeg, CLOven, cinnanon ahe,

ey

tade o combinsbion never smelt in a yragent day Suneriile
kot whore everything bo sold propucked and gealed by neohe
inery with a price tleket on LG

At the beglnlng of this cenbury overy grocer had at least
one “shop CGatrwhich could often be secn snoozing on & gack
oatmea},rice gugar or auny conforiable gpote Hygene Took &

o

3@00n&ﬁ@1a0@ﬁ8u 111688 Progroste

sutechers shops had the floors thickly sprinkled with sev;
dust to soask up the hlood and grouse fromn carcane meat han-
ping up on hooks round the shope This apnlicd even where &

hop belonged TO one of the meat compenies who ilmnporited

and sold frozen meat., LT was imported from the argentine

o
o

and North Amevics,and lovpe quanblties of froden ot~

von and lamb were imporbed from sugbralia and Hew sealand,

At every large railroad depot "lesnous sgtovnad by the
cold storage companias,shored msat,l righeand other perishe
able foodstuffs brought in by raile They also supplled
nany wons of lce for gale. This wag
and indesd fox many yeary aftorwdrdis,only hubehers had 8
woLd woomtor in the smaller ghops an “loe Choeisit.

fhe domestic EPridgestso comion Lowday were unieord of
than,s0 0 leep things asool one had to buy icee

fheve weroe many “One santhubchery businesnos where the

4.0




buteher bought the cathtle or sheep and killed them in his
ovn slaughber house,bought them and had thom killed ete &b
the Looal abatoiryor bousht ment ready dressed ab the locdl
neat market. Sheep and cattle were usualy driven through
whe bown strects on foot by sproverst who were often self
employed cagual workers who contracted for a price per head
of catbtle to the gloughber housce

Jlthough home killed meat was the dearsst Lo buy,ail meal
aas yreasonahly chesp. The best ruap and sirloin of beef
could be bought Tor a shilling o pound ,and Log of mutiton
and loin chops could be pought at teappnce & pound.

These however were luxuries vhiich people like my mother
could not afford o buy. Heck and breast of mutbonyand the

akirt and brisket of peaf (imported )could be pought for as

[ +

Little as thregpence or fourpence & pound,and offal that ie
iiver,nearh,bullocks kidnoys ste,were also cheap and plent-
ifull,and every hubcher had o large dishfull of stewing
meat cut up into smali pileces in bthe bobhon of the window.
the butchner himself when in his ghop often wore the trad-
ibional blus-and-whits ghpiped apron and gtraw hat,hut in
meny others,usualy dompany ovned shops, they wore 1ong white
anrong and coais. In o1l buschers shoos sausages Were made

he window.

E._'.
o
&

edelid wnd were hung dowi in long ehaing in

The pork butchery shops were always well stocked,and Like
the oth@f butehers all tipking Uptl.e ple moking , hrawn, pot-
ted meatgpolony,”ﬁuokﬂ“(ﬁha tooal name Tor fagsobs)was done
on the prowlscs, Often this work was done in the hock Kite-
chen or the cellar 17 prprigtor proprietor Lived on ite
promlses.

The majority of butchers had o boy to take orders out end
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deliver them. The amaller shops would have & hoy about ele-
yen years old who salled at the back doow about 7 @em ond
collocted his basked of orders. Then he had to go hone afte
ey delivering thomt e nAve hyreokfast ond 1hen off to school.

st nignt afber sehool he went o the shop sgain to take
any other ovder:s,o¥ holp with any odd Jons. MierButcher Boy"
as he was called sould be paid about half o crowngend ho
kapt any odd penunies siven him by cushomnarise

Moat butchers would give thelr syrand boy & parocel of odd~
ments like a handfull of plemeat,a Tew Laft over SaUsLged,
hits of offal and seraf end of Mution. hig was usualy on
feiday oY saturday nigshh when closing at ten otalock.

yhen o boy left gchool,if he wenb %o vork for a bubcher
(or a grocer )hig working day would stert when the shop OPE-
ned in the norning,ond it would FTinish when 1t ologed for
the night.

A confectioners shop was a mouth watering gipht. ¥hen cv-

3

arybthing & gonfectlioner sold was realy "ijone madeton the
premi.ses,and the smell of baking filled the whole shop and
dvified outside overybime the door opened, As & apaclal
tvaat my mother would buy e 8 jan tart,or & scoteh calke on
the weekly shopping nighte.

A wgeoteh (ake'was lat,round andebout Tive inches widoes

o guarbter of an ineh thick,and it was made of ostmeal. T

wos orumbly sad aprinkled with brown suUSAY.

L cupvont bugsa jon Lart,a scobch cake,or & aeone Were
a1l the same price,one PENNYe S0Me bhakers would béke 2 CUSw
tomers own bresd 1T ghe kaeaded it veady ana Look it bto the
hock door early in the morning hefore the shop openeds

A small charge vas aade For bthat servico.
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the ceatest change that has taken place din all the Tood
trades ig in hygienc. Gevbainly no preseat day food dnsp
eotor would allow the display and handling conditions theat
were prevalent in the retail food trades wntll quite recor nh
years. (any shops had to wely on boiling water in kobtles
or pang on elther en open fire or o gas elng ov cooker for
cleaning and scrubbing out. ALL slabs and Lobles were sewube
bed hy hand with soap snd serubbing brushe If the shop flo-
or were of conerete or tiles the suds were thrown on
floor and swept out through thae open doow Jand aorodss the
eongayay to the gubtior.
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Ghanbers e
the Shree Tears (K nolnudng.

for the housg-
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n the bome conditions wert
wifoe. The fivst job on ente eing the kiltchoen in bhe morning
was 4o Light o coal firc in the gratc. L€ one had & gas
cing(or glove)iha voltle would boll while one was Lighting
the fire with puper and wood,bhut we hod Bo ges aunnly e 80
we had bo walt nnihil the firo burned wp o holil the kottle.

Mhen aftor bropkiant wan ovar and any ehildroen aftf bo
sohool,the days chores bagan, L 1% was @ woshing day 8

'Y

riae

o had ko be 1Lt uwnder the wanh holler,agnin using coale.
Thig hoiler had various nomes in GLTleronts aronnhut an L
asid in o previous ahonber,in Hunslol we aelled L4 a "Sete
gotebecange LT was anet dpon cenldron set In brdokwork and
taarator not sovahlo.

Mile nother walbed for the water Lo hoil there were beds
Lo make,and bhe gaging had to be nophed onh,nlso bhe tub

{ghieh 2lso did duby as o hath)had B0 be post

ﬂ

#ionad in frond

o+ the wrelnging raehing.

a3

anis wan 6 greal hotvy ol facioned contraphbion yinh &

aorlisd by o shiek ahecl Loal aprdng hald down s coatrole
ol By o gorow of Bhe top. AR arrangonent of eogs gpve &

poay roblo of about four Lo one,and Hhe rollors Were 0PPET-
sbad by turalng & aoat tron wheol HwO et in dionmebor. The

¥

ceninLobe noching W ahowt Tlve Tacy T, ond wetshad shout
h I Aok - i

Hhees wndradveiohts.

The whole thing qovaed about on four ineh eost Lron wheole

£

snd o5 the wet clothes passed rhrough the “anglehos it wan

aallad,they dropped into a large whicker hasket ballanced
on o vooden shelffbohind the maching.

4%

pongpe and woolen wollers fhe rollers had preasure



-

he clothes reached the wringing machine

L)

Howsvor befovs
~azne the real drudgery of washday. After geaking in hoht wat-
o t0 which had been added soda,and possibly o little amnio-
nda,or o concoation called tyashing Lilguor®,arguybbing Doardn
was stooed in the tub and each artiocle was rubbved with strong
goan, then rubbed up and down bthe board which wan coversd

with corrugated netal shesting

i@

b

Any very stubborn or greasy narks would nesd the usge of a
serubhing brush as well, Then o comnlete The waghing pirQw
cestyn large wooden "Pegoy-3tick?,wpolly Stieki,or *Pogner
an they were varlously called,was usod to 1it
o the slothes un—ondw-dowh In the bot suds, ALL wiilte ¢low
thaog, that Ig cotion and linen clothes,were boiled dn the
tiadLokrin elonn walter,

ATT Hhilg seons incredible in the $970Vqg,vhen oleoctric wa=

nachines,ond electric apin or fumble dryoers;together
with hot asd cold eunning woaber on bap,are gtandard everye
day kitcohon scouloment,

Afher all that hol,hard woelk,the sreateat problen of all
vy how to dey the clothed,

vhen one lived in o yvard ox o norrvow ghreest whoere gix or

AR FEE S S

seven houges shared a fow aguare yards of ground and alwr
sopses hanging wadhing oubtdoors prosgented noay probleis.

tho laagt these was the nolluded,;sooty atmonphorae,

svon whon the westher was dry,ond more po Af 1% was hrecsy,
] ' k - Lo .y L . i 4. iR - R

agoot and dugt getiled on the clean clothas, o in the inte-

dinercehion,nore ofton tha a not the white

vrere Foshonnoed servoss kitchen collings Indoors.

Most people Aid ey o keap the howne cleanysbut o window

+ -+ AT . S N R " oenrg e Al , N
curhodin wan sroy ingtend of whilte In Logs 3han 2 Tortinighte
oo
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As I sald previously,thers was no smoke control thengand
in fopsy weather ingtead of the fop being white or gwey 1%
was blacl and smeld of soot and sulphur,.

Qf couvrse washing clothes by hand took hours of hard work,
but besides this meals hod to be preparcd,crockery and pong
washed up,beds made and slops emptied etey,in Tact all the
normal household chores as well,

as everything had o be done by hend with none of the mode
ern lobour gsaving devices or detergents 10 help, the unliverssl

cleoners vere,soap,watersand "ilbow Greage¥. The houscwifes
day sbarted ecarly in the morning and finished late ab ndight,

Another thing which added to the hovschold workload was the
fact thet the modern floorcoverings which we now bake for gra-
nhed woere not even invented then., A wooden floor would be cov-
araed with linoleum,or & cheap subgiitute called “Glleloth®,
vhieh was 8 sort of hegsian painted to imitate linoloun,

A

staircase night have a gtalyr carpet 1 1Lt was & wooden

o

one and the family could afford one,while the kitchen floor
would he covered with cheap oilcloth, A stone floor like ours
would bhe elther mopped or scrubbed,and a few bits of carpel
placed in doorways,or in front of the sink or the table,and
8 home made heorth rug in front of the fire.

These rugs were made at home by the nembers of the fenlly,

waly on winter svenings in bad westher, A plsco of ghrong
hesaian,or “llardingtas Lt was called localy,was strotched
ovaer & wooden frame made with four places of wood., Any clean
old cloth sueh as old coads or cloth skiris,or awny odd blts
of cloth,Ghe thicker the betler)were cut or torn into sirips
ahout an Inch wide,these strips were then cut diogonoly into
four inch lengths with a point ot each end.
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Phe rug makers cach had afprickertnade by shovrpening a

roand piece of heard wood o a point at one end. The aloth
trips were called wqigtbet,end one held the pricker In the
picht hand and made a hole i the hording, Ten with the left
nwand the point of a list was pushad up throagh the hole,anohk
her hole was mads beside it and Tho othor ond pushed fhrough
ond pulled evene
Thig process was ¥ apeoted bockunrds and forwyards o0ross
the rug harding. The usmal procaodure was O make o pile of
lists in any spare hLine avoilable,end then spend en cvening

1

prlcking on the vuge Lv took deveral ovenings end & loh of

eloth rags o make a loarge cug,ond needlens to say thah the

LI 4.1

bearing oy FRIvVingias LU WOS callod,of the cloth made & 1ok
of dugt and fiufi wherever it wno donece
the finighed rug wag thick and woarn,hut very heavy,ond sh -
king it was very haprd work owl in the verd or strecht.Chviou-
aly one did nov 4o whot when washing was hanging out to dryl
A law addmitfedly seldon invoked and more than & acnbury
old was in force ot thol pimws, by shioh anvono could he fined
for beating op shaking & vog OF saroet outdoors hofore 830
Ao In fact chig,along w;;h some othar ohaolehs and OV h -
dased Lows,wasdy: Shinded unbil the 1950%s)
n that fiegt yoar ol the Groat war the necesslilos of Life
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were sbill cheap and plenbifull, the anly Bhing in short supe-

. .

Py was Noney. the stendy cellilng up O nll £it men hetween

iy

the ages of 18 and 38 noant that there wove mors lobg jor
a1l other people able Lo WOk

ven so the plight ol old poople and others antit to work
was vealy gvim. L LGLe o yorn unonployaony wonefit,and heaw
14h insurance had heon inbroducad,hut it only apclied to any
able bodied men wio hod 2 oyenry sonbributions ereditied e

L]
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14 did not apply to apricultural and horticulbural workersy
domestic servants,and others not 1igted under the pohoneG.

These only pedd the lealth Insuraice sohene gontribution,
and this only provided o very 1imited medical benefite A dOC-
tor recelved & faw ohillings 8 year for each patlent on his
1igt(or “paneltas it was called then). A panel patient only
recoived the barest medical reenbnent under the asehome,wlih
theokeapest noedicines avallable.

guch apatient did not qualifigfor anyf aurgleal ov gpeclald
1at treatment under the schengynoy did he recelve an 014 Age
pengion 1f he had not paid unenploynent Insurance conbribut=
ions while he was working.

of course helng o child then 1 aidnt+t understand a1l this
i only knew that old people weye very poor,and wore old,and
often ragged glothes, L aluo xnew that they pleked up hita of
coal ; coKE,0F wood hecaunse they they couldn'® afford to huy
oal to make o fipe withe |

fhe 014 AgC penslon was ten shillings(50p)e weok ,and even
in 1914 it aidntt provide food and clothing and pay the rend

ag well Ffor a person oo old to worke f the old porsons owht

ranily were nob ahle to help,or take them into Lhelr own hone.

thenthe only alternative wan to anply Tor ngutdoor nrelief".
hig wad adaministered DY the Relieving Officer ¥or the
digtrict,whose responsibility it was bto dole out two or three
shillings $0 people in necd of aagsigbance. 1O quelify for
thig wpoletone muat bhe deatbitute O the oxtent of having nel-
ther MONGY nor pnything that could be s0ld Ffor moncy.
This meant in oot all furniturse excepb.a bed with mat-

regs and ploakets,a toble,and o choir,and often the "liel
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deftyas acy da cash but was o aobe o & ghopleeper Losupply
czvtaln grocerion 50 the value of

aoson Sthe old pooplo woere a0 Lowger abloe

Thay had one)golng any Longer, then the
il gtoge was So apply for admigoion o the Vorkhouse.

Thig wos an dnstiintlon foundoed in corly VTichowian tlneg

4] Pl

P L B BN - o PRSI PO, S r I -
with Hha dnbentlon of i LT, Lomenting o Low of
whiclhy gbatad that no citlgen of $he United Dingdom ouoh be

’i

slioved o die for Isnck of Tood and shalior,
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Paw st L
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oy Ghe lateioet Jouncll Lo
tute BOOY o e EAAITY

e owan oolliad the v Poov

Lt NS

naid by o vPoor Natevlevied by the Souncil., Thore vy 0o
paant add o bo aupoort o the Pooy
volinl,
Tho runaing of the torkhovge ead the
dooy Hellel way superviged by o Joord of Suordlang slected

Toenl couneil, In mooh onmen tha

hy

loent msinoss

o avold dncveasing the DPoor Qab a9 Tor

loth hiie

that o

el . oy I8 . L T 4 . PR " L

dovn by the act of poriladnent, and
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ot dnto cither the male OF the female secblon. in bhe case
of a married conple they were gepacated. ANY elothing that
Yhey wers popying on admigsion was taken fyom thew,and they
polkn wore the soMe droh,grey indbitute alothing from then 0N,

Tn the words of the wedding serenony Lt gay e tvhom ¢od
nath joined tﬁgether,leﬁ no men oub ageundert ,but the poaxd
of Guerdlians aid just thate Surely it wes the most aghanefull
sepresntlon imposed 0N Lwo people wWHOBE only crime was to be
old and no longer able Lo worki ¥

78 an sunnbe wos capable of any work,amnan gould he glven
jobs Like chonplng firewood,gardening,or doing odd jobs shout
tha block, A wonan wonld help in the 1aundrys the i hohon, or
any other Tiehh works LN aither casc offhen in the compand of
able bhodied people who wyore mnentaly rabarded OT physlealy
wond Loapeie.

5180 GVeryone was superviged by ot Bpaknnster TWLo Uas a, mene
Bap of the atboff wnose job it wab o pupervise the worke

it ocan asoreely be surprloing that the fFamily, thely SORS
and daughbers and personal fyiends wovld £O Bo grows perhe
onal joconveniance o keop thelr parenhs out of "ihe grubbhert

aq 1t was nicknaned 1Localygeven Lo the extent of toaking them

into thely own,often hadly overerowdfed homcse

sprange as Lt My gqoom Lo the prosent gonerotion of peoples

i 4 wan nob until 1930, that bthe poor 1aw puardiens werc abhol-
johed and the pubLic Losigtanca gomaltess forinat peie, this
hrought another abﬁminationgnamely the [leans feph,yet ovel
thaot was pebher thon ¥he honpelesd degradatian of the old
poor Lo workhousesyond the welieving ofvler; togehher vilth

sevg bullying nwumbledom and Iy poCTacY T was Nnotb untll the

A

preﬁent Mabional INsurance achene cane ingo foroe in 1046
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that the 5%iuna*bf wpauperlontvas finaly aswept away,and now

o

everyone has a rishk. b0 o pension on rotirenent, Later L will
ot x

reburn $o soue mgre;ééﬁécts of the degrading Poor Tov Anghie
tublong,but for now f\%illrreﬁurn to the daily life of work-
iag class people duying thé‘@imst yorld Woar.

we didn't do much going out éﬁ‘nighi mother and I,unless

Y . : -

e wend to gee relations who lié@dhneayby. shopoingsexcept
for small items bought each day.és required,was done on the
twe wmoin shopping doys wriday andﬁsatufday; fhe part I liked
bast was the Friday and gaturday nisht shopping. 5

po @0 along Vabarloo Road énd nunelet nane after clghi
otolock wag an experlence that one cannot rellive towday oX-
cenb in Memory.

Prom the corner of Jack Lone to the end of #lasshouss Str—
cet,wan an alnogt wnbroken succeslon of shops repregenting
overy retall trade wat anyone could think of at that time.

There weras even paybrokers. this 1ater establishment(now &
thing of the past)was at that time a flowelshing trada,with
smeganturies old slgn of the #Three Bras:s sallgthanglng over
the door for all 10 5.

n an arvesa forming an obiuge angle from punglet Parish

ohurch o the Junchion of Church Strect and Low noad ,and

oo there to the junction of south Accomodsblon noad with

mslet Laneythen from there back to the parish cshargh vie
uaberloo Road,an aren in which the grestest distance beobe
ween any two polnts was half o mile,there wers saven pawn
ﬁhUps. or o use the locak berm tpon Shopsts

Tt was a falely Teerative trade for afjneletas the pawnnpro=

4 known to sll and gqundry. Secouse as he took any L

ker via
animate Oy NONG perishable article in pledge(if 1% had a go-
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t0 protoct both hilnge

one thelid o

than
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s00d also he was dnvorlebly o dealer

d Jowelery,cl ing clocksswatches,

(i Ild}zlufl Gide
hrokers licence were strict hut framed

Li and the clienbs #He muat not asdvance

©obhe cash value of Laken

gepnad he must kaop o prop raeord ol ol such
to e ovailable ab any bime Tov POLLGE SO Ul
by in dwvacing stoler DG

»
i

slde of Waterioo josd was the Stillhouse
nAghh en open aly market in sceond hond
was helds cfreding did not ghart until sl
Gobecause the yord was in ase durdng the A0y GAiG,
L the yoard ﬁ, 8o shaot metal workors work: hopsand o tripe
d worikns bo wolaontaya flen who hoad gulte a
Hunplet and Sost Leol othe yard also were
atables ond lockenn cart shods o Cpand on the botton gide of
the yord were bthe back doors of deven shops Ln Waterloo noads
4 ona aatered bhoe yood,ot the right hend sdde wag the old
Mational Teish Glabbihe scone of Moy rowdy seeias al weeke
cads ond hilidays(not on unususl event al sy Loosdi puby at
that tine). The clubroom wan up svalrs over o eycip and gran.

]

onwmﬂwmhﬁﬁSMWﬁmditqumﬁlmmmm.ﬁma&1mwmmw
mombar $o mlss the top sbep wnd coms o the bhobtom in o big
huyry next o s waEp s

T oatilt have
LR IR A 13 0 o
narket In Sbillhouse

hung
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e thay nevercadmed

ploture of fhe friday night

Tard, The dealers both men snd vomen
ononovable wooden ctalls Lit by flarin

vhaom on hookse Theno Lewinn always

to atop hilmsd
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o was the cuabom then, the stall holders shouted thelwr

_,i
il
o
=
[
@
o
<
@&
I~
c-.
QJ

set cussomersyand one could buy snything from a
+ of womeng hish legeed lace upyor bution up boobs,to &

gpgond hend hearvhrug or a door mab., Ono man used 0 50

i""‘

round Lthe cloth mills buying up discavded cloth wreappers or
any ofher pleces of Mardingtas this woven jule waserlal w

%

aolliod,

He ddd o ZB00d sacs 00 Frkudy alghos solili

king oleoaning aprong. Lhe mojoriiy oF worw

clag clags women only wors o cobbon pluslfore ot monl tinmesyo

ieh shops had gsonh wiadows,the

window could be pusihed wp inslde the Top

window hobbom opens Thig was done on Fride

- - B gy e cer ot R IR S S Y P X
oy and Saturday olphba,in sll euceph lhe most severs waathe

ST, MVen in wei wes bhe oun blind could bo pul

. - . A s B . A L
and ah Lobo look ob i an

ortunldty to shout to thoe poeoplo. The LI

3 £ Y ey T
GUHLOMars

L

hocause LY causcd other o onupe to Listen to the

arosataltl, Ih was enbevtalning Lo everyone ond good Tfov bug-

did,reduce the

Aobho LTS HYOW

prices of certalu jolnis,snd oo 4 sporoached he

b, For example a plece of beast(hullocks)heart,a hig

nond full of shewing mest ouh up inte bitg,s couple of small

subbon chops,and held o dogen saupugens &alo a sheelb of paper,
g u O U S %

aud shout vhare yer sre thongglve ug & bhﬂn@f(ﬁi&pwﬂ@ﬁ(ggp)

G




the

for that 1ithle lot!

.";}

¢ precngrocers often pul oul a disploy of vegehablos

o

L3 ra 3 el i,
¥

and fruit in fronbt of thely shon on o loag woodon ghell s

hoxed. Another Liem of ive gresngvocers shock in

Yrade ot that tine wag Trozon vahbitn, Theee woroe inpoeried
ruthad ,but not skinned,ond

¢
[

They were brought by »rail Tronm

tice louset{aold shtornce denot)eo thot on arrival ah the
shon, thoy were froson inko o solid glab, This moont thel be-

fore they conld ho sold,the whole sladh had %o

oult for

.

2 hhds

1

. s daoa . b
g wors seporabed and hang head

=

he

<
g

soveral hounrs,then

;
ﬁ;UX»u Yeanss on ool oubisle
A

shorn window on Tridoy and gaburday,then thoy wore baken down

Jowmwards hol nnslkinne over the

- e I J L P Al vy e e
innad oo vagutbrad Por bho customors,

»

Ay Brat time every shopn had o comvoo sunhlind whiich rolled

un over the window, To pull L4 dowm or pusgh it back up again,
one vsed o long pole with a evook 2t tho end. This some pole

wan used for hanging obher things up oubeide aueh as rabbiig,
undressad pougry SN

Ma wob flah ahops alao a0l

Tigh,and & Horelngte Lt

ar sonkine them whole in sold for twonty four hours;they
wore dyied by pushing a long abick theough the gilla,snd
atiol on the booky over

hongineg them obout twonty on asch

shan window, These dyied ealt herrineco wers cnllad "Rloat-

avatt and conld he honsht for o penny coch,n lurge onte would

i

nogh Hhree hald pencelabovt Ip).

s

Jerring were very cheap and plentiinli then,and were a pop-

w o PR T 2 . e ]
ulor Food with most neonle, Loress quantiflen of haveings

went o tamoke Hongestvhore they calhed ond gunoled 70w s8lee
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a3 Red Herrings when smoked whole,or as Kippers when split
open and gutbted hefore smoking.

A greengrocer would often make up & parcel on saiurday
nlghte. These poarcels vere nmade up of potatoes,carrota,s snall
swedey,and a lLarge onion;all these woere put tdgethe? in the
blg scale pan used for velghing potatoesn, They were then tlp.
ped into your shopning hag together with a rabblit(skinned
veady for use)for one shillingd'A good siged frozen rabhit

could he bhought for

&=
[
=t
tute
]
-
E'f"
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o]
W
o~
N1
=
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w
jom
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8 small ohe for a fow
DenGe 0Nly.

e best bime to get o wyrap Uphat a grocoers shon was ot
the heglning of the wesk,preferably in the morning. hecause
of the Fact that there woere no cold storage facillities oy
refrigereted counters in shops then as therve are now in the

1970t s, the cut surfaces of corned becl,bacon,checse,and the

1ike dried when left uncubt overnightb.

hege Tirst glices were set aside,the bipger the shop and
oreater the saleg,the more of these odd slices and bits there
wera,and a couple of pence would by o good peperfull, Anothk
her thing was that a grocers work at that time lncluded the
ahility to hone and roll bacongand consequently the bacon
hoeks and spare-iribg could be bought cheaply. Tho sparos
rhbg when hoiled provided a msal with the meat plcked from

The salty stock when gtrained to remove any small ching
of boneythen cooled and the Tat sklmmed ofl,formed the hHase
for o panfull of hot soup vhen heang,or mlxed split pess,
barley.ond lentils were boiled in id.

satwrdoy night vhen the shop was cloging for the weekend,
vess e pood time to geb spareribs,hocks,end small becon endrng

[y
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Gne Teoture of 1ife in the Hunslet of I914 was the numbsdr
of public houses. I have hesrd it gald thal,before the Firast
Werld yar there were o hundred pubs in Hunsleb. I never tvi-
ed %0 count them all,but it i quite possible that thore
vere that number,becausc on many of the main thorousghfares
314 wes Literally possible o throw o obone from the doovr of
one pub Lo the doorgay of the next ono,

16 dight of drunkon men stogoeriag abhout ln the ghreot
vans gulte comson,enpecialy ob night end at weck eads. This
Lo bacdly swepredaiog vben all ligechesd houses wore onen

. -

Teom 6 Ay until L2 otelock widnight. the bes

Lo
]

onE wan only
Gt ponce(less that Ipd o pint,end spirits were Glupence(2dp)

O MGALUT G,

:

At that bime the salvobion swvmy was ccaly $ighting deiuk
aad degredetion In thoe slum sress. e churches and chapels

ond the fiemperance socloty preached about the ovily of drink,

1 ¥ o

but the golvatbion Avmy pilbened outside bhe pubs on rriday

1 (

and jaturday alghis,sumamer and Jinbtoer,in the foulsst of weae

b

bner, e women members in thelr uwalforms of blask snd red

Poedngs wlth bounets of black with & vad rvibnon vound,went
tnsice Lhe pubs selling The “yor Uryvand bulking to the cus-
Lagars at bhe har,

1.

o pretiy vough Lot chat Jroguented thoe hansled

pubn then,but they never wnterfogrod wibh Che Salvasion Avay

lag-en. L¥ anyone had beun doolish onough 0 try such a thing

£ Ay
|4
=
sl
et
Culw
Q;’
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fete
[
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> would have Uollowed Lo no utcoritain wayd

oy wm T T T - . RPN 5 iy e
and nooligans nevaer iaterfe

gred with a soivaition fomy meoting., dhat other orgondaation

*

would teke thelye musicol insdrumenta,sing hymns,and hold a

[y

recy gas loaaps and o L

c'.;'l

mecting by the Light of 4
nolagsbetwecn o publle house,s public ucinsli,and o frisd Digh

shopd dWot once but svery Fridey nihht on Peuny HA11 in Hune




glat,evan in the middle of winter,

somatimes roaming ehildren would try %0 be o nulsance by
shoubing rude end silly vonarln,bub these yould #oon hé
dealt with by sone of the hystanders,and when the porents
of thass shtrect urching cob %o know abouh ih{everybady loenl

nn

rnew each other)bhery would got another Lelling off sand o
Bowed sor basides,

M thongh the saturdoy niskd noises, gineines dennks ond Tow-
dyivm dn pensral,wlth domentile rows snd often shrest Tlghts
parricd on until midnioht,the Sunday mornings by conbrast
worae uounly ouled enongh, Although very Foy ol oy nelghbours
conld ha catled relilsiong,most of them kept tunday as reasons
ably guiet o one conld expnotb,

(WA tAvon were nob oliowed to play nolsy ganes in the gtrect

and oot went to ohureh or chapel af loast once on NG oY.e

alan athendaed ohvreh at come tine of

tany of the grom upts

i

the day or ovening. OF course dome @en worked ot jobs which
nocded then ho worl on Swaday,avnch ag hovsemnen, hoilovmen,ond
furnacenon,obheryice Tunday was 8 guieh dny.

thpeat dreding wos not allowad on undoy syaoph for nllk-
maﬁ?ﬁ@‘”u\n“r men,and ther didntt ghout on Sundai,

H n

OF courds Whore wes mich work Tor the honsewlie to do pre-

nerine dinner on Suaday, this wans the hish Lisht of the week

whan overyone sab down hogether at mideday moenl,

5 “

veop peneral rule b oconsiated of varkahire Pudding with

AR
seayy, Tollowed hy o joint of ment(Tunds permnltting)noboboos

¥, N

and whntaver vesetablang woere in aoason. b owas all cooked

on the owen five and in the oven,and 511 wrepored by hand

~

sn tha anot, The convenisnce foods in tin cong were gulll

many vesrs sway,and the skill of home cooking riled the table.

Y‘\r‘\r'.\? (}{.%{..\_{,‘ i ‘\f’" "_w_;. 7 1poup N N
B L A T A A A T




ghapter.d,
1915
yar cones fome

some people reading thisChaphtredk themselves “yhy did the
author split one long chapter into two parta?t Jell the ange
wer is becmuse the vwar struck it's worst blow al us in the
early sumner of I9ID.

My broﬁher'eeorge hagd joiﬂed the Arny in Joanuary of thatb
year, In the Tirst days of June we recelved notificatlon
that he had been killed in acbtion at Galipoll.

A

Por several wecks previously we had recelved no letters fron
hine Obviously for sceurity veasons he could not Hell us(even
if he knew)when he was cmbarking,or where he was soing. How
we knew wvhy.

£3 .0
y

T shall slweys remember tho morning that the long bufs col-
oured chnvelops came hy the early post. Hother sat down and 4
opened it th@n\her fooe seemed bo freeze like a nmask, I re-
member asking her what the lebtter was obout,aiter a yhile

shie sald in a strenge qulet voice-t"George ls dead,he's

heon Killed®,

ghe gaid nothing else for what gocmned like hours;she Just
& ] d

-
h

]

sat there at the end of the long white deal table starvedn
ﬂtraight.in front of her. The table was scrubbed vhilte and
1% was bare, (like the rest of our neighbours the hig white
table cloth was only usedlon gundays and speclal occaslons),

At last she got up and we had a meal, I don't vemeuber &
1ot aboub what happened in tho next few weaeks,o0f course 1
wan boo young to undersiand the workings of offlclaldom.

ALl that T remomber is thap for a few wecks Mother went
to one after another of her own relatives Tor help untll

her money For the loss of George cane throughe
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fy fathers Temily all lived too far away to help,no until
offlclialdon made up it's mind,we soraped through on my fab.-
hers seven shillings a week allowance(35plend +the 1ithle
money she managed to ralse by hook or crook,

At last she was awarded a pension of Tive shdlllings{(25n)
for the loss of her son for life,plus the back paynents due
from the time he was killed(the service allowance ceased
from that date in Hay),

The first thing that she did with the money was to pay
back the folk who had helped us,but from then on she shune
ned all her near velatives oxcept one sisber-my Aunt polly
who lived near us, Stlll the oxperiences of those few weeks
coupled with the shock of her sons death,changed my mother
completely. She seemed to hold a grudge,have a "Chip On ler
ghouldert,and even shunned cﬁr neighbours treating everyone
wlth susplicion and distrust.

As for myself,l was not allowed out of hersight,for the
next two years I was almost & prisoner at hone,it was a re-
lief %o go to school and mix with other boys.

Isuppose some people might say that perheps it was o good
thing that she dia keep a very tight rein on me, Becouse it
was possdlble that I could have bheen like mony move childe
ren at that time who were left for relatives or friends %o
mind(ofton until late at nlght)while their mothers went out
to work all day,and then put thelr own personal nleasures
first,the hone taking second place.

Although just as any other healthy seven year old would
nave done I felt her possesiveness hoth stifling and trave
matic,yet I could not say that I was nepglected in the N
leal senee. She did her hest with very Llimilted mcong.

Mother was acblve,ond what I lacked in liberty she nade
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up for by taking me with her wherever she went,and if the
weather was fine we walked miles together,away from the
clogsed-in streets vhere we lived.

As I mentioned previously my mother was a good cook who
wanted nothing,ond the things that I learned as & child have
stood me in good stead meng times since. It is writton that
wout of evil cometh much goodand the shortages and restric-
tiong of those yar years,taught me nmorve about geviing the
most out of anything before discerding it,than a wnhole lifaw~
time of all round sufficlency could cver have done.

Iven when we went for a walk we slways carried a shopping
bag,and we never camne home aupty handed., Ag coal was Lrange

ported in bulk in horse drawn carts in bulk,and every hody

used conl,it was inevitable that some bits spilled of 7 the
1oad and dropred onto the road.
These bits of coal and coke,togther with any bits of wood

we picked up,so that when we arrived back home the bag con-
tained a good ghovelfull of coal and Gok@;ﬁThe clips and bits
of wood vhen dried out were used Ho kindle the coal and cokes

Of course there were no motor wagons,busen,coaches and foeh
tvafiic like there is to-day. steam wagons carried the hea-
viest loads,ond the few motor lorries were slow and nolsy,
and notor cars were gufficlently rare for people to stop and
look when aﬁe approached,so it was not very dangerous Lo
walk across a road, Instead of the all pervading smells of
petrol,dienclyand hot 0il,the main roads then smelt of dugt
and horses.

411 those bits and ploces heped to save money. iven the
stick or the plece of wood that I carrisd mysell ecant that
we didn't have to buy flrewood.
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ye had to buy one hundredwelght of coal every woek,hecagne
aven with only one fireplacs in usezas 1t was our only meann

I

of eooking it used a couple of hundredwelghts a wock,

I suppose that many people would say that as I was the ¢
only child,it would be betbter for me than if I had been one
of a larger family, In fact I did hear people say to mother
vilets only a kid,he'll soon get over it ond forget abboutb
hig brother a8 he gebts oldert,

Sometines they would say "yell it's a good job you've only
oneyand not thres or four young 'unst,but it wan rniot that
gasy for me to get over it.

dore especilaly was this s0 because mother had developed a
habit of talking to herself when she was alone and I was(or
she thought that I was)fasleep)or other wise out of ecarshot,

1T there had been another child,or someone else that I
could have talked}to,it would have been a great comfort to
ma;but all that I could do was to llsten and say nothing!

However with the limited means at her disposal,she made
sure that I wenlt to school clean and tldy alter a warngd)
meal of oatmeal porage with a big spoonfull of treacle on
it,0r a sandwich of bhocon and bread bread dipued in the
hot fat,

iWhen I ceme bhack hore ot dinner time(I2 o'clock)we would
share o meal of packet soup made with hot water,or sn (al-
edged)nest cube,with bread sops in it. Then when I canme
hack home at night we had a hov cooked meal of potatoes and
vagetables,with whabever meat or anything olge available on
such o limited budget.

fothing useable was ever wasted,and even bare bones after

£

a1l the goodness had been boilled out of thewywere saved fTor
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the rag man who gave us a large lwap of cooking salt. I nev-
ey vemember us buying any salt,but we slways had o big car-
thenwandgjarfull on hand, That kind of salt came in big hlocke
which were bought Trom the drysalicrs warshouse by the rag

and bone men(end other traders)who sawed Them into pleces ab-
I1h in weight.when we went to hig cart with our few rags and
hones he gave us one of these lumps Iin exehange.

Any stele bread was saved to make o bread pudding after
soaking it in hot water,then you could add sugay and milksand
a hendfull of dried fruit. Alternatively you could usc bolls
ed onion and herbs Lo make a sgeasonad pudding. This was good
with thick brown gravy,and stewed liver or heart for dinners

somehow we always contrived to keep Jors full of small ha-
rricot beans,dried peas,split peas,and barley in the big cor-
ner cupboard,along with flour,oatmenl,and rice. If we had butb
fow luxuries,we did have sufficlent to eat,

One trait of my mothers was that she never forgot anyone
who every did heragood turnsand for that reason we hought
groceries from the seme grocer until he sold the business in
1920, webought meat from the same buteher Tor several years
after the yar finished,and she bought coal from the sane
coplmen until she was rehoused and the old slum property de-
molished in 1939,

A the months went by it became clear o everybody that
this was o war which would not be over goon,and that overy
one would have Lo accept vestrietlons in everything,particuls
arly in food and clothing.

Phis was the first time in living nemory that o war had in-
terfered with our shipping,and cut our food supnly from ahroad,
30 it was that in 1916 an attempt at food control wos made

f
by the pgovermment, It was vealy a syﬁtemzdis%rihuﬁion,so thét
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whatever supplies of any comcodity were availablegzwould be
aprortioned to those centwes of population vhere they were
moat nesded, Imported meat together with sugar and graln were
the mogt gtrictly controlled.

1 suppose the ministry that had this unenvgable task of see-
ing that each rebtaller got his falr share ot the markets,acc-
ording to the number of customers he had each weck,did thelr
best, The trouhle was that no one had nhad Hto handle such s
shtuation before,and there were so0 many loop holes that the
ungerupulons shopkesper could wangle something “0n the gSidet
for some Tolk who were prepared o pay & little extra for
the priviledge.

Obviously there were severe psnaltles for anyone caught
nprofitecring’,but as always ltwas a case of "Plrst Cateh
Your (foose,and Then Cook Ttv,

At the time I didntt understand all this,but with hindsight
I realiged in later years Just how makeshift the system wag,.

Tor instance,liver,hearts,kidneys,heads,irotiers,and talls

3

bogether with pausages,were classed as offal. This offal be-
cause of it's cheapness hed always been the stand-by of the
lower income group,but now with cuts in the amount of carc-
ase meat available in the shovg,ihose who were gelilng the
now high weges in industry could afford the inercased prices,

The poople at the lower end of the income secale,just had to
make 4o the best way possible, the falr ninded buicher let
all their ecustomers have(es Tar as possible)n fair share of
these cheaper items.

A with the bubchers,ao with the grocers. ALL ilmported food
was allocated to the wholesaler,and in turn to the rvetailers.

Aealn the falr minded grocer lot his vegular cushomers have
o fair share ol things in short supply,but it was almost Lwo
years later before a proper rationing system come into heing.
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then we were not out on shopring expeditions,and the weat—
her was good enough for iLi,mother would tske me out for the
doay if 1t was a school holiday. we carried a shopping bag
with 8 couple of slices of bread and dripping cach(or hread
and mergerine),and a bottle of cold tea,zor home mode elnger
beer,

e set out stralght ofter mnid-day meal,and we would 20 as
Tar ag Rothwell,liddleton,or (hurwell. ot on main rosds
all the time,but along field paths and bye ways wherever #
possible, she didn't walk fast,but she could keep poing o
long time,and we covered mliles in an afternoon. In this way
i gained 2 knowledge of the country lanes and footpaths
that seems like part of another sge altogether,

I can well remember the Tlrgt time we went up the 01d Run
from junslet Carr Moor Side and as for as the Spring wood i
at Nove gScotia,

L had never heen gurther than the footpath that crossed

16
the foothridae oveqég;eat Yorthern Rallway line hpar Papk-
side. This was known as the “Ouckoo Jteps"localy,but this
day we kept straight on up The 0Ld Run,

e pagsed the Broom Wo.2.pit yard and &hé New Pilt,snd posi
the foot of the Big Tip. It towered up higher than the Yew

Pit chimney at the opposite side of the Run., It was burnine

o

and to my schoolboy eyes it seemed like abuege voleano withh
Tlames and smoke coming out of the gides,.
At the other side of the road,the 01d Belle isle cotbtapes

were lower than the road,and the rails of the collisry raill-

il

road were level with the chimneys of the houses. Ahcad and

to the right of us were the Broom Ho.Il.nlt,the Pireclay
&) 5 ?

Bl

Yorka,ond the Brilck works together with the network of rails
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As we walked on,straisht ahead was the Middleton Coke and
Bye-Products plant. In the background wore the Coke Ovens
with thelr two towering red brick chilmmeys,and in the fore-
moening to stare at us was a red brick wall witheilddleton
Motor Splrit.I9I4,.von it in vhite glazed brick letters,

i wags then almost elpght yeasts 0ld and I could read rease
onably well,although I didn't understand the meaning of a
Lot of words. My mother helped me in that respect,and algo
helped me to write at night,which was normal at that time.

Mowadays in the 70's,people tend to think that children
were backwerd fitty or sixty years ago,but in fact although
there were many ragped and neglected children in the poorer
parts of large towns and cities,there were not meny 1L1it-
evates among bthe younger generations. Spelling was the all
important thing in all schools then.

On we went,over the rails on which thedwagons of shale and
other "pit iuckvwere shunted up the Big Tip,and on past the
Goke Ovens with their clouds of steam,smoke,and acrid fumes
then we turned back. Turning right at the crogsing we went
over yindy nill,past windy Hill Tarm and down the road pasth
middleton Grange and Rast (range Parm,then down the hill %o
Hunplet Carr,end past the Steel yorks via Balm Road and ghur-
ch gtrect back home again.

It sesmed to me as if we had discovered part of another
world,a kind of a pantes Inferno,someting like a part of
the steel works and Plevaa without the sirests,iransplanted

into the country near ifiddleton {ood. Hore so because in

A

917 there were no (orporabtion housing estates at Belle isle
oy Hiddleton,
At that time thesedthings didntt gtrike me as belng odd,
¥ »
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but at the present tine it seems fantastic that dwellings
and works of all kinds were mixed so hopelessly together at
that tinme,although in fairness,the propertles in most casen
had heen bullt meny years before the First World Var.

Yet within a few minutes walk from such a mivture of inde
ustrisl sgalour,country life weat on asg it had done for nore
then a centuryl

Phe reason of course was that trensport(except for goods)
was very primitive,and only on nmain roads at that,

I think the first time that we ever went anywhere by train.
was wvhen we went 0 vigit one of my Aunta at Batley. We went
by tramear from Leeds (Corn @zchange to the Half yay llouse ag
Horley,end then walked down Scobchman Lane and pankfoot o
Batley. Then at night we rebturned o Leeds by train.

That was in 1916,and the trainfare for hoth of us was one
shilling and threepence. e got the Balm Road tram home from

Lieeds for threcpence,and even with the tramfare in the morn-

Y

ing from Nunslet Lo the Corn ixchange,snd the tranfare from
Loeds to Morley(Halfway llouse)the whole days traveling had
eost us less than half-a-crown(I24p)t

HAZ S0 1life caryrried on for hoth of us until Wovember IOIYT
when father was dicharged as heing wnfit for further active
gervice,and also because his job ot the Jteel Grks was of
Yational Inportance,.

it algo marked the begining of a new life for ne,bhecause
he took charge of me and I no longer had to be congtantly
in view of my mother at all times.

[idig rule was strelet but falr. I other bhoys came for ne to
go out I could pgo if there was no reason to stay indoors,hut
aine oteloek was bodtime,so I must he indoors again at olght.
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I had to do any errands localy for my mother or him,and
help with jobs in the house, In return he was always genere
ous 1f I went snywhere with himyand I could always go walking
with him,

Hig walking was very different to that of my mother. He
was six feot tall,while I was only about four feot,and when
he was just strolling comfortaebly I wasg nearly trotting to
keep up with him. ALL the same I liked those Journeys hecause
he would always tell me what things were,and expain things
to me that I could not understand.

Like my mother he believed in the velue of basic knowledge
and on ny part it was like a whole new world opening up
gor me Nove
Tor me

As we now had more money,we now got a betier share of the
goods avallable in the shops,so many of ouvy worries were now
things of the past,and at last we could huy clothes.

ot that T had ever gone to school hadly dressed. By ding
of much make~do-and-mend I had always gone $o school tidy
thanks to ny mother,

Ag we could now afford to buy things fthis meant more s=hop-
ping expeditiong,not only localy but vp into Leeds as woell
where a much bigser variety of goods were on sale. Hothor's
eye for o bhargein meant that we never cane hack emply handed;
and I carried my own shopning bag as wells

Tor those who were working,and that meant anyone capable
of working,wages(judged by previous standards)were abnormaly
high,and like any other time when abundant money chases few
goods,trade was brisk for thoge things that could be hought,

in the Market the stallholders shouted thelr wares,and fhe
shoppers wisccracked back at them. In thisg way shopping wes
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o way of combining necesslty with entertainment, shopkeepors
also lost no opnortunity of abtracting the attention of any-
one who stopned o look in the window.

wow however the Food position waz realy desp rata,the ware-
vounes were almost empiysbecause foodstuffs were heing used
much faster than they could he vaeplaced from overscas.

in early 1918 & thing unheard of before in Britain was ata s
vted ,nanely food rationing to the publice. It wasn't o compe
rehensive and well planned opperatlon like the the food and
sssentisl goods rationing in the Second yorld Yar,when every.
thing was planned and the ration books of coupons were pring
ted ready before war wag declared in 1939,

Owing to 1ackg§wevious experience in that field,people

/

were not registerd with one grocer ov hutehoer,but were able
to go %o any shop that had the commodity required., It Jed to
the forming of o habit that has been with us ever gince, that
ig forming o queue t0 be served wherever onc was buying(or
hoping to buy)sometlilng.

Another kind of shop made it*afirst appearance in mngland
in 1iving memory,this was horgemeat for human consumption,

At Tirst most people were shoeked by it;bub in 1918 they
d4id gulte a steady trade,particularly with eating houses and
works centeens. in general 1i was Just the way that things
always aye in times of shortage,lf something is in short
supplyssubstitutes arve found for 1t. Like all othex il tate
iong,they left much to be deslred.

One in particular which I vremehber was on efg substitute,

b=

t was & yellow powder that did not even taste like egg,and
the genersl verdicl was, nyell,itvs eatable,but thatts allw,
Add o this the fact thatwyer Graderflour was olmost grey
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in colour instead of white,and snyone reading this can une
derstand that any cakes and puddings made with thése ingre-
dients plus "Compoundvlard were "lell,catable but thatts allw,

Very often the larger stores and shops made conditions of
sale such as that one must buy margerine or something else
before heing allowed to buy o mmall quantity of butter or
teasbecoause these like dried fruit and sugar were rationed
and very much "Under The Countert,

Let me add here that the margerine that wan on gale at
that tilne woas nothing like the margerine of the [970's. It
was yellow,olly,and didntt have a pleasant taste ot 2ll,

Coffee and cocoa,and swectend condensed milk were not ro-
'ﬁioned(if available),and I must also add that although all

3

ivormg of meat(other than horsellesh)were strictly rationed,

-y

Pal

fish was not rotioned,but agein choice of veriety was gove
erned by availahility,

A 1 have said,my newly aquired Liberty opened up a new
life Tor mee. How after school(if I was not required to po
an errvand)l was at Liberty to xo out after teayprovided I
returned by #Eight o'elock in dark weatherysor nine o'clock
in light weather,

5 there were no playing lields nearbysand only the gbre
eet to play in,active pgames were linmited in extent. still
we maneged to adapt any open ground such as the space where
0ld huildings had bhecn demolished,hut if all else falled
any street whore there was not much traffic could be o foobs
hall plich,

& real ball was & luxury,so we improvised. A tight bundle
of rag or paper would do a3 a svbstitute but it didn'l lest
long tled together with styring. tho best of all was a plos
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bladder,and as you obtained a bladder from a slaughter house
it pald of to be on good herms with the glaupghterer.

flogt of the one man femily butchers killed thelr own meat
in their own oy another bulchers slaughter yard,so 1T you
knew that voo-and-3otwas killing a pig,you went and asked
for the bladder on the killing day.

naving got your bladder it neededinflating,and this could
only be done while il was still soft and pliablegeven still
wori. AS even a bicyele pump(let alone a football pump)was
unobtainable, the blowing had to be done hywiouthpowert,

This required a boy who had plenjy of wind and who wasn'iy
squeanish, o hold the greasy plpe belween his lips and blow.
while another member of the team gtool by with s plece of
strong string ready to tie off the plpe when the blower
had gtopped blowing.

If nothing else was available,a large emply tin can could
be used. This of course had one obvious disadvaniage,that
wos noise. he row caused by halfea~dozen young lads kicke
ing a can about a street paved with stone getbg,0r cobhle~
atones can well be inaginided.

qooner or later o door would open and an lrate volce would
shout *tet Lo Hell out of here yer nolsy young —wee——=it{or
some other sultable wordspdepending on the shouber's vocab-
wlory. Often this protest would cause somebody else to chip
ingsometines on the side of the "Holsy 30=And=50 4" gmore
espoclaly 1f the flrst shouber was not very wall liked.

n such & cass a row would develope nnd all the doors
wonld open. Lbwas very rare for that kind of srEpatohitio goet
out of hand,snd even if o policeman did happen to be within

1}

carshot he would btake no achion,unless 1t showed glgng 0

f
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becoming a "Free For ALlWin which case asharp "Now then,just
pack it in® was enough to restore order, (for the time bheing
at ony rate).

Of coursae the "Tin Can Dribblervstwho were the cause of 11,
nad silently dipersed and Llike the p: ~overbial Arabs,vgtolen
away int the Hightt, Peace now restored,the doors closed and
the "Copper,ficker,Blugbotitle,Rosze eriPesler,Mlattle,or what-
ever other nickaame was nopplied to & policoemal,wont on his
way with nothing hto report.

Another popular street game was "Kick out Can',for this
game the end of o closeh passage,or a "snlcket(a short pase
sage connecting hwo strecls)was necessayy,and o suitavle
tin oan. One lad wag the kooslietand he hod to stand in the
end of the pagsage snd stop the can going in. The other lads
bad to try to kick the can papt him dnto the poassige.

Thet geme was tough on the lad in gool., Hot only d4id he
have $0 be quick on hig feet Lo kick the can avay,but the
can often bounced up and hit him on the shing,even with thick
stockings on the players recelved many hatile sonrd,

Obviously that gamnc ended the sahe way as every other tin
can game did,

On dark evenings glrls sometimes joined the boys in HEre
cet gomes,bubt mostly they gaihered round a street lamp play-
ing a ball game or swiaging from the arm of vhe gas lamp.

fhis they 4id with a long rope which they hung on the arn,
wut in most cases girls were nob allowed to go Tfar awey atb
night,ond small chilldren dgidn't play out after dark,

indead some parents were slack on discliplineybut usualy
the order was "Stay near homegond you've pot to cone in ag
asoon ag I shout for yerh,.
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Hechieveous antics were common,but there was 1ittle wil-
ful. damage,and habitual delinguency and petiy thileving were
rae onough %0 be noticeablesand usuvaly quickly traceable.

ihen the weathor was suitable T and other boys would go o
Pepner Road rallway bridge Lo watch the shunting of wagons
on the sidings, this bridge spsnaed the main Hidland Railway
line fron London to the Horth through Lesds,and we got an
added thrlll vhen ithe ﬂigﬁals wenth, down on thevinvor "“Hownt
fast lines,and we Listened for the roar of an express train
as Lt Literaly wiohot"ihrough the maln arche.

A we leaned over the stone parapet of the bridge we could
ses not only all the Balm Road gidingg,but alaso the Leods
el works sidings as well. This provided another attrace
$ion for our spile minds that is dended %o the young "irain
3notterstofl the '70's,

Thin was what could be ealled "Hame spotbingt,and it also
(&heit without us realising it)provided us with a spoflling
and reading lesson.

At that time nationslisation was only a distanh possibility,
and all the railway companies had their owm distined “Liveryy
that is their own colour scheme with thelr own crest and ¥
initisl 1eﬁ%ers,ana egvery company was differehib.

fikewise all the gollieries,steelworks,aste all had thelr
own rblling stook for uge on Lthe rallrosds. as we watched
the wagons and vens ag they passed up and down through the
srehes of the bridge,we read the names on them.

The gteel works traffic provided an added interest for us,
shen the fiem was in full production trains of ironstone,
coke,coal,linestone and other wagons,together with the nec-

essary stores ebersyuived were going in,und obviongly traine

o

g

loads of the firms products weroe coming out an well,all
round the htwenty four hours of the day.
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his firm(yelter Scotis Lid)hod eight saddle tank locomot-
ives for works use,and to bring iron slag fyom the blast fure

nseed Lo th

@

crushing plant at the other end of the works.

The boples of steelfslag hdathad to be shunted out from the
Begsemer plant Lo go in the opposite direction %o reach the
Phosphate vorks gagain at the opposlte side of the works. In
either cose the bogies had to btravel the whole length of the
sidings before going to their destination.

wig later opperation often afforded ug another sourse of
interent. At the downhill eond of the bridge,and about & hune

£

dred yards back from the road,at the polnts weere the stecle
works railroad joined the iidland pailway lines the railwey
company had an ofilce where & checker was employed to check
the traffic in and out of the works.

These checkers worked in three ehifts round the clock,and
they 4ida’t mind us ghanding in front of the biTice Lo watch
provided wo didn*t go down near the railg,and there were no
more then three of us togother.

Of walter Secobths slght gteam locots only threo had a short
@gnhough wheelbase t0 negotiate the sharp hend and narrow Space

X
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ot the Bessemer plant to bring out the bogles of steel slage
gtrictly speaking the were rour small Qedo0 loco's,but No.IL.
the 'yasptwas permanently atb the Phosphate plont,ond never
came into the pBegsemer. The other threc werc NOe2,H0.6,and
no.7,and of these three 0.6 wos the comediennce. she wad hile-
1t by Pecklit & €O nt the Avongide mgline gogat Bristol in
the latter part of the TOLh century,and s0mMeone must heve had
g wry sense of humour to give her the nome of nnaiay Bellef.
Her whicelbase was 30 short that she rocked like o hoat,and
jnvariably after pushing the two hopiles of Basic slag out cl=

car of the points,as she cane paclk into tha works wRatoyh
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would "Jumpthe pointe and come of 1 the road

There she would sit hisning gently unbil the stean travele
ing ecrsne came,and with a chsin round her buflers,1ift her
back onto the ralls sgain, Then with on offeminate "rheap"
Of her whistle,"Daisyvwith nothing to push would develone &
tlde-to-nide wigele as she chuffed buck round the corner and
into the works again,

It was the ambition of all the boys who lived ad jacont Ho
the works and the railway,to ride on an engine. 5o yhen 1ot
her ﬁook_me into the works one zaturday morning,oand I g0t 8
rlde in the cab of 70,7 round the works and bhehind the Tour
Bessemer Qonvertors back to the Pepper noad gates Iwas o
hero to the other ten yeor old rebols.

I was looked on as a kind of juvenile "gasoy Jonestyafter
a8ll wan He not the hero of every schoolboy who ever dresmed -
of bheing an engine drivery

Hot =0 long afterwards my father promoted me by allowing
my to take him a meal at work when he was on two-lbo-ten
(afternoon)shift. To do that [ first hod my own tea,and then
I took his and went round to Pepper Road entrance and into
the works,to where he worked on the Bessemer plant,

When I did this the other men in the gang would give me
thelr hobtles and cans to bring beer from the"off T,icenseds
shop in Pepper Road. [t was a job that T liked doing hecaun
they slwnys gave me o few ponce on Friday avening for doing
that service for them,

The older lads who worked there went out at any time when
the monager of thelr department wasm'+t watching.

Strictly speaking it was an offence under the Poactories
act Lo bring or take any iatvoxicating liguor into any work-
shopsbut & blind cye was burned ag in many other cases,
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Po any pub or off licenced shop near to o glass works,s
foundry,or any hot and dusty Job,the trade brought in by the
“Beer Ladstalmost doubled the trade. The 1ittle streot core
ner shops 4id well too,because the works centeen vhere food,
tobaccoyand cigarettes could be bought,only existed at a
very few lorpe snd progressive Tlrms.
facilities in workshops were equally rare in I0I8,
and in fact another twenty years passed before any definite
move was made %o iuprove eating and washing conditlons for

shop floor workers.
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Chaptere9.
N Brief Recapping.

It would be wrong for me to move forward Hoo qulckly %o
Leave 1918 bhehind,without mentioning a feature of life thayv
was o part of it. this wes the number of *Charactorsh.

It was the era of “"Nicknames"and any one got a "Handle®
foy anytning that made them different,or more noticeables
than other people. There was no malice stbtavhed to ityvery 0
often the person thus nicknemed was well liked,szad most folk
thought that it gave them individuality.

One sueh chafactor was our own local milkman, e was & very
religious man and he sot Lhe sobriquet of “Litile Jesus“he-
gause &4 he trudged patiently d1ony with his two hig cans,
he sang hymns guietly bto himgelf. Both he and hig wife wers
both yuiet and friendly and most folk liked them.

Of o different bypeu,butequally well known wan & butcher
known ag "pa'iykes because of hig hablt of addressing his

ustomers ag eilther viaror vpat according to thelr sex. ¥etb
another butcher got the sobriguet of "0ld Snosgidgethecause
he nade the blgrest sausages that I have ever neeh. Only
thres of his sausnges welghed a poundl

One buteher who nanaged o meatbt companies shop near the
gwan Junction calddd all customers of oither sew "iHy Dearh,
g0 1% ias obvious what his nickasle was,

A man who travelled the local strests selling tripe fron
pony and cartswas called "leipey Laxt,his surnane belng
Laxe. Theve was alse a newspaper seller,a woman of"Uncerialnt
age with the uncomplimentary title of "Pes Lizuy"(inpy folk
nged the mors vulgay term),hecsance she wonld relieve herselfl
at sny place 28 she s0ld her papers,sven in front of a shopl
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perhaps the hardest working woman of all the charactors in
punslet at that time was "iscouring Stone Liz%, she was a tou-
gh weather beaten womsn,who pulled a heavy two wheoledyhone
made hox barrow two miles to Rothwell Halsh quarrieg,then
back ageld to unslet to sell the soft brown stone in pleces

a

to housewives Tor scouring theilr stone steps ond window sills.

shen she stopped 0 rest she would Light hey short clay
ploe and smoke with hex back ko the wind, Women dildn'y come
much tougher then Lig.

npasty Joewkspt a coffee shop opposite jiunglet Lane Midland
railway goods yard. One could buy & nint of tea and one of
Joets pam pasties for fourpence( L2p)together with hig oppin-
ion on current events.

wRilly Traptoetwas a man whose legs had been twisted from
birth,snd he sold matches on Waterloo Road opposite the Gar-
den ¢ete pub. Lf any of the lads teased him he wan very sho=
rt tempered,mnd he would atrike out with hig crutches with
his back to the wall.

Another of the lunglet charactors was a laboursy at the
ateel works. His job(among others)was that of looking after
a huge tar tank, It was an old Tancashire hodler converived,

AR

and 1t =sbood on walls of brickwork and steel glrders. the
brick walls formed a cabim underneatbth 1t in which & fire of
coke burned day and night %o keep the tar ¢ b an even temp-
ersture for the plant using i,

Because of the wornth fleas ebte abounded in the eabin,bub
the Laobourer whose job it was to kKeop the fire monded, aould
usualy be Tound asleep in the "lar gabint,he had his neals
iaside the cabin tou, vhen he was asked 1T the bugs dldn't

bite him,hig reply was that he looked after them like o fat
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her,keeping thom warn and comfortable,znd ao respectoble bug

would ever bite it's own father,

Becsuse of this he wag called "Bug's Pathertever afterwards,
ho was a single mon and I don't think anybody over did know
hig proper name.

Ther would be no prize for guessing correctly the itrade o
of "ilsh Tomay%. There were some "yay Outtcharactors who
would frequent pubs doing exira-ordinary things for bets of
n pint of besr. One of these was a man nicknamed “3ig Bar-
aumt, Uig gimnick was to eat a raw,ungubted herrving Jor a
pint, Jor & larger stake he would hite off the head of a live
vat 1f one was brought to him,

Probably the best known of all the lungslet chavactors wan
“Knacker Dick", He was the second or third of the Wilkingon
family ko carry on the trade of horse slanghterer or "Knack-
artat Rurbon Road near Tunsiet Moor. In feel when I was a
schoolbhoys that portleular corner of the moor was dubbed "“Oss
Killer's Moortlocaly because of it's assoclation with him,

If a horse glipned and fell breaking o leg,or was s0 badly
injured as to bo diéspaitched on the apot by a velt;then Knack-
Niek would have wremove the carcase to hig yard for dlsposal.

oy this purpose he had a gpecialy constructed cari on two
big wheels with a'slcping back like a vamp vwhich nearly tou-
ched the ground ot the back., It was pulled by heavy draft
horse,and the cart was backed up to the dead horass, Then a
vope and chaln was passed over the sloping cart and atitached
o the dead horses hind fedt., The draft horse was lopadd out
out of the the shaftg,snd the rope was made fost to the hor-
nes cears,the horse then pulled the dead horse hind quorter:s
first upthe vamp and onto the Knackers certe
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As I woenb about the strects I saw nany horses en route to
the knackers yarddwhen I was a boy. I didn't like to see
thom head lolling on the sloplng ramp with sacking wrapned
around it,but like everyone elge I knew that 1t was a part
of the order of things,

] >

The Horses that were o0 old o work or unfit for work all
caric o the knacker eventualy,. The price thal he paid for
them was what he juldged the cavcase 0 be worth when slaughe
terdd., He also had o déeprant o use o humane killer 1T he

decided that sn animal could not be moved alive,

Knackery was o dusy trade before the Second world War,and
wilkinsong employed palid agsistents al thelr slsughter yard
besides thelr own family,and thely paddock was nover onpiye.

Anyone who wanted to wateh the slaughiterers at work,had
theiyr mocabre curiousity curtly discouraged by “imacker Dickt®
hig Pace set an grinly ag an execubioner’s,no outsider was
aever ollowed inside the yard. How many years Wilklnsons were

in thet trade I don't lknow,but bthey were nhill in business

n 1956, #or the horse it wes a god end $o & long and harde

Zealn
Pl

working life,but mercifull,

2

it
It ig fittlng at th point in my account of thoge days 1o

is
menblon the other parts that the horse and 1t's needs played

N

‘w
o

-t

n the everyday Life of fifty or sixbty yeurs ago. Bosldes be,

l_h

ing the general means of transpori,horses necded food and P
hedding,horse shoes soon wore out on the hard rosds,and thelir
feet needed skilled attention,

A shoeing enmith was 8lso e farvier who trinmed the hoof bes
gldes Titting shoes %o it. In Hunslet alone there were five
blackamiths end farriers,four bay ond corn merchants, four
saddlers and horness mokevs,and an egual nunber of wheole
wrdphbs and smiths,oand cart snd wagon buildeors.
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Horses pulled cabs for hire,wedding coaches,and cosches for
funerals topethier wiith the hearsegso literaly the horse served
manking from the cradle to the grave.

the roiway companies keopt thelr ownhordes Tor dellivering
goods to customers,and many of the larger firms kept horses
for the same purpose. In this respect the brewers dray hope
sen were o common sight in bowns,and also the sirest iraders
horses had thelr own place omong the four-legred population,

In

iy

foct thelr only rival was the steam wagon,end these
Like the steam traction engine,were mostly uged for heavy
haunlage and long distance out of tovm haunlage.

It is not surprising then that stables hoth lorge end
amell were to he found in almost any odd corners of sirects
and yards. For the some reason the comaonesiform of Jither
in the streeds was horse droppings,and the smell of horses
took the plsce of petrol and diescl Tumes,

able manure was recognised article of tradesond 1t was a
comumon sieht to see bhoyg,and men,with o two wheeled bhox har-
row collecting droppings for gardens and allotuents.

Por that digression I ask the veaders forgiveness,bmt I in-
clude it to ghwe a picture of the every-day 1ife of peonle
in those days.

1o reburn o the charactors and well known personslities
of the old lNunslet would not bhe right without mentioning o
well known Hunslet worthy of that Timegnamely John Spurr.

He lived and carried on his proffession ag a "Vel"beside

iunslet parish Church,in o cobtage opposite the Peuny N1l

Mhis wos o large open ares paved with stone setis. During
the 19%th century Lt had heen used as an open Harked place,
and also ag a loeal faivground,;ond it derlved 1t's none
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from the prachice of playing Piteh and Toss there in foruer
tines,of course at the time of which I am spoaking this form
was illegel and "Tossing Sehoolavhad to held out resch of the
patroling policeman,

in the centre of thig open npace wasn & public urinal,and
in front of this usefunl edificegin fine weather,a group of
men would sather to dipeuss anything from sport to politics,

Lt was here that Jobhn gpurr used to hold his Bourgeryiin
any spare btine that he might have, Apart from his work as a
0gs Dochorty he was a douncil member,and he would pgive advad
ice on any masters arising there, e was also the organige
ey of wyiffem waffem"Band, This was a group of local chaps
vho dregged up in o welrd assortment of conle coggunes,and

bheyparaded the loeal streets playing en essortment of "in-

atrumentstas welrd as the outfits thay wora.

These varied Trom mouth orvgans,tin whilstles,and “Kazoo'sy
to old gremophone btrumpets,and sheet mebtal tubes,to dugt-
bin 1ids for drums and pan 1ids for gymbals. Spurr hinseld
played a concertina. They colleched from passers by ond any.
one elue who came ouvt to wateh themyend all the proceads
went towards treats for poor children.

feodless Lo say that thelr vepertoire was more dlscordant
than melodious,but the end justifled the means used. Spury
wes of his most active in the late 1I920's when unemploymentd
was becoming realy bad,and fubture progpects looked grim.

Thig gethering of men on Penny Hill wan known ag the
veentt s comsitaetbul less choosey people usoed the more vul-

por born for it. It was here between the convenience and the

5]

]

tapotted nogtihat the Salvation svmy pitched on Friday nighton

and after Spurr dled it was called by the loeals “Jonn Spuye

wha donumontt, a2




noth the "gpotied Dogrond the convenlence have now been
demolished ,ond o modern supermarket stonds on the slte 0=
gether with o modern hostelrggfthe "Penuy Hillednn,

ati1) on he subject of public acuses it is worth mention-
ing the landlord of the "Red lHouse®. He brewed his own becr

i} o 1 -

and 1t was good beergbut hils nicknanes was a real misnomen,
it was sJyolly Pomvbuy be never smiled and he hoad no snall
toll at all.

wOwd Born Drunktwes o middle aged man who lived alone in
an old cothapge near Hunsled Parigh Church. I hover knew his
full name only that bis fivet nane was Dick,und the reason
why he wasg called “Born Drunk“was hecause nohody could ever
remenber secing him sober,

veople soid that he had relatlons who gent money cvery

week to o neighbour who did some washing for him,went 1lnto
his houss,nopped the {loor and took him a neal oach daye

e used Lo go 1o o nearby pub with a big Jug for gix pen-
ayworth of “Tap Droppingst(the drips whieh fell from the
heer pumps aad sccunulated dn the dyip tray)e He win not al-
Towed into the bar beecause he =melled,no he wes scrved at
the hack doors T never saw him efter 1920 and T think he
died in the workhouse,the cobtage was demolished soon aftor-
wards togethere with another two or three more.

runkenness was ol acocepbed thing with many people,vhich

\;.l: (N.’ 1’.‘

~

15 not surprising when licensed premises 3 opencd from
Gowm until L2 midnight until T921,when an Aot of parloinent
1imited the openlong howes to three ab mid-day,ond four-ande
aohol® hour in 4he evening from September of thatb year.

L]

nyomens Libtils not such o modern invention. A drunken row
in the dtrecst or in the houses was nobt whusanl aifter vhuok
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ing Out Pime",but on the whole wives could give back as much
s bhoy tock from o drunken husband. It was the childyen who
gaw and heayd it 2ll,snd they got & raw Gosl hecauso they
could net vetaliste.

T™is stee of affalrs often led o some comieal situations,
(particularly so for the nelghbours)they unualy heard,saw,or
ware told sbout it afterwards.

Ono such ecane was “huck"a good natured, Tat,aminoble chap who

Lived near wlth hils wife and eight children,two of wvhom had

1aft school end were working., lle was peaceable enough,but

¥

on Friday poey-nlght he always called at o pub before comling

home wilth his wage.

On one such cccasion vhen he had oversbayed ta the pub,on
reaching home he took off hisg coat,sat down,and walted as ¥
wenal, is wife said nothing,but ploesd o plate in front of
him on which was half a new brick,a kidife,and a glabh of nar-
perine, Her erring spousce astonished asked what

His wife sald ofool, i vouglve me some wage V11 oo huy
you soms gsrub,if not you can take thath whero you bought the
beor and have 1b for your supnaris

Buck gubmitted and asvoer agsin came home from work al 8,00
on fridoy,but often aitor that epipode hig moates would ask
1

him if he fancied 2 bhutuerad brick for tow.

1

It wae o regular ocsurancs fox a mon to guerge The morne

L

ingenttor-the-nlpghi-before,decorabed with stlcking plaster
or black bruiges ag bhattle gcirs,.

Ona wara oleasent saturday afternoon,sn leriteble bad tom-

srunmbling because his

")

sovoed neighbour 38t on hilg doorstaep -

dinaey wasntt voady when he came hone, His wife cone Lo the

dowr and asvtied a basin of pudding baliter over nls head,
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ho it was%nice warn afternoon many of our ancighbours were
gltting on their door steps almo,so they had a free onter-
tainment at the gruwblers expehce,

Plying saucers werc not heard off then, bob we often saw
flying bottles,plates,and dishchodhs,and i¥ the women folk
didn't spare thelyr menfhdk,nelther did they spare anyone
else who traagressed.

Ona daturday nisht Jerry the greengrocory hawkor, came round
selling a load of doubifull cauliilowers by fhe Light of the
abrest lamnz. Seoxh morning as he cane down the sirest on
rouzha Lo his shable,the irvate customers were walitlng
and heo was met by a bharrage of yollowing wizened caulirliowevs,

At the samae Hine ag they pelbed him with them,thoy slso
pave their opninion of hoith hls honesty ond his ancestrye Thatl
howover didatt deter him from coming round as usual on Puesday,
aftor all who oLse would lot them hove tholy fruli ond veg
on Miiokt (oredit)until Pridsyr Life was rough, hut never dull
for very Long.

0ften the drunks provided a diversion in public,like one

oot

big well knowm Local btipsler good naiuredly nloknaned *Ring

ottioseat, One saturdasy nighb,muech fto the amugement ol the
Tate shopners,he walked vnsheadily on hlg woy hore 0 vPLeVe
nat holding o piecs of cord on the ofther end of which was o
larpge joint of meatd,

ral

An ha walked he kept on paying ag I felking to e dOg;w
wone on Pidot,thils went on until he rooched Hunsl ot Lane
police shation,uwhers the duby sergeont led him, hogether with
wpidorinto o cell o await collecuilon,

m Honday morning he was fined five shillings for being
drunk ond incapable,but he had no idea of where the joing
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of hoeef came om0 vkether he had bought Lt or otheryisael
?

A nons of the Losal bubchers could elther renenber gellin
it,or evesx missing 1t from their shops,it slways remained a
Mystery where "Fldotcame [rom.

drunken man oven if he was nulsance could be dealt with,
and oven if he wag belligerant,well the arn of the law could
deal with that as well,but g drunken woman was o difiterent
problem altogether. There were no police vwomen then and if
(ag often happened)the Lady in yuesbtion oither refused or was
unabhic 0 co-opperatbe,then the only « sotubion wan 8 handoart
17 no other conveyaince woas avallable,

Bvery police stetion had a nandeadt,hus o sbrect hawkers ha-
vrow would do if it was nearby ot the btimc. Mecdlegs to say
the sight of a singing,shouting,drunken wonsn on a aartkick-
ing her legs in ihe alyr to the aceompaninent of the ribald
remarks of passers by,did nothing to uphold the dlgnity of
the law, |

eens wWere nev-

-

From early nmorning until lote aj night the a%

er silent. auite apart Trom all the obther shouts and nolses,

i

' Ju

the clottor of clectric trancars runnding on sEoc 1 radils,and
the horse dravn carbs with ilron iyred viaels cunbling along
roads paved with stone or grenite setba,the faot that the maj.
ority of manual workers 1n pough Jjobs,paryiicularly eolliers,
411 wore wooden ologs shod with iren as working footwaro,it
will not be difflcult for Whe reader to imegine the noise.
There cen be no peint in dwelling on events that have now
pastad lnto higtary,and hove aocordingly beon well documented.
1978 was the year of the Armis sbice, It wan also the year of
the gpreat inflvenss outbreak vnien aweph the country like a

plague. In & congested sren such ag OUrs it ppread rapldly.
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o combat thig all schools were closed for goversl weoks
until the “gpanish #Fluvepldenmic wasg under control end waninge
I think that the majority of people in our area looked on
thewmMuvas being just another healih hazard like pearlet few

verychickon poxsmneasles,and diphtheria was not uncomaon,oend
pneuronia was o regular occurrance in our overcrowdad socletye

A far as © owas concerned,belng “0L7 SGohoolMneant more
feoodon for mae, Hvoryone was advised to avoid crowds,but ay
parent both said I could go out if I stayed 1In the freshralr
didn't 2o into other peoples housos.

To do that was no hardshlp bo me because although I got on
well with the obher lads,it was no hardship o me to be alone
and I dida't get bhored if X wes oul dovrs. In thet way I wale
ked miles and fowad places that I might never have seen if
T had run with a geng of other lods,

Opposite the bottom of Church Sitrest was O1id Hill TLane,id
Toad o Hunstet 013 MILL which was a ruin on the bank of the
River Alre. The Alre & ¢aldor Havigation was ot that tlne s
busy and prosperous waberways,and boabts of all luinds wore pae

%

aaing both up and downgtrean all day long,.

T had been down there with my father along the hank as far
as the steps at guspension Brigge,and then along (lorence
Road ag far as Leeds Lock,then crossing Crown rPoint Bridge

ES

we had returned on the North side of the river to Juspenslon
brides again,over the bridge,down the steps and hack home,
Sow while fother was at work [ could explore the river bank
forther afields;and I had plenty of tinme.
T ressoned to myself bthot as many boats were horse hauled,
if the horse and & nman could go along the bank to Leods,then

s0 could T. 50 sccordingly at the next opportunity I ald Just
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+het, Tuck was on ny side on that ocession, It was late alb-
ernoon and one of the A&CN tugs was just coming on 1%'s way
o Leeds. They ran a regular service of these towlng vesuels
with stean englnes that worae canable of towlng asaversl boats
ot ONGCG.

Ag o itrs soend vhon towlng aix heavily laden boats was sdow
T hed no difrficulty in keeping up Ho it o I walked along the
hanl and wasched 1i.

mwo of the poabs loaded with tinber were lelh at [L1ing-

worth, Inghans Ltinber yard snd saw mill,the other four bhoais

-~

went into the lock with the tug, The heavy sateqs vere hand
oprerated and L nelped the old man who wos the lock=keeperd
asoslatant to olose the noar side gate,vhile the lock kecper

eloged the obther one. Then X wobched as the lock filled.

¢ went back home contented with ny aftornoon exploration,

T nad found o new wall,and also another source of interest,
and avery variod ons. dheon Pathar adked where 1'd been and T
told him,he aodded waderatandingly,; bud warned me L0 he carew
full and keep out of troubke.

There was awldes varieuwy of vessels using the Javigation,
fromw the h. dn & Diverpool (anal hoats with a canacity of
thiety oy fourty tong,to the jumber keols and sloops with
ssils and mants lutehetbed 4o allow them %o go under bridges.

these together wilth the (ull based Lighters were capable of
carrying & hundred and more hong each. thore was 9 rogular
service of atoam tugs between Ll oand Goole,and the Adre and
anlder favigations tugs from foole to Leedas,and a1 ghough thé
eate of transport nlong the canol was comparitively slov, 1t
was 50 much cheaper than the railuey thet waterborn Lrangpor’h
on the Havisatlion was a paylng propoaltlon.
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g0 much was thig o that the Navigation ron a fleet OX }3?ﬁ
yoats carrcying genersl cargl. Bapides these there were oth

ers
such as the flour millling Firms,and otherywho had hip ware-
wouses aloungride the waborwaysand they had their own boats
Yeinging fLour,grain,and other conpodiltiess from ull and Goog
e o Leedd.

T addition Lo thoeso,an aoal was then ihe universal fuel,

, ]

aad Leads was the diskribution centre for o wide area,lt 1s

L

not surpelsing that the Leading coal merchents had thelr own
vansels ond bugs speclaly daslegned o tow them from gtaithes
on the Xavigation,to thelr owi wharves ab Lesdd.

wpom Juaslet to yictoria bridge ot Tecds therve were widrves
on each sids of the river,ond they wero in rogular use for
discharping & varlety of cargoes. AL nLiioba wharf ot the hot-
Ltow of 0L Mill Lune,a stean cranc was in atnost dally use
unloading hulk cargoes auel an white sond Tor glass malking,
vock sulpbur fov chenicals,ivon pyrites,rock phoaphate,and
COpper LG

At coodran Street whaef there wera two shtoam cranes one of
ghich hendled sand and ﬁulphurgwhilﬁ the other unloaded indue-
strial coal for bhe local milles ond plogs works.

&l

At the Loeds side O auapension Bridge T raylor prothers (lo-

ronee Lronyoris had two gbeoan crones in constant use unload-
ing coal hosbs,and further plong woere MOOrings for piy or sev-
an hoats to unlood cargoes of dealg(rough timber for the oov-

miLlls)e

=iy

on the other side 0 tha river The pleburs was very mich #H

i=

the Sme,codld wharveswarghouses wil

1 hoisha,and yards with
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cranes. One partlcoular commodity foxr wie

were available aear Loeds rock was Oyestulis.
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There were three old fashioned dyeworks nesy COrown Point

Bridge whieh still d¥ed cloth with the traditional vegaetable

dyes,and these were unloaded neaxrby. They had names that were
once well known,but now they are Torgotten or unheard of,

ror iastence to name but ¢ix that come aany (0 menory,Los
wood , Cudbear, Valony,ﬂyrﬂbﬁlan,Orclliagand Indigo, In fact
nany of the surrounding atreebs were naned after them,

Although at the time I obviously did not Rnow ityyet T wasn
seelng at fircst hand a chapter of industrial hissory, that wan
even then possing oub of exigstence for ever,

Although fate snd pgoneral ciroumstsces vogethor decreed
that I should coarn my Living manualy,vet T was priviloedged o
see and experlence a way of life now pust,in sn erva compl et
ely wnknown to the present generation, They can only wesad
about it,while my genoration achualy Llived 1%,

i)

Siwty yesys ago the stean ongine was the chilef source of

power, bhe prine nover. it was heavy ang cumbersone,yet it wan
an essentlal part of overyday life.
schoolboys grew up quickly then,we ha& to vhen we started
Tull bisme working at thirtesn years of age. Vel I cannot but
think that the present day tecnager is beset by prosures and
sotresses soclalyacadenic,and woral that ny own generation
never encountered or khew aboutb.

L6 won typlesl of that period that nohody thouphit 1% unuge
ual for o ten or eleven-year-old bto stand and wateh men at
work in all sorts of places. L you didnti get in the way of

bre men,well nobody bothered if you Just watched throush an
open door,and dida'h go ingide. The general attitude was "ell
helts gob to do a Job some dag,s0 bhore!'s no harm in him ceew

; 3

bng bhow dt's donet,
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yhere work was going on outdoors,it was not unusual Tor a
workman 4o give some bilis of information about the jobs GF
course if oo nony Juvenile speetators scoumulated,you were
all told to n 0p itv, &s one foreman of a road paving gang
onee said "If theres only one or two kids you can keep an
eye On Yem,bhut if there's thrse oxr four therels no telling
whnt theytll get un toln

T4 was in this woy that § mede my first boatman frlend;and
oot bo know o Lot nore ahout inltand watorwoy navigation,but
T will leave thot o be deald with in another chapier.

T will however hake this opnoriunilty Lo mention another
foature of thome times that is now o tning of the nost,nam-
gly sonbling in the gtrests. In fine wesnther niteh and Loss
was plaved on almosth any plece of spare pround, £f the the
wenthar was had,s “Tossing gohooltmisht be held in any ocart
shed oy other emnby bullding,if an open space was hehind an
advertising hoarding,so much the bobliser.

in those days any Porm of vesdy money bething in public
was unlawiull,sven ready noney bebbing with a Bookmaker, g0
1% was neccegsary Lo have o look out when o school was in

progress, fhilg ig where the youth of

bhe digbeiol onne L,

they aould carn o Tow pence by "ogoing Guttfor the gamblersy
wpom o vantaes point convenient,a Lon-year-old when not at
sehool cowld spob an WArm of The Law“,sven o in pniain clothes,
g couple of hundred yoards avay. By the bime the lowman got ¥
Lo the strect corner the Wichoolthad dlopersed;and the youny
weenin who had given tha alarn would be mooohing apround Look~
1ng the pleture of boredom,hands in pockebs,walting th give

tha a1l clear bo the gmamblers,dsone of whom would e in nele

ghbours housed.
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One thing for which L an indebbed to my father is that in
spite of hilg haer arinking,he would neither zamble oy back
horgese Hisg dictum was "I5 you "oss TR.06,sanblae, horrow noney
or o to pop shops (pawabrokers shops),youtll never have moncy

yer nockett, I only once ever hroke that rule years alierw
wards,and 1 learned my lesson the hard way.
She Uhookievalso did o good trade alibeit mlawiully. 3y a

steange clanse la the ganing aot,credil bebhing was lawfvll,
a punter handed his stake over bogether with his bet,

T was breaking the lawl 30 O bookmakers ailgn read *So and S0

Gommiggion Agenti,because Ly was Tawfull bo accept o credidy
het(from a credli-worihy glientjon o commisalon bhaglal

dvery pub had someone who MRan Rebstior a "Dookievyhie took

1)

the hot writben on a bl

-
.

of poper btogelher wit

.
i

iothe shake.

Afhar the race he would bring haok the winalngs(il any).
One cuviouns bwish to this was that mony houscwlves were o8
el addicted fo sly bebiing ag el menfollkond the street
corner runner was kept busy welking thelr sixpenny and ghlle
Ting(24hs and Sp)bets Tor theie

Il

There won always & goeod osmount of huainess fox the bookic

% ]

from the workghops and slasmyorks, e totter zot Bhelr hats
o1 via bhe ladg fron the glasshounes whon they went out for
Baor and sandwlches ¢hc.

0F course ho boolmakors were wabohad ond velded from tine

e

o time by he policegond 1L caught with betiing slips vhey

wore Tined,and S0 were any runners Goug shihe AG Tmr o Bie Law-

fde

wen were concerned it wan just anotier roubine johynohody

hatd o geudge afteryards,and nobody over Lafornad elihiers
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Chapter.6.
Peace at Last - And After.

It was now 19I19yand in.ﬁpril of that year,vhat everyorne
had walted for gincoe Hovember 1918 was finaly agreed and
gigned, the Peace Treaty.

In 1918 people rejoiced at the Armigtlcesbut now they rep-
ly let themselves gol Following the officinl declaration of
peace @ days general holiday was declared, Children had a
day off school,bhonfires were made in the gbrects and dummles
burned, Instead of Guy Tavkes 1t was Kelser Bill{wilholm the
Second)that was burned.

There were fireworks and such festing as could be possibloe
wlth food roatlonedysond beer a shilling(5p)a pint,because like
everyithing olse prices had been steadily rising, In faet I
can plainly remember my father complalning bitterly that a

whit of decent bhacon cost halfwawcrown(Izkp)a pound%, lecalle
ad it daylight robbhery.

However not everyone was hapny vhen the neace bering were
published. Hspecialy exw-service men like my father, I can re-
member gquite ceorly my father talking to another exesoldier
vihen [ was out with him a few days later.

His comment was blunt and to the point. "Aye I know that
theytve signed o peace ftreaty,but nobodyts satified,ond as
for it heing the last war,well I'1Y give '‘en twenty year hew
fore theytre at one another's throags again llike nod dogs',

e 1ittle knew how good a prophet time would prove him %o
be in that respect.

Anotlwer version of the same oppimion that I wes 1o hear in
the years that followed was. "It's like it's always bheen,it
takas two wars,the second one to finigh the first one.
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M0 an eleven-year-o0ld like myscelf these prophesies of glo-
omy forbhoding meant Little,so like all the other young hope-

fulls I Just got on with the job of living and enjoying my

>

self as best I could. Perhaps it ls as well that in esrly

youth we cannot imagine that everything wont be alyisht tom-
orvow,and all our troubles willl he overs

Looking back over the years with the wisdom of hindsight,it
seens inorediBle that most of the people in all walks of life
believed that everyday 1ife and all that went withit,would
just revert back to the standards of 1914.

Or that the artificial prosperity created by four years of
war could go on indefinitely, Or that our export irade would
juat return 0 ug the the way that it had done in the past,

I think tﬁa% it came as o real shock %o mogt folk when in
1921,1esn than three years after Peace Day,s trade slunp
knocked the whole business world so hard that meny large and
progperous concerngsgwould close their doors for ever,hut that
was the way it went.

30 back to boyhood with all it's hopes and deydreams. I 54111
ﬁent walking with Father,and he always cxplained anything
that T did not understand(if of course he knew the BNSWET ) 5 80
in this way I gained quite a lob of general knowledge.

e always looked after mesond when he called at a pub for a
pint or twoghe would bring me a hottle of “pophout to the dooT.

Furthermore when we were out,he often toovk me along paths

Y

and roads thatgwere not entirely rights of way gxeept on Huge

ineas. In thig way I saw mony bthings at Tirst hand,which I nig
ght never never have cxperienced otherwise.

oy inatance,when we went along the field paths across bthe
middleton Bastate where the hoousing estate now stands,instead
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of making a long detour round Towa Streot to the 014 Run,we
would go along the old colliery rallroad (disused )behingd ﬁhe
Town Gtrest stalthe,cross Town gbtreet and down tho Rope HA1lL,

It got it's name from the feel that the wagons of coal ate
from the Broom pit yard,were pulled up the steep hill by s
wire rope driven by & shteam engine at Town Jtreets At the
bobtom we continued along the railroad past the coke and hye
products plant(previously mentioned)down to the Belle Isle
cobtages,and back home via the 01d Run,

In this way I have seen at close quarters,n coke-oven bhew
ing vghovedras the process of pushing out the coke vas 0ol
led, This was done by opening a door ot the back of the hat-
tery of coke-ovens,and also the front door at the front side:?

Then the electricaly opverated ram pushed the coke out and
onto the stoel platform at the front For loading into wagons,

To me the sight of o fifteen ton slab of red hot coke,sove

e

o~

eral feet high sliding slowly out onto the sloping plates,
crumbling as it was met by two great jets of water,was awe
inspiring and unforgetable as the column of hlack smoke turn-
e¢d into a huge cloud of gheam,

On another occasion I went with him into Yerds Glas: Bo4h-
le Works in Jack Lane one Sunday morning. lfe went in to sec
the furnace man wvho was a friend of ny fathers,and took hin
a guart bottle of beer, e went down the yard to the hack of
the furnace, It was the 0ld type Turnace or “Oonet,and hand
fired, Dick'ﬁhc Turnace man wasvilring UpY,this consisted of
breaking up the fire by deiving a long stecl bar through the
open door-hole of the furnace Ffirebox into the solid mass of
blagzing coal inside it, .

i

Then alfter bresking it up he pusheds over into the four cor.
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ners of the Tirebox with a long lron rake and leveled the
fire offf, Then he gobt the long handled fire shovel preceded
to shovel three or four hundredwelghts of small coal énto %he‘
fire, Cinaly blocking up the doorhole with wet coel,

All three of us then went down into the “Ash Holevas the #
below ground place behind the firebox was called because the
ashpit where the ashes fron the flregrate collected underncs
ath the bars. It was a frosty morningsbut the heat below gro-
und level was gstifling.

Of course that didn't bother Dick and my father,they prow-
ceeded to do justlce to the heers For my part I was faseing-
ted watehing the great red blobs of molten clinker,dropping
doym from the Firvegrate like blobs of wred-hot toflee.

In the meantime Wather had filled his pilpe. Dlck got a thin
bar Like o pokersand poked it at the grate bringing hack a
bLob of red-hot olinker with which Dad 11t his pipe,and
Dick 1it o cigarette. As a pull of snoke went into the airv,
the draught from the doorhole caught it,whisked 1t down and
under the grate where it was sucked up into the fire.

T couldn't help thinking thet 1% was like Aladdin and his
lamp and the Genid disappearing in o pufl of blue SMOKEG,

A1l this %o the accompaniment of the dull roer of alr sucks
ed through the fire by the drsught from the wide furnace
stack drawing 1li. |

Hemories of boyhood} Still fresh to-day after almost Tifty
five years,when the old glasshouse where it all happened is
only & memory to some oF my own generatlon,

one point that I would like to meke before carrylng on ig
thet although I saw so much beor deinking going on around me;
o well as at home(whore T was often given o small gloss of
beor at meal btimes)I never developed iauto a drunkarde
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Yot I have heard it sbated that 1f achlld sees drinking at
home in the Formative years,then that chlld will grow up %o
be o drunkard. However in my experilencc,this is not a cortas
inty by any meang,more 8 personal oppinion,

Tn one aase thet I know of,a man who had & responsible po-
sition had o gon and a daughtergboith of wnibnhk developed a
drink problem in

their adult 1ife. Yev the father and nother
were both very temporate people,though not total ahstainers,

One of my school friends whose elder brother was .a very
heavy drinker,and thelr father was a hopeless alecloholic,
was 8 very good scholar. lie won o scholarship,trained as a
priest and hes since moved highor la HOly Orderse.

In yet onother lnstance a man who had been hrought up in
s Tomily wheve the father was very rarely sober,waﬁ‘the
landlord of o public house for Towty years and was also &
gtrict ﬁé%oﬁalerl Ap Tor myself beer has never ruled mee I
have slways beenable to stop of my own free will,

in my oppinion the main ceuse of the excessive drinking at
the begining of this century,was the squalid,overorowd%ad
Tiving conditions,ond a total lack recreational facilities
that were not on llcemced premises of gome kind,

The only exceptions were the social functions and “Get Lo-
setherstrun by religlous orgenisations,and attended mainly
by the women members of the congagations of the varlous
churches and chopels. There WBESof course the pleture houses
vith their black and white silent filmes,but as these were
frowned on like the music halls were,by the churcheg and re-
Ligioug bodies,there was Little cholce.

it is therefor not surprising that children brought up In
a way of 1ifc where drinking and amall time ganbling in var
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fous forms were so commonplace in this kind of working class
community,should regard these things ag part of the normel
process ofvgrowing Uptend entering the adult world.

Hand-in~hand with all this went an atititude of wyell it
won't bhe any better,not in our lifetime anywayl"

However childhood and schooldays went on Jjust the sane,and
mine were no excepbion., I don't suppose that elther any bet-
ter oy any wovpegthan any other lad of my age. Caning was
generaly accepted punishment for any misdemeanor,with a hoxdéd
eayr for carelessness or inattention, I think that I was cang
ed as often ag asny of the others,

In an ares the four sides of which formed almost s nmlle
squere,there were no less than eleven churches ond chapels,
plus the selvation Avny Berracks and the Gospel Hall.

One could be excused for thinking fthat with go nany places
of worship the moral gtandard would be high,but this was far
from belng the caso.

indesd there were people with sirong rellglous conviesions;
who did their best o live up to thelr beliels, However they
were notlceably less in numbers than a majority who atiended
places of worship in order Vo keep up an appearance of reg-
vectablility,.

Thig was parbicularly noticeable among business people hoth
large and smallfe It was noseoret thet many businessmen found
it a very convenlent place to discuss trade out of hours,

while it was ag always true that there were many “Public-
ang and Sinnersh,there were also meny “Phariseestand much
hypoeracys it was also noticeable that many of these types
nade o great show of giving substanitisl donations to the col~-
Lection,so that other folk could see how well they supporied

96




that perticular ghureh 0F ghapele

¢ i wme an olnost morbid pre=oce
Another phenononei of thet time was an alnos
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4o the funel--
imsediate fandly

gore biack clothoes
pased persons
1086 relatives wore BT

i qooks al and all cl
gl oad Lor Many gecks after,d

bandg of black crepce
As for the arrengements for the funeral liself,the undortoker
(thisg wasi%grm used then for vhet we now call the "Funeral Nir-
echor)brought the coffin to the house of ﬁhe dead person. AL
that time all dead people were buried from thelr own homes -
legs there was some special reagon vhy it should not he 80

g0 the body was prepared and plaedd in the coffin,thon it wasn
nlaced on trestles in whatever room was available(often the liv-
ing room if it was a back-to-back houseds The Lid wag not fast
ened down until the time for the cortage to leave the house,no
that all the faally,friends,and velatives could se 3 the decct-

sed person for the last tine.

T+ was ocustomery for the children of relatives ond friends to
be taken along with theiy parehts o this morbid viewing of the
coftin and contents,and my mothor nover migsed an opnortunity
to attend a funcral whenever posmibl@.

Obviously I had to eccompany hey on every such 0ccas lone ALl
ehildren were Tirmly insiructed “Now no playing about,keep clean,
k@ep quiot®, In short it was a case of "Be geon,but not heardwe,

After the interment everyone roburned to the house for tea
and the ugsusl inter-~family“*Reking Up" and not o 1ittle back-bit-
ing. Altogether o funeral was an ordeal that no youngsier over
rellshed(nysels included),

T can well remember my last juvenile attendance at this depr-
egsing ritual, The Tuneral was that of my Uncle Albert,one of
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my Fathers brothers. It took place on a bltierly cold iarch
afternoon with & biting Rast wind blowing slect at us ag we
atood around the grave. The minister read out the service in
8 slow,sing-song,nonotonous drone as cheerless ag the weathen
we woere shivering and gled to get back to the coaches for she-
lbor at lost.

whatever ones personal opinion of cremation might be,at the
least it spares the mourners such an ordeal as thatl

At that tine every funersl cortege was horse-drawn, from the
alaborate black hearze Lo the equally sombre mourning coaches,
(o, funeral with only one or two coaches,and only Tour or five
wreathes on the coffin was coasidered o be “Only a Poor Iun-
eralh),

Nox did the outward signs of mourning and remembrance begin
and end with the funerals Bach of the mourners received &
tTuneral (Qard?;black edged and hlack lettered from the vnder
taker(and charged for on the bills also the bereaved recelved
business cards from florists,monumental masons;gerden shops elce

The vhole melancholy business was carried on at home hones

Tn most houses that could bosst a front room or a parlour;
the four welis would literaly covered with large framed ppri-
raits of dead relatives sand others who had “Passed Away'. Also
the appropriste “Funerel Cardtwould be in one corner of the
frame under the glass.

gometines instead of card s, satin bookmarks yould be given
to the relatives. These had the same details on them as the
cords had,ond were usualy put into either the femily Bible
or the family albume This latier yolune contalned only phot-
opraphs of past generahlions of relatives long since departed.
Aoy visitors calling,paticuloyly on sSunday o5 erno on, would
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be duly shown round the familytiikonessestwith the relish of
an attendant showlng the works of art in s gallery 0 & cap-
tive audience,

The Fframes thenselves were perfect exemples of the pleoture
framers craft with either ornate mouldings(often gilded)or
severgyy plain and sepulchrally black,alld hend made and high-
1y polished or lacquered.

For that reason alone the “front Room“wlth it's horse haiy
seated sofa and gvrailghi-hacked ohairsgplus long lace curtef
aing and the indispensible potted aspidistra in the window
hotton was a prestige symbol o be envied. To be allowed %o
have tea in these sombre surfoundings wes a honour to be re-
nembored. shades of Queen Victorilal

30 like the wadertaker,the tailor,the Llorlst,the nonumen~
tal magson and the regt,the pleture framer slso benefited by
the death of o Tollow citlzan,

The only people 0ot Ho beneflt Binanclaly were the bereave
ed familye. In spite of life lngurance,frlendly soclebty benee
fits,ond funeral funds,they were often in debt for many mon-
the afterwards. It was a well known Tact that very often,ithe
black mourning clothesg(especialy mens sulbs)were In pawvn at
the "pop shopthefore they were pald for through a clothing
club on the "Weaeklynl

40 much for vhat Fether called “Pickology®,it was convenient
to buy on the "Hever',but the day of reckoning was never very
for away for the custonera.

in the case of & bhacketo-hack house wlth no front room,the
family album took the plece of the pletures on the wall,and
was duly displayed to anyone who came to tea on sunday. As
we did hove a front room,well mother kept it in the time hon
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oured way,pictures,ocnanents,agpidistra,the lot.

Heanynile life went on just the game. I was growing up and
making my own pals. Needless to say I still had to do any odd
jobs that I could do,sueh as going errands,bringing coal up
from the cellar,chopping fivewood etec. There wa such a var-

3,

iety of things to do that the only time when I was hored was
when the weather was oo bad for me to go out,

On dark nights Pepper Road bridge was the Limls. I could
go there watching trains and the shunting on the gi&ilgg,hﬁﬁ
vhether I was with other lads or not the eight okclock tine
limit must be observed.

However I now had snother interest,nemely %he vaterhorn tra-
f£ic on the river and canal. I was o good mixersond I would
make one in.wi%h other 1ods,in general I got on well wilth
them,but I never wanted to be one of a gang just sticking to
one ares and never going énywhere @lHG,

Most of the lads that I knew didn't 20 Tayr out of the digt-
riet in which they lived,but I knew that there was what anou-
nted 4o another world outside the closged-in dlngey strects,
and I prefered to travel further,and see more of Life.

it wos on one of thesegexcursions by the waterside thait T
nade the scquaintance of o boatman(the term “Bargec"was Un-
known on the waterways),and started a friendship that lasted
nore %han twenpy years until he died at the age ol elighty.-
threae

on that particuler day I went in the opposite ddirection,in-
sbead of following the river bank o Leedsfl went along Low
noad to Thwaite Gate,ond then turned left down Thwaite Lone
and onto the canal bank opposite Thwaite [1ilLl,

At the bobttom of 01d Mill Lene the canal leaves the River
Adre and does not regin it again until 1t reaches Kipnpax.
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Obviously the hauling bank(or as it is often called the “Tow
patht)was not a public right of waysso ag L 4ldn't want to be
in trouble Igtood against the swing bridege watching & horse

houled sand boal passing through the bridgeway.

T

g i wobched,s smollish middle aged nan,s typieal bhoatman in
copd trousers and a blue (uernsey ocame aloung so T asked hin
if T could wellk along the bank. fe sald yes,bul os he was £0-
ing to nis boat which was mopred at the Copper Works vharf,so
it would be alrisht if I went along with hin,.

e asked me where I lived and we talked until we reached
nig hoot., It was an old coal hoat londed with 75 tong of “gn-
uiget,which was o grade of small coal used for furnace ond B
boiler firing,

A% thig point I will apain digress 1o explain the old gysie
en of grading coal.

sefore the plis were Hationalised,all coals were sold by &
sysﬁem of prading by size as well as by quallty.

A it passed throvgh the seresns at the the pit head,the
fine dust and sny bits that escaped was called*soreenings®.

goal from o quarter of an inch in gize to half an inch wasy
romudget. Fron nalf to one inch was "“glack",and from one to
two inehes were "Slngle Huts",

wrom two Ho three inches ware "Novble Mutstand three to four
inchen wére nprahlest, From four 0 six inches were “Seconds®
or “wOubeg",and from gix knches upwards were "Best Gobhhlest,

the boot was in very poor condition,and the only reason vy
george(that was my new friends name),had come down what day
wos o try the pump and see that the hoat wao alrimhte

e shoyed Tor o couple of nours,and I found that George war
guite a cﬁaracﬁor. 1 4o0ld him that as it was the Faster Holi-

103




days I did nol have %o go to aschool the next dey,so I would
gome down

t0 see him again the next day. lie thought that i%
wag o great schievenent to be able to read and write at olew
ven years of age,and he told me about hinself,

Hils Tather had been a hoatman and George was born at wlg
seary near Barnsley In I858. He had besntBrought Up“on hoats
and never went to school at all., In my owm turn I wos smazed
beotuse I had never before known anyons who was illitera

e could tell the time and reckon nopney,but he had no
knowledgeol geogranhy,or higbory,or any of the subjects that
I learnad at school, Yet he had worked on rivers ond canalsg
all over Yorkshire and Lancashire,ond paris of Liluncolashirel

One of hig legs had been broken many years before,and it W
had set stiff so now he walked with a peremaonent linmp asg L he
had a crutbh,but he never used s walking stick even, lle lived

1th hils third wife in a 1litilerOne~Up and One Dowatguite near
the river off dast sbtreet in Leeds,

George was of course well known 4o all the other boatmen,
and he taught me a lot ahout a hoatmang work. whal was nore
th;ouﬂk knowing him the other hostmen got to know me,ond I
wes accepbed and trusted. Because of This I often got a ride
on & boat from ons lock to ancther,or from some point on the
conal to the wharf to which the boat was golag.

Chviougly Icouldn't be ot Leeds Lock at 4,30 A1 wvhen the
coal boats left Leeds for the pite,but when I did got the
chonce,ugualy on a Jaturday norning T would go to Thyalte Gate,
sad then wallk slong bthe heuling bank %o either PFigh pond o

ioodlesford Lock,

Then with Iuek I would get & vride hack %0 heeds with one of
the coal boats,of whilch thaere wore guite 2 fow in those days.
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fhere were several firms who used tﬁ%fﬁire & Calder Hovlge
ation to bring coal from the Gasﬁlefor&;Qﬁ@& to Loeds,and as
for owey as Skipton on the Leeds and?LiQéfpaélnGanalgvhieh
jolns the hiver Alre at Teeds. i\ R

gongiderable amounts of industrial éoal went to vhibshall
rood power statlon,and also another yoﬁﬂr atation at Gro%ni
point bridge which vsed to generéﬁe A00volhs divect currant
for Tecds CLty Tromways,also use& a ot of industrial small
conl ag well, Of course these were both municipaly owned.

The two largest firmg of coal distribubters in the Leeds ara
were Toeds Co=Operative Soclety and James lHargredves. The (0w
op only supplied their own members yith domegtic coal. They
wad o flect of cosl boats end a purpose built cenal tug for
towlng thelr boats.

They never bowed any boats other than their own,ond they did
not allow enyone except thelr own porsonecl 6 be on theiy
boats ot any tine,

g0 it was impossible Lo "Thumbta 1184 on o go-Gp boat. The
go=Bp had two wharves,one on ¥he Calls next to the power staw
$ion Just mentioned,and the other next to Victoria Bridge.

On +he other hand Hargreaves's distributed house coal and
slgo industrial coalg, Much of the industrial coal was delie
versd direct to the customers wharves such os the Yorkshire
gowper Works,and Taylor srothers (lavence Porge. They had a
vherf at Goodman Strect,iunslet and snobher ab naat obrect,
f,eeds, They also had Kirk Iags vharf on the Calla ot Loocdds

ALtogether Hargreaves's hrought about 3,060 tons of coal par
waok into heeds for distribution. The Co-0p gould bring about
another L,500 bons,and when fthe coal Ffor the power shations,
ping the smount taken up the Toeds & Tiverpool (anal,and the
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anount carried by smallertOne-Han“operators on the watorvay
to the ares,one can form a good idea of the grand total per
year between the plbs and needs by hoat.

jergreavests had three tugs and their men were alowed to use
their own discretion about allowing any other person to Lrave
el on thelr boots,so I always Looked out for thely bhoats.

the hoats that used the Loeeds & Liverppol canal were much
smaller only carrying about forty tons, and they were nostly
horse hauled., Hany of them were ovned by the men who worked
on themsand they were always decorated in bright colours,
with flowers,leaves,and other motifs on the palintwork.

o return to my friend George. The nan that he worked Tox
owned only two boatgsone of wnich he worked himgelf, This wes
colled the "Alicev,and was 2 good now hoat capable oFf carrye
ing between 80 and 90 tons of coal,and he had a conbract %o
carry coal from Rothwell Haigh staithe to the Alve & Galder
Navigation's depot at Teeds.

The other one whilch (feorge worked,the 0ld "houglagh,wvas on
g sub-coutract 1o carrytanudget cedlto the Gopper works for
Nargreaves's. When thab contract finighed georges boss decle
ded that the “Douglastwas too old o be worth spending ony
more money on,so she went to be bhroken upe

Miis meant that George was nNow out-0f=work,hut he found
another job. This time it was & poat owned by a man who only
had thot one boat,and it wag on contract Lo carvy sand and
gravel from the Rothwell naigh stailthe,to the Tecds Glty
grompays yard ot Soverelgn street whard between Lecds Bridge
and Victoria Bridge.

T aow George more often now,and I ofton went on the boatb
with him, It wes a lerger boat than the "Douglastend corrvied
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TI6 bong. She was called "8elf Help",and realy this was a hebt-
ter job from (Georges point of view,because he sould bring the
cupty boat hack from the Tramways whert,and tie up for the
aight or the weckend 8% & disused whoarf on the naat Strect
slde of the wiver only ten minutes wolk from hig homcs

1% had another advantage. Llke s 11 hoatmen he never mlgsed
an opnortunity toget some coal for the stove in hig boats cér
bia(not & aifficult thing when opei hoats passed H0=and-Iro
Tondedwith it)e 50 DY aiscrotoly btaking a amall buckebfull
or » cofiple of lumps when near a coal boat,hig coal locker
was neveor onpbye

30 when he "Died Upkat Weptune gtreet for the night he would
take come copl home 8 welle

wop wpself L always cozried a carpet DAY rolled up in My po-
cket whenever 1 wents down vo the piverside, Thisg was Lo carry
home snY firewood that T found floating witin reach,and some-
wimes the odd plece of goal as welle

shere were always pleces of hroken boxes ebc in the rlvery
the thing one had to wateh fori%%har flooting things among
the flotsam that gould he unpleasant,hecauss river polutlon
1o by no neans a modern evil.

The main 4iffersnce wetweon then and NOW 1a that then the

gollubion was of 8 cruder,mnore cOMmMON kind,with much untreabe

ol sewage ond dlsposable nousehold refuses It fact,at least
one Local journalist wrote in o dalily paper of that btime,that
the the river at Leeds bridge was 1ittle more than an onen
gewer and a disgrace to the cityl

n Lot of Liquid industreial offluent found 1t way into the
eiver such an the wesed contents of dye vaba,spent tonnery 1ig~
nilds,the greas] guds from cloth seouring, 1n faet all the wor-
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ks and dwellings slong the banks of thé_river found it a very
cheap and convenient means of dispbsal for anything unwanted.

Tt was also & means of disposal for unwanted pets,such as
doggycats,litters of pups and kittens, gSome unemployed men
and lads ezrned o litile "Bacca Brassthy getiing rid of them
by by drowning in the river. The usual paynent For thisg serve
ice was sixpence(2ip).

g0 it wan not wise to be inquisgitive 1f one sow & foating
sack, there were many dead raﬁs‘among the Tlobsam as welle It
iz not surprising then that in warm weatherpwhen(eﬁp@cialy at
weekends)when the water was alumost gbagnent,and black sliny
blobg bhubbled up from the bottom with an acconpanying stench,
that 1t got the nickname of theRiver of gtinksh,

Now-a-doys the pollution is mostly chemioal ,and the offect
is much more lothal and long lasting.

From o spot near Leeds hock tall,the ond window in the on=-
gine houge at Atkingon's Ragt gtrect MLLl1l,wan stralght oppo=-
aite at the other side of the river. Underncath that unusualy
long window I hed noticed & hig curved pipe aticking ouvt of
the wall

nooking across the river L coutd see through the window the
end of a long square beam, It moved slowly up and down 1ike a
giant see-gsaw in slow notion pushed and pulled by a long con-
necting vods. I had also noficed that when the beam came down
to the bottom of the shroke,s great push. of water came outd of
the pipe into the river,bub I could not sgec MOre.

rowever one Saturday morning as I walbed beside the engine
for George to come to his boal,the opnortunity to satlelfie my
curiousity came. The side door was open hocouse Hwo nen were
cleaning the long windows,s0 now T could sce the object of

I08




my curiousity working at close quarters,it was a beam enginel

Like most schoolboys I had hesvd and read about how James
yatt had invented thig type of engine in the I8th century,
but I had never seen one.

Although this one was of course a much impmoved ond more
up~to=date version than the original invention,the action amd
the working princilpal werec the sane,

This one had auwtomatic valves and aleo pumped vp woter o
cool the single blg low pressure cylinder,ond croste a vace
uwi o suck the piston bhack down ogain at the end ol the up
gtrokes, Then 1% released the water o let it run down the
pipe that I had seen oubside;at the seme time it opened the
stean valve 1o force the pigton hack up aguin,

At the other end of the long cast iron hHeam there was ghnow-
ther long commecting rod?%%%%e& the corunkshait, In the centre
of the besm 1Lt was ballanced on two tall cant iron columns
vhich acted ag the fulcrun,

Thig grebéf gangling monstor turned a huge Tlywheel to whikh
& big rope-puliey was attached wo the mame shait, This slow
and ponderous englie drove the whole mill on mawny yards of
shafting,pulleys,and belis,

I hadn't been there more than a few minubes when the enge

ine nan came and pulled the doors chut,so I went to talk to
P 9

%9 the two mon who were cleoning the widows. I saidd
shat 1 wes walting for the boatnan,oand I asked about the ene
gine saying thet I had never secn one like 1t hefore,

They told me that it wop movre than o hwndred yeors old and
that the flywheol weipghed twenty tonsg,

shen I remarked that the enginemon had closaed the door
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“ when he saw me watching his engine,shey £01d me that he dldnt't
open that door except when someone had work to do for him,and
that although the engine would svop for the weokend st twelve
0,clock,tho cugineman would stay il four o,clock when they
had finished clesning inside the windows.

Phis didn't surprise me much,becouse X knew that all il
engine houses were vout of poundstto anyone except the cnglne.
man, There was always a notice on the door saying o Addmite
anceY,and oven the menager could notb eater without asgking
pernision from the engineman(or rippine Tendertas he was 0rf%
Seialy called), In fact it was a kind of “jloly of lollesvad
81l millse

“hen (eorge come he brought o pair of sack¥vhecls with hin
and we took a bag of coal to his house. [iis wife wag there

and T noticed that she alsgo had a lame lLeg.

comebime Later I remorked aboni thig go-incidance,and he

&2

to1d me that this actuely wife number throec. e provious
wives had also had leme legs,ond when his geaond wife died he
was still friendly with other women he would pot form 4 pere
menent abbachment until he found a woman with an nnhendable

leg Like his owne

g0 he teamed uy with her and she became wife numbeor thiree

the one that he then had, vhen § agked him why,sh 1 asked

him whye

o

e aaid well if 1'd sob a woman with two pood legm she'd Do
bebter than me,wouldntd shel Iconldn't hove thet could I,hecn
suga T don't want o wife with on advantese over me 40 L9

The reply was byplcal of the man,bhut ag I gald George was
o chorotor in hlg own wight,mnd & shall always remomber hli
clwaping along like Pive-toot-one Tong John silver{ercent Lyt

(teorge had WO Lega,and aidntt vse o cruteh),
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Just for the record he could walk along a plank(cansl bhoats
don't have combings and decksldes)and never fallofd)

They had a permanent lodger vho made up the trio,and conbe
vibuted hisg share to the housekeeplng. He went by the nicke
name of*Jottinghan JackY,n placid enough chap who Titted in
with the generval ploture easily,

As ¥ seld previously most people Lf well known acquired a
nickname, At sohool § was often eblled varayt,and later as a

teonsger I often got “gpidervhecause I had rabher Long avis

&

and logs, Yy faither,like nyself,sot on well with other Ffolk
and becouse of his smert erect carriage was calied "Sergeant-
Hajort,

In that cespect boatmen were no diflferent to any other class
of wovker when 1t came to being nicknamned., Somw were descripd
tive vwhile others were a bit obsoure,few were pollie ond soms
vere definitely vulgar,even unprintable

foselection that occcures o t0 me ot rondom is ag foilowé%;
#ilsh antTatie ke, Lizxslo Luve,®Rubber Gubai,udadge,vsutchy,
"hHay Downt, tPunky, e Pigoyt, *lash Jack®,®ell Plre Jockt, Tz

Harueyth, thiearyh, t0ramnest , 1dpeedy" , tedbyiJack!t,s As For ny ol
friend,he was known og *gtelliettpresuncably bhecauvage of hisg
fondness fou the opposlite sox,o complote List would be ondless.
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Ghap‘ber oTs
« The glunmp.

since the end of the Great war there had heen warnings of
a falling off of trade vhen the needs of the amed services
and the yay Departments were nc longer top prlority. In I920
this began o be noticewble throughout industry,

of Tiving bonugeg obc,had been

fogad

Jhen the yar bonuses,Con
digcontinued the result was amaller "Pake lome'wagaes all
vound, Couplod with this came ents in overtime and reduct.-
iong in wage rotes in an effort Lo atiracht more trade,

______ Another factor was that during the War wonen had heen do-
ing work novmaly done by men in factories and on public tren.
gporh,quite apart from all these dlreckly working on munlt-
iong, A1l of thess were now redundant,and the fanlly Incone

woportionately lass,

One ohvious consequence was thot althoupgh there were more
coods and food for sale,thers wos Aot no much noney Lo bhuy
these thinzs with, It is not sueprising then that throughout
jnduntry ia general there were rumblings of discontent atb
the nuch reduced atandard of living.

gpeaking for myself,well at the vipe old age of twelve I
did not underabend the niceties of trade and finsncesand I
only kaswy that slreuady seme people were "Oub.of.vorkt,

T Ochoher 1020 tho conl miners came out on shelke, [Hany
paople have sald whon gpeaking of the decede from 1920 %o
TO%0, thet the Goneral Strike of I926 wan the begining of
the end,bhut in hiadsight T think thatl although 1t only lafe

Led for ono month,the colliers atrike of 1920 was the beg-

el
)

ining,and 1926 wan the ond for overyonc.

L
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MAfber that digression about the egonomic sgituation I will
veturn to the river again;becavse thelr were some things
that even in 7920 were out of dote on o Navigotion that was
gond otill is)e progregsive wobterway.

®or instoncesonly about six of the lock keepors and bridge
keapers bebween Leeds and Goole had a piped wabor supply 1o
their houses, A1l drinking water hed to be carrisd from the

nearest tomn,often a congldaerable distance,

for other houschold work and washing clothes,and sonltatlon
was the country style sarth closets,.

As for the vessels valng the Havigation,all oxcent the Lo=
ecal based conl boats carried thelr water supply in o tank or
8 barrel whiech stood on the cabin Jdeck,

The local coal boate carvried a days svpply of water for
drinking in large cons which were filled at TLeeds Lock when
setbing out in the norning,

perheps the moast inoredible thing sbout these men who wor-
Yod bthese wiver ecraft an ¢ canal boatg,ils that untll the Jd-
neation Lot of 1'870 whole families wero born znd brought wp
on the woborvays. Thedr boats were thelr only hones,and all
the fanily helped o work the boat and cargo.

They were paid o rate of so wmuch per ton of cargo carvieds
by agrecnent with the boss. @xcent of courge when the boat
halonged Lo the boatman,in which case the boatman fock the
whole payment for the reight,and pald out all oxpences
hinzelf,

‘they worked ag many hours as they wished often Tron carly
mornine until late at niphtyspelling each other off for o
meol. Afhor 1670 obviously srvengements had to be made for
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any school age children to atitend o ﬁghoolgﬁ a dyelling
houge ag o fixed homo was nacoasary,bhut the game working cms
ditlong continued,

In faet it was not until about 1939 that o Tixed wape vate
for o given numbor of workilag hours was adopied between the
water btransport Lirmg and the walong. 0f couvvdge this did nob
avply to 8 vessel worked by on owner nagtar,yet T connot ro-

mowber any hoatmen going on strike hafore the Second World

wor, ALL dlaputes weveggbtled on o man-to-man hagig,and o211
these men had one thing in common,sn absolute dislike of bee

ing wuled by & clocke fhey lived a 1ife apart Tfpym eny othar

COMABNLEY o
ond ohjection to working to Tiwe

wis indepondant sthlinde !
thab

+ i 4 3§ ¢
od pules exbended O many jobs conaccbed with the bhoats

aould he done pileceworks
vhen o hoat brought a cargo of sand,sulphur,copper ore,

rock phosphato,pyrites ete from the ship at Imll or (oole in
st of this

hulk,it needed to be shoveled into skips. The cos

was not inclunded in the Treight vate,s it wan pald for sord
5 I

arately at the destination vhairl,

Ab jlunslet there were two families who earncd v living
shoveling this kind of cargo. They hargained at the whard

for a Tew pence per ton, LH was hard ,divty work especlaly

1shuy which burned the skin,and fow men would have done

it, Yol these men aid it becanse they were thelr own Dosses

and 1% gave then independance.

anch boat carried a hundred ftons ond npwards, sonehine:

two bhundrod tong or nmore according to tha sige of the boate

In the sane woay the "heal gacrierst (the men who unloaded

the bimber boats Trom Hull at Leads)dild the work Ffor & £ix
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ed price per stenderd(approximately 2% bons)shared bebwesn
the gang of three men t0 a boat. jach man carried & number
of pieces according to size and length,supervised by a 97lal-
lynantyho marked them ofT on his tolly sheet,

fach caryvlier had a leather pad strapped on hig shouldex
and they srranged a *Rumtof planks out of the boats hold,
acrosg the bank and into the sawnill vard %o the point vhere
they were building the stock,

his wan 2 job that althouvgh 14 was never scknowledged to
be skilled work,nevertheless required o conglderable smount
of alilifull judgement on the pari of the gong to decide how

L]

wide 0 make the bage of the stack,how bigh 1f could safely

A

sog.and a8 1t got higher arravgeing plonks on tresales,wlth-

ovt making the slope too gteep for them $O carry o0n,

el [

These plecework gongs are now o thing of the pagt, the main

reasonyg pelng the world wide shortage of timber,vliug the

"

foot that road haulage has advenced so such an exbtent that
at the preseat day o Diekel ongined wagon can leave Holl

docks with 2 load of den tons snd upwards,snd deliver that
iocad in %unél@t or heeds bhefore evening.

However,this does not mean that the former Alre & Calder
Movigation has lost trade as o viable neans of breanm
fyrom that the waterway since Hotionslinstion carcrles o greab-
ey tonnage of petrolewn products alone to the Lerminal ot
iunglet, than the total cervied to bobth Leods and tunslet in
the F930tg,.

The moin reason fro thasurvival of thils waterway when 80
mony obther canal aysboms have had to cloge down,;is that &%
no time even in the driept weather,has 2 shortage of woater

o
i)

prevented the freo passage oi traiiic to leeds wad vakefield
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respectively from Goole

A wminimum draft of Tfh 6inches was and still is ganranteesd
over all the lock sills,with a bsam of L8fect,and the short-
sat of the main locks between goole and Leeds io flore than
I508% in length. This makes it possible to use vessells of
250 to 350 tons cargo capacity.

Ag lock gates and glulces are mechanicaly pprerabed nowy
this reduces the time wasted in #Penning"(reising ond lower-
ing vesnels from one level %o another)by more than hali the
time taken before Natlonaligation, For bulh carriers and bark
barges these conditlons are well sulted to o quick turn-round
at tholr destinotion.

Of course all progress inevitebly causes many traditional
and long esiablisghed methods and customs Lo die out,

the wooden rivercraft end canal boats,paingtokingly bullt
from mostly Hritish timber seasoned and bent to shane by cref e
smen using the same kind of tools that their forefothers useal,
wore in many cases the only homes of the men who worked them,
Living a nomad life.

These mengthelr boats and the men who hullt themzare now
things of the past Like thelr methods of propulsion,vhich were
either sails and the wind or horse hauling,or even panual hev-
lage at times.

Like the true Romany,the old breed of npoatmentwere a dying
pace even in my youth. hLike the real Gipsy,the tTrue RoOmany,
they lived their own life in their own way. liven the way that
they dressed was typical of their way of life. A thick cloth
double-breasted jackeb,s thleck woolen Jersey overa flannel,
ahirt witha bhrightly coloured coitton or poplin neckerchlied
tled at the throat.
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gorduroy trousers with drop-fronts,heavy leather hoots,and
either a cloth cap or a trilby hat completed hisg outfit. Pix-
ed working hours did not exist for him. He started his day
whenever he awoke,had a neal vhen sn opporitunliy occcured,hls
finighing time was when the job in hand finished,

e earned enough for his needs,and never bothered counting
the hours,but siuply lived one déy at o tlne,

An acquaintence of mine once sald to me *Oh thef're just a
lot o' wabter Gipsies, that may have been true,but thelr
passing like that of the heavy boat-horses that hauled their
boats,leaves a blank that has not been filled;but this ds
progress and we cannot stop ite

with the approach of 1921 came the reslisation that in a
Tew more monthay I would be leaving school 10 start work., In
comion with most schoolboys looking forward to leaving school
it seemed o long time to me,

g0 I think that it will bhe a good idea to put on record o
few things that must seem bhoth hizarre ond amazing %o the pre=
gent day reader of this work.

For instance the Geheral Practitioner of that time dld not
receive o gapltation Fee from the National liealth Service %o o
cover 2 whole fanily ag he does at the present time,

A doctor only received a few shillings per year for ocach pe-
ient over sixbteen years of age,who was in pald employment,and
nad two years contributions to the Health Insurance fund cred-
ited bto hine

o self-enployed persons qualified for this,nor did any ohie
ldyren under sixtecn years of age. S0 a dochbor had to charge
these persons as private patients.

Any persons who were handicaped,digabled,;or pornanently un-
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employed could qualify,so these persons had to apply %o the
Poor Low(the Board of (uardlans)for medical treatment,

in a working clast district where money was scarce,thls ofig
meant that o doctors bill had to be paid in weekly insiale
ments.

gome doctors were keen for thelr money and insisted on helng
poid for each visit, gome however were more lenient,ond of
these latiter Doctor Clough a Hunglet doctor is stlll rememh-
ered with nffectlon.

e went on his wound riding a rusty old bicycle,hls black
bag strapped on the carrier and his old black sult faded wikh
age. He never refused to treat a patient,ond never pressed a
bil) for paynent.

ngive me sixpence a week,zive me what you can afford" he
would say. lHe lived and died a poor man,in Tact hisg nelghd
bours often gave him and his housckeeper a meal at nid-day,

Doctor Groves lived in a big old house in Church Strect,
and went on hig round on agtrieycle with a carrier at the
back. lle dressed in o black frock coat and a black trilby hat.

There was also Doctor Shaw who lived in Dewsbury Road and
rode about in a pony and trap,looking very dignified and
proffesional.

The fastest of fhe ilunslet docbors was Doc Rodgers. A% thab
time o motor cycle vas something of a rargity on the woads,
and the type that Doctor Rodgers rode was & classie of it's
kind. An urgent call to hig surgery at Thwalte (ate would
bring the competent no-nonsence doctor on his Indian Scout
in o feow minutes dressed in wéﬁerproof legeings with cap and
gopeled.

Mot surprisingly,as hls home and surgery were 50 neay to i%,
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ocalls to bad asccidents at Leeds Stecl Works in Pepper Road
were frequent,and often required all his skill as atghysician
and surgeontss the brass plate on hig door stated.

fo reburn briefly to the motor cycle toplc. Although theie
were other makes of machines on the market at the itime,itwo
of them stood out in a olass of thely own,the Indian gecout
and the Harley-Davidgon, Of course the Villierslorton,f.d.
obe were about also,bub the two first mentioned were caslly
the outstanding oned.

i am nos well versed in cylinder capaclity and horse-power,
but 1 think they must have been about 500cc. Inconversation
wlth a motor cyele fan many years later I mentioned the Inde
1an scout o him, "That wasntt a motorbikel lle exclalmed."lf
wags o lethal weapond®

Another well known funsleb charactor was IMr.Atkinson. His
shop was opposibte Hunslet TLene Pollce Ftation,nesr the Swan
Junoction, He desoribed himpelf ag & medlical herbalist,and he
had three diplomsys to show his gualifications,

1ls shop had o large window ingide which hung bunches of
dried herhs and roots,together wih bunches of tallow candles
and garlick. ‘The window botbtom was partitioned of %o hold
bhoxes of various dried roots,barks,and eveﬁ malt and hopse

There was no back to the window,so the progiding genlous
Atkinson himself,could be seen moving ebout inslde the shope

s dress wes as mysherious as the contents of his shop. He
always wore a long bhlack coat like a warchouse coat buthoned
up 0 the neck,black trousers and cerpel slippers,end on his
head he wore a black smoking cap'ﬁike a pillbvox with o tassd
on top.

The inside of the shop was Just as mysherious as the wind
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ow disvlay was. alonz the bhack wall behind the counter were
two long shelves on which were vows of blue and white Jars
with lids,each one labeled with the name of the contonts.

These were of course more herbsl preparaitions,and under-
neath these shelves were btwo rows of drawers containing even
more things in packebs such as(onong other things).

Black Peppercorng,hite Pepnercorns,fayenne Pods, Cinnamnon,
(loves,Coriander, fernerick, Curry powdar, (about threes different
kinds o curey powder), I often went there for curry whlch ny
father liked,or spices which nmy mother used,oxr Lingead and
Blagk spanish to boll for cough curecs

He lived on the premiges using the two upstelirs roons as hig
living quarters. The back kltchen behind the sghop ves uged am
Both hie consuliing roomyand a place for preparing and mixing
nls herbal remedies using the old style pestle and morier to
pound things to powders

Many ohildren were somevhat frightened of Atkingon,but acte
waly he was a very quiet,polite men always ready 0 glve ade-
vicee

shortly before his death Taylor's (ash ¢hemistes bought his
buginesn,ond olosed $he shop ready for alteratlons to sulf
thelr own trade and this resulbed in & rather blzarre ocour-
ance,

on the day of his funeral work wes started on clearing out
s11 the stock and other unwanted iteng, It was a bright spring
afternoon in 1929,and ag the cortege passed the shop,the pile
of herbs obte was burning steadily on the spare ground behind
the shopa

A blue clund of aromatic smoke like ingence bhlew ascross the
rond. S0 the hearse with the remalns of MreAtkinson in hig
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gofiin insgide 1t was literaly smoked as it took him to the cemd
etary on his last journey.

Bany of the old home made remedies for various 11ls were In
common ugse at that time, A comuon vemedy fTor chest troubles
was brown paper spread with warm tollow lald on the chest with
another one on the back below the shoulder blades. These were
held in position by a striy of flannel Ffastened with a salety-
pla,

the patient was in bed,a lingeed pO%@iee made with ground

=

I
lingeosd mixed like a pudding with hoiling wotor and spread on
o cloth was placed on the hack., Por children going 10 school,
and often growvn-upts too,rubbing with 011l of VYintergreen on
gamphorated 0il was ususl, For Whooplung Cough allowlng the
child to breath the fumes of boiling piteh(used by paviors 1o
pone between the sebtts when paving o road)was considered very
helnpfull, Por colds or any chest trouble,to breath the stean
from & heap of sitable manure was very beneficlal.

Por all chills or colds in the gtomach my mother kept & Hote
tle of a composition made by simmering Cinnanon,Cloves and
Cayenne pods in water with a tablespoonfull of Black Ireaclc.

A tablespooniull of this in é cup of warnm water when golng
out or going to bed gave a fecling that a torehlight proces-
sglon hed just gone down ones throat.

For any cough she simnercd half a pound of whole linseed
with half an ounce of Dlack gpandgh in two pints of water. I
used to ent the cooked linsead as well,.

Tor & comion cold o large Spanish onion cooked whole after
peeiing and sticking cloves inﬁo it,in one and a guarter pints
of nilk, Phen you ate the hot onion and drank the nilk bhefore
szoing o bed at night,.
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T often had this end the TLinseed and Spenish,and 1liked them
in Taot whenever she cooked a rabbit she always put sn onion
gtueck with cloves in the pan with it

For a sore throat three drops of Friars palgom on & teaspeon-
full of sugar,or three drops of Pavaffin(lamp oll)allowed to

disolved slowly in the mouth was a comumon remnedy.

=

Thete were algo o lot of welrd cures for all sorts of all-
mends. They had been handed down from previous generations and
surprisingly a lot of people believed in the effectiveness of
theit,

TFor ing tance one would not catch a cold 1f a gmail piece of
roast mouge was wrapned in o bit of muslin and huag round the

neck on a plece of yitting woolyzend worn dey and nighsl

A piece of mouse cooked in pastry like a pasty would cure
whooping cough if eaten by the child., Also a small raw potatoe
carried in a mans trouser pocket would prevent him having ony
form of ﬁ@umaﬁismu

Thig later belief has persisted among many old people even
ot the progent day.

The bullding of new comncil houses and the demolition of slun
property had been started in I9I9 immedistely after the war, but
for wome unexplained reason,a lot of realy bhad old proneryy
escaped demolition simply because 1t shood on privete lend,

50 bheecause the councils concerned did not have the necessary
authority at that tinme to take ower those properties,the ocou-
pants were not rohoused for many years sfiervards.

T will just outbline two such cases,but they were btypical ol
meny more =s [ Ffound out in my later wenderings all over the
country later.

A nareow strip of land seperating the canal from the river
extends From Knomtrov duit #nd to Fleet near yoodlesford,
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in several places this atrip is not many yards widesand it
is the part from Phwalte illls to a point oprosite the Copper
works wharf to which I shall refer now,

About 250 yards from Thwalte Hills there was & row of eight
cottages called Dandy Rowe. These cotiages housed the workneople
at Thwalte Mills. Although the proprietor of the mille kopt
them inggood repalir,they had nelther gasywater,eleciricity,or

SOWIALS.
ALL drinking water had Lo he carted Irom an ouitslde tap at

Twalte Farm,over the swing bridge and along the cansl bank,in
8 barvel on wheels pulled by hand. Bach houge took turns in
bringing water as required, This was no easy task in good wea-
ther let alone in winter)

Further down the canal bank opposite the (Copner yorks wharf,
was Bank Houses. Thege were two very old stone houses., One wan
occupied by & widow and her son,hker husband had been killed in
the @reat var and they lived on her pension. Tho other was 000~
upied by o family the father of which was disabled and could
not work, lis wife two sods and 8 davghter made up that house-
hold sueh aa it was,

At some time in the past gome "yitthad christened Dank Houses
nPaneake Tarmiand the name had gtuck among thoe bhoatmen ot least,

Although they lived legs than two hundred yards from the
wovks at the opposite side of the canal they were well and
truly isolated,

The Alre & (alder Naovigation owned the land and allowed thenm
all to live theve rent free,but they dld not maintain the pro-
perty or provide any services. Like Dandy Row the only sanit-
ation was a country shyle wprivvy'at the botton of the parden
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ond again like Dandy Row they had to bring theiy drinking viote
er fyrom Thwaite Farm{in a barrelYon wheels. In both eases the
only drainage was an open diteh behind the houses running into
the river, To bring water was a round journcy of & nile there
and back,and shoppling from the nearest shops at elther Shoure
ton ox Thwailte dgate meant a Journey of almost two miles fronm
“Meacake Parm4,

However although they were literalynsquatters'those six
people had nmastered the art of survival. Por instonce they had
an ingenious way of solving the fuel problen,

Phe Rothwell Haigh coal gtailthe on the opprosite side of the

panal had atflattas thoy were called(most of +the ahoithes had

one)it was like a flat hobtbtomed hox ahoul ten fent long by, Be
feot wide and o foot besp,like a raft with sidos on,

It was kepht moored ot the ftoithesand it's purpose was for
the mento bring empty bosts across Tvom the opposite side to
Load with coal ai the stalthe, It was propelled by paddling
7ith o shovel or a pole,or whatever wos handy,

The song atiicacake Marvmtput Lt Ho good use to "Fishveosl
out of the canal, This was done by fastening o lerge mesh ride

dle to a ghort boathook with strong wlre.

With the ©lat moored to the bank by L1its chalb,the verson in

{=te

the flat scoopad down into the water which wag aboul cight
foet deep. Dy bringling the riddle carefully back to the surl-
ace the thin gludge ran through the riddle lenving the pleces
af coal to be émptied into the flat,

It didn't toke very long to dredpe n sackfull of good coal
up from the botiom;beconse when the hobttom doowrs of the wagons
wore dropped gllowing the coal to fall dnto the chute(ortspoud
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ap 1t was called),many sizeable pleces bounced over the silden
and into the water. 350 When two or more bhoats were loaded in

o day needing snything 1

i

n 0 gixteon ten ton wagong,many plee
ces nigsed the boat and dropped into the water,

The widows son"Plggervand the eldest gon next door took tums
ot dredging for coal,end thig plus the odd buckets of small
coal end dugt swept up in the holds of the empty coal hoats
together with driftwood,ensured a fire thet was kept burning
day and night,

The glrl at the first house had o gveech defect and wos une
able to form words properly. Yebt none of the gchools for hand
Leaped children would accept her becsuse Bank Houses didntt
pay rates to elther the Yest Riding County Council,or Lecds
ity Council,

Hor could she go Lo the school at dtourton hescasuse she was
inarticulate and counld talk! vhich goes to show theti “Pagsing
the Bucktand turning o blind eyve,are not ovils of modern offi=
cialdon alone,they both existed nany years ago.

I found out later in my travels,that therve werc many nlaces
igolated ond literaly forgoten by Authorlty all over Britaln,
albeit they were mogtly cn private land.

vhile on the subjoct of houses off the beaten Hrack I will
digress to mention an incident that occurred during the last
winter before [ Left school Lo ghtart work,

in o Tield well hack Trom the yakefield Road,al the foot of
Bell 111 stood a single cottasme. In it Lived the local nide-
wife with hor husband and thelr son,bothof vhon worked for
the marketv gardener on whoge land it stood., This was the sene
nidwife who had brought me into the world thirteon yvears prov.
iougly.
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The hillside in front of the cotitage wes a large grass Flow
14 which stretoled over the top of the hill. when this glone
woe covercd with snow it was very populer with the loecal youths
becouse 1t provided a two hundred yords tobjogon run.

gne Saturday morning one of ny matos brought his home-made
sled ond we went %o Bell Mill, After a good snowfall on the
Fridey nikht,end fellowed by o frosty morring,the slope was in
excollont condition,so after one or two shori rung we went vighi
to the top Lo get a longew run,and we didil

We shot down the glope ot great speed,but when we zot to the
corbroad st the hotton we couldn't 5%OD. tortunately the soare
den gate was open end we nmanaged to stoey L /g vhrough 1t and
acrops the gardob.

Tea, Garside was baking and the door wan wide open,so the pair
aid stop at last,albelt underncath the kitcheh tablel

vhat the géod tady sald was very much o the point, Ve didnd
stop to avgue,but fled hurrledly sledge and all. Surely I nust
be the oaly youbh ever to dellver himsell hack o the midwife
ot thab!

Often there were things haﬁyéning that wero never intended
to be fuaay,bub they eveniualy ended up heing comlcal, One
such inghance wes that of Hwo shops near suspension Bridge.

They were next to each other at fhe and of a rou of hack-
kowhack houses. One was an eating house,or “Coffes Shop"oas

<

they were usualy called,end iho other was the offlee of a fun-

cral dirveehor,

5

on his window(a large plate-glasn ons)was on aloborate sian

shich stoted that the proprietor was o Jolner and wndertakoer,
The ooffecw-shop window simply had the menu gtood 1a the wine
aow hoston for parsserg-by to read. Over whe windows of hoth
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ghops o wide black fasela board rah vhich cavrried the follow-
ing nobice in tho same bold letiers in unbroken sucession.

tnreakfaats, Dinners, Teans, Heals ALL Day. Funerals promptly
ahbendet Ho. Day ind Wight Jervicet,

In splbte of all my exploratory panderings T still went lnto
whe Stecl vorks,ond on one such occasion when 1 went into the
Ressener plant to see ny father,the chlef chendst wag thore.

He asked Father 1f he thought that I was intersted in cheiw
igbry,ond sugeested that when I 1Left sehool I should apply in
weiting for work as a leboratory & glgtant,

lowever oo Shings turned out later I dldn't geb that oppore
tunlty,because In August 1921 j,ecds Stecl wWorks oloped down.

At the tlme many people sald that the colllers strike of
April 1924 was to blame for the recesslon that followed,but in
Falrness %0 the colllers,the truth was that British exports
had been Talling off since early 1920 Also the demobilised
gervicemen had swelled the lubourforce to & point where thero
wore Tar morve workmen than johs.

As the wnlversal fuel in Industry was coal the miners were
ﬁi% by the slump,but all the basic trades like Iron,steel and
heavy ongineoring felt the plinch ss well. ALL wage rates had

-

dropped,ond 8ll branches of engineering had agreod

t

o bilg wapge
vreduotions in the hope thet this would result in more vork ho=
cause of cheaper productlon,but it didattb.

L4

After o fow daye the blg users of coal and coke like Torgas,

blost furnaces,steol works ete hed tbo stop work Ho consorve
vhebscler stocke they had, So with production glopped,all the

wovkers except a skeleton stafl were laid off. prilozity for

.

any fuel supvplies available was pgiven to hospitals,sas and ol-

cobricity works aad of course the wollwdyse
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nveryhody neacded fuel foe heating water,baking,end cooking,
g0 every bit of coal,wood,clnders,or indeod any burnable nate
evial was cavefully collected to burn in the flregrates.

mhis brought me(like many more children)another spare iLime
occupation,nanely “Coal aeratbint e, In effect it meant going
to any tip,or ony place vhere bits of coal, ooke, clnders,or
wood might be found,and sorting through the dilgcarded waste
material for fuel.

As most of these tdps(particularly pit tips)were on prilvate
~land,one had Titeraly totdodge the Bobby“becauss the local
policenan would come on his bioycle and take the nane of anym
one he could eutel on the site.

Apart from the Foct that one wag trespassing there vas ale
ways the danger that someone would stexrt o slide by digging
into the spoil heap or tip,in whilch cage a person could be
Literaly burled slivel

go provided the weather was fine,as soon as I cane homé fron
sehool 1 put on a pair of old trousers,quickly ate a sllce of
bread and driprlag,had a drink of %oea and set out to rendez-
vous with pad according to instructlons.

T book with me my soapbox bharrow on pran whaeels containing
a sack and ny shopping bag wlth a parcel of dwipping-and-
bread snd a bottle of ocold tew.

Peualy 1t was ot the parkside $ipsit bolonged to ffilddLeton
dolliery,but it was a new bip not more than o yeay old 1n
7921 ,and novwhere more than ten feet thick, It had snother ad-
vontogenancly the fact that the police varely wenl there.

Oon tho other hend,the old iiddleton gollicry tip,the dlg
piptag Lt was knownl,was over &a hiondred fect high and in full
wiow of both pilit yards. It was also on the Hiddleton “Coppers
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beat, It was almo much more devngerous because it had been by
ning for many years,end it was red-hob ingidoe,
the Pavkside tip could be pleked by dipgoing out a hole and

il

sorting the spoil,but there wog o asnagl If you left your hole
someone else would get in to it,then you lost i1t. So if it
wage 8 pood hole,thet is if 1t had plenty of bits of coal and
egohnnies® the leker beihg burnable bub gloteoy and dlriy,one
Left a velioble mate in the hole when he went away anywherc.

7 one didn't take this precaution someone clse would “Jumpt
the elaim in yild vest fashion,

inother form of Fuel Found was an pocaclonal t3ushed"prop,
i.6 a broken pit-prop,or perhaps a couple of “Lids"or “Root
Blockst, These were respectively slabs of hard wood to put on
top end underneath the wooden plb-props when knocking vhem up
o support the roof at the face.
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Chapter.8,
The Last of The dchooldays.

As onge might expect wilth the pits idle all the coal bhoals
were laid up,but of course all the other forms of poncral cor-
o0 ywere belng carried as usual on the waterviay. The A & (el
canal tugs ron thelr towing service ag usual,towing both
thelr own hoats and those owned by other people.

In the same way my old friend George snd the smand boat *Eelf
Nelptcarvied on as usval also,loading sand at Rothwell Halgh
stalthe and teking it to the Corporation wvharf at feods, So
when it wasg possible I met him,

It wosn on one of thege trips that I got to know ahout anow
ther Fform of cargo cavried on the waterways. I had scen boatbs
moored in a certain part of the Hew Dock Basin at (lavence
Road,and I had often wondersd what thelr joh was.

One day at bthe vhitsuntide holiday 1 gspotled Ceorges hoat
whropping Dowatfron feeds Bridge(that is allowing the hoat to
drift along with the flow of the wiver guided by a long hoate
hook)so i went vound by the woad and vnder (rown Point bridge
o moot hime He passed me the ond of the horse Lline and I helpe
gd him by pulling ag I wellked back along the bank,

As we came Into the Leeds Tock Gut one of these boats was
Just coning out of the basin to go down tho lock,so we went
iato the lock with him,

georee and I closed the top getes,and as the horvsenarine was

already there(the man in chaige of the horpe wan called the

“orsemarinet)he opened the calulee and they onened the
hotton gates so I went onto Georges boat,

Georze had slready hed a word withntadgetPirth the horse-
marine and had glven him § shillings(25p),00 with our line




Tang-ontotthe other bhoat we set out For Thwaibe gate and ovente
ualy the gtalthe to load send.

Gadge's #ule(incidently the only mule I ever saw heuling a
hoat)haﬁim@bth@ir loadad boat end our empity one with no APNAY -
ent effort at all

On the way down I remarked that the other bost was loaded

n.-’

th manure,to which Geovge replied that thigs was the resular

;-.b

W
work that the other boatman did. lie told me that dJohnny(the 0w
ter of the other boat)had a conbract with $he Leeds Harkobs (O
mitee to take away the monure and woste materisl Trom the !arke
e¢ts and the public Abbatoir,

e had two bpoats. that one called thetambition" ;and another
one the “llargaret®, Phey could each carry aobout 80tong,ond they
alweys 1oldd in the seme place in the (larence Road bagin, beoauss

e blg Corporation “Huckvwagons could tlp their loads of mark-
et waste and "Yloughter Muckvinto the hoats at tho wallaide
nearest the gateway.

Johnuy worked one boat,and hig son Fdrnest worked the other
one,and they delivered the manure to farmers in the Salby area,

iach boat carried shout a full hold of the rather cdonrifor.
ous eargo which was discharged by forking it into harrown vhich
were then wheeled along planks onto the bank at an appointed
place for the former conserncd,

Bgeauge of the fact that the cargo consisted of both vesct-
able and other matier such ag intestines jyinedible offal enimal
dronpings,plus shray and sewdust,it is not surprising that rets
found the “iuek Boatsts very convenient source of £ood,

For this rveason both Johmgy ond irnest both wors leathoer i
Legmings when working cargo,as also did the labourers
who helped o vnload it(they usualy tied their frouser hotitons
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with siring)because no-one wents a rat bholting up thelir leg.
Afser emptying the boat would nometinmes Lload at & sand gue-
rry with a fine red sand for plastering,to bring to Leads for

o

8 firm of mand merchents in the Clarence Road hasin,

then potatoes,carrots,or swedes were available at the fawmg
Johony would buy sevetral tong snd sell them ab the Basin to
anyons on 2 cikheand-carry basls 18 they provided thelr own
nockse Becauge of thie the bagin at (larence Road hecane knoe-
wn oag the "Matie Basind,

Avother antiegoclial chore wag punping the higgewatser out of
thefidmuclk boats, As these boats had onen holds of necessity,
any rain vhich fell sosked through the sargo and seoned into
the bilges, 50 it had to be pumped out by the hand pumps,and
a9 the Tloor(or "Nennings*Poi the cabin was directly over the
mumﬁ the flavour was always in evidence,

Althouvgh the deck end the gunnels and all were swilled down,
and the reburn cargo was an odourless one,the memory lingered
on aegpecialy 1n warm weather.

fine noticeable offect of this that no ather boois ever tled
up alongside o "iuck Boattparticularly those that anyone live
ad oni

T never kwow how long Johnny dSpence had carvreiled on thaig
troade bhefore I digcovered it in 1920,but I do know that hoth
Gadge and hig nule were 54111 hauling boats In the late 19350k

T have no idea how old the mule was,and nobody geens o KW
know how long o mule can live,but I do krow that that pariic-
ular one had the Governments broad arrow brand on it's rump,
Th wos a two davs journey from Leods to West Haddlesey,so
b owas necessory o ston and gtable ones horsge halil way. Bveny
lock had stabléng for the boas horses,so these Journeys along
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the waterwoy were divided(by nutuol agreoment)into stages to
divide the distance evenly ag possible.

Ofben time wag lost ot lockssor when there vas sxbra vwater m
{afiter heavy valafplls)which slowed progress. uch of the Havis
zation is open viver ond floodwater neant delay portlcwlarly
travelling upstrean,

A gt be obvioun to the resder with btwoe bhoaitssone hovse
ond horsemarine could not work night and day,s0 it was necew
gsary to hive onother hoyrse and nan temporva®ily, Tuvhich case
Johnny would contagh say "Flash Jock","Pigoyh, #Kendal Jack“or

any available hovgenmarine to do a stage from Leeds op where

evar,beeause the gene apolied from Yest Haddlesoy.

I oa Like manner AT gadge sad Jenny the mule dida't have a
job on any varticular day,someone could hirve then Lor the day.
Tn passing let me soy that alithough mules have beon notor-
ioug throughout the centuries Tor thelr stubborn porversliy
and bhod temper,yet their hexdy btoughness howgd nede them able

$0 work snd survive ln conditlong that would kill a horse
twlce thelr slac,

It seems as 1f the gbubborn will of a nule mokes 1t refuse
to accept that it cannot do o job,

The days of horse haulage have Lloug passed ilobo highory,but
in my minds eye I can sgtill see Jeuny the wuule walking (o mule
evor huvrrioes)at o steady two or three miles an hour.

A% the end of the day it looked no wmore tived than in the
morning as it pleked it's suve~Tooted way as lighily as a dax-
cor withondt a stumble,while a yard or two behind plodded the
inperturbable Godge with his hoads behind his back,snd with
etthoer o hand-rolled oigaretto in his mouth or & pleee of twig,

o peviect nalry,reliable snd wrulilced.
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go the days went by until in July the pit strike wan over,
ond the colliers went back to work financialy much worss thon
when they hed struck work three monthy earlier.

Tn the weeks that followed,the plein truth of the trade po-
sition was evident to evaryone,recession had hegun, the slunp
was heve to gtay. Heny ©ld cotahlighed firms cloged down cOM-
pletely never 1o re-open agnins

T the case of nmauny fanily owned bhusinesses that had relied

on braditionszl methods with the atihitude that twhat was good
enough for my father i good enough Tor neh, i% was the end off
the roodl, Leeds Sbtecl yorks was that type of firn also,nftor
only o Ffew wecks working 30 get out the lash peonaining orders
in tuelr booky,they too shut down putting 2,000 nen out of
sork, the Bessemer Stecl plant never Ald roe-0pen.

0f the three shafis snd the drifi mine at Hiddlebon Colliexy
tyo shafts closed putting 800 mon out of worlk,and lenving only
e delft and one shoft working.

Thot ond other pits such ag the ypherloo Main(Cardenfplt,
and nothwell Halsn(Beeston) or Bell ill,pit that hook thelr
workforce from the lunslet arco, cloged never Lo ro-open i,

owever, just as I hod resigned ny self to the thought that

should have to spend ancthor yeay ot school,becauge an ot
of parllanmcnt had heen pagsed rcalsing the leaving age to 14
in 19272,0 local gngingering firm weote to our school for Bwo
boys to lsarn corenaking in thelr foundrye

Hyself and another hoy woere pi Loked,ond told to go t0o the
works at once. Phig I did raadily hocause Like most Acts 1%

hJ

had atnoopholetin it. One ciouse sheted that if one had & Job

to g0 to,if one was I before the end of the midsumier Lerm,
then one could leave to take that employment.
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of couﬁSe,lik@ mogt other schoolhoysfl weas completely hap-
py to be leaving school and joining the workers. 3o when L
along with a boy from anothexr achool were accepbed Lo work at
the fivm T walked home at [2 o'clock “On Alrt.

Hy father ralsed no objsctionyhl only comment wag "wWell 1f
they're satisfied with yougand you're sgitified with them,thaid
all that matiors ladw,

she firm was an old established one with a good repuiation
as omployers,end a reputation for good yorkmanshiy voo. To
my mind things were just vight,because 1I° I hadn't found a
Jobgng my birvthday was in seplembor I would have hod to atay
on ot sehool for another geven months,which dldn't appeal o
me ot all,

i am hurrying on oo fast,so I must return o my interview
in the Time Office of the Alredale Woundry that Iriday nori-
ing sremed with o letter from ny Hendmagter ot achool,

T duly presented myself at the tine office of the Alredale
poundry, the tinekeeper took it and saying to me "yalt there®
he went throngh o door into the loner office.

wvhile he wap away I was sbanding there guging round at the
shings on the wallg,such as o hig callendar advertising "Kal-
amesoo Loose heaf Bokkat,ond next to AT wan lovge hlackboard
with ved lines ruled across it. on thig botrd #ere wriltiten
megsages An chalke.

one of these menmots vead: "pul back 42 and wait iangtructionte
o burned thig over in my mind,end os L have alweys had o habitb
of reversing phrases,and portienlarly mmbers T wos thinking
A Dwd , Ph=A20, Just an L wes thinking this the Line keoper
poturned and ne ny sge and date of blrih,

vithout thinking § veplled; 84fnd of pSestember I'm thirteen
cow Hatert, Looking at me in surprige he gold viay that apgaln

rlo0%. S0 T replied “Porty-sccond of septomber L0080 Histert.
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Opening the door of the laner office he called out:“ilister
cmmemey e have acguived a boy who was born on a dey which
does not existl®

py that time I had realised that I had got 1t hack-to=ront,
g0 with a red face.when he turned back to me and sbid §Blow
tey ageingand gebt it rlght this time®, Ireplied "iwenty Torth

]

of septomber Tistert.

then gave me the following ingtructiong: "How dontt for=
metl flext weck ls Bank Holidey weekgwe don't work that week,
you'll start work on bhe following Mondey moerning sl half-nagh
sovenyond if you aren't in by a quarter-to-elght the doors
shut ond you cant't como in that day".

wpeke this brass checlk with youd number onsand when you cong
o work you teke the board from twe vack whore your number g

ond hang the check where the board wag on the hook®,

sfow don't Forgedt will youy Toke this note te your Hewdmasters

and we work a weckeinehond so you won'lh hove any wege wo draw

the first weckyyoutll get your firat veoks wage on yOur sece
ond gahurdey noraing,sad dontt lose your time-checkl®

T understood tho check and tinme-poard system,pocanse the
cel vorks uged the ssme old fognioned aystom and I had dgeon
ny fother nake his Board oute The board about I nal Tean-ineh
thick,and siz inches long by rony inehes wide,hed to be rub-
hed witn o lunp of chall Tlyst,then rubbhed with your hand %0
grooth it

Then you wrobe your e and number at thoe Lop in peoncil,
zmﬂumwmwwm'mwtMW;mhorjMMimM'ﬂw‘WM\HMWFMM
the auaber of hours baken on thel.

Tt wyao o cunbersone vine-wasting mothod yend oven in LO21L

o
"

most lawrge fivas had punch-clocks and timewcards o record
s workmons time in and oub of the worksa.
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As I took the note back from Kitson's to my school masber
I knew that this was the last of ny schocldays, the dividiag
line for hetter or worse to coie,

hooking back over thoss eight vespw ot Jt.d0seoh’s and gone

£

of the things that madn un o schoolhoys day,it was all eaning
boxed cors,sadtfolling oy, although I suprnose I was as big a
boeachers headache as sny other hoy would ba.

The rule was Tor those boys who were quileter and{(vnregumably)

»

noye diligent o oceupy the hack rown of desks,hils the nore
sallative end less abtentive one were o5 the front under the
aye of the teacher,

These depks with thelr shell underneath(originaly for hooks)
vere alao she depository for many things which were not in the
curricunlumg,ond included wmueh conisreband in the forw of fthingg
that one wag not allowed o hring into school,

o instanes,noxt door Lo the infanbs school sotovay there
vas 8 gnall shop which sold chean "Goodlog®for ohildren, They
wers not “Hign Qlass fonfectionery,but compared with Lo-days
vaines that shop window wan o “Eold Mine", If one congiders
that the “penny® hed a less value than o hall of & Decimal
pencogdddditte velue in nGoodles yas almogt limitlesd,

One penny would buy 24 anlgsed bolls,o "ilocbor Tennecy Hbicke
wrapvad in gilver poper and smelling of cough mixciure,or Hwo
cunges of guch things ag cough drops,nint lozenges,cocoenut @

candy,dolly mixbuwres, jelly habiles,wine gumg,or 4 host of othe
evrdesivoble sweets,

Foxr a hali-penny one could buy on everlasiting sirin. It was

LM ol

a flat strip of soft toffee about a foot long,? of an inch

wide : , . . o
K@%ﬁ,aﬂd an eifhth-of-an-inch thick. Or a liguovice abilcl,Lige

vorice bhootlaces,or o Liguorice tolaphong,or 4 snall hard Spo.




nish Juices. Mhese were about two dnches long and a 1 of an
inch thick,they were hord and brititle and you could gsuckjfthe
hits for ages. L[f nothing elss tompled you,you could buy a
hatnorth of treacle toffee,sticky and broken smoll in the ghe
opkeepers hand with a small dron toffes nanner,and wrapped in
a hit of newspapders 0v perhaps & hafporih of tigew nuhE, 0T
movikey nubs{pes nuls).

yavinge boughb(after much deliberation)iiese much Liked go0fe
ied,vou reburnsd Lo school black Lipoed,nticky Tingeroed, trying
4o 1ikk your digits clean thon wiping them on jour coat slecve
O Your Jerseye

Ghewing gum usg ugualy siuck wndorneath the Lapols of ones
aoatgor nnderneath the desk fop for future gae,

shig method of storage wan froguently thwarted by the bteach-
or Geeliding to change the order of the scholors in the rows
oF dosks,especinly if the talkative,or the luatieniive onos

boen suitably subdued, Or perhaps the back rows had boeome

more telkebive,or their eyes wore not focused 1n the vright ¢iw

=

P
geiedt

et

01y

Oon the command #(lass grandve wompanted by the crack of wgid gt
cone on hip desk top,there would be a Lrantic,but furtlve £
fenbling under ones desk becususe thiln usualy mest & ro-shulil
Tor everybodys

Tn my own ecose I spent mnowe tine in the iront three rows
shen 7 did in the back ones with the "irustles®, Yob Tway 1ot
alone inthal respect,and on one occasion et lenst L vas ctfl-
instood of FHEdgiYthe rosl culpyribl

on that ocoasion o woman boscher had cowe into our Clasge
roor To horrow something,and ag che durned to Leove she said
in veply to a gquesivion by our Ovd bencher, 0L well L puppose
it wns o oouse of "Hoblesse Ohllgetyou knowl®
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ity

The boy next to me nudged me and said in a stage vhigper, g/

Hey Army,whats o nobless obligate?® I whispered e Sheryruptbub

too late the eaple eye had gpobied us,and L was called out W

racelive thres on the handyond 2ll our row vere warnod,

Necdless to say bhot the others on the wow told the culprlt
thing or two ot playtimnc.

Hehind the GLA Boys school wog Rhodes's Hill,ond bhehind our
¥

toilets only o five foot high stone wall divided cur schools

playaeovnd from the mill yard. It wos ewsy o cliumb the old

rough shone wall and drvop down into the yard,run round from

Th

e yord out of the gate,nnd vost the caretelers houss hack

into the school yard.

Hh

Tf the hell rong before you could geb back to the playground

+

en you were in for anothor "Milgoingtwhen you wont dn after

everyone else with weft bobbing from the will in . r pocketbs

he
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ey were cxeelleon® pea shoobers,but 1¥ the Beachor sow Lhen

confiscabed yowr 111 sobien galas. Truly there g no neacs

"or the wickedl Alwo the the corctaker took a very dim view

ug ruoning backwards wnd forwards scross the pavenent in
ont of hin house,
pretualy we were forbildden to go outside the mchool soted

.

ring sohool hours,the same prohibition aplied Ho polag thrag

nfants school Go zo to the sweel ghop.

%,

ne cacse with rules of that loind,it s
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o onsler to make then than 1t is bto easurs that they are

i £

yo by everybody all of the timel

o () I

dinge the wickebh gate bheslds the mnin gates hoo Lo he open
1 daylt would have beoen lapossible(unless soneone had gtoad

anch gabe all playltine)to prevent somne ol wg dodglag in

out occasionsly.
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on the last day at school bhafore "Breaking ifptfor the anngl
Bank Toliday,all the classes cleared the class roous of ovory-
thing not required in the next fterm. ALl the rubhish which in-
ciluded o Lot of waste paper,vwas carcied out of each clam: ro-
ou and dunped inko the old type midden in the ground heslde
tie Boys hollets,

Thet particular day,my Last day ad achool,in the afternoon

-,

when the hell wang for flaybine we went as usual bo the toil-
ete for arguickythefore gething down, whatover was 1nninde
nJyackyta nokorious rehel,nade a cigaretie with @ hit of soff

soner and addicarded fag end, The #ldien wag aovorad by o big

thiok wooden 1id with o small hinged 114 in the mlddile for

saving mede his clearebbe Jacky Lit it with o Jefily purl-
oinad match,thon 11if%ing the 1id he dropped the matchgtakk

ivto the midden and close the 1id again to concesd the ovid-
ouce, in the meanbine myself aand ftwo more imps lkeph wateh
for apnroaching authority.

e makeh mupst have still heen burning when he dropned 1t in,
bhut we aidn't have sime to davestigate hecouse just then the
bell wang For everyone to fall ine So with solewmn foces we
Piled back inko owr classroon as nswal,shuffled into our seats
and sat down.

ny this time the buendng paper ehe waa cresting clouds of
smoka,which could be seen bthrough the window, Sone one ralsed
nig hond,esnd with fispalvPleasirtiold the toacher that sone-
shing wap burning cutplde.

sne Tire,hut

1% book guite gome fime and several buckets ot water Lo douse
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Although inevitably gquestlons were asked the unweitten law
nravaled,no=one knewyand no-one %iqueskedt (or "oplittYeven if
they did know what had heppened,

On enother occaglon onc of vhe moniters came bhack carly af-
ber lunch with aome Carbide of Caleiume At that (ime nony bhie
cyoles had ecetylone lampg instesd of oll or batleries,so
petting a Litile was not AL

sach teachors desk had three inlowells bo dip ounes pen inbo,
cne containod red ink,once hlue,and one black, Our vilrtnt the
bine wag nob VEry po r;u] Xy O }jf’ VC]“;g Mhe mon Lhor z’}'{li_ ———
hit of (arbide into ench inlwell end veploced the cork 4
slosed b blzhily.

Uhen carblde i webted 13 gives ol ascolylene gat,so when
ounr heacher pulled out the corks to mack the regishor a c0low
wrod gbroan of froth whileh pmeldt Like bhad ogren or
o down bhe desk top and deipped onto the fLoor.

Afher the nmess had beon cleanad up and something like ovde:
Aenin eosiored in bhe elosiros,overyons wan guostioned ahou
who wans the caungs of Atybub asfthe jeadinsster seld, v it apocars
Lto be the work of iuter fobody. 3o the whole class of 533 had
to atoy in all oloybine that afbernoon,

Phase wers ohviously only btwe or thres exnmpics of the nany
prenks thats we 1Got Up Tovdurdng mny schooldoye,snd T onysell
voen no paint. On the other hand 1F anyonce con show ne o boy
vho hag never Been oither mischievous or in trouble,then I

3 )

wonld gy that boy was chnormall

sowith ol other Sthingg in Lifo,ones schonldays have 1o

%

gnd at some timeo,ond ming endoed chen USlvvgave the orders

ataly

“Otoss Disnlosthet afiornoen in ALugust L9210,
Like ali other boys sbout to stast work on thelr first job
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1 was all sagerness o snter the growa-up world of the workors,

g0 1% is"pérhapﬁ as well that wecannoh sec what lles ahsod when

g

B wa switeh from phase to another

hoe ensuing week was llmsalet Peast wesk, the weok when(in kee-

ping with mogt other towng and ecilties all the local works shub
I 3 h

B

down Tor thelr annual wesks holiday. Howadays *Holidays With
Poayitis the accepﬁ@d vitde da all industries,but in 1921 thot
dadats apoly, ©f one didn'{ save up beforehond for a holiday,
ho couldatt afford one bocauss he got no wage fov the [loliday
weakiyao At was Liveraly o 'Heast Belowe » Famine!™l]

However this dddntt provent me going Lo the Teo

L
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voundabowbs, swings, cocoanut shies,shooting gollovies
2 i3k 9 &

showgand the hout of shalls selling all nanney

hrandy-snap andnuis to chipped potatoss,;pebs and

3

fish,end fripe and cowehool.

these big locel Tadrs with thelr sbeanm engines,blaving crge

ang, sheamvhigtlon, maoke and dunt,src now o dying atiraetion,
and bthe big troetion ongines hauling thelr wagong nd pProve
Lding hobth elestric curvont and Lighbgoar now only o be geen

sy oha

AT

alllens ond MUBEENS,
S0 my lash schoolhoy weeh possed and L preparcd to go to
work on the followlag Hondoy,iitile lkaowing or oven thinking

about what wmisht lie chead for Ne.




Chapier.9.
Long frousers-longer Nays.

The August Benk Jioliday overjand Hunslet Feast with it's fun
and showmen gone for another twelve months I duly presented
myself at the Time 0fTice of liessrs Klison's Alredale Foundry
to start work.

L was fully eguiped with a newspaner parcel of broad and drie
pping wrapped ina blg red handkerchied and a big botile of cold
tea to drink. Dressed in my first pair of long trougers and &
pair of gtrong working boots 1 fet at least o year older and
a foot taller vhen I arvived alnost ten minutes corly.

Paking my board off the hook marked 588,and leflt ny brass
check in it's place, Then I went up tp the window and asked
which way I had to go to the Poundry,but by now the other lad
starting work with me ceme in and took his board out,then all
the other men started to come in as well,

The man in the time office called out %o a bhroad shouldered
men in his thirties to take us up to the foundry with him go
we both followed him, The foundry was ot the far end of the
workg,and as we walked our gulde told us the differont depari-
nents as wo passed theme

The long wide pasnage,or road,wascovered by a glass roof,and

it had a single vaillirack down the middle to allow a vailway

wagor o cone down it o the botiom of the yard if necessary.

The man told ug that this was called the "Arcadet, It was
naved and gave access to all the other depariments,which were
arvansed on each side of it,such as the Plumbers Shop,Mechine
shop, itters,Joiners, Patiern Hakers,ete at right angles to the
road,with the ghores next to the Ambulance Roovm wlght atb the
bottom of the yard near the tinme ofilco.
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A% the top of tho Arcede there was a wide open space with o
wall behind it snd at esch ond, his was called the landing
ond it was also the Febtling Shop and it was ralsed zbout Four
Feet sbove the railroad whieh ran closo un to ity,so that vhen
the side doors or the side of a wagon was lowered the wagon
Botiom was alnost lovel with the Petbtling dghop floow,

fettlers are the mea who trin, clean, srind and olean ovt all
the cores and gand form the rough castines made in a Toundry,
and our guide was o febtiler so he lefd ug hers,

Jow a big red-haired men had caught up with us and he fook
us through a door into the roundry(or Capting shop as it was
called hy foundrymen,"Ginger Jack"as he was called by the wor
kmen was the foundry labourer,the mon of all unskililed Jobs,
and he told us more abhout the running of things in the foundry
than aanyone slse,

e showed us the forémans office and %old us to woit there
until the foreman came,and oz we walbed the foreman came,

e asked us our names then he said: ﬂ%ait there & minutew
and went up the ateps into his office. I+ wos valsed above the
floor of the shop so that he could see all over his deparitnent
through the glass sides whonever he wanted to,

Paking off his raincoat and cap he hung them behind the door
and put on 8 brown warehouge cont and a howler hat(gomonly
called & “pilly Cock"or a "Hard Hat")end returning to us YHe
sald "rollow levand walked smartly down to the bottom end of
the ghop,

Ve Tollowed and came to a part at the end of the shop divided
from the rest of the foundry by a wooden nartition about four.
and~a-half feet highe Bohind thig parbion was another one ui
right angles to it,with benches ot each aside off 4%,
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going vp to the first wman on the firgt bhench,the forenan tur-
to me ans said: *How this is Andy,he's the charge-hand core-
naker. This lg the core -hop,you sbtay with andy and do what he
tells you to dot. Then he book the other lad whoge Tlrst nanme
vos George (o a middle aged man on another hench on the wall-

slde whose nane was Hudsongand told him vo work with that man,

y

A coremakers job Ls to make the cores that form the shape o
a hollow casting on the inside. The nmoulders work Ls %o make
the outside shape of the casting in a nould-hox by ramming
molet sand round a wood,or m@talppatt@rﬂa

The corvomsker makes the cores by ramming Tine moist sand mixe
ed with 2 hinding cnulgion into a nould of %hé regquired shape
known as & "fore Box®. Like the moulders Job 1t is shkilled
work of a speclalised nature.

The lads job in the core shop was to brihg prepared sand fron
the “gandman'to the corvemakers that he worked with. On ny bone
¢h Andy was on my right hand gide,snd on ny left was o gulet
rather religlously minded mon called ®gamayt,end T occupiled
the bench hetweeﬁ theia

Goorge,the other lad did the same gervice for Hudsoh and ano-
ther coremaker called Tomuy on his bench,

Thetgand fontwas a good-natured chap who whiptled chearfully
all day long as he worked., His job waé t0 hring the core sand
in his bavvow to the corner vhere he worked., Then after nlxing
a measured jquaniliy of emulsion mixed with vabter with the sand,
he shoveled it into thevshakertan oblong sileve ghalken backwards
and Forwards by a crank driven by an electric notor,

Phege detalls sebthtled,snd hooks found for our coatbts and “inap®
that is (food)we setiled down to our first working day. (George
was o nonth or two older than I was,but he had a sroblen that
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he
aidn't epply to me, Decause he was smaller than I wasgﬁad dife
\

ficuldy in reaching over hlg benchyso he had to gtand on a
wide hox about six or elght inches high,otherwise he sethled
in nicely with Judson and Tommye.

About ten otclock (Ginger Jack came down the shop to put coke
onn the firves in thetgtovestwheore the cores were dried., He cawme
to Andy and %told him that the foreman wanted the fwo coveshop
lads in hig office. Vping the sand of? our hands we went up
the shop to the office and I knocked at the door,

the Tovenan turned on higtool and called out to ug to cone
in,this we did and stood by the side of his desk our hands
behind our backs.

ge came stralght to the point by asking us our firast nenes,
then he saidgﬁnighﬁ,ﬂov whenever you speak t0 me,or ahout ne
to anyone elge I anm Ilister gewell-understandg when I spevk o
you I shall call you by your second names,but when you gpeak
to any of the men,u mon g entitled to be called [Migter,un-
logs he tells you %o use his firsi nane®,

Then he went on to tell us us the rules of the firm, (or al
least that part of which he was in chorge). They were gimple
and sensible enough,such as no throughing things apout or to
each other,no bad language or cheek to ony of the men,no
stealing,now smoking under sixteen years of apga,ahc,

vhen we returned to our respective henches we were asked W
whot he had said o us, when We told them they all paids "Yes
ne always does thot with new starters,but he's faly in all AL
things end he makes no special favourites of anyhody®,

Then Andy sedd to meg "pon't forget,if I'm away anybine,no
1avkintabout becouse out of his office he can see all round
$hig shop,ond he mlgses nowt) He's religlous as well",
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One of our jobs was to “Mashvor brew tea for the nen who
stayed in the foundry at Llunch time. For this purpose there
were two bilg old fashioned gas cookers about hall way up the
the shopyand in order to have these two kettles holling at 12
o' clock it was necessary to 111 them sud Llight the gas ¢00=
ker at 11 otclock,

They were blg cast iron kebiles cach holding two gellons,and
wator had o be carried from a tap behind the door of the uri-
nal,any food that had to be warmed would he put into the ovens
about hw“f«ngt eleven, If Jack the labourer won not too busy
he would light the zes and £111 the kettles for us,

the surprising thing was that although Kitsons was(for that
period)a progressive firm there were no cantecn facllitlesgand
one had to eat at the worlk hench orx any couvenlent spot,slitig

on a hox any other handy objectl

Yot even so,comparced with the rough conditiong at Teeds
Steal, Works which I had geen when I went in there,this was &
better organiscd and forward looking firm,

he hend of the firm (Colonel Kitson-(larke was roealy & very
forwerd looking man, The firm had becn in the business of Lloo-
omotive building since the early IS 330's,but Like all the rest
of the heavy cagineering fivns they were fecling the trade
slump and it's effect on their order bookss

Jack told ug that when the fivm was busy forty men and lads
worked in the foundry alone,and althouph some of them who
1lived near the works went home For lunch,both the big ketiles
vere always needed to brew the mens tes at lunch time,

jtowever when Goeorge and myself started work there,only twen-
ty-flve were working in our department,and that number Inge-
luded the febtlers aos well ag thoge in the “Casting Shoph.
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Thisg applied to all the other departments as well,none o
the shops had ift's full complement of workers. in fact I don't
think thoat Kitsoats ever worked flat oub again until the fivm
vent on Munitlong in the Second orld yar,

However o8 a boy leaving school and atorting work,none of
these things worried me ab that time,the all-inportant thing
to me was the fact that I wes now a worker. I had on ny first

firat ever pair of long trousers and heavy wvorking boots,and

iy

iy schoolboy knee breeches(Knicker-Bockers)were dlgcarded for
ever. (eorge still had his short school trousers for the first
two weeks at works

fn the first gquarter of this century the usual and generaly
accepted leg-weayr of a foundrymen was "Fusgtiantor as vhey
were generaly known '“Holeskin“trouserse they wore made of a
strongly woven cothon materlal and lined inside,and instead
of side-pockets they had Ifront pockets,with a rule pocket afb
the right hand side,

S50 1 was not alone with my thick warm molesking,alihough out
the twenby-odd men and lads in the foundry about half wore
cloth trousers,and some wore hib-and-brace overalls,

fwo thinge that L did learn on my first norning at work wvere
that when T had to get up at half-past six a.m %o be at work
at half past seven,and we didn't leave work until five pemyit
was o much longer day then going to school from 9 %111 4,

Algo T found that although molten iron ig used to make the
cagtings,an iron foundry is often snything but a hot place to
work in,especlaly in the morning.

Thers was no souce of heat except the tgtovestin which the
corers were dried(or vather literaly baked),nnd very 1ittle of
that heal radiasted out into #he shop, this was hecause they
were closed by flexible wroll Un"type netal shutters opnaratal
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by pulling and endless chain,

one thing that I was warned about that when the astoves were
closed upsalr wes cut off and Carbon Dioxide and Sulphur Diow
¥ide fumes accumulated ingide, o0 whenever the doors were
opened ,one must asbtand hack,and never go inside until the funed
es had cleared,

These fumes were caused by two big open fires,one in each
shove, fhe firves were in huge grates made by buillding thigk
iron bars into the ingide wall hacked with fireclay bricks
to resist the heat. There was no chimney and each firegrate
held about four bvarrows of coke whwn Tull,

At first I wes puzzled as o how the fires kept alight all
night until seven—thirty next morning,s matier of fourteen
hovrs,but when Ginger Jack ezplained it to me I underatood,

During the day the shutbers were left with a pap of about
aix inches at the botitom to allow alr bto reach the fires,
beecause no fire can burn without oxygen. 5o during the day the
neat bullt up inside until it was realy hot.

Jacks last job at night was to go in when theve was very 1t
tle fire left in the grate and £ill it o the top with coke.

Because there was no chimney there was no draughi,snd when
the shutbter was closed the only alr that got in was round the
sides of the shutter,so the fire Just smouldered all night,

mach gtove wes about about 1586 long By 8% wide and 817%
high inside and vegembled nothing so much as a mediecval torte
ure chamber,with no venitilation it could he a lethal chamber
as well if care was not taken,

Phere were iron racks and shelves around the walls,ond also
ivon stonds on the Tloor,and it was on these that cores vere
placed to dry then one clogsed the door agaln,
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36111 the escaping heat dild 1lititle to wavnm the reut of the
cesting shop because along the ridge of the roof,which was
about 30£t highythere were louvres for veatilation.

Thege were realy ncecessory hecduse wvhen casting was in pro-
gressyend the mokémn lron was poured Tron the ladle into the
moulds, the asmoke and hot gases releaned not only from the
molten netal,but also from the red<hot sand and the olly enule

sion in the cores roge stralsght up to the roof,

)

On my first afternoon in the Toundry I was surprised to see
the foreman “Castingt (pouring molten netal from the ladle into
the moulds)wearing his bowlaer hat,

On asking I was told that this was standerd foundry praciice
inall dron foundries, The foreman slways took the biggsest
ladle(in this case Tive tong),and the bowler hat was the trad-
itional headgear of a foundyy foreman at that time.

One could see at a glance that the man in the “iard Hab'was
the foremsn, There were no protective helmets in use then,no
the bowler hat was not Just for show,it was also protection
againgt sparks and nmetsl splashes,

A Tew doys later a nmegsenger came to Andy to say that we vers
both wantoed in the Ambulance Room,so (George and I duly went.

There wos no internal telephone system then so all commune
lcation between the 0ffices and the deparitments was by messen-

gery the varioustghopstcommunicated in the samne woy.

m

It i

-

3 perhaps worth mentioning here,that because the Ambule

ance roon was situated against the main gate, S0 in the cage

ol

of a serilous accident at the opposite end of the works,valuai-
le time would be logt in getting & stretcher andﬁ%ﬁhulance?%m

who was also an agalgtant storekeeper! It would be necessary b

cl‘i-—

o travel back the whole lengih of the works,o round journey
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of several ninutesyof course every“shon'had alirst 4ld box.

In our ecase however it was simply the usual doetors ingspec-
tion of new boys starting work and only involved the usual exn
anination and guestions.

The next time we were sent for & couple of days latber,it
was 0 see the managing director (olonel Kitson-flark in his
private office, On that occasion we had o go to the General
Office where we had to wait until the bell rang for us 0 go
through into hig nrivate office.

ile interviewed each of us separately and he was in no way
pompous or overbearing but in a fatherly way he $old ug that
he was gatigfied with our foremons report. then he gave us o
talk on the fact that we were now employed by a firm nesrly
elehty years old,whose locomotives were known all over the
world wherever there was & railroad,

fhen he told us that when we had besn with the firm for twe-
lve months we could apprentice to our trade,if our parents
agreed 1o it,ond he hoped that we wounld eventualy hecone good
tradesmen in keeping with the firmg traditiono

As events later came ahoutdl never was apprenticed to that
or any other trade. ¥et it is debatable whether in view of the
long depresion years that were to follow,1f T would have been

any bettor off in the long term,when so many good tradesmen

o

had to Join the "Doleyueuss,

In retrospect 1 don't think that very meny school leavers
over settle permanently in the first Job they take on lesaving
aschool,because rarely if ober does the reality match-up to the
inage in a teensgers mind.

Although I stayed on st Kitsons for a year,there were sevolr-

ol things that made me change my mind about taking up coro-

making ag a permaasent job.
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ot the least of these snags was Andy the charpe-hand,or “loe
ading lland"to use the local description of his gtatus in the
core shop, I huad not heen there very long bafore T realised
that he was

not liked by the other workmen in goneral,

some time later I was talking to my father about work,ond he
told me that he knew a moulder ot Xitsons end he had asked hin
what he thought about Andy and the work I was doing,

I liked this moulder hecause he was good hwaoured and helpfull
and he told my father that I geemsd to get on well with every-
hody. As for Andy he t0ld my father "ndy's a good coremaker,
but he knows 1t and he wants everybody else to know it as well
Haryyt (ny fothers first name was Harry like the moulder whose
Tirst name was also Harry),.

There 1s no doubt that if our foreman had been & legs vipile
ant and less keen diseiplinarvianfindy would have boen a pehiy
tyrant to us lads,and the other apprentices in the foundwy.

Howaver Sewell was a hard-headed Toreman who ruled his depe
artnent fairly and without bilas snd never took back his word
once glvenyand Andy knew that and never overstepped the mark
in the shop.

Tngtend he conbtented himgell with making "Sniderenarks ahoud
other men,more particularly if that person hanwened 4o bhe of a
religious turn of mind,or & gquiet inoffensive type of chap.

Thig aprlied to jam the other moulder on our bench, ile wans a
quiet man in his thirtgés and his bench was on my left,while
Andyts bench was to my right, 50 I was direseily in line with
his sarcastic remarks to Sam,or about Zam.

Por ingtance if he gaw Sam gpeak to mezhe would gsay "Dontd
let him talk you into going to hig chapel", Or on one occgsion
whten he was helping hinm o carry a heavy core into the stove
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to dry he called out loudly:i-"is this your sacrifice o the
nord samdy?t sam would just lew that kind of renmork ride and
goy nothing et all in weply o LT.
7 owns bold that Andy bad nob beon made o charge hind very
Long when George and ayself storted work thewe,ond that he hal

LTried bto caune trouble

o~ 3
3

for Ghe

7

(5

apprentice mouvlders,but the iz
chargehand mouidenr nad told him that any comploinbs whout the
1ods in hig deparbnont mugt be made to him personaly;ond notg
fo any obher person not in chargo 0f thems

T4 ig quite possible that this gituation could have carried
on indefinitely,if only he had kepd hig hrouble making inslde

PR

his own deportment and the coasvlng shop,s Jut finding

£ (3

CHAAT N0
one in our deportment would give him thot satisfachion,he tune
ned his obiention to making trouble in other daportnonts.

However more aboul thab laber becausc theve were other refe
gqong why I Telt that I didntt vpelongtin Litsons Toundry.

At the end of the second weeks work there I drew my firsh
veoks wage on saburday norning,but as father had becomne Wil
gmployed when Leeds Stecl sorks closged down alnost on the week

A vhich T had started work I was the only wage cayner now in

*

our hougehold with ny I6 shiliings (50p)a waeka

ihis meant that our total idncone with mathers War pension
plus hig “5lgning Ont noney,ny pmothers 5 shillings o woek 811

owonce for bthe losgs ol ny brother,ond my 10 shillings,was &

1ithle over A2 o weoek, Although not eontirely unexpected,this
was quite o big wreduetion from the wages Father had beon used

1o ot the sheol works.
On the logst weekend of the month,when I ook my board off ith
hook on saburdsy morning there was o lorse aluminiuvn cheek with

it o 1 asked what it was for ond T owasg boldi-mOh thats ¥Your




the wage packets at eleven ofclock vou'tll get a bit of honus
ag well in another packet®,

1 did recelve a bonus packet which contained a halfwcrown(i2) p)
hesides my 10 shillings wage. It was a rule of the firm that
everyone including the boys shared in the monthly honus be=-
canse 211 the workers helped in production in one way or
another,so all were entitled %o share.

Me men received 21 or more according to their Jobs,n trade=
sman getting more than sn ungkilled worker. To a man with a
family even £I was o very welcone addition to the inconme,

Kitsonts was the only firm that I ever worked for out of
mony, that peld the wages on Saturday mornings. As tine went
on I found that there were other digadvantages to Toundry
work besides diret and funes, One of These was that coremaking
and moulding were both jobs that could not be used in any
trade except o foundry,so both of them were what might be cal~
led "pead End"jobs.

aven so,at 8 btime like 1921 when enployment was becoming
seorcer week by weok,Lif one had a job 1t was wiss to stay in
work until another opporbtunity came your woy.

Also I was working for o firm that hed heen building stean
Loconotives Tor many yesrs still using the same nethods. ALth~
ough they made full use of both alectricity and compressed
air in theilr working processes. .

hey had never branched out in any other form of pfoduc%pﬁﬂ
hut this was typical of many old establighed flrng,they apesd-
inlised in one product from generation to generation.

T the case of Kitson's Alredale woundry however the filrnm
not only survived the depression years,but continued in the
game ownership until 1949 before belng taken over.
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Oone thing that made & welcome break in the otherwise monow-
gonous day standing at the hench meking smaller and less
complicated cores and listening to Andy'e gonedited talk{in

which T could bake no parit)was the fact that I was asked(or
1

rother told)bto go errands and take nessages GO otheyr depari-

0GB

im

ments oy the S

[ pot much morve of this kiad of woxk than Georgaeybuts (oorge

1

aidn't wmind ot all,becanse the two men theit he worked with
were much wnore dovn-to-carth and hetbter bto work with then
Andy was,end George would rathoy stoy on his bench thon go #&
errands and take messoges.

in general I gob on well with the other men and the lads in
the other depsrtuments with whom I cane in contact. As usual 14

]

in moagt workshops there was the Beg-pulling,praciical joking,
innitiations ote,but supervision was too keen for much “Horse
PlayPin working hours.

T never went out of the works at lunche-tine from twelve 0'-
clock until one Peil,but stayed 1o the shop to eat wy “inap®
aitting on o box by the sboves with the others who stayed in
(Andy always went oub). Bhen In the time left before the hell
rang ot I o'cloeck I would offen go to talk to the fettlers o
the crane drivoer.

we had two Tifteen ton S.W.N overhead cranes in the Toundey
and the crane driver was o middle aged man. le was very e the
odical,ond he alwoys thought curgifully before speaking. His
asme was Bob,ond his favourite plece of advice was "“Hever say

anything that you might have 1o sccount for afterwardst,

£

There was no yard 0 the works which surrounded by publlce
roods, 50 the lads vsed o kick a ball shout in front of the
landing ot the top end of the Arcado.
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abrictly speeling this was ngaingt the rule

AELALY

nobody complained if no glass was hroken or any damege done,

of the firm,but

iz

but Andy was slways telling the foromen of one oy other of
the departnents that when he was golng out{or coming in up
the hrecade)that some of thely lads wore either playing cric
ket, foothall,or playing cards or dominoes for half-pennyt s,

Tor myseld I dldntt pgive him an opportunity beonuse L only
watohed from the landing,and he couldn't sbtir much up Tox
George or myself in the shop with a foreman Like Sowell in
shatge of it.

Andy didn't like us talking to pceople like Jack or Bob,he
would say that they weren't skilled nen and they couldit
teach anybody enything.

0 things went on until Avgust Benk oliday 1922 cone 8Y—
ound. We 4id not go sway on holiday that veoyyond in point of
fack,the last time we over went anywhere on holidey(if thai
ig the wight term)was in 1917 just before father was dlsch-
areged the Army when we wont to see him ot Mewcasile for a
vieok, T never had another wesks hollday until again untll I952,

T had now worked ot Ritsonks Ffor 12 months,lt was inev-
1table that the question of apprentiseship arose. I could not
he hound epprentlce bo any trade under the age of Thdsnow I
was T4 T covld not be bound apprentice wntil o written agreo-

wos slgned between my perents and the firi,

yoars,ond Lt was legoly binding on all parties concerned.

§ the aprrentice Lloft his employment or the agreenent was
hroken in any wey,his paronts nust forfdét o aunof money (us-
o1y £20). #lso the pocants nusb provide the boy with all the
tools of his chosen trade,and pay all Tees for tultlon ab

4
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In his own %urn the employer was bound by the sgreement Lo
teach the apprentice all of that trade,until he was gualiie
led a5 a fully fledged Journeyman trdddenan. The cuployer
could not gsack or discharge on vpprentice before bthe seven
yobrs tralning waus completbed,except for sross misconduet ot
work or othevrwlise on his mosters properiy.

When onc was apprenticed ﬁh@ wage dropped to three or four
shillings a weck(in my case it would heve 4shilliings and six
pence(22%pland only incressed by & fow poeIce per year.

Ay Tether kvew bthis,and he algo knew that ot any time withe
Ll teenth,

ne next six wecks belfore ny hirthday I would

h
be bringing hin a letier regarding apprenticer shilpe

With that in mind he took me aside and gave me & tulk on
Bho subjeet and asked ne 1f T wented to stay of the Alvedale
PFoundeygond 1 not whal would I prefor doing,

Lothink thot Lf I had wanted to lemrn coremaking under
Andyts supervision,he would have done hig hest for we althe
ough 1t would have nesnt no smali sscrliice for ny parents.

They would haove hed o literaly feed and clothe me for no-
thing besides buying tools and paying Jshilllngs end slxpence
& week Tor aight school legsong,

This L did not want to doyso I told him so and why saylag
that I would bo In a rut and there was no fudbure in thot pan
tleuley foundry for me, hEven 801 didn't dislike engincer ing
and working with netol,

In one respecs Pavher was very broad-minded in the way boys
should learn a job of work. He did not bélleve that hecuuse
o man had peen in one trade all hig 1ifo,that his son should
do the same work vhether he Liked that drade or nok,.

He did not agree with the 01d fashioned diebum thad the sm




should follow in his fathers Foobstepse. e only ctipulated
that every individual should work and earn o living for hine-
gelf in his own wWaye

pealy I think thet he would hove been amazed i I hadsald
that I did want to sbay at Kitson's.

After s pause to 1ight his plpe and feke a pufd ot it dad
so4d "Oh well that's setbled then,dontt say owh *Hil they
tell you,but be looking Tor another job for whon you leave.

T due course dewell the foreman gsent George end wyself an
o1d both of us that our work sund our general conduct had
been good,so ovr names had gone forward for apprentliceships

At the same time he gave cach of ue & lettor vo teke hone
to our pavedts. In o way I felt o bit mean and vwndovhanded by
not telling snyone that I should not be staying on;but Andy's
comment when T told him dispelled that feoling,

Tngbead of giving either of us evadit Tor our work,he gald

thed it proved what & good tubor he wasl lis renotion made me
plad that ny time in hig hands was getting shovter.

I t0ld Ginger Jack ot lunch tlme vhat Andy had sald,and his
verdiet was straicht to the point. "Yes Joayhe likes the Ldo
of having two apprentices to be in charge of. Since he wao
made leading-hond covemalker he thinks he's king of the cante
lLegsbut hetll fall ladshe'll fallls

Tt would serve no usefull purpose 0 gO into & lob of wear-
jaome detail sbout the next two or threc wecks,but Lo cut &
Long story short I net the widow's son “higgertBrowmfoot Lrom
Poscoke Foarme lle told me that he was vorking ot the Copner
works in the Befinery ond why didn't I sy there for a Jobe

g0 T did that ond was accephod.so I gave wmy wecks notice
Teave ob Kitsonts and drew ny two woeks woges,and o Lt was
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the end of the month ond there for "Bonus Yeok"l algo got my
half crown DONUS,.

T4 was the biggest wage that I had ever dravm,and in o way
ifelt roather importent,yet ot the sane time I folt o bit dow-
caat end aporchensive because 1L should be working at a big
works that I had only secn from the canal bank and [ didntt
tnow whet kind of work they did thera,

Tn 8 woy it slaply omphaslged the fach that for bebter ox
fop worse T was now a worker employed to do whabtover work was
ockod of me by whoever was my boss at the time. Boyhood was

now fast receding into the background ag only & MeMOTY.
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Chapbere L0,
Other Jobs-(Other HBossed.

A wise man once geldi-tInthe exchange of Jobs tho workman
changes 1ittle behond the name of hig mastert, My father vsed ¢
to put 1t Ingenother way by saying?-"Iii doesn't matbier vhos
shilling you spend,you only met the sane for it whew you take
it to a shopyneither more nor less',

He would also add:=*It depends on what you have to do to ged
that shillingg®

The above quobations Just abowvl sum up ny own exporicnces al
work, ‘the two thingn that count most in any Job ave il you are
contbent in the work you are doing,ond the reward you recelve M

for dolng 1t

1 knewy that the Yorkshire Cooper Yorks uged copper and o 1ot
of gowl end coke,but I had no ides what the end product was.
gtarting feon the Plme O0fflce I found that every thing was
enbivoly differont to suything that & hod over gecn or boeen

old wbout,

o
X

This firm(a large flem)used time cards and puach clockg,end
my clock number was 558, L waes given & Job in the drawing mill
on 8 drawbench working with a man called & drawer.

R

fhe Firm all kinds of tubes fwon copper,brass,end all sorts
0f non=tferrous netal alloys,oand my jobh was 0 be the *Doguert,

The “hrawertfed the tube into a die which was the slze the
finighed $ube had o be.Then I abteched Lhe HHogt e grip the
ond of the tube,at the samne time hooking the dog into an onde
teas chalin wihich trovelled along tho drawbench.

it was o monotonous,dirty Job because everyithing including
the bench wan greasy,but taken all round I 1ouméfmncxinteresw
ting than tho foundry hecause there was much more 0 0.
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There wore three draving qillg and each of them wag muaeh bl g~
gor than the foundry at Kiteonts,and an they all nad glags rocd
veos they were nuch lighter to work in, Yhere were other diiffor-
onces ag well,one was the huge clock which had two Taces A OM LYt
ating not only o.i mill vhere I worked,but MOe.?,and 1103 milld
alsoe

shere were L4 drawbenches 10 HolTl.niliyend conslderably more
then thed in each of bthe other two nills,so the congtant smell
of hot'011 ond the endless elabier of tuboes and the rumble of
maohinery wadc on atmosphere that I had never cacountered any-
where Delorc.

dveryone exceph thone employed on o conatents process which
could not be left,had bo slock thelr cords not only at morning
and night, ouL aftar the meal hreal as we alle

Anoth@r thing that was both new and novel bo me was the works
pollicensn, He was & uniformed policenan of the then Yost Riding
foprcee,and the works wab covered day and aight,oend the police-
man on dubty had full authority to stop and seoxrcl anyoneg lede
ving the works.

Phere vas 8180 & Works cantecn,and everyone excopt those on
continuous jobs had o go Therc ror meals. It wes divided into
thvoe seohiong,ono for moen,one For wonen,and one for the agtalfe

o veoch the cantesn onc had to pase through the Tine foice;
and no one wes allowed hack into the works wibthout cloeking in
sgain before sterbing U binGe

Thig was o complebte contrast To anything that I had secn at
either Cibsonts,the stecl works,or ony of the other vorkshops

5,

what o knew about. The Coppor vorks did have cone thing in GO

won with the others, fanilities Tor washing ones handg were

congpicuous by thelr complete absencal
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o clean the grease fromgyour hands one ltent & ragd or o
picce of waste goaked in pareffin aear the drawbench,ond then

2

wipsd#d them on o bit of dry waspte.
I had not worked at the Coosrner Works very long b@forg T had
my filest @yemwiﬁﬂesa engounter with sudden death,

Tike many other Hunslet ®Kldavl had seen corpoes brought
into thetfead pouse(the ﬁertuary) ot 014 4111 Tene or Thwalie
fmne, The lnguisitiveness of youth mede tho mortuery o place
of gloomy interest,and I had often seen "Floators™in the rivers

In foct most of us knew o widowyo niddle aged wonen who had
the rether mecabre job of washing and "gaylng Out*theget tiiie?
on the slab, By standing on someone elses hack one could see
through a venﬁilator onto the aslabl

Yot I had never beon "In A% The pealbhvso Ho speok belore
that fopey night, It had been fogey alidl day oad os darkness
fell the fog pecane thicker,so by the time that we were clock
ing out ab five o'eclock,it was impopslble to see more thaw
fonrpor Tive yards and we soon logt touch with cach other in
the darkness. |

Tor the henefi’s of anyone who cannot remember ths days bee
fore smokeless fuel and the Oleon Alr Aebs,the smoke fromg
domestic coal fires ond factory chimneys turned vhat would

1]
£

bheen a grey or a yelow fog into hlack"smogtwhich tasted of 500k
and made ones eyoes smart,
as ¥ walked up the lane towards Stovrton I saw a 1ight bobw

Bbing along,and as I caught up to it I reallsed that 1t was

&

my old friend George the gendbont men, e was cavriying
hurricone lamp 2nd he was on hig way home after leaving hig
hoat ot the gtailthe,

Au I was noy worklag I didn't see george as often,bhut we
nad never losh touch,so we walked on together. As we went
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throush Stourton towards Hunglet the fog was even worge in

sthebullt up arcasond 1t wes okmnst piteh derk ncor the high rail-
way ombankment because the old Tashioned gan lemps only méde
smell clreles of 1light hear and there.

1% was here thet a motor coach passed us traveling very
slowlye. Then suddenly thore was & shout and the nolse of bhrek
kes and people running,so Georde and I crossed the road to
vhere the bus was standing at the end of a street.

Tn the Llight of the gas-lamp I could dimly sce o cowgand
behind the cosch we could see a heap, The Light from our lawmp
shone down onto it,1t was o man and both the back and the
front wheels had run over his head and one hand crushing
them o pulps

As we turned to come oway I heard some onc sayi.'le was dxd s
ving that beast-the bus driver couldntt help running into him®,

L for myself,for several days afterwvards 1 couldn't look
ot the meat in o butchers shop window without shuddering

A fow weeks later T met the foremon patiern maker at Kitw
gon's one evening vhen I went into Leeds. He was & friendly

type of man,and after asking ne now 1 wan going onyhe told me
that Andy the chorge-hond covenakey was Now o moeh diffentnt
men b0 get on withe

T4 seemed that he had causged o showdown with the lads only

o weel o dwo after I had left Kitson's,by helag wmore than

usualy offensive about them playing foothall in the Arcade.
g0 two doys leter os Andy ceme down the Arcade Ho go oub ab
10 otolock,vhey were laid in walt on the handing,ond as he
passed they wombarded him with lunps of cloy handsidll of web
gand ,broken coves,end a few cholce nanes that they called him,
Obviously the mensgencht wanted 4o know the cause of the
digburbonce and uproay in the works,.
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Lfber the foremen of the departments where the voubths cone
cernad workedhad told thoe works wanagoer wiy the lads had rebe
eled against hdygthe foundey foreman was sont for and inshd
ueted to tell Andy that in gpite of the fact that he was o
good tradesman,if he didn't leave lads from other depaprinents
atone he might cease %o be in charge of anything in future,

10 reburn to ny work at the Jopper Works. I now got a dif
Terent job instesd of working on o drawhenchs

one afternoon the mill Fforeman sent for me to go see him in
his offico and I wondered why he should want 0o sec ne, His
ofTice woag almoat opposite the end of the drawbench that
worked on,was it possible that he had seen me do gomething
that I should not have done?

I knocked ot his office door and went in,bhut in the event I
was surpriged when he said that becouse I had worked in o fome
dry he was geading me to work in the refinery,and I should
have o stavt work at 6 o'elock newt morning.

It was o long walk to the Conper Vorks from whore we lived,
the distonce would be about two miles,so 1 set out o Litile
after 5 a.m to he in btime for 6 o'clock start,

vhen I syrived atthe Time Offlce the night tine ke ver was
gtill on duty and he told me thay I had o acw nubber,and in
future my number would he 166,30 I clocked in on T100 to b3 1)
200 clock and wenk on into the works,

furning lefd instead of right ag previously I walked the
full length of 0.2 and Ho.3 mills along the landing,and tha
turd right throvgh the Pglrveing 11111 where the nlght shift
wag just finilshing work,then across the yard into the refin
ery wy destination,

As T had been pasusing the works previougly I had ofien won-
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dered what kind of work was done in the long hullding with five
chimneys that one could sec from the canal benk,now I was aboub
5o find out for nysell.

T knew that it was sone kind of a “(asting Shopvbut as no-
body except those with business ia there,and the men who work-
ed there ever went in there,that deperiment was Literalyvout-f
0% Boundavt,

30 in I went and walked giwaipgh®t down vo bthe furnace that
yau in use, The furnace gang was just arriving snd the told
me what ny job was o be. I had to gtand beside the Turnace
and open the furnace door Tor the ludles and close it spgain ag
roguired and take the ceng up to the centeen to “laskPthe tea
etc for the meal hreaks.

This was a btwice-a-day ritval becouse we had o breakfast
half-hour ot 8 otclock,and o mid-day lunch hour vhen cagbing

1.7

that doy.

wes finisghed for

Maeat I had geb theriashingsof teaycoflec,or cocoa mixed

\..a

with sugar and condensed milk end screwed up in & plece of

rt n

newspapers These had Lo he scraped off the paper Into the app-
ropriate cans,then putting the cans on Hwo Lloag sticks which I
coyriedgone stick in sach hond with 3 cans at each end of sath
stick,

On ayriving at the canbeon which I entered throusgh the Stafl

1,

door, the ceng vore filled with boilling water and I then had %o
carvy them bock to the refiveyy ogain,

After our meal the men in the furnace goang charged-uyn the
the furnace ready Tor thenext day. The smeller hand-fired fun-
naces hoeld twenty Ffour tong enchyand the blp Siemens-Morten
gas furnace held bhetween 30 and 40 jong,

vhile chaprping was in progress ny job was to hring fireclay
for the ladles,snd ganister snd loot-clay for sealing the fur-

165




nace doors with, #lso I hed to the stores with & harrow for
any stores that might be regquired in the nexit 24 hours., If
there was too many itemsn for me to handle,the shop lahourer
was sent 0 helyn ne,

This done and the furnaece charged and sesled we washed ouw
hends in the hot water in thetBosh'where the red-hot bhillebs
vere cooled when tbtaken ont of the moulds when casht. There was
8 tap for drinking water but no washing facilitios.

Then at 3,30 we tool the long trek back along the the mills
to the time office to clock out before going houe, I had geen
"Digpertand the gang poing home before,when I was working in
the mill,new I wes one of the vBlack Gangvend I knew how the
copper billets which I gaw in the »lercing-unill worse nadc,

e uged & conslderable amount of powdered charcoal,and this
together wilth mould oil,dust and sweat node vg the sane 00l
our &g colliers,and az wewore clogg o work in poople often
thought we were as we walked slong the voad aand throush the
strects home agalin,

In general I got on very well with the furnoace pang,snd T o

Lol

always got a three-peany-piece or gomne"@oppurstivon soch nan
Tor ves mashing,ond one of the two ladlee-nen "Big JTimfta (onse
dien was my favourlts. The other ladle-man wans a had tenperved

A

iragible tyvne and ag there waz no love lost hebween®ilg Pomd
and "Big Jiat Jim was a valuable friend fo have ahoutl,

By and large T had got the jJjob that sulted me and I wonld
have been hanpy o work in the refinery all the tilne,bhutlike
avery other branch of eagineeving the Govper jJorks was far
from helng on full production in 1922,

so mpeh 8o that one furnace could produce onoush billets to

last Loy another aix weeks,after oaly nix weaeks eantbiag, So I
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nad to go back to work dn the mill wntil I was neoded egein in
the raflnery,

An I was not now repulaily working on a drawboench all the
sime with the seme benchman I got quite a variety of jobs to
do,thig in o way did have some advantagoes becaupe I didn't
becone bored by repitition so much.

vowever thore was one disadvantage thet made o digndvantag
congiderable Tinancial drop for me, When I wos in the refinexy
5 got about 3shillings and gixpence(iTE)) a weol fox "Tea oo
hingyoend I did not get any “Tipstin the mills ot all,

. hod an agreement wlih my parcabs abvout pochket money. My
Pother insisted that any money that I ecarned for nyseld apary
from my wages I ocould kecpyprovided that I gave Mother all my
wage which was now 12 ahillings a weclk,

when I got no other mnoney except my wage I only got one
ahilling and tuppence(Tple weck pocket méney,s considerable
veduction for me.

g0 switohing over to my leisure timo activitics,vhen I had

extre perks such as "Tea Honey"l was rich enoush to go into

vo bthe ity Verilebies for sixpence (24)in tho Gallorny

[

heads
(commonly called “The Gods®)on apburday night,

For the sum of one shilling(5p)icould have a good nightwout
with cheap swects at buppence for foupr ounces,or neanuls and
vadaing,fried fish and chips for % pencesand gtlll have a
penny left for o tram pide half vay home,

ohviously when thig opulence was not aveilable,o much chea-
per entertainment was called for, the loeal clnenmag were chewp
with seatbs priced threepence, fourpence,and Slxponce,

The chespent seals were st the front nearest the scereen,
they were long wooden seats mpadded and nade to Lip up bhack-
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40 for an overnll oublay of threepence plus one penny for
mint rock,coush dropssor peanuts,one could have two hours of
sitent vesterns,conedi,or thrillers!

on Seturdey afternoons there was 8 matilaee for children,ad-
mlsnion was one penny,and this csused 1t to be called the
wpaany Rusht. fhis cabored for children uader gehool leaviag
age;hut actualy o Lew mdersized or young looking fourtcen
yor olds often sneaked in for a peiliy.

for this vroason the dlreman(or "Doorman®jor as he was often
nalled the vOhucker Cubvhecause he was olso the vhoucor!,was
vsualy shood begide the box-office window to PIeVenh ovey age
#illekers Insfrom nleking in as gohool childrer.

T wmust adonit that 1 have occaslonaly managed o BOhookelt-Int
at gone Witicksswhere I was nob too well knownl '

At that time empby jom jars wero returnable,and ong or two
enterprising plcture nousegaceepbed two Jam Jors lnstead of
o peany for the "penny Rush®,

clneno was on on igland sit

N -

Ouy loocal

» composad of a blogk
of property triangular in shape, that was fork hetwesn Branch
chureh Street and Church sitrest,and facing the end of Jack
nanee It had two side exits beside the foyer EIETBN0g,

ane aight I celled on one of wy wabtes wio Lived intPlevna®
and ag he was golng Lo the Uilliard room over the cluemo I
wony aloag with hinfto teke a negiage 1o hig fathors

©o conply with the law,the billiexrd saloon had to have a fls

enoepe beslde the Lront entrance over the shops ot the frond,
ghin fire escope was divectly over one axit of the cinema
and we weat in that way. veltts fathoe was playing vhen we
snbored 50 we waited and watched until he Dindshed his gane.
inthe meantime I needed to digpence with the surplus fiuid
inside of we so I stepued oulb onto the llre oscape cloging
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the door behind me, It was guite dark in the yard so I stood
cloge to the wall and peed down 1t,

Just as I put away my proof of boyhood and stepped back into
the billiard room doorway,the light over the cineme exit came
on and that door hanged open and the "Chucker Oulbtgtepped out
Just in time to recelve the liquid offering from above!

Of cousmse he was furious,;but by the time he had dodged the
people coming out through the doorway and climbed the fire-
escape 1 was back 1In position watohing the game on the neavost
table to ug and walts father had finished his game.

50 Walt pave his father themessage,and hls father gave hin
tuppence,and we went out through the entrance at the other
slde, Then we called in at the fried fish shop al the front
for a pentorth of chips each(with scraps on),

48 we passed the entrance to the yard again to go down Chup-
ch street,the angry "Chucker Cuitwas Just saying in a loud
volce 10 the cinems nanager:~"1 aren't 'ere 10 be =wewmwe= well
mmmmmm on by anybody!

such inecidents were not uncommon then in districts like ours
nor wag it unusual when the "Penny Rush®came out on Saturday
afternoon to gec a yow of small boys "eeingtat the kerbslde.

Although all cinemas displayed notices to the effeglt thatl
"Ohildren in srmgtwould not he adnitted,it was quite common /8
for young babies to be smuggled in under a womans shawl,

If the child was noisy the resgpongible perdon would be askel
to leave by the attendant,but often someone would he breast
feeding a baby during the £ilm in tlre smaller cinemas in the
poorer digtricts,like the Pictodrome in Hunglet which I have
Just mentioned,

It was quite a common thing when pagsing o house in sueh dis.

tricts to see a woman gltting in the doorway,or even on the
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doorstep breast feeding a baby(in suitable weather)and holding
a conversabion with a neighbour,at the same time getting the
benefit of any"lresh?tair available,

PLfty or gixty yvears ago nogt children were bhreast fede. Bob-
tle feeding was looked upon as belng mogt unnatural,and only
to bhe Eg/¥hused in cases of grealt necessity.

indeed one often heard remarks passed such ag "So-and-jJ0's
kids look as if they'fre been brought up on't parish pump an't
milk tinv,

As fresh nilk was delivered in cans and meagured out on the
doorstep it was always & source of infection. Yet more years
pagsed before all milk was delivered in sealed bottles and
elther sterilised or pasbenrised as a safeby measures

the alternative was thick sugary condensed milk sold in tins
at grocers shops,but most people like ourselves who had no eif-
cetive means of keeping milk Tresh overnight,relied on sweet-
and condensed milk for everything.

it was much more convenlent to make a “ilashing of Tea"hy fol-
ding a plece of newspaper double,placing on it two teaspoonsge
full of sugar,two teaspoonsfull of tea(tea bags had not been
invented then)and then droppimg a big blob of thick condensed
nilk in the middle of the heap and then screwing it up,

One of theese was sufficlient to make a pint and halfl enamels-
ware can full of tea,

the mashing/s were put inside my can which I slung on ny belt
together with my snap tied up in a red cotton handkerchief., In
this way my sandwlches or bread-and-dripping kept dry under my
coat Haill when it rained,and both ny pockets and my hands were
free as well,

this was no small congideration on a two mile walk,and much
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pettor then carrying 1iquid milk in a bottle,or carrying a bob-
tle of cold tea.

peturning to the subject of after work leisure activitied,
there seomg to be o general idea that in those days thore was
no permissiveness or imorality,and that people were not broad-
minded ahout the facts of 1ife,

T am of the opinion that this is something engendered by the
older generations tending to seec the best of life in retrospect,
The truth is that actualy fifty or sixty years ago young pee
ople had very few inhibitions then,and although the “Upper!or

tBettortclass people ag they were often called,affected a
More ioly Then Thourattltude towards the “"Lower Classes"lty had
very 1little basis in fact.

there was very little that happenddd openly among the worke
ing class people,that didn't happen among the so called " 3ete-
ter (lass?t people underneath the cloak of r spectablility.

Much has been sald about moral slackness and permissiveness
in the 1970's,but at least people do hehave honestly aboutb
sexual matters. They do not brand an unmerried mother ag a 800~
1al outcast,or the child of such a woman as unfit to be accept”
ed in decent soclety.

After all no child has ever asked %o be born,so why brand it
for something it couldii't avoid.

vy reason for mentioning the moral agpect the way of life is
hecause like every other "feenager"l used my newly acquilred
liberty and adolescent inguisitiveness to find out for myself
just what grown up's did after working hours.

At the ripe agse of fifteen I was in that unigue posaition
when one can still mix with schoolchildren,and algo move in &
grown up world as well(that is if I dida't overstep the mark).
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One thing that I never did,because I never had any wish to
do so,was to be one of a gong. [eny lads after leaving school
elther got together in a gang,or joined & gang alveady oxistif
ing, Inevitably thig led to geng fights and trouble,.

Although rivalry was keen bebween the street gangs and any
excuse was good enough for picking a fight with a gang from
another districtfi never knew of a gang either attacking or
picking a quarrel with anyone vho went about thelr business
and did not dinterfome.

the unwrltten law of street gangs wags=-"Plek your own age
and your own size and 'em ag good as they glve you.

The worst insult was to say about a gang memher that he
gould only "pight young kids and old men®. Mhe only answer to
that jibe was to fight,and no backing out of 1t}

Aetualy I have seen 8 street fight in progress,vhen one of
the gang has left the fracas 1to seec an 01ld or & disabled per-
gon ascrops the main road,and he then ran hack to join in oge
aln with the others.

in genecral the streel cormer 1ads reapected the law,and in
turn the police only stepped in ¥f o crowd gathered and causel
an obstruction. Usualy a sharp “Come on now-brealk it uplfwas
gufficient,afber which the spectators dispersed the show was
over Ffor that tinme.

in those days when everyone,or alnogt everyone,lived next
door o somebody else there were two things that must appear &
1ittle "Out-of-stepihy to-days standords.

one of these was the way that folk helped each other in tilme
trouble. The fack that two familles were not on friendly terms
or that the sons of both houses had been fighting the night
vefore made no difference,if help were needed help was glven.
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If the housewlfe were ill then a neighbour would with house-
hold tasks such ag bhaking,washing,or getting the children
ready for school and gilving them a meal at lunch-tine,

If the man of the houge webe injured at work,which of course
meant financial problems,help would be of a practical kind, A
such ibtems of grocery,vegetables ote(0ften given by the strest
hawkers)'Until better times luvt, Often a strect collection
would be arranged among the neighbours;especlaly if there was
a berenvement in a home,

Any one vho didn't elther offer help or contribute in some
way in guch casges would be in no doubt as to what their nelg-
hbours thought about them and thelr Scrooge like attitude.

They would be “gSent to Covenbryvin every sense of the term.

That is if they were in a position 0 help the family in
their migfortune at the time when help was necded.

The general attitude to helping others was:~"¥ou never know
it might be my turn to-morrown,

Another unwritten law of the streects was that one didn't ine
terfere in neighhours quarrels,or in rows between husband and
wife no mativer what you thought about it,

yhen anyone was so quarrelsome and rowdy that they were a
nuigance to the other folk in that street,their neighbours
applied their owmremedy effectively as I sald in my opening
chapter,yet if life was rough it did have it's compengationg
egpecialy for young and active folk.
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Chapter.il,
AT Night In TowneThen.

if money was soarce,which it often was I simply wandered
apround home. On & wet evening I would eibher stay in and read
ov eoll to see one of my friends. Thig left my pocket money
intect for Friday and Saturday.

T wan never interested in hanging around street cornersyond
being & good walker I much prefered to go for a valk away fron
the some streets that I saw every day. Gven in winter I would
much vother go out than stay indoors after working all day.

One way of having a cheap night out without staying around
home was o walk into Leeds on Triday night. Sebting out aft-
o1 ten T would walk along lunslet Lane and elther turn off at
Rlaek Dull streot to go into Leeds over Crown Polnt Bridge,or
go straight along Hunslet Road %o go into Brigeate and the
city centre.

nven 1n the 1920's the shops were all open until late at
night,not only in the centre of T,eeda,but along Waterloo Road
and Hunglel Tane as welland shoppers thronged the pavenents.

on Triday night cspecialy at intervals of a few hundred yards
there would be disabled or blind people selling ma%ches?laying
an instrument,singing cap~-in-hand,or just openly begeinge

However much people remin%@e about thoge times,the fact re-
mains that there was a very sesmy side to 1ife then,and the
seans showed all round.

Lecds Markebt like the shops was open late at night algo,and
in @eorge Street behind the covercd market there was &lso an
open air market whwere stalls were let to the traders who hip-
them from the Markets department.

This was known localy as "T'back o't arketvand mogt of the
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traders had rented the same stalls for years. fach one was an
individual in his own line of businegs,and each one had hig
ovn line ofvpatterwith the rkdtoric of a falrground show-man
to draw the crowd around his gtall,vhile the "Backchat*between
the stallholders provided an attraction as well.

There were nany exampley of thig "pattert. For instance
Rhodes thet"Potmantwho gold household crockery,mostly U"sSecondgt
it is true but nevertheless serviceable.

Ile would hold up perhans six small plates with a shout of;-
wiyre yrtare ladies,give us five bob(filve shillings)for thesew
no three snt gilx then,Nof Well give ug 'alf-a-crown then come
on} They're cheap cenough to throwgiat your Paddy when he comes
home drunk from the jyoodpeckerilfio,well lets try summat else M

Another brader would be shouting:- "f,ook 'ere-solid gold
watehes! Only five bob apiece~I8m giving ‘em away! Then prob-
ably some ®yittin the orowd would shout; -~"Aye,we knaw ©'same
gort o'gold as they make brass candlesticks out ofit

Also there was AL Sloman selling tollet sosp and offering
to eat it to prove itts purity. While next to him would be a
stall with hedding and curiaing. ¥ebt another would he selling
remnants of floorcoveringg,such ag linoleun,staircarpet ele,

One trader who was always sure of a good sudience wag the
seller of cheap swects and chocolates. %@eit they were mostly
old stock bought in bulk from warehouses he always 4id a good
trade among the bystanders,

tome onyhe would shout."Leb's treat you and the kids ladies
watch this hage Therts a quabter of —---,and a guarier Of ==
ene g 8, UATEEY Ofmwwmw, i box of Liguorice Alsorts,a bar of Nut-
mill chocolate,and & har of (Cream €hocolate,give us a hobh for

the loti Come on now who wants another bhohsworthew
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there were also the “(Crocuses"(the "juack noctorsy)with thelr
self made and self styledvMedicalvremedies. They were clever
exponents of the art of convinelng people that the pills,tab-
lets,selves and ointments ete that they sold could relieve or
cure almost ony known ailment of the human bodye.

It wasacenburies old proffesion and they were adent in the
art of making the most exbtravigant claims without saying any-
thing that would put them within reach of the law.

Ainother Teature of the clty streets was the “Barrow Lada',
Tn 19%0 it was estimated that there were in Leads about 80
barrow boys trading from the kerbside in %he city. The making
of the hand-barrows was specialised Jjob thay provided work

for threse or four wheelwripghts localye

the hand-barrow differed from the hand-cart in every way.

soth had two wheels,but whereas the handcart was built of
thick,strong m@%rial with large bthick wheels and a pole shaft
with a crossplece,the handbarrow was built of light wmaterials
to avoid unnesessary welight.

1t had a longer body made with 1ight flexible wood,with shal-
Jlow sides to display what the vendor was gelling. It had two
ahort handles to push or pull,and much lLighter wheels than a
handeart. It could hold 3 or 4 hundredweights of frult or veg-
ebables sufficient a man to wheel about the gtrects.

The Barrow lads day was & long onesbut he was hig own hosgs,
he must be at the Market early to buy from the wholegaler.and
ot weckends he was at the kerbside ©ill tabe at nipht.

lany of the barrowboys worked the streets that were reach-
able during the other days of the week,while some acted as
norters for the frult end vepetable merchants in the liarket,
but it was from Fridey evening until late gaturday night that

76




barrow men came into theite own in the city centre's shopping
streets(that is those where gtreet hawkers were allowed).

Another feature of Leeds night 1life was the boxing boothse.

some carried the deseription of “gporting Clubs',thore was
one in Holbeck near jeadow Lane,and another in Kirkstall Road
avea., In these the contests were held between members indoors,
But perhaps the bhest known was leglops.

vhen T went into Leeds via Crown point Bridge and dirkgate
I passed Heslops alb the end of Rast strect, It stood on prive
ate ground behind a hoarding in which wesga large double dopye
way which gave access to the open gpace in front the "jtadiuw
ag Lt was described.

The actual stadium itself was in an old bulilding in front of
whioh a wooden rostrum with a canvas canopy wasg ertited,

i wag friendly with a lad about my own age who lived in yad-
dington's Yard at the foot of the bridge,almost opposite lesle
ops,and when I called for him if Heslops was open we somebines
went into the yard to listen to the "Barkegﬁgee who went in,

H
There was an evenings bill of contests between young hope-

%,

fulls(mostly locals)from 14 years old bto adulbts. They were picr
ked from smong previous contestants,ond the top pursc for the
evening would be no more than £5 Ffor the winner out of two
#*p-and-Comingst.

fhose youths from the crowd who accepled the'"Borkers'chal-
lenge to fight three rounds with a pieked opponent,would get
&1 for a clear cut win. He might also get the promise of 8 ro-
turn fight or a billing egainst another novice.

The challengers on the rogtrum were for the most part the
wpruiserttypesand while many from the crowd who accepted the-

ir challenge were “Greenhorns',the challehger night find him
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gelf challenged from the erowd by a rugged vetoran of many
strect Tights and brawls. Since he had challenged all comers
he had no alternative 1f the man was gober(obviously drunks
were not tolersated),

Mere were boxing "himporiumstsnd t3tsdiumsgtin most big towns
snd cities,and the boxing hooth was a comuon feature on mogt 6
of the fadrgrounds. invarlably some of their gbafis had a pro-
portion of broken noges and wauliflouBr'edrs.

Yot in failrness 1o them and the c¢lientelle,many of our sucw
cesfull boxers have progressed upwards to the proffeslonal rimg
from the booths with their flaring naphtha laomps and glaring
arclights.

As one walked over Leeds Bridge end burned along Hunecan
Streot to Vicar Lane,or turned along Boar Lane,or aven went
shbraight up Brgeate Ltgelf,one sow not only the brightly 11t
ghops the kerbalde Tolk as well,

There were newspaper sellerdg,pedlers of all kindg selling
anything from collar studs,shoelaces,mabches,snall toys,art-
ificinl flowers ete,and at intervals stredbuingers copeiie
hand,and handicapped people of both sexes.

inother feature of the night scoene were the buskers who
used Lo *yorktthe theatre gueues and cimema gueues in town,

They welked slowly slongside the yueue ginging some well
known song or hallad,or playing a mouth organ cap in hand.

It may seem curious nowsbut at the time there was no byelaw
to prevent these things. The only provision was that vhatever
the entertainer did,he or she must not agk for money or cause
an obstruction, If one did either of these things,one could
be charged by the police respectively with begging under the
Vagrancy Acts,or Obstuction of the rublic.
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Added to all these were the ubiguitous "Barrow Tadstselling
fruit at the kerbside. The puilding up of the display on the-
so buowheeled two Legged vehlcles cum gtallson =iheacls requ-
ired o cortain okill on the part of the hawker.

4 barrow had two legs at the bhack to enable 1% to shand lew
el,but Lt had no such logs at the front,s0 the display must
be made with most welght ot the backs Otherwlse the barrow
woudd bip-up and spill igts 1oad.

e barrows were not the property of the havkers, they were
nired from the people who built them. The havker pald & fixed
sum per doy or week,and the builders kept them repared as and
when veguired. The barcow 1ads and the other kerbside traders
digappeared, about 1960 when buses replaced trancars. otor T
afric nade kerbside trading too hagardous and ohatrflives

the city in the 1920%g had meny ngharactorss, Mogt of them
wore hormless enough and cavsed no trouble o anyone. They
wore uneciployable for various reagons both mental and physic-
a1l ond had no fixed homede. they picked up @ Living in any way
poguible and either slepb rough or in hostels(or Commnon Lod-
ging lousen funds permitiing.

g0 nome but o few of thenm there was “Aeroplane Jack® g "ood-
Dhine Lish,uJinay Ot peary™,"0Ld HLvty whigkergt st ronny No Legs!,
ang wohufl-chufiv.

cokon in that ovder "Aspoplane Jacktyes o harmless Little
g who walked about waving hig ormsg vound Llike o windmill anl
ahoublng checrfully. wigodbine Liztdressed dn any old iinery
aiven bo her und pegped clgaretbes from anyone she mob. Jack
did odd jobs for hig dinner ond the price of a nights R ip®
{(ugualy a shilling (5p))e Jimumy OfLeary wai o, middle~aged

L£'79



man who nlept underneath the Arches in I'arsh Lane in a rag g
store. He wondered round the town dressed in o tremcar drivers
overcoat end trousers with a string tied round hig woist on
which hung an enomous bunch of old door keys. He lived hy eot-
ing any food gilven him by shopkeeperd.

One night a passing Policeman saw smolke coming out of the
ragetoresand on going inside he found that OtLeary had sgset fime
0 some of the regs and was sitting there like Pheonix among
the fire. He was taken into custody and put in a mental ingt-
Ltution,

"Tommy lo-Legs'had been born without legs,and he propelled
himgell along with a thick wooden block in each hand using his
armg as crutches. He used 4o pibeh in front of Trinity church
in HoarXiene accompanied by a woman to whom he talked shomew
fully oblivious of passers-by.

The $7in vhistle fHan'was o tall old soldier who played a tin
whistle at the Kirkgate entrance to the Jarkeh on Felday and
saturday nights. lle was always accompanied by a very small old
woman who held o tin mug for coppers for which they always
sald o polite "{hank you',

"HLtty whiskerstwas a man who slept in Benson Strect Bricke
yord, He was unshaven,his halr was uncub,and he was so ddrtby
that no-one would go near him, As he walked he multierad and
grumbled %0 himself. Periodicaly he would be taken to a Work-
hovse for a clean-up and thendischarged again,

“Blue Hoge'and “Cherry Hose'both sold newspapers,and got the
eir nicknomes because of the unusual colour of thab prominent
OrEaL e

These were the best known charactors bub there wore nany ot-

hers besides then. 180




T,eeds had many courtg,yards,back alleys and gide strects runa
ning off boith the main thorvoughfares of the cityyand the legs
fg@uen%ed onegs behind them as well,and they literaly covered a

multitude of sinsg to use a common expreslon.

g

life took place in these

[l

meh of the other slde of Teeds nigh

{
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wehind the Seenestplaces. On aoy night in the week,but more
a0 at the weckend,the ladles of easy viritue plied the oldest
trade in the world in entries that were pools of darkness lege
ding off gtreets 1it only by gos lamps,

There wos another use Lo which the dark doorwoays and yerdds
were put by members of both sexes. It was quite a common thing
for both men and women to go up o dark entry Lo urinage,in
apite of nobices saying *Connit No Hulgance®!

Hobody took much notlce of them anyway,and even the police
aidn't bother too much unless there was blatant exposure or &
very strong prédest by someone In authordty.

n {act even the offence of soliclting in a public place,
only earried a fine of two pounds in a HMagistrates court.

At this point it is worth mentioning what waere descrihed ag
fomnon Lodglng Youses, ALl large towns and clities had Them,
gone smaller onoes 100,

They satered for what were officialy described as "rFersons
of no fixed abodet,thig meant ln effect anyone with no porman.
ent home. Ihinerent labourers,casusl workers of all kindg,and
anyone with no fixed "Roobstand no dapendants,.

One in particular was owned hy Leeds Gorporation and run by
a mansger. Lt had formerly bheen a corn mill nany yoars earliar

in the mid 19%h century in Dyer Streeb,almost vhere [1illgarth

rl
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yolice Station is nowe

b

Thig one was known by the “ﬁ%ating"fraﬁernity of mmgettled

e

men over much of #ngland,porticulorly the Horthern gonntles
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as'fhe Blig Model". Thege larger lodging houses were called
"flodel Todging Houses"and all had +o be registered with he
local authority and open %o Police inspection,

Under a Bye law of TLeeds Corporation,men snd women wers not
allowed to liveditogether in o Common Fodging House,so the Big
‘lodel housed only men,but it could scorcely he called a Hodel
dwelling place in the striet sense of the wordl

The original mill had besn built with four vuildings fobming
the two sides and ends of an oblong with a wide yard in the
middle paved with stone setits. A gate gave adgmittance to tha
yerd,and at the far side of the yard was the "kitchent,

This kitchen was the ground floor of that wing,and it was in
this kitchen that all cooking and eating had to be done. There
wag 8 huge hot-plate about four yards long,snd on this several
bilg cast iron kebtles were kept hoiling all day from very eor-
Ly morning wntil night,

A deputy appointed by the manager was responsible for keepig
order in the kitchen,replenishing the coke fire under the hote
plate;and mopping the stone flogged floor, There were a number
of hare wooden tressle tables on which to eat a meal,and the
"Deputytwashed these and emptied the rubbish bin heside the
hot plate as well,

The only washing facilities were 8 row of ginks with cold
water only in the ground floor ogrging opogite the lkitchen at
the olther side of the yard. The deputy looked after that as
well to keep it clean,

Ingide the kitehen and oppouite the doorway wos a wooden
shop which was open from 6 A.M until 7 P, where one could buy
such hagiec items as packets of tea,sugar,tinned condensed milk.
COC08y afas; cheasa, hacon,nargerine, jam ote,and bhread,

a2y
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If one reguired only enough for one meal o maghing of tesa coby
o, penny (without milk),s bread caka coat three halipence,and a
guarter of a pound of chesp streaky bacon cost tuppence-ha'pny.

There weroe gome hesvy cagt-lron frying pans and savcepans for
the use of lodgersgand if one asked at the shopfone could hor-
row a bhagin,a plabtey,or o pint mug to use there and then,

These were all enemel ware,and underneath the hobitom of each
one 11 stated “"Jecds Tlodel Todging Houge —3holent, Cubtlery was
not loaned st the shop,but with practice if one didn't posess
o fork,one could do many things with a pocket knife and
spoon handle when cooking and eating.

“he way that I got Lo know so much about the Big lfodel was by
mecting a young man who worked at the fopper Works. fle had &
Tabouring job Ln the Ho,2.Mill and he sat at the game canteen
table as myself,

His name was Dlakey,but in a firm which emnloyed several hute

W

ﬂ P

dred men,hils Tivst name way Torgotien and he was nicknaned
#ilackytand that name stuck, Ile told me that he lived in a lod-
ging houge in Leeds,otherwise he had no home and famlly.

One Telday night as I owas standing listening to a Jewlsh ste-

&

11holder behind the iarket selling odd lines in new and decond-
hand foot ware Blacky came and gtood PgHldEbeslde ne.

Ap we talked he told me that he was Living in the Hig lodel,

g0 as it was a cbld night I went back with him to the great
glony barracks of a place.

.;

Seiag Priday nlaht there were not many men in the kitchen and
the shop was ghut. A few were sat reading newgpapers and soue
standing round the hotplate Lo keep warie

i ]

vy first bmpresion as I Jooked down the length of the litchen

£

was of looking along a dark tunnel, It was stone flagsed,and
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from the "fellingv,which was the undoraide of the floor of the

roon above it supported by thick wooden beams,hung the gag-pipes
for the lighits. They were the incandescent mantlo type,but even
80 they seenmed logd in the big whitewashed wpace of the itchene

JAE A

Adber that first alght I called in 0 sec Blocky o Tow times
that winber. lie realy wan?ed to go into wririvate Digsvl//h that

. . . . . joy ok s S o 5 . . s
is lodgings in an ordindry hopsehold where he could pay full
: "? \\,_\ 7

board and lodging. ™
N R

However that was not as easy as one might imagine. Zecause
even with vegular work,a man from a "Kip louge'as lodging hou-
geswere called in glang bterms,was always regarded as a doubtiul
propogition by "Respectable people.

one night I took Blacky home to our houge and my father had a
talk %o him over supper. He told us that he had beon brought wp
in Holifax,but he never knew hisg parents and he had never secn
his birth céritificate.

1ig chance came soon aftor when another labouver started ot
the Copper Jorks and he was sent to work with Blacky. e and
nis modher who was o widow Lived not very f&rﬁﬁ%min iunslel,and
it was arvanged thabt Blacky could live with them ond pay hig
hoard s one of theme S0 Blacky moved in with Jake and lilg mob-

gbayed

her andpthere geveral years.

nig experience shows how deep prejudice vont belbweon differe
ent levels of even working-class soclety thens

sonebines I would go up into Leeds on Saturday nights with &
couple of other lads my own age,oand we would go to porhaps the
Empire Theatre or the Theatre noyal(at that time Teeds had six
live theatres),but more often we would go up in the Gollory at
the ity vVarieties,

e wChucker Oubtvkept his beady eye on ug,or any othor group
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of rebels like us going up into the "Gods"™, Because with pods
ketg fullof 1little oranges oand peanuts we were potential nuie
gsages up there, Invariably we d¢id get shown the exit for
ghooting peanuits or orange pips at bhald heads,or ony other
tempting target below us,or whistling too much.

Lt was about thig time that T thought that as soversl of

LY

the lads thet I knew had got jobs in the pits that I would do

%

the game., 50 accordingly on the next Saturday morning that I
was not working I went along to the Rothwell Hailgh(Panny)plt,
I duly arrived back home at mid-dny with a great sense of
achievenent. Father ag I have gald previcusly was not & stlck-

ley regording which job one didgso long asg one vworked. As 80

moaay of our relatives had worked in the pits L thought that
he would be plessed that I wes following in the fanily foot-
F6eps.

Inagine my anazement theny,when I proudly anounced "I've got

%

another job Pather Itm going driving TY1 golng to work fovr
tharlesworths dovm '4 Rannyts week next [londayt, ilis reactim
realy shook me, who says so?'tile asked. I replied "Bailey hel
underground manager,end theretll be a Lamp out for ne on Hone
day mornin' at sixd,

In that even voice that I had learned nol %o argue with he
gaid,vvrite him a lebter an' tell Him Yat thats chunged thi
mind,-hefair to him}¢,

in a lagt hope that he might give way,and remembering that

£ e

he had once worked down 8 pit himself I saldiz"I'1Ll get two

L33

pound-two-and-gix & week Dad end some’lowance from 'H collicws
a5 wallln

e replied with finality: trhats noi goln',and if tha goes
into a plieyard again I'1) break thi(iude word)neck. I wor
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tramain' dorves(pushing tubs of coal)dahn Brunteliff pit afore
i wor thy ageskeep away from t8 bloody plgiv

so that was that, There was six fet and thirteen stone of
him,and only Tive feet and seven atone of me,and T knew he
meant whalt he said,.

ALl the same 2T and halfea-crown every vael plus nerks seelt.
ed bhigs money @ me at fifteen years of age.

L few days after Blacky got his wpigatrl went back into the
rafinery for another spell on the furnaces,and ong morning as
i eclocked in at 10 to B3I got another shock that [ nave alwa
ays rememberad.

A T turned to go into the works o man was coming oul sup-
ported by one of the overhead conveyor drivers., The mang amn
was 5 mass of torn flesh and muscle,and althoveh the conveyor
mon had made o rouph tourniguet with the shirt slecve ond a
picee of string blood was atdl) dripring.

wortunately one of our casting-pit men waa Just coming in
snd he helped the nipght timekeeper while he was ringing for
an anbuwlance,

7 don't think that I gpoke to anyone before breakfast that
morning, In spite of the heat from the furnace ny face still
folt cold.

T think that if there had been a steady Job in the refinery
for me i could have settled in and progregsed throush £0 manN-
sg o Pfurnace hand. It was the kind of work that 1 uwnderstood
and could identify with.

Ae it was however/T had but little chance to setile asnywhere
into either kind of work bhecsuse I wan ghunted back and forth
betwesh the drawing mills and the refinery.

T waan®t in the mill fox more than ahout elght weeks before
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T was wanted hack in the wefinery again,and no one wonted a
mate who was literaly here to-day and gone Lommorow. 5o Iwas
aiven amall btemporary jobsg likeasori of Juvenile labhourer.

It wos during one of these spells of odd jobs in the mill,
that a vatheyr disgracefull eplsode took place which involved
myself, threemore lads and a girlyvhich led up o me leaving
the Copper Works.

the firm employed guite & number of women and girls. Ho wouk
on worked at night,but during the day wogt of the women worke
oed either driving the conveyors overhead,or in the radiator
pube department. The younger girks slso worked in the radlator
department.

A foreman supervised their work,but all the female workers
were under the direct control of a middle aged,strict and un-
amiling spingter,and her word was law in working hourd.

e egirl concerned in the ineident lived at Rothwell and she
wasn a buxomd country Type.

On that particular day I had been working in the Rediator
department of NO.2.7111,8nd when accompanied by another youth
ny own age @b 12,45 we were returning there,the slzteon year
old girl was wolking along the landing with two more lads.

They spoke o us and all five of us went along to the Peirw-
cing 11411 where no-nne worked during the daye. To cut shortv a
Tong shory,the givl was wearing overall trousers which ghe
willingly disearded behind the big machine for the henefit of
the two who were with her.

ry companion and T took turns tpogsing Outtone watched along
the londing while the obher wabtched the procesdings. Ve had
forgotion one thing however,we were plainly vigible from above,
and o conveyor passed through on it's way taking serap to the
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refinery.

Tn wig-afternoon to my surprige I was sent for to go to the
gencral foremans office,and when I arrived there the lLad fhat
T hod heen with,and the other two were already therej,and it
was gulte ovident that the conveyor driver had given a detall-~
ad account of what had been seen from ahove.

The oukeome of the affair was that the other two lads who
wore over sixbeen and the huxom wench were sacked,snd nygelf
and the other lad recelved a verbal dressing down. Thelr off-
ence was mlsconduet on the premises during working hourd,

Ag usual in such cases 111 news travelled fast,and in a week
just about everyone in the worksknew about our lapse from the
gtraight and narrow path. Algo as one could expect I got a
lTot oftribbingy,"heg Pullingtand not a few rude remarks as
well,but the thing that worried me most was the fact that soo-
ner or later my Pather would hear about it via some of the men
who had worked at the Steel Works and knew him.

A woek passed,then another week,and every night when I went
home I was expecting Father to ask for my version of what he
had ot to know,but that didn't happen and the suspence was
making me realy worried.
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Chantor.L2e
nun Avay-and Reburi.
On the Following sundey norning the weathay was Hrisht and

olear,so after a good wroeakfast T decided to do vhat I often

atd on o Sunday,and that was to go for a good Tong walk.
v that way L thought that 1 might be able to eind o sultable
qolubion to my dllemnia.
14 wag nid September and everything seemed just right,s0 I
went down 014 HMill Lane ond along the canal benk to Knostrop
a1l Toeck. T deliberotely chose tho nt way bto avold any other leds

o misht know neghecau e 1 dian't wont to be drawn into cone
verantion about other things.

grossing hoth locks to the 014 ®miver bank T crosaed the rive

st the taterloo Colliery ataithe and carried on up the cole-
1iery railroad,snd in yhat seemed & very ahort time I arvived
nt Tialton on the Leeds and selby toad.

An old man wes leaning over his cotitase gate and I agked him
the time. 1t was not yet eleven otclock so I decided to make a
goy of it. I had been this way before and T intended to turn
rioht at tarforth nponsn-Roads and come haok again through
aeri 1l ington and yoodlesford then home,

KnOWpﬁ%at 16 T was nokt home at 2 olclock HMother would pub ry
dinner asilde cold to be eaten later. It was a rule in ouy hous @w
hold that what was left over at one meal mugst he used 17, O the

ing must he waated,so that oreated no problem TOr Mee

it o8 1ithle cobiage~nhop 1 hought a bwo-penny packot of hisee
wita,n 1ittle Turther on o notice on a gate sald ariiik sold He
ret, However whon I went to the forymhouse and aslod Lo bhuy scmes

the wonman sald to mo ngVGly:m"This 1o the Tords Doy my SOT,

Jrim

and we must not work ox do any bhusiness oOn the sabhath Day,bub
¥
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I wlll give you a drink youthl®

ke L2

hia she did by giving me o pint-potiull of Lresh nilk,and

£

I can remember now good it tesboed compared with the tinned

a1tk that we used al home,

')

At Corforth 1 decided to go glbraight on instead ol turning
cight as © had dntended doing,but to this day T don't know vhy

i decided to vun awgy. Keeplng atraight on the 5elby road to

the oot and shoe inn and then to Selby Porkgagain @ chose (o

v

#0 o Gelby rother than Goole.
Thanks to the amount of walking that I dld novmaly,and the
good boobs that I was wearing I was ot Selby 3ridge at tealine

go 1 paid the half-penny toll o cross the Ouse,snd carried on

"'!

owords Hull,
GFf course T had sot down atb the roadside at intervals 4o
rogt,even so I found myself almost in thoe town of jowden ag

Y

becoming cold and seelng a Dulch

P

darineas felle Aleo it was
barn near the voadgideghalf of 1t was stacked with straw I
vent to it made a hole in the looge strawsond laying down cOve
erad ayself with i,

Mived out I fell asleep and when I awoke again I heard a che
urch clock stril threa,it mugt have been Howden Church clock,
an. owl hooted I remember followed hy a "Keoc-wlkUos another one
passed over,it seemed the lonliest sound dn the world.

iy teeth weore chatbering end I wos gbiffywhen I roge Lo ny
foot they were too cold to even feel psore ond I could haydly
move them I olimogst crept to the road agsin,

Slmost without realising wvhat I was doing L turned towards
Selby seeming to walk without knowing how. what I con remenls
her is that when dovn broke the ground wasn white with frosbl

o,

¢ mugt have crossed the old Loftsomoe swing bridge and pald

190




my toll to cross it,buti&on't remember it and it was almogy
breakfast time when I found myself back again at jelby Toll
Bridee again,

ihen one of those strokes of lueck happened that seem to oce
cur unexpectedly from no-where.

vhe bridge was Just opening to allow a tug with some boats
to pass through,so everyone had to wait to cross it. As I
stood there a motor wagon loaded with sacks of flour =tc stop-
ped bogide me and the driver leaned out of hig cab to me.

fig muat have been @ nind reader,becsuge I had just bheen wig
hing that I could get a ride on my way home. Jle locked down at
me sayings-vsave s hatpiny kid gerin ‘ere wi' nel"

Tt took an effort Lo pull myself into that cab bubt I did it
and we moved on when the bridge cloged again. [y eyes were
almost closing when he gtopped at a "Coffee Shopton the medn
atreot so I went in with him. I wanted ko pay for my ovm bui
he said no,he'd paid for hoth so forget it.

ile brought me a big steaming pint potfull of tea anddnew
breadcake with bacon in aand dipved in the Tfat, Until then I 2
hed never realised how good a potfull of hot sweet ten tastes
when you are realy hungrey and chilled through,and I folt it
circeulate all round me,

hen he asked me if £'d heen out all night,and I sald "Yegh
50 he said that hetd stayed out all nipght many-a-time sod was
i going fary [told him that T was going to Leeds,

qemarking that it was 2§ miles to Leeds he said:-#yell I'm
#0in® to peckfield and Aberford I'Ll give yer a 11E8% to 'E
Boot an' Shoe ladh,

Ag we got baek into the cab of the wagon I said that I had-

n't seen the bridge kecper take the toll from us,;to which he
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replied ="Ch the Boss pays the toll for thw wagon 'an whoevery
in it,an' wbbody ought ter pay ter walk ovver a bridge anywayl"

T mugt have dozed ofT to sleep befors we reached fhorpe Vil
Toughby,because the next thing I knew was that we had arrived
at the oot and shoe inn where the road forked off to Toedd.

thanking the kindly driver I set out for home again. There
wog not very much motor trafiic on the roads then,end [ walkel
Tike a machine too tired to realige that for the vory flrst
time in my Life I had had a ride in motor wagon.

) ]

Tt owes sbill nod eleven ofeloek when I set out from the Boot

nt

and Shoe,and it was nine otelock and dark when I finaly arrived

W

back home,but to this day [ don't know how [ managed G0 wall

s in thivity-six honrg,

\J

c.i-

more than fifty milc

LI )

Opening the door(it was never locked )L went in cloging 1%

oL . Bl

hehind nme, Hother and Father were there sitting in The lamp-
tisht by the fire,

pully expecting a bicede of verbal fireworks Lt owas o conpe
Lote anbleclinex when Father just put on his cap,Lit his pipe
snd snid ealmly:-"so thats come back thenfi*ll go tell Fomtand
went oule

“Ten he veturned from the police jtation L was say a%y the
$able cating,with wy feet 1n a bowl of warm water wibth a pinch
of aalt din it after having a wash. I went to bed with ingbruo-
tiongs to go on Lo the Police station next pnorning o nake a
atatenent about it,

Going Ho the police Statlon next day i thought that there
would be a lot of expleining to do,hut the sergeant ot the dée
dagk knew us ond only asked me how far I had walled,;osnd never

asked why I did i,

shen T told him 1%d remch%ﬁowden ho whistled and saidg=-"yell
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gou don't seem any worse for your "iorced orch®hut you dontg
do things by halves do youls

Perhans the mogt surprising thing was that when T went in
. 14

3

to work on the Wednesday morning,nohody seemod to notice that
L nadn't been thore for the last two doysee

when T arrived home Ffrom worl that afternoon my sundsy Hine
ner was there warmed un between two plates as If T hod only
been late for dinner, Hothers only comment being:-"You knowy

lad you can always come home when you can £Oo nowhere alse lady

Ass Tor my father,when I explained to him why I hod tried to
run awayshe studied for a minute and then burst into o Laugh
sayingr-mijell you weweee nonkeyl

It was during the next spell in the rofinery that I learn.
that there wag only a limited Tength of +ime for a lod to
vork with the furnsce gang in the refinery.

some weeks previously when the big gas furnace had boeen in
use o younger lad had come to work with us,because with +two
doors and a greater output of netsl more men were neaded,and
two lads ingitead of one.

On the next run when we went back onto the mmaller handefirved
furnacos this led and myself shared the work bebwern us wibh
the gmaller gang.

It was only when the two of ug were helping the Turnaceman

to seal up the doors alber chorping one afternoocn that T roo-
Liged that my job with the furnace pang weng nearly ovard

He soid to me;-"Youtve trained a good successor for when he

4,

taken over from you go back after youtre sixteenn,

I was stunned, it had never ocecurred 40 me that a time would
gmwm come when I wag too old for one job,but not old omough
for the next job in the sang.
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fater before we went home I

I wonrld have to leave the

e saildi-v0h yes,youtll have to

M

onevhiera, thon when youtre old

1 B

st the

el youtll same chanco ag

That gave me o feoling

.53

my feob, How I knew why Dlgger had

hofore [ went In there!

.l“

he work on the Turnaocss was

ma. 1 Liked working down there |

al,the ladles, the red-hot billetls

é_“j'
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.
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sver there was o slack perioi.

Thig waa o syshen that fortunately does not exist nowsit
geve an cmployer an unfailr hold on the workforce because 1f
one were sugpended.in the view of the iinistry one was siill
on the books of the firm ond therefor not eligable Tor any

cmployment clsewhere unlegs hi

-

3 employer sacked himi

o0 accordingly after studying the v"Jobs Vacantvoedveris in
the newspaper [ decided to go after a job with o small firm
of coppergmiths and bragafounders.

e works was ot the far side of town and involved o walk
almost ag long an going to the fopper yorks but in the 0ppo-
gite direction,yet as I was a good walker I did not mind that.

fhere were three more lads Like myself replying to the ad-
.

vert and sach of ug were engaged bto do different jobs. We all

1
]

sore bold the same regarding wages, e would roceive 12 shil-

oy

lings and gixpence o week for the first three months, then i

our work was sabisfactory we would gebt another half-crown &
weook malking our wages 15 shillings o week.
the Toundry was a very snall one with only two Fpit Wires®
dowm in the ground,and large enough to take a 60 pound crucie
ble or "pottin which to melt the metal to make the castings.
there was only the mouwlder and myself? to work therc ond Jad

(that was the movlders name)was an easy nen to “Geb On'with,
b |

Te made his owm moulds with sand and 1 helped by malking the

amnll pound cores that we used in them. We only madse the brass

-

1,

fitbings for the bollers and cylinders made by the coppaersnits
Iy owork dnvolved cleaning oul the ashes and clinker from une-

der the two fires and lighting them each morning,then I foti-

Tod the castings before taling them to the stores to be weiphe

ed and put into their respective bing,
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fhen T called into the machine shop with the box in which I
carried the castings and filled it with the cuttings and bor-
ings from the lathes. There were two turners and a young impe
rover in the machine shop,and thelr job was to machine the
cagtings etec as required,

the brass cuttings that I carried back in the box provided
another job for me. Yhen the "Pots'were worn and would not hold
the full 60 pounds of metal they were passed to me and uging
the other fire I melted the borings ete using the other fire.

vhen T had a potfull of metal I Lifted it out with the Fong
tongs and after skimming off the dirt poured it into the inge
ot moulds and then repeated the process.

nach potfull made two ingots weighing shout 25 pounds each
and when these went into the stores(having first been welghed
by the storekeeper)dack received a honug on the weight at the
weockend. Jack gave me an "Allowance"of three shdllings and six -
pence & week,so I was happy bringing cuttings,ﬁelting them(it
needed shout 3 pohfulls of cuttings to get a potfull of metal),
taking the ingots into the stores.

e had a %tin kettle which we used to make tea hoiling the wee
ter on the red-hot iron plate which covered the flre-pit,or on
two hot $38gingots, The job suited me,it was work that I und ere
gtood,and I was happy &n the thought that in a few wecks time
T ghould get & rise in wages.

However this was not to be. I had only been there about eleve
on weeks when I went in as usual on ifonday morning and 1it the
two Fires thinking that Jack the moulder would coming in late,
but he didn't come in at alll

I went on with my work as usual and about half-past nine the

bogs himself came into the foundry and told me to let the fires




g0 out because Jack the moulder would not be coming in. He algo
told me to go sec gtorekeeper and he would find me a job,

go 1 just poured the metal from my pot into the ingot mould,
and then tidied up again by which time ltwas twelve ofclock and
then after lunch I went %o cloek my card and report to the
storekeeper.

e wag youngish man who combined the dutieﬁggﬁ%rekeeper wilth
that of timekeeper,and he also drove the small Ford wagon when
needed ag well. with a full staff of I8 including the hoss and
hig brother(his partner in the firm),he could easily carry out
all three jobs,.

lHe gave me & job emptying the rubbish bing and tidying up in
the store for that afternoon,

when I clocked in next morning I asgked him what he wanted me
to do. yithout looking up from the book he was writing in he
said quite casualy:~*Ch just go into the shop and do any jobs
they want doing", I asked him if Jack would be a long time be-
fore he came back to work?

uJack wont be coming back here',he replied."le had arow with
the old man and he sacked him on the gpotin

T carried on doing odd jobs about the shop and the works in
meneral,and as I talked to the other men one of the copper-
smiths told me that Jack had been sacked for booking more cas-
tings than had actualy been made,inorder to get more honusl

when I told pad he said,- "im,well watch what you're doing
don't give him a chance b get at you for anything".

It wag now 13 weeks since myself and the other three youths
had staerted work with the promigse that if our work was satig-
factory,our wages would be inoreased after working there for
three months. However on the Priday evening when I went to
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OFf course when I found myself a job I could hand in,or ny
new employer could send in my recelpt card and then I would
get my cards out again.

1t was then mid-day,and apart from neading a meal I also
wanted advice, jJust as it happened dad was working that week
0 T had %o wait until he came hone at nichv.

e was working tn a gang making a new road,and it was part
of o scheme sponsored by the local council(there were others
in various other towns)to provide work for unemployed men,

In order to find some work Top as many nmen ag posaible, two
gangs were omployed on alternate wecks. Thig was known as wors
king "yeeks About"and entailed improving existing roads and
making some new ones,and helping on some other muniecipal
works in the area, On the week that they did not work they "§
wiigned Ontfor benefit at the mmployment Zxchange,hence the
tag “yecks About".

This only applied to marvied men who were eligable for bene-
fit,there was no guch schene for teenagers or for single men.

There was no Youbth opportunities,or job training schemes of
any kind at that time,and the peneral attitude of IHilgh ruthor
seemed 1o bei-"Oh their parents or guardiang will Look after
thent ,hbut there was no aid or "iramily Allowance"to help Them,

iven youths who had worked at the same firm since leaving
gchool three or four years ago wers guddenly finding them-
gelves without a job through no fault of their own.

one bitter comzent on this state of affalrs was:-"All the
gaffers went ig cheap labour,kids leavin' school. ghen they
have to pay you a bit more money they don't want you". itine @
was certainly not an isolated case hy any means.

vhen 1 told Father the result of my interview at the wLab
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our kxchangethe just gnid s="7ell go out and see what you can
£ind to do,it doesn't matter what it is if they pay you for
doing it"%e

The grocer from wnoll We had bought our groceries for many
years gave e a part time job nelping to welgh out flour into
ahbones(I4ibs)d stones,and gquarter stones,on ondays and ‘fues-
days and toking out orders on AR AdS dimursdays and Fridayse

For thig T received 10 shillings & week plug & wrap-up of
hagon spare ribs or a hacon hock,or a small shank on the
fpiday nights

Tt was o good business and he employed bwo full time youths
as well as two adult shop aasistants. Through working port

Tl

time for him I gobt a full time job with a Teeds flrm ol vhole
gale grocers in the warehouse getiting oxders ready for deg-
pateh or gollection,

Phe wages in the grocery tyade were not as good as they wee
re in industry,but otherwise the job did have sone advantages
to offset that, for ingtance one didntt need to bring food o
work,and we were allowed bea,sugar,and milk Ffor our nmeal hreaks.

the only stipulation wasg that nothing must be taken off the
premises withoutb the permigsion of the warehouse Manager. AS
for the boss himgelf was a big gmart ex-irmy officer,a genisl
man who treated hisg staff as friends and was on speaking tenmns
with everyones.

Hy fathers comment this {time wog =Tt regular work and
nalf a load is betbter than no bread at alll" As for mysell I

thought that at 1ast T'd got a job that I could settle down
to beeauge even when bimes were bad people still had to eatb.

After gseveral wecks during which I had got on first name £
s with the warehousc managelr and the clerk/typist in the of-
fice and the rest of the ataff the wiinxtgbruck again,.
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thig btime there wag no warningswhen I arrived for work the
manager  normnaly a amiling leg-pulling type wasg there already
and hig face was grave,and the elerk/typist was cryingt I kne-
ow that something mugt he wrong.

yhen everyone had come in he told vs all the bad news.

our boss the jovial "Blg cheesethad been found dead with his
ghotpun beside himl cutting o long story short the cause was
financial troubleyand on the following Friday night I recelv-
my wage plus another weecks wage 1n 1ieu of notice.

Once again 1 wasd out of a job ond on the gearch Tor another
one,but what and where T had no Ldea.

1ater after some monthg that firm was taken over hy another
grocery firm,but that did nothing to help me then.

ny one of those coincidences that occur in 1ife,on the fol-
lLovwing Honday mornigg as I went along yaterloo poad to go Jjob
hunting I met a lad who went to the pane school ap nysell

e was two years younger than nyself and he had heen work-
ing for & one-man grocery shope T4 wag run hy o mnan who gave
s, bonus of three ghillings in the &AL on all cash purchases.

nowever on thab Honday worning he had not arrived to open wp
the shop,so Tommy wais atanding in the doorway waiting for him,
a0 as it was now nine otelock I adviged hin to ask some of the
adjecent shopkecpors if Mr.Jones had becn Sech. '

wventualy it transplred that iir.dones gidn't put in an app~
earance hecause he was comploetely whroketwithoyt even egnough
money to pay the yent for the shop 1et alone the eredltors.

ghat shop Gid re-open as a groepns,butb thig time the prop-
ricbor was an experienced down-to~-earth man with a fanily who
plsc shared in the vunning of the huginess., Terms were gtrict-
1y cash and there was 1O honug for anyonc.
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Ls for Tommy he got a Job in o clothing factory,so L 8saw 14t

t1ie of hin afterwards,but hig experience ghows how small Huge-
inesses were apolding yphall over the places

1n the meantlme I went to work for & painting contractor who
wyanted a youth %o help the painters on & nousing site,but a.f -
or only six weeks owing to vad weather the painters had caught
up to the builders & prugh-hand and myself who had been the
1agt ones to atart there,were glven our cards and noneye.

on thet kind of work in the puilding trade an employer could
agck anyone anybine 1f he gave the man an hours notlce 1o
1eave the siltes

iy next move was in veply to an advert in the evening papers

Tt wag in a atrect bhetween Yicar Lane and Brigeate in Leeds
and they passed £1lmg on from one cinema to another around
the wWest Riding of vorkshire.

mhe shop was uned ag an office where @ woman in her twenties
ammmmdtMaﬂﬁmmmmzmddﬂiﬂwcﬂmﬁmﬂxwﬂu5mewwsﬂw
gife of one of two brothers who yworked in the cellar under
the shop checking and where necegsary prepalring the £ilng and
pre-digpatching them 88 they came 1in from the various elnenad.

T4 would appear yhat the young woman and her two hrothers
yere all equal partners in the joint venturo.

My job for which L precoived 21,.5shillings a weok,was to take
the cans of film in their sealed boxets to the appropriate
padlwoy Pasrenger gtation,end bring hack any ineconing TLLng.

on the day T gharted work ‘there I asked the npual questlon,
aid they keep o weok-in-hahd? The elder brother(who geened to
ho incharge)said:m“Oh no,we don't keep any doys in nand ,you' 1l
pet paid gtraight up to aaturday on riday nightte.

when T got bacl home that night and told Dad about it he
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%iiﬁ straieht away:i=-"vell it might be alright,but it could bhe
thgg they do it so they wont have to give you a weeks notice
if they want to finish you",

ty job starbed at EYEEY o'clock in the morning with an hour
for lunch at I2 otclock,and finished at § o'clock,and nine
o'elock till one on saturdays.

the film containers viere hesvy and I had a hand-cart to pull
through the towm to the varilous ghationg,but of courge the Tras
ffic was mostly horse-drawn apart from tramcars. 5o I could
dodge in-and-out of traffic like any other lads aid with
thelr hand-carts or bHarrows.

there were about four other offices like ours distributing
£iims from hecds,and they were much older established. Inevi-
tobly as we all went to the some stations the other lads got
know me in the few short weeks that that Job lasted,

1 had just got smettled into the job routine;when one ¥Wriday
evening at five-thirty the elder brother came dowmgtairs with
ny wage ag usual and sald:-"Here you are,thats your wage and
your cards, Dont't come in the morning we sha'ntt be needing
you any moreW.

In anazement I asked him what T had donel ie simply aald -
tothing-nothing,you've done alright-there just isn't a job
for you to do*,

when I passed the shop-cum-office on the next ionday morning
the hilinds were down and it was obvlougly closed. By now I had
begun to think that I never would have a regular job again,
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rhapterells
prugbratlon-netermination,

in the coupse Of 1y job~hunting I came in contact with a
nutber of other lads and men who were unemployed ;and L found
fpom talking to them that it made little or no difference
whether one had learned a trade or not. Because with trade s0
bad the various firms could not provide enough work everyone
even skilled men employed full time,

As far as T owes concerned the possibility of pebtiting a perme
anent job that I could settle down to seemed ag far off as
the proverbilal "ind of a Rainbow".

1n the short spells of unemployment between johs T managed
to get one two gpare-time jobs helping with such things ag
gardening,;hedge clipping,painting,whitOwwashing and other sM-
a1l "iandy-liant jobs for & bit of pockeb-noney.

while I wasg doing one of these "Allowance Jobsvihe man 1 wes
doing the job for agked me i€ L was intorested in a job at a
brickyard,becanse ab the brickyard vhere he worked they wante
ed o lad in the presshousc.

The mens wife tyried to wput fie offreoing bthere to work say-
ing that 1t was the last place for anybody 1o workand all
that one needed was a strong pack and no brainsgi

rowever I wonted & reguler Job so when I got back home I
anked father what he thought aboubt it.

i1ig answergwas bypieal of nig down to earth abtitude to sudh
things,straight to the point and No-nONSeNLCe

wyes I know thatb prickyapd and I know wowd skodgent (the hos}
he said, "e's as mad as they make ‘emghoe'd ag s00D sack yer
ag look at yersend he trents men ag 1f they wore on o atring
for 'im bo chuck out and pull haek when he Fecls like 16"
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a0 with that warning of what the work at the brickyard was like
T duly turned in at the office door on lionday morning at 7 o'clogk
whiich was the starting time.

fhe working week wag 49y hours congisting of five 9 hour
days feom T 4,01 to 5 P.ilywith two half hour neal bresks for
breakfast end dinner(runch)at 8 otclock and 12,30 respechive-
Ty,and 4% hours on Jaburday finishing at L2 noon,.

my wage of £I-Tshillings and sixpence(about hall a nang rate)
was good compared with some trades such as provigion and othe
warehouse work. On the other hand the work was ruch harders

ynowing the rough nature of the work I went in the clothes
which T hed not worn since I worked in the brags foundry. The
heavy boots and rough olothes,and my "gnapttied in a red hand»
kerchiel and slung on my belt with the enamel can with two
mashings of tea,sugar,and condenged milk ingide it,

Wy job wasg known agtPaking Offv,that lg taking ofi the
bricks ag they were made by the press. These were called Wi
con Brickas (they had not been burnt in the kiln).

Tt wos what was known ag o “houble® press because it pres-
ged two bricks at o time and could make 22,000 bricks in a
nine houy daye.

There was another youth ™iaking Off*the same machine with
ne,and he loaded a harrow at his side at the same tine as I
was loading a barrow at my side, ile was 8 big good humoured
ied nicknemed “Hoppy'slightly older than myself and easy 1o
work with,

Another lad worked with us. Higs job was o wheel aside the
full barrows,first bringing an emphty barrow to replace it

Alsso he had to "gpell offvthat ig %sake the place of either
of us who had to leave the machine vnen it was running.
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sach harrow(they were made without sidesg,just a high back
and o flat botiond and a harrow load was T5 bricks. The welg-
ht wasg s0 ballanced that it rested directly over the wheel =0
that the wheeler d4id not have all the weight on hig arms,

it regquired practice to keep a full barrow ballanced with a
total welght of almost 5 hundreweipht of bricks on it,but the
wheelers could not only whecl without tlpping up,they almogt
trotted along the narrow steel platea@lat Sheetstinto the
kiln for burning

e

L

It was hard work on the pregs,;but then there are no eany
jobs in a brickyard} Ohviougly teking the green(unburnt)bricks

%

off the press continuougly,was far different to handling sacks

v

of sugar ond cases of Harpgering in a warshouse,or for that

matber pulling o handeart through thr city streets,

Yat after the first three or four doys when the stiffness
and bhackache had bepgun to wear off T didn't dislike the rough
work +Loo much, ‘Bhere was also the thought of the twenty-deven-
and-gixpence at the week end as well(I3%p decimal).

on all unskiled jobs in a brickysrdgwhen one reachad the
age of elghtecn one gob “"Full Honey'(mang rate). This meant
that Lf T wos stil) working there in a Litile over itwelve mone
the I wonld get £2-I%shillings a week,

The #drawers? and “SebttersYwere on piecework. They were the
men who stacked the (reen bricks in the kiln Lo bhe burnt(this
wasn called “getting™). "Hrawing'was the opperatsion of opening
the chamber and takling out the bricks after hurning.

It wag an 0)d fashiloned vard,and ingtead of haviag oleetric
bogeys to bake fthe bricks into the kikfin and bring them out,
they used the bhorrows that T have described, Thig made it neo
egsary 0 have three men wheellng,making a five man EONG,
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vhenever anyone suggested that to use bogeys would save two
mens wages in each gang the boss always gaid ¢-"1f I want %o
pay another two mens wages thatts my business and nohody celses.”

Another uausual quirk of hisg was that no-one was ever too @
old to work for him,if the man could do hig jJjob then the boss
would employ him. Thig was always provided that the wmon gould
wput Uptwith the tantrums ol the boss and being called ap®Doi
ned (Qld Fool'.

njjoppy*the big lad that worked opposite me on the press told
me not to be upselt if I got sacked because jugt about cveryons
in the yard had been sacked al one various btimes,and then re-
instated almogt immedlately.

hat happened whenever anything upset “T'hig Nolse' s wOwd
spek Himt,nTy Fad tullahtand he was on wthe warpath*. It made
no difference whether the sacked one had done anything wrong
or not vskodgemtgacked the firast one he 80

T never knew anyone who had 8o many unconplementary nicke-
names in ny lifetimel

the pricks even when comingtGrennoll the press were rough
on the hands,and even more so after they nad burnt in the kiln
so the men wore “land Leatherstout from the tops of old boots
or the rubber inner btubes of notor tyres.

Cne day et breokfast time the man who drove ‘the steam wagon
was having his snap with us in the engine house,ond I asked
him if hetd ever been sacked.

"Oh yes',he sald."llore then once,but if you come bhack to
work next day he'll let you atart sgain. Thats 1f he sacks you
but Lf you leave on your own accord,then he wont let you come
pack to work, "Owd Narrer"likes you to know he's ttgoflerw,

i did pet to know later that there was one man,or perhaps
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T should say two men because they worked twelve hours a aghift
o1ternate weeks day and night. They were the burners who were
in cherge of the kiln and responsible for burning the bhricks.

They werc Eley'men becausc & mistake could ruin a whole
ehomberfull of pricka{about 0,000 bricks)so to send the hurn-
s home without a replocement gould spell disasterd

14 wos slmost inpossible to bring an action against anemp-
loyer for yrongfull dismissal,becduse there was no industrial
pribunal ,and the Hinigtry of hLabour did not recognise the
teade uniong anyway oveil it one were a memberi As & work ing
man could not afford legal representation his case was hope-
Tess againnt his bosd.

Although 1t was rough work the men were easy to get on with
in their own rough aowm—-to~earth way and T ot on wekl cnough
with them, Algo ag I gald, the wages were good by comparison
eith other trades.

shen one conglders mat the adult rate for an unglilled man
in mneineering was £2 per weak,and even less thalr that in a
cloth mill for inghance,our pobe of pay was good.

Pather's verdict wos sinply s=tyell If he gives you morching
orders come home,and let ningend for you if he wants you ter ¢
#0 hack. Tou don't have to put up with that sort of treatmenti®

sure enough not many weeks later "Owd Warrer'sow ne vheeling
an empby barrow 4crost the yord and sacked me on the apote

1 got wy cards and money ot the office and went homes 1€
didntt sgend Tor me,and I never went hack to ask for a job.

a0 there it wag once again, the endless and mostly frultless
senrch For worlk, I had long 1ot count of the number of times
that wy nane weg taken down by a firm wlth the promise that if
they had a job they would send for me.
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At such places ag public services departnents,rallway com-
panies and the like,the 11sts of names of apnlicantis for work
were nsbranomical,and the chances of being accepbed for a job
were less than one in a hundred even ofter walting meny months s

aven trades Like alothing,cabinet making,hoots and shoes ete
s1lthoush they advertised in the papers most of the jobs were
for "poys and (irls leaving schoolfor soubworkerst (onen to do
work ot home).

tn all this ny mother kepbt a very low proflle. Motherts atti
tude wasi=nDo the begt you can and I'11 do me best with what
you bring home to keep us®.

As for my father,;he had long gince resipned himnelf %o the
ract that at BT years of age his chances of pething a regular
job were non at all.

wor nyself although I could not draw benefit at the Labour
wxchange, the odd jobs that T gob gqueh ag o shilling or two for
whitewashing & cellar,or chopping a bag of Pirewood for somes
one,and occaslonaly a few ahiliings for helping a boabman to
anlosd a cargo that must be handled like bagg of valony or
myrobalang foxr the dyeviorks,;boxboards or harrels at the soap
qorks a1l made more grist to the mill not to menblon nocked
money for nyself,

Jother knew that if T didn't come in at mid-Goy moat likely
T should be doing somebhing sonevhere for somae-body. Another
sdvantase to helplng o bhoatmon wis that he alwayg gave you &
pint pot of tea and o sandwlch or something To ea% it you
worked with hinm,

At that period in my life £ ned no degire for becr and clge-
aveties,and Father had long hefore cut becr onlt of his budget
and only indulged in a pipe of tobacco. 30 by and lavege we

could wet by on very little without undue hardshit,
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My father had his I5shillings a week War pensBion and hig
"Signing m'money(about £I a weok)s;ond Uother had her 5 shillg
lags from the Awmy per week Tor the loss of ny brother George,
80 ag Pather gaid,we weren't too hadly off,

O course £2 a week left very little for clothes or anuscm
nents but many more Tolk were in no bebier position ol that
time,in fact some were worde.

The numbers of men from eighteen upwards who were memployel
and glgning on at the Rabour ixchange in Teeds now numbered
more thon thenty thousand totaly unemployed, Thig didn't ince
lude thosge who were only working short time three or four days
a veek,and there were many more of these.

guite a lot of the "Out of workstof all aged,but more DAYl
icularly those over forty had given up hope of gebbing work
and Just made the journey to sign on twice a week,draw their
"polemnoney and then spend thely btime as best they could or
Just standing about at gbreet corners,

In thig way their days were spent,zoing home for & meal of
sorts then going out again to wander asimlessly about if the
weather was fTine,or if not going into oublic librories or the
shelters in parks ete.

Those who were working offten nccepted working conditions
that were had or at best left much to he desired rather than
be out of work, The iinistey were not interested in whether an
employer poid the proper rate for a job,their only concern wag
to get people off the books at the imployment ixchanges.

e man left a Job of hia own accord the Hinistry could(am
often did)stop his "Doletfor six weckd,so this was another re.
son for ataying at a job vhen everything wos asaingt one,and
the bosses knew it,ond often played “(ot--and-longe”,
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Tn all falrness one must admit thatgﬁﬁnistry of smployment had
what amounted %o o hopeless task trying to adminigter the con-
ditions ag leid down in the Act of 1912. The nmployment Insui-
rance cheme had only been in exisbance 13 years in L9725 ,and
therefor the shaff had no experience o¥ unemployaent on such
o larse gcalc.

1

added to thisz was the fact thattgﬁounhavaid in by contribe
A 5k -f

utions were not sufficient to cover the vast suag being pald
out each week in benefit all over the coOUNLTY.

e T was noh yed eligable to draw benefit I simply went o
the mxochange twice a week to slgn o vnenployed and have ny
cord fronked, Thig entitled me to the services of a dochbor AT
T should he ill.

one afternoon ag I wag relturning home after another frult-
tLoas day,as I came along (larenco poad there wag iy old boat-
gqoan friend with another bhoatbman. soth of them were out of
workfGeorge because hlg hoss had gold hig bhoot when the sand
contract finished.

50 now George was himseld signing on wnbll he reached the
age of geventy when his state penglon was dues The other hoate
mon was simply redundent and in no doubt as to what his chance
of setting & repular job were.

14 was the conversation bebween thig hoatman ond George
thet gave me the ldea that the time had come fox me Ho nmoke &
bresk with the hopeless siltuation that I and so many more folk
were in thon,.

This man was not balking to me bul bo Georgesand he was not
tolkiag about me bub simply glving hig oppinion on the subject s
e was sayingi-tl know that il I§ vasn't married [ wouldn't

hang about herel Lfd be off ont ot bown and get megelf hired

out Lo a Farmer,or I'd follow publiec works up and, down 1Y cou
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ntry working for navvy contraciors. LT I woere young cnough I
join tY Havy but I'm & lot too owd to think about that nowe,

he T owelked on home this was running through my mind. There

geomed Little prospect for me avound homg,and I had no wish
bo stend on sivect corners all day and cevery day.
gertainly there was always food and lodging for mo &t hone,

:

but L didnts want to be a sponger Living on my puarents. At e

i

the least I had a yight bo work and sarn my own living,pride
would not let me bocome & SCrounger.

Aaything would be bebter than the endlees frustration of
asking for work only to find that 1t was a casc of »ion't
come to see us~we'll send for you-if we wanl yout,

vhen one went anywhere in answer to an advert,there would
always bhe a gueue outside the office before sinrting time the
next moralng. jore often than not one would be chosen and all
bhe vest turned away without even reachling the office doore

Yot 1 was debermined thof I would find gome way to goi ny
own. Living by my own efTorts,and leaving home scened the only
way Tor me to do thatb.

one thing I knew for certaingmny Tather would never agree
to me joining any of the services. The only veason why he had
left home to join the Army was to geb out of the pilts.

&l

O the othor hand 1 was coni

2]

ident that I could find puffie
et casual work and “Odd Jobstito provide me with a Living of
some sorte. Ih would not be easmy,and L owould have o be prep-
gred tovgough Ltv,but it could be donei

that night after tea I put it bo ny father ond asked Tor ¥

5

ig verdlict on the matior. After alli,had he not done the gane
himgelf when he wasn gevenbeen many yeors before?
n hig typicaly deliberute thoughtiull way rather took &
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puff at his pipe before engwering me,then he seid that he
conld gee my point and understand how L felt. ile also gald
tnoy if I found later that I had (6o use hig own words)"Bitten
of+ more than T could chew',then L couwld always cone hack
home againe

Yother as usual had her misgivings about ny projectyior inq@
tance how would I manage to look after mygelfyand who would
Took after me if T was ill,snd what wovld I do 1T 1 couldntt
find a plece to live? Then almost in the next breath reminded
me that T could always come home when L could go novhore e¢lse .

T could understand her doubts and fears,after all her own
sarly 1ife had been no bedof roses and she certainly new what
it was like to muake Dovon a very little of everyhhing,

50 ﬁha?ﬁ%% gettled then,from then on 1t was up to me %o be
ny own hoss or call it off(which I nad no intention of doing).
There was 1o dabe fixed,no plans made and no time stated,
all that wag needed was a suitable opportunity to put my ildea

into practice.

Awaking early one fine morning I Qot up as i€ L was going
out 1o work and it the fire to meke tea. vhile I waited for
the kebttle to boil fout my usual four slices of bread aboutb
an ineh thick and spread them with dripping at the sams time
sprinkling them with galt and weapping thom in Newspaper.

vaving maghed the tea and refilled the kettle $o sitand be-
the fire again I mixed the normal two maghings off ted,sugnr,
and condensed milk which I dropped into ny enameled ©tn.

jmen putting some mixed tea and sugar into an empty mustord
$indT dropped the tin into my jacket pocket and poured myself
a pint potfull of tea and ate a slice of fat and bread asg I
threaded my belt through the handle of my can and the bhipg

214




red hoandkerchief in which were my four glices of fat and breeds

it was now gix obelock so knowing that [lother would soon be
coning downstairs T pubt a bit of coal on the firc and went oub
dropping the lateh behind me o5 I wenﬁ,

The hlg old fashioned lock hed long since eceased to function
athourh the heavy cast-iron key was sbtill in it,s0 the door
wes only held by the "sneckvor latch which had a piece of
string attached o it and then passed through a small hole in
the door,

It was just the same way that I had set out for work scores
of timeg before,except for the fact that I had no idea when I
would be coming back 1ln again,

The only thing that I carried was a second-hand draynens
overcoat. They were made of thick woolen cloth,and longer than
an ordinsry topeoat,this was to cover the draymaensg kneoes when
ho was altting on hisg dray driving his horse.

Tnaide the coat was o blg deep pocket commonly called g "
nposehers Pocket!,this was intended to hold the drivers bhook
delivery notes that he necded on hisz round.

ihis pocket was woughly I2 inches long by 9 inches deep,and
in 4t T earried a piece of soap weapvned in a wag which in turn
wes rolled up in a rough hand towel. Also in this pocket T had
a flat tin box wildh =& ecce of paper rollied up wiith some cot-
ton and o needle,lbogether with a few matches and two or three

1

hut

c-;m

oNg.,

in the two outside pockets were the mustard tinfull of tea
and susar,another small tin contalingng salt,and a daessort
snoon, A Ffork was not essential because a pointed stieck would
seeve the game purpose just as well

in my Jacket pockel was ny pocket knife{an ex-prmy Jack
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Chapteér.Td.
Open Road-To tthere,

going down Church Street and 014 Hill Lane I took nearly
the same yroute as I had done before on that sunday morning,
except that this time I Lleft the Selby road at Garforth Cross
Roads turning left at the teorge Inn and following the maln
road towards Tadcaster.

There was no need for me to hurry so I just kept aneasy
welking pace that could be kept up for hours without fatigue.
and which allowed me to look around for whatever might be to
ny advantage in any way at all,

T was not exactly a novice now at the art of survival,hecan
uge I had been able to see at first hand how workmen coped
with primitive conditions when working on different jobs.

Iven in large workshops canteen facilltles were not always
adequate for everyonesand on outdoor jobs such as road repsir-
ing,draining,pipe laying,paving etc it was a case of "lake the
best use of whatever means is available",

For example such a gang would have a lamptrimmer/watchman
who would boil water on his coke-burning hragier in big iron
kettle at meal times. A workman could fry something on a clean
shovel or a tin 1id,or tosst bread by impaling it on a pointed
gtick and holding it Ho the fire.

gounecil workmen on country roads often 1it a small fire in
a hedge-~bottom for the same purpose,so & tramp doing the same
thing arouged no gpeclal interest from pasgsers-by.

Add this knowledge Ho the facts that I had seen at first
hand what 1ife in a "Kip Housemor *ifodel'was like(Leeds had
geveralincluding the Queens Hodel in Bast Itreet where a
semi~-culverted stream ran past the kitchen windows level with
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~knife)vhich was perhaps the mosgt essential item and also a
conb,hecange I had long gince learned that o tidy apnearance
nade o Lot of difference when lLooking for work.

ity for the rolled-up overcoab,mny previous exporience had tem
sht me that some form of covering was necessary st nisht when
it servod ng a blankel hesides being a "old-ALLY,

lung over one shouldey with the two ends tiedbogethor und ey
my arm at opposite side(e countryman often did this when ride
ing a bloyele)it Llefd both arng free. Jo with my cloth cap I
Titersly carried my whole wardrobe with me.

mudped in this way T se® out on that Seplbember morning wiin
no particular destination in mind.£he only thing that wag 8
certainty was that in all towns of any gize,there were 80

many paoplo wout of Jork"that a gtranger had Litile chance of

setting even cosual jobsg.

Therefor the plan was to find the jobs on the outskilrts or
slse in the country,then go into town to buy whot one nesded
for ones uge or find a "ip-Housewin which to cook a wneal and
apend o night in bed.

T one respect at leagt I did have one advantage, thanks to

my own early cxperiences ag a child and what I had sean in

of

ond around the “Common Todging Houges'of Leeds and digtric
e

T owas not sn absolube “Green-iforn',to use a comamon expression

A,

the corners had been knocked off beforehand.
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the kitchen floorsand into which the kitchen drain ran,)

Thig stream wound it's way North to south across Leeds and
almost beceme a semi-open sewer in doing so before emplying
into the River Aire near the "Model'.

The Queens lodel was buillt in 1889,and whenever the Beck
overflowed into the kitchen after heavy rain or snow,any of
the 103gers who cleaned up the kitchen after flooding,was al-
lowed that nights "Kipvfrec of charge.

Add to these common lodging houses the fact that Leeds and
district had three workhouses besides the Hunglel workhouse
at Rothwell,and it was inevitable that in my wanderings I had
gseen not only tramps,but also the local “Down and Outston the
nove os well. More about these types later,for the pressat I
will describe that first dey and the subsequent days of that
Autumn of 1925,

The day that I left home behind was a Wriday,and I didn't
expect to get any odd jobs on that particular road that I had
chosen 40 @0. In the first place the Lecds to York road was a
main route between the big towns to the West and the holiday
resorts of the past coast.

in the second place it carried » steady stream of tramps
and itinerant nomads every day in both directions. The more =0
because every wovkhouse had a "Casual vard“where tramps could
go for s nights shelter.

Thig meant that there would be nothing left for me,but York
would be a good stapting point for my project. With that in
mind I went steadily on to Tadecaster and then on to York,

Tt ig an smazing thing that things that seen trivial and of
no great importance tend to stay in ones mind for years after.
wards,and I can still remember the incidents of that Triday.
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I wore a walstcoat and in the pocket of it was a second hand
wattchwhich I had bought for 5 shillings(25p)at a pawnshop in
Hunglet. It was a heavy nickel-plated watch 2% inches in dia-
metery,and nowadays it would be a colledtors plece,but at that
time they were gquite common,and most outdoor workers carrvied
one especialy countrymen and farmworkers.,

gonsulting this timeplece as I entered Tadcaster I found
that it wag not yet nid-day,yet I had not hurried and I had
had acan of tea mashed at a housge in Garforth at elght o'clock
that morning and eaten half of my dripping-and-hread then,

The thing that stays in my memory most ahout that first day
80n The Road"is thw blue sky and the clean ailr, The many smno-
king chimneys were left behind,and although there were the
three or four chimneys of the breweries and the maltings,eoven
they seemed clean by comparigon with the grimgy buildings and
scores of blackened chimneys back home.

After crossing the bridge at the far end of Hadcaster,as I
glanced down a yard on my right I saw a door gtanding ajar,
and in the doorwéy wore freshly baked breadcskes cooling.

This was an opportunity to get & can of tea mashed,so pute
ting a mashing in my can T went up to the house, A plump mothe
erly looking woman came In answer to my knock,and taking my
can told me to wait five minutes,

When she returned with the tea Iremarked that the new cakes
smelt nice. yith a smile on her red face she s81d ;=411 they
simell that good then why not have some I'm going to anyway".

3he returned with half of the cake(they werc hig cakes)torn
open{no one ever cuts a hot cake)and thickly spread with home
made jam bebtween the two halves til1l it oozed out at the sildes-

Thanking her I took the jam sandwich and my can of hot tea
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and went up the road a lititle way to a low wall on which I sat
to eat that and the remaining bread and dripping.

It is quite possible that the good woman thought that I was
working nearby when she saw the rolled coat slung over my
shoulder and the blue enameled cansbut I still remenber the
good flavour of the home made jam and the warm bread.

gontinueing on my way to York the “Road didn*t seem t0 he
treating me too badly that with things seeming to come my way
in the rieght order. However,when I saw a bakers van standing
outside a public house it occurred to me that I now had no
bread left,or for that matier anything to eat with bread if I
got some,s0 I sat on the seat outside the "pub",

presently the van driver came out o his van and I agked him
if he had a loaf to spare. lle must have heen a man quick to
wgize Up“"people because he looked at me and saldi-"Are you on
*tThe Toby*(in other words walking the roads from place to place)
t0 which I replied "Yes®,

Reaching into the bhack of his van he handed me a round "Cob®
loaf,and waving aside the fourpence-ha-penny that I offered Vi
him he said:=-"Keep that lad you'll need it I turn off this
road or you could have had a 1ift on your way".

yrapping the crusty loaf in newspaper(l always carried some)
I put it in the big poacher-pocket of my topcoat and went on
my way to York., Friday is not a day usualy associated with
good luck but that Friday did seem to be my lucky day.

wven the weather was good and I was soon on the outskirts
of the ancient walled city. Because there was no real reason
why T should go through the crowded atreets of the centre I
turned left hoping to avoid doing that,but I didn't realise
that in that direction there wasn't a bridge to oross the Riw
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er Ouse., Vhen I dld realise it I decided to make the best of
the situation by having a meal and to do this I went into s
shop in a side street.

It was the kind of small shop that sold almost anything and
I wanted something to put on the bread,so I bought 4 ounces of
margerine,a 2 ounce packet of tea,and + a pound of sugar,

Milk would be difificult to carryyand most people would put
gome Mmilk in your tea when they mashed Lt. if not,tea that
had no milk in would do if it was sweet.

These items cost me a tobtal of sixpence,snd getting o can of
tea mashed at a house near the riverside I went onto the bank
with it,.

A man of middle age was sitting on a long wooden seat so I
algo gat down there,and cut a plece off my loaf with my Jjack-
nife spread margerine on 1t to eat with my tea.

The man watched me doing this and then said casualy:-"You're
not s regular roadgiber are you boy?" That started vs into con-
versation and I got the lmpression(although he didn't say it
in go many words)that at some time he had spent some time"on
the Road himself.

As we talked a man came psst uvus along the bank towads the
town, e looked like a "pown-and-Quittand my compenion remarke
ed to mes~"He'll he going up there to mooch a few coppers as
the folks are leaving work at five o'clock or just after. You
know you could get a few yourself if you did a bit o' singing
or summat that way. They can see that you aren't a hardened
old hand,you're not weatherbeaten and your clothea don't look
rough enough for a reglar',

I agked him where~ghouts a "Kip-ilouse'was,he told me there
was one kept by an Italian near the MiL) Bridpge:-tButyhe said,
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nL owouldnt't 2o there if I was you,you've a good "Pop-Rod* (ov-
ercoat);it'1]l be a fine nighi,find a dry edge~botiton and save
8 shilling kip-money“,

yith that advice I left him and walked along until I came
to the wherf at the approach to Skeldergate Bridge. Near the
Go-op coal yard wag & youngish man probably in his thirties,
further on nearer the bridge and the fertiliser works the man
who had pagsed us earlier had taken up hisg positlon cap in
hand %0 beg.

sheltered by the buildings from the slight brecze 1t was wa-
™ in the sunshine., Paking my topcoat off my shoulder and lay-
ing it across my knees I sat on a thick bahlk of wood at the
river side and taklng off my cap I held it on ny knee as I
watched the two men,

vhether one could desecribe what followed ag o sypathetic mis-
takeyor an unintensional deceptlon I don't know,but I was cert-
ainly amaged at what followed,

A the men came out from the coslyard and the other works
the younger man begen to sing. e had a strong haritone volce
and I listened ss he sang “I'm only an old rough diamond“.

By now the women and girls from Terry's chocolate factory
were passing together with one or two men ag well going along
the bank in the opposite direction to which I had just come.

As they passed me one by one,most off them dropped pennies
into my cap,snd I wag so gsurprised that all I could do wag murs
mur *thank You-Thank You",

Not many minutes passed before tha last had gone and I coun-
ted my collection,it smounted to more than thirty pennled,so
my unintended gain was more than half-a-crown. then I left hone

that morning I had 2 or 3 shillings in my pocketh,so now my to
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tal wealth was in the region of five shillings.

1% ig now many years since that Friday avening but cen still
clearly remeber the mang voice singingi~"Never a care have I,
for Itm only an old rough divmond,but a king of the road am
Tin gontinuing on my way I went up to the bridge pausing only
to wateh the tug "Kingthorpet'golng into ¥oss Basin,

There was always something ﬁ?g%gam veggel that took the abe
gention of people because of it's seeming efforilass movement
over the water,which has never guite been captured by a Die-
gel engined craft.

Another thing that seemed unusual to me wad the large nume
bers of bicycles in Yorksbecause of 1%'s fiat roads they were
a popular form of transport with everyhody.

1 went on over the Mill Bridge and keeping left I asked a
pagser by if it were the INull woad,he sald "yes,stralght on®

with that I gtrolled on and colled at a large shop(l think
it was & Co-Op shop). anyhow it was & grocers and I agked for
npwo pentorth of bacon bits Pleaset. in the jargon of the road
this was known as "pPiitching the Fork",and it wans the accepted
technigue for getting something cheap to meke a neal of BOTLS,

sometimes one struck lLucky,sometimes not,on thig occasion I
cot a good wrap-up including the thick fatty outside cut off
5 boiled ham, This golved a problem hecause in another two or
threc hours darkness would have fallen,and not knowlng that
road,lighting a fire would be a provlen.

ragsing through Iulford T was 5000 clear of the sireects and
calling at% o roadside house I got a can of tea mashad, then a
1ittle further on I sat at the roadside to eat the cooked ham
with some bread and the tea for supper.

Tt was now twilight and I just realised that slnce slx ote
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tock that morning I had walked abut thirty niles. That was too
much for one day realy,but I nad not noticed it in the novelty
of wmy new surroundings. HNow it was time to find aplace for the
nipht and rest t1ll norning.

L Little further and there was o small plantation of trees,
pogsibly they may have been for game cover,but no matter it
was o dry night and the trees provided shelter from the dew.

Underneath the branches was a thick layer of dead leaves,
so golng webl in oud of sight of the road and & possible Pole
10eman on his bike I took off my boots and layed down.

¢loarly,even after all theso years 1 remember the profound,
peacefull silence. with my boots Ffor a pilllow ond my cop fold=
on topn of them,and my coat for a blanket thought about the
days events. Yith the opbimiam of youth I didn't worry about
what the future might bring.

shen I left our house that morning I had nob called upstairs
to say good morning 1o iother,although L knew that she night
have been awske. Infact I think that she would have bheen sSur-
prised if I had done 80.

iiow long I slopt I don't know,nor have I eny picture in my
aind of +the next day and what I did, I do remember that on
the next dayfsunday)l found myself once again approaching
Howdwnwhich town L must have reached by some devious route.

1 knew that there was a ferry to cross the tidsl Ouse atb
nooth Peryy because 1 had been told of it,so when 1 saw & sim
PO indleating "Booth Terry 14 miles © took that road to go
4o ¢oole, The alternabive would have been a journey of 14
miles to selby,then another 74 hack dovm the other side to
reach (Goole,

T had no experience of tidal waterways and the ferries to
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oross them,so this had to be & new experience for me in every
way,bhut once again Tluck wan on my sides

on reaching the ferry Janding the tlde had just turned and
it was the flood with a good run upriver. the ferryhoat wag &
fiat-bottomed flat decked boab capable of cayrjlng a horse
ond cart,or 8 notor car,or geveral people.

T4 was propelled by four nen,one man st each corner pulling
a long "Sweeptowar in unigon,and the Tare was fourpence per
person and half-a-crown for a moter car or cart.

A T walked down the ferrcy landing a Tord car of the old “
model came and I had o sgtand nolde toallow it to pass ne onto
the ferryboat.

A steam keel(or Lighter)was coning with the tide and of neo~
ensity we had to walt until it passed hefore gharting to cross
the tide-race. As I stepped ontp the forry the man with the
ear turned to talk to me seeing that I was & shronger.

He asked me if 1 was noing to ¢Goole and when I said “Yes“and
told him why he paid the ferrymal for both of us and his C&T.

ite muat have been & tarmer,and he agid that although all
the hervesting was finighed and there was only POt Crops
44111l in the ground XL might get an odd doy or two at the late
pobatoes 1f T got over to the Tincohnshire sido.

hen we got off the hoat at the other side he drove ofi and
1 went on my way into toole through which 1 passed Lo cross
the Dubch River and follow the Lower Quse bonk through gwines-
fleet and yhitzift on towards the niver Trent.

ihe donday night found me on the other side of the Trent at
Heap liouse,snd a former there where I had some hea meshed ga.id
he would lel me atart pobtatoe plcking next morning. It was &
good heavy crop and 1 had three days work with him.
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La was the custom among farmers in those days the flarmer
provided hot Hea and sandwiches of bread end meat twice a day
morning and afternoon,and ag the ploughman who Lived only two
fields further up the road took me home to & hot meal each day
food was no problen,

At night I slept in a barn at the farm for those four nig-
htg,ond this again was a conslderable help,because otherwise
T ghould have had to travel four miles into Scunthorpe %o a
A p-houset,

At that time many farmers still used the old method of
ploughing out the potatoss instesd of using a horsedrawn "Spie
nner'to dig thom up and throw them out on top, Thig Carmer did
that and the ploughmans wife was one of the pleking gang that
I worked with,ond she would take nothing from me for my dine-
ers which I had at theilr table. Because she gaid,"You didn't
agk ug for a meal,we asked you-aon' thobt's different boy".

On the Thursday ovenling almost ag we flnished picking the
wpatiet field the good westher broke and it rained all night.
On the nex® day,after gpending my last night in the hay

harn T set out again on my travels. Agein crossing Keadby
pridee I went Southward along opposite banle of the Teent in
the hope that perhaps another similar job might come my waye

Tt was a dull,overcast drizzling day with no-one working in
the fields and not even the sound of birda celling over the
Mat land and it's dykese.

At that moment money was not my bilggest problem because I
had more than &SI in my pocketb. I bought myself sone food 8%

a village shop on Trentside,bud finding shelter was the great
prohlem,

voat of the farmers sheds end out-buildings were in the
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farmyards,snd ag all farmas had at least one dog,the chances
of heing able to get into thoge without belng heard were nil.

then on the roadside near West Stockwith I saw a small buil-
ding with itta back to the road. LLooking around carefully and
seeing no-one e¢lse I crossed the dyke and went round Lo the
other side of it.

This tline my luck was *Inv"the door was only held hy a "dnedd”
or latch made of wood,and open?%y pubing one finger throngh a
hole to 1ift it.

Opening the door I went inside and looked around. At one end
bvundles of dried reeds were stacked,but at the other end it
wag empty down to the earth floor, At the least it would give
me a dry shelter for the night.

getting a can of water from the dyke I went bhack ingilde and
cloging the door. Up near the roof was a square window-hole in
the gable end to allow any smoke to escape so that was no prow-
hlem for me.

nried reeds broken into short pleces burn eagily and the
flame is clesy and makeg very Little smoke., I had long since
learned that there is no need to make a fire bigger than one
needs for the purpose,and I goon had a can of water bholling.

mather and other people had slways taught me that runnipgg
water,or water in which fish could live,was safe 10 vse 1f
you boiled it first,so I had no qualms about the clear dyke
water because I knew that horses drank it besides ofher anil-
nals and birds.

The next morning was dry,but with the unpredictability fov
which the &inglish weather ig famous there had been a frost.

Tt had been warm enough laid on the bundles of reeds during
the night,but when I went to rinse out my can and vefill it of
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with water from the dyke,the air was cold enough to make my
tedlh chatter. The warmth of my 1ittle fire was welcome,and
the hotystrong tea even without milk was even more so.

After my early morning breakfast(it was not yet seven o'clo-
ck)r again set out along the road, At the junetion where that
road joined another main road there was a large farmhousge,and
as I passed s man wag crogsing the yard from the ontbuildings
to the house,

in town life there are so mony folk wallcing about that no-
one hothers %o spesk everyone who passes by,but in the open
country everyone will pass the time of day, which This man did
calling "good Morning'to me,snd I replied adding that it was e
cold morning.

e agreed,and added that nevertheless they would have to get
some stuff loaded for the market on Honday morning.

in my possition one does not misgs an opportunity for anythin
and I asked him if there was any chance of an hour or two's
work? After asking me what sort of work and hearing what T hed
to say he told me bto go into the house with hin.

Thisg 7 did and as we had breakfast he offered me a job to
help him and hig gon 1ifting and tylng celery into bundles
and loading it ready for taking to Doncaster on ionday early
morning for the market.

1 agreed and together with his son(a lad about my own age)
we went along the road riding in s farm cart until ve came to
the fleld where we were t0 work.

Pirvet we wraped sscks round our ankles and the calves of ow
legs. The soil was thick alluvial gilt known as 'jorp“soll and
when wet as Lt then was,nade a thich grey=brown mud that stud
to everthing including our feet.
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70 1ift the crop with o spade would De both slow and very
hard work,so they used what he called a “lRooting plough®to
1oosen the sticks of celery so that they could be pulled str-
alght up.

the ecart-horse pulled the plough led hy the son,while the
man guided the plough along the side of the rows Just missing
the stickg. It had no share and no coulter but simply a sort
of "Toottto open the soll at one pide.

My job was to pull up the sticks of celery one in each hand,
then lay them at the gide of the row all faceing one way for
tying, The man and hig son did this using thin green ozierse
or willow twigs to tie thirteen sticks in each bunch.

Thirteen Lo the dozen was the gtandard practice at that time
for many things,and woas called theBakers Dozento allow a
profit margin,although the large wholesale bakery firmg didnt't
usge it even then. they just sold at a fixed price per 2 pound
loaffelc,

Lfter o Trosty night there can be fow things colder then a
stick of wet celery,and my hands(at first)were blue with cold,
but with the labour of pulling up the celery and turning o
Loy it down I soon gZoh wari,

In mid morning his wife came to the field with "hrinkingst
as Lt was called. That was a big canfull of hot sweet tes and
sondwiches,after which we carvged on with our work nob stop-
ping again until we had got enough to load not only the two
wheeled carbsbut the four wheeled dray as well.

By that time it was afternoon,but he had told his wife that
we would finish the job in hand before we camc in for a meal,
a0 when we arvived back at the house a hot dinner was walting
for g in the kitchen,.
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sven after the lapse of go many years since that day in 1925
I can gtill remember how good the hot roast belly pork tasted
with the steaming vegetables and potatoes,followed Dy a hoiled
apple pudding. Truly there ig no better appetiser than working
outdoors in the country alr in Autumn.

After the meal and a good wash pnd clean up,he gave me ny
days wape,saying ag he did so. YThere you are boy I've gilven
you a full days money seven shillings and your neasls®,

ite pointed out that although we had only worked for seven
hours,if I had notbeen there to help themshe and his son would
have had to work untll evening to do the same amount of work.

e also added that although I had never done Lhat gort of
work beforet*You pulled thundering good for a new gtariert,

fhen he asked me where I intended to sleep that night,and
when I told him that I should he "Sleeping Roughthe sald he
would see what could be done for me,.

I expected that he would let me sleep in an outhuilding am-
ong the straw like I had done where ['d been "Patie Pickint
at Neap house,but when he same back he told me that I could
share hig song bed for the night.

yith that arranged we gettled down for the evening indoors
after hig wife had heen into Yest Stockwith on her bike to the
shops there, She had already baked bread and pies during the
morning,as indeed most farmers women folk dild then,

1

After helping him snd hig lad to fecd and bed down the two

o

horges and attend to four beef cattle that he had,we sat and
talked about our different ways of life.

il

T dontt think before that evening that I had ever given mudh

1ife in the country,there was no comparigon}
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it nine otelock the mang wife asked me to leave my shird
downstairs,and giving me anobher old onesgave Robin(the lad)
5 eandle and told him to btake me wp to bed.

1t was o big old fashloned double bhed with ample room for
hoth of us,ond blowing out the Light we ladd down,and Robin
told me that his father together with himand his mother Lived
in one half of ithe big house,and his fathers hrother lived in
the other part with hig own wife and two girls.

They were both Harket Gardeners growing produce for the who-
1essle morkets For resale to shopkeepers. Like most countyry
rolk with fair amount of land,they both kept a pig or two and
the one who was his father had also the four young bullocks
that would eventualy be sold for heef,

T asked who owned the hens that I had seen wandering about
and he saild "Oh both of ‘*em,they gather eggs overy morning do
the girls for both housges®,

vhen T woke up agein(Robin musgt have talked ne to slesp)it
was elght o'elock on sunday morning,and rohin was shaking me
to get up for o wash and breakfast.

The man had been up and about since Half-past four attending
to the animalge.. This was perhaps the greatest difference be-
tween a "Pownyvand a countrynan,.

vhereas in town and factory,life is ruled by the clock,in
the open country snd especlaly on the farmns,the ¢hy beging at
dawn(or even earlierjand the needs of the Livestock come first:

Yy shirt was at the side of the bed washed and dry ready far
me to weer. After gleeping in clothes for more than & week,to
undress and sleep in a bed was a real luxury and after a hot
proakisst T was agaln ready for the road. so after thanking
them T set out along the road to whalever might happen next.
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Chapter.lhs
Stranger in a gtrange ploce.

On that sunday nothing hapnened out of the ordinary for a
normal junday in the country at that time. In the 1920's a
sountriemans sabbath wan very nuch a day of rest except for
thoge whosge job it was to look after livestock,in which case
the man regponsible wenl twice a day Tor that purpose.

e day was fine and bright and I went along the road to
2 junchion where o wooden gignpost with two arms indicated
Bawhry and Retford to the Left hand and Honcaster to the rights

paking the Noncagsber road I wenhb steadily on my way keeping
a look oub pogsibities of any jobs for the next day when the
weekys work re-started.

with no traffic,not even farm traffic the flat rosd was al-
mont deserted except for an occasional cycllst,that belng the
comaonest form of trangport for everyone on their orxdinary
pursults and short Jjourneys betwesn places.

Becange everyone knew everyone else,any stranger was noticed
atfirat sight,and I had cause to vemember that on that sundays.
T had gob a con of tea mashed at a small village a 1little
woy back down the road. It was only a small place litile more
than o hamlet with only one row of cobtiages and two or three

nore scatbtered ones by the roadaide.

gikth the food I had left from the previous #riday's purchase
on Trentside,and half a loaf with butter and cheese that the
market gardeners wife had given ne that morning, together wi th
o large plece of apple ple I had quite sufficient for that days

30 gitting down at the roadside I prepared fo eat, As I did
20 8 hike stopped beside me,end as the rider dismounted I saw

3

that it was a policeman, Although he was not wearing elther
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his tunie or his helmet,the blue ielion c¢loth trousers regule
ation patern hoots told the identity of the wearer,

L man of about thirbty he was a typlcal country polienm&n;nﬁt
the ponderoung,officlous,slow thinking type portrayed by cario-
ature artlabs and comic playwrighis,bult the down-to-earth stpe
aight talking "village Bobhy".

In snswer to mytgood Morning'the came straight to the point
noking me where [ had come from,what was I doing thers,and
where did I live, As I was not consious of having done anye-
thing wrong 1 had no hesitation in answering him gquite franke
Ly on all three points.

He meemed satisfied thet I was a genuine type,and then he
t0ld me a fow things for my own benefit regarding myself and
the law. Personal experience ig a grest teacher,and J learned
guickly in my trovels.

e told nme:-"Iknew within a minuvbte or bwo when you hegged
hot water near my house. Country folk milas nothing that goes
on round "em,so I came to find out who wag out and about on
sunday morning.

if you ask for hot water to make tea,thal's begring,becaunse
the water must be boiled for you and that is giving a service,
but asgking for cold water is not begsing sccording to hLaw,

If you ofTered s penny or even a ha'penany for hot water you
cre'nt begeing because you offered Lo pay for it. I can'i pre-
vent you wolking slong o public road or o footpath,but rememb-
ert If you sleep rough on private land,or I found you in somne-
bodiegshed without permismsion I could take you in custody for
trespassyor belng on onclosed premiges for an uvnlawfull purpose,

T can see tha® you aren't a vagrant,but if you are wallking
ahout,or gleeping rough alfter dork sand before 6 L.01 with no
money,or less than one shilling(5p)in your posession,then you
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are liable under the Vagrancy ret for being without visible
mesng of subsistance.

0 glthough vou are living by your witg s0 Lo speak,if you
romembor what ['ve $old you and don't get in trouble with us

voul Ll Be alrightt,

3

with that he mounted his bike and rode back to the village,
and with my meal finished I washed outl my can in the dyke an

went on ny way.

e next mornine after an early breakfast by the robdside
a few miles further on towards Doneasbor o motor wagon pas:eld
me and stopved o 1itile further on. The driver got out of his
cab and elimbing over a gote went into a fleld to do what
gomeg natursly o us.

mhinicing that perhaps I might get & ride to boncuster I vicih
0% up to the wagon and waited until the driver cane Back to
hig wagon 0.£010.,

Tn saswee to ny quesbion he snld that I could ride with him
o1l the way o Harrvomdete for which town hig 10&&%%&??0%3 anmd
aswedos wag deobined,

Although my original intention had besn o stay the nilght
at the lfodel in doncaster (I had been told that there wog a
7004 "Kip Houserin that town)one place wag just as good as fx
another for me go into the cab I got.

syven thoughZtrangport wagonsg were in those days reghricted
to 20 miles an hour gpeed Limlt,snd allowing for a stop en-
route for tea and e sandwich at a transport cafe,it wag only

A

earty ofternoon when we ariived in Harrogatae.

After replenishing my food stock again in bown I took the

")

+~ond out to the Morth ‘est.

mven if 14 were poassible for me bo remember cvery detail of
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every days activitles,the repitition would become horing to
the reader., Because although the individvals concerned night
be different,the general obhjectives ond the methods used were
banicly the sone,

for that reason I have recounted thoge incidents and sitvoe
tions that were unusual or noteworthy snd therefor [ have reo-
membered them vividly even after many yvears.

fn that way the next PFriday morning found me sitiing on a
low dry-stone wall near Gargrave on the skipton to sebtle
road where the surrounding countryside ig mainly grosing land
with 1ittle or none suitable for arable cultivation, T4 was
completaely different to the rich flat lands of the Vele of
vork and Trentside,

in the three days since lesving Harrogate hehind on the Hone
day two or three 1little jobs had netted me two or three shil-
linga eachygo [ had enough money for what I might need in the
next few days.

Haviog reasoned that by gebiing vniftenfrom wagon drivers
often took me either past or awsy Ffrom possible work opporiu-
nitles,end the weather still reasonably gzood for Auvtumn I was
surprised when a motor wagon stopped beside me because [ had
not “Thumbedthim?

eaning out of hig cab he asked if he could pgive me o Lift
becanse he was going to Carlisle,but he would drop nme anywhere
on that voad 1f I wanted to get off bhefore Carlisgle,

Pogsibly he wanted someone o talk to because he gald that
hotd come from Caseb that morning,and i+ pot 2 bit “phowlyvton
o long journey on your Own.

Uitho only one stop at Settle for tea and & gondwich,it was

afternoon when we parted company in farligle,and I went to
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find a “Kip-housefor the weckend,ond also look around for
what one could call *The {ain Chance"for myself,

i found a*Hodel"odging house not far from Galdewpate,and
after having something to eat and a good wash in the wash-Ud
houge which was in the backysrd I went out into the town to
got some food for the weekend begides looking for posaible
0dd jobs on the outskiris,

javlisle was not only an dmportant railway junction snd loco-
notive maintainance depot,yit was also a busy merket town for
all that part of Cumberland. thatl mesnt that the food shops
like grocers and butchers would have bits and pieces to be
had in wrap-ups for two or threc pence.

I must have arrived on a Market day because the town was pac-
ked with shopovers,and the shops werevery busy,neverthe less I
walked round and got & wrap-up at & dbutchers,and together with
an onlon plus some potatoes I went back to my Kip and cooked
g hot medl on the hot plate frying the meat and liver otc with
the onion while the potatoes were bhoiling.

As 1 had arossed over the bridge scross the niver den I
saw something that I have always remembered. It was a salmon
on it's way up the river to spawn,and the first salmon that I
had ever seen alive and swimming. The clean water of the iden
was for different to the black poluted rivers of the vest i
ding of Yorkshirve,.

After my evening meal I went out into the town again., 3y that
time the many sta2ll holders were packing up to go home,and the

e

larger shops were clearing out the days cubbish and left-overs
50 bhils was my opportunity to see what could he ﬁot for a fev
move poence. In my possition the chance might not bhe there on
the following day to get these things,
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Again T did well at the shops with bacon bits andcheese aTe
and ag I rebraced ny steps towards the'Kilpta atallholder was
packing up after the days trading, =0 I helped him to load
hig bthings into a small motor van.

e had ayoung girl with him,but he apnreciated my help,nnd
when we had finished gave me a slxpence ong asked which way I
was going when I left carlisle again,

ihen I sald “North'he gave me & hit of sdvice about the
rovte to take into scotland,

e gald:~"rFrom here to Dumfries is a good 33 mile going thre
ought (retna,end it's a hungrey rosd because thero aren't many
houses before (retna,and every tramp and pedler has mooched 'm
to death., If you go the way I tell youyou can cut six mile
off’ the road to Annan,n

Then he told me where to turn off %o the Left for Bownes ge
on-3olway,and then go over the disusgerd railway bridee to the
gmall town of Annan,

The next day(saturday was uneventfull and not very fruitfull
a8 regards finding jobs to do,although [ remember +thol a bt
cher gave me a sheeps head,and would take nothing for i%,. The
moat from this after boiling Ltyprovided me with a hot neal
together with potatoes,snd the broth which wag left 1 gave to
another lodger Tor his own use,.

In this way the cooking skills which I had learned from my
mother were a great help to me. Yhebther or not it was a case
ol "Zeginers Luck"or not it would be hard to gay,but certalaly
both the weather and other things had been on ny side,

Knowing that I would not find anybhing profitable before I
crossed the Border into jeotland I left the kiphouse on 5une
day morning early and took the road Northward outggarlimle.
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there were few people out and about before breskfast time
on sundoy morning except o fow ralwaymen and milkmen, ind som
§ had left the town well behind,but there was no hurry.

o

Begides which because of my "ihopping' activities I hed em-
ough hresd,cheese,bacon,tea and sugar to lagt me the next
couple of days at least with care

ifter leaving the oubskirts behind I realised whoi thagstal
Tholder meant when he called 1t & "Hungrytroad. there were W
not meany houses,ond both sticks and waber were not to be seen
at the roadgide.

shen T did eventualy get a can of tea maghed,the man who come
to the door had such avfPed Uptexpression that I almosh roegre-
ted asking hiw for hot water! when [ thanked him he never

aven angwered me,

1 had no d4ifficulby finding the side road to the left %o
sowness-on-3olway, like all the roads at thetl tinme it had o

signpost to tell where 1t led $0.

1.

Tt wos & narrow "Hebsaledtroud (without tarmac. just stones QL

Ted down flat)and the {ilelds on cach side showed by the the
ditehes full of water on each slde,thet it was morsh Tand.
I had not gone far slong it before I come to & large honge

with an overpgrown gorden in front,wilth an overgrown pi dvet/Wé
hedee roundg it. As LT seemed Likely thatl even though this was
5 mndoy,it was possible that I wight be able to geh the job
of cutting the hedge and cutbting the grass for the next daye.
g4k thot in mind § went along the weed grown path to the
Pront door and kunocked with the lron knocker.
ife on the road wag always full of the unexpected. One had
plways to be on the lookout for an unfriendly dog,0r cven a
hostile housceholder,but I was certainly not prepayed for vhat
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did happen on thalb occasion.

I heard the sound of bolts being drawn bhacli, then the door op-
endgd snd a woman of parhap forbty stood there.

nefore I had a chance 1o speak at all ghe thrust a half-crown
inko wmy hand, then closed the door leaving me standlng open
mouthed on the step looking at the closed door ag I heard the
bolts shot home again!

weturning o the road again I went on my way in & sort of da-
ved smazement,ha¥fea-crown richer but wondering what kind of
folk lived in that house.

Poasibly in the years since 1925 some more houses may have
heen bullt there,but at that time apard from a row of old cotbe

X

tases ot the roadside,plug one or two secattered ones with thae
tehed roofs Bowness was 1itile morve than a hamlet in the Solway
marashes wlthout even a village shop or & Policemans housc.

dor wes there sny sign of that accepted part of village llfe,
the villege church ox & chapel. It was herd to helieve that
sinost within secing distance was the nain rowd into Scotland.

Tt was bruly on lsgoleted comunity in every sensa.

the duoy wos well advanced but I had no need to press on becaus
that wao my destination for that night,so I got wy conofl tea
noshied ot one of the cottages where an okd but very heéﬁhy 1
Jooking nen set on a stool by the doorstep.

e asked me If T was going Lo annen,snd when I said "Yes I am
he said myell don't go onto the bridge at night. get down to 1t

o

gomevhere 'Hil daylightt, He even told me of & nultvable place

to gpend the night under cover.
e atbtitude was in everyway tyvpical of the genuine countiy-

mon. Down to earth and taking overyone ot face veluve on an

equal footing as another working-class individual like himgelf.




As T sat by the old mang door eating and ligtening to hin
thelr way of Life in what seomed Lo me a place
that had been passed and left behind by the rest of the world.
it ocenred Lo me bthat Bownessg could have changed very Little
in the last 200 years!

e man speaking to me was 0ld enough to remember the makiy
of the vailroad and the bullding of the solway Bridge in 1869

ve bold me how the villagers culb peat from the peat delphs,

' N

the men digrsing oub the peat with long bladed gralting spades

EDYS
while gilrls and women wheeled bthen away and stacked the peats

o
{

to dry ready for use on their Tires.

sven the cotiages themselves built of roughly drested stone
and Limewsshed white were roofed some with roughly cut Cumb-
evlond #lates,or thatched with reeds,

Once a week o butcher called with hig van,and on Hondays a
grocer came with hig van bringing grocerles. vhen the poste
mon called on hig bike he took back any mail for posting,

Although 1 had found many country places in my trovels,it
was the most "“Cubt OffMcommunity that I had yet scon,yet i
had an ailr of contentmentl

valking on ovwt of the village T had no difficulty finding
the spot where T was to gpend the nipght. There were two reat
delphs(it was the first time that I had ever seon onejand I
continued along the road untll I reached v cobiage hehidnd
which wog the second delph(or digglng place).

\

A little Tuprther on I could sec a row of Alder and willow

he

o

trees ot right angles to the road,on the opposite slde of
wood to the cobtase,behind thege T would find the shed Lhat
the 013 man had told me about.

fow at ny stopping place for the night T preparcd for the
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rest that I must pet hefore lerosned the sSolway Wirth next
morning into scotland.

Palking my can of £ my belt I went to the cobtage to pet tea
mashaed, then coming back to the roadside again I sat for a
Little supper hefore approsching the "Rough Kip'hehind & smoe
LL farmnyard where all seemed guiet.

It owas a roughly nmade but gitrong shed with the boards overs
lanning toallow alr hetwsen them,and also prevent rain from
running ingide, The ingide was full alnost o the roof with
dried bracken and reeds. There were hurdles tied together 1ike
8 gate across bthe front which faced into the yard.

Olimbing up these I made mygelf comfortable for the night
among the brackeh. harkness was falling and the mist gathering
over the marshland,but there werc ot leant ten hours Lo pass
bofore six the next morning.

nuring the daytime I had seen and heard many®Pecwits" (plo-
vers)and eurlews fecding and calling across the gquiet lande
gocape,now as nightfell came on ¥ could hear owlsg.

their flizght was silent asg always,but the drawn-out hoots
and “i-wikstas they Tly on their hunting mission must surely
he the lonliest of sounds at night.

After winding my faithfullrturaiptwatceh T fell aslecp thine
king of the days events,especialy of the big,tweed dressed
silent woman in the big hougse with it's bolted door and the
half-crown she had given ne,

A Toot that mey seem a 1itlle strange to a resdor,is that
although I had now heen oway Trom my home and my home Lown I
had not thought about it much excepbt to contraszt Lthe oven con
try and fresh clean air wlth the polluted smoky aitmosnhere of
the crowded girects of Hunglet.
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Although it was now 16 dsys and- s half since T had olosed
the kitchen door behind me that Friday morning, thers was no
hounesick feclings in me. The thing that did surprise me,and

1

35117 does,is the disbence that one can cover in o day by dust
walliing steadily and not huerying at allt

foving slept well I awoke to grey daylight a 1ittle aifter
davn Lo hear a cockerel crowing nearhy. Gathering ny belongings

together I came down to the sround again and then back onto
the roadside. It was time to make trecks to the bridge.

L had ¢ollected a handfull of dry twigs the provioug evening
snd saved hald my can of tes from my supper L L1t a small fire
to warm the tes which I drank. Then vashing out the tes leoaves
in the diteh I hung the can on ny belt and aet out upain,

About T00 yards further wnd the w»oad turned sharp loft Ho
pass the farmhouse and follow the high dyke(or floodbank)that
preveated the tide flooding the flelds at high water,

i Little way furgher I could see a low bridge with o rodilway -
mang hougse,a telegraph pole beside it,and the railway enbank.
ment strebching away o the left again,

Just a few yards before roaching the bridge I saw o well trdd
path from the road up the dykeside,no I went up it to the brie
dge. Looking back over the bridge I saw the tiny gtation,it
was only a halt with o small platform in front of the house on
which stood a few nilk churns end nothing elae.

I had been told that slthough the villagers often went ovey
to the shops at Annan,the railwayman would burn strongers back
from the bridge, L looked at my watch,Llt was gix otclock and
the sun was begining to show through the mist. A dog barked in-
side the housestime I wos on nmy way b0 Seotland,

Tfurning afain to the bridgejaCTOSS the bridge end geveral sip
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ands of barbed wire weve sbtretched and there was the usual

rad poinbed easteiron nobice plate gtating the penslty for

trespassing on the property of the railway company.
&% o place where bthe wire had been pulled apart I bent down

and went onto the bridge. The last train to cross the hridge

had bheen in 1921 and now Lt was disuged by rall tesflie

N

e bridge was bullt of iron and supported by hollow tubuler

Legs in palrg like tressles,and each pair was bolted to hig

conerate blocks in the bed of the Tirth. The bridge was 1,940
yords long ond there muat have heen 150 or more tresgsles to
support the gingle brack rail Llink with the other gide

Jetween the bridge parapet and the rails the sbructure wad

decked with con¥8¥e iron plotes wiveted together,but there v

was no wooden cabwelk as ig usual on a viaduct,only o tubul-

or handrail about shoulder height. Betwsen the aleeperas the

spooe was open and the water of the Solway Wirth could be

seen 30 or A0 Teet helow,bthe whole gtructure was pain

<

ed reds

It gtrebched away to the 3cotland zide like some gilang

tipede and I setb out along the lefthend upstresm side in ean.

Ly morning sunlipght,
‘he inch thick plates made good walking,and atriding along

T soon reachaed what geemed

fa

like a glight curve in the mlddle

of the bridege. Then I folt the nlate vnder my fect wove wlth

a srating sound,and [ resalised that 1t was only held by abhout

four rivets at one cornersthe rest had sheared off under the

N
'

brain as the plotes buckled and pulled apari.

-t
P

Jow nmoving forward cautiously I knew thot what I

~

ned thouph v

vas o penble curve,was in facet the middle piers of the bridee

Leaning over ag the wobter vhittled away the sand smder the
stone or concrete foothlocks on which it stood:?
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on my slde meny plates had already fallen away,snd through
the holes could be seen the water ebbing out below.bub nore
digturbing sti11 was the certainty that if one did fall,one
would certainly hit the strubs broacing the tressle legg bew-
fTore one hilt the water!

I had never been in such & situation before. To o0 forward
wan dangerous ond Lo go back was dmpossible,to say that 1 wes
alarmed would he an uvadersitatement.

the Tact that my bopcoat was draned over my visht ashonlder,
acrosn my chest and back,and fastened at my walst on the lef
side like 2 pladd left my hands frec. 50 stepping up onto the
paragpet glrder and gripping the handrail T went forward hande
over-hand worlly.

some people might saytiell you shouldntt look downwards,®
but when the next gtep might well be into space,it nays %o
wateh each and every footfall,

sventualy [ did get past the dangerous part and was once
again able to stride forward confidently. On the loefi-hand
side of the bridge The plates had buckled upwards snd overe
lapped instead pulling apart,and just as [ reached the “cotld
Lond gide a man wheeling hig bike came onto the bridge to
cross to the mngland sldes

Lsowe met I oremarked that it wag very bad in the middle of
the bridgesand he gald,"vhy man ye crossed on the wrong sidel

Loalways erogs on the high side ant carry ma bhike ower the
bad bith, I lookeld at ny wabtch,it wosn seven o'celock znd 1 hed
taken o whole hour to cover less than one-and-g-guarher milesy

Jear the ghort road from tiie bridge end to the main road
there was a row of houges,and I gol my can of tea made at the

£3

Tiras

T house where the woman wap preporing to do bthe washing,
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ghe asked me if 1'd come "Owar the briggvbut made no come
ment when I sald “"Yegs, Paking my tea I sat down ot the road-
gide and hed ny breakfast with the last of my brend. U felt
that T needed the hot tes that londay norning.

fg L orose o go into Annan I turned to Look beck al the rdl
hridge and the Solway where the tide hod now bturned and way
rocing hack between the pilers of the bridge,and in my wind ¥
made a resolution for the future.

T4 warn that if ever came or went thabh way agaln I would go
via Gretna Gveen walking the extra distance rather than save
aix miles and repeat that nightmare journey.

Two or three years later I did in fact come back that way

to Carlisle,and [ turned off the main road to teke o last

k 3,

look ot the Solway Bridge. indecd i1t wag still there unchonggd
(in fact it was not finaly demolished unt 1935) see notbe

o

tihe solway Bridge'ton last page.

hen I went on my way on my first ever visit to Seotland

which T had Literaly entoréd unlawfully through the "3ack

noort, Sometime later abellt at dead of night when no trains

I i

(&)

wero running I crossed both Crimple Viaduet and frthingion
viadueh between larrvogate and Leeds,but they were both in use

and in good repair and still are,




Chapter.i6,
Over The Border

whatever the raeagon put forward to explain it,it was remaxk-
able how In spite of the constant flow of traffic and people
between @ngland and Scotland,and vicewversa,the division he-
tween the two countries wag noticeable in every way.

Wthen I called at a bakers shop in Annan to buy bread I found
that although the standard loaf In England was 2 pounds,in
gaotland 1t was a four pound loaf which divided into two hal-
ves for sale. So if one wanted a two pound loaf,one asked for
a *Halfwloaf!"}

In addition to articles of food and the people who dealt in
being named differently(for instance I found that a bulcher
would also be calied a "Flesher"),almnost everyone spoke with
a broad Dumfrieshire accent, The contrast between this “Brog-
uetand the slower more sven Cumberland accent was so marked
that one might think the object was to be aloof.

Despite this apparent"Us and Them"appearence I Ffound no dif-
ficulty in fitting in with the different woys and customs.

always a good learner I learned guickly to accept changes
in situations as they arose,and I never found myself in any
serlous trouble wherever I went.

Apart from the unpromiging weather there was nothing that I
can remember that was outstandingly noticeable oﬁi%alk to
pumfries that day apart from the difference in landscape,

Here on the 8cottish side the land was much higher and dif-
ferent in charactor bheing mostly grazing and delry farming,in
sharp contrast with the wet,marshy land of the area hordering

the golway ®irth on the Cumberland side.

]

The bright morning had turned to an intermitant drizzle be
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fore I had got very far beyond Annan,and the road offered bub
little in the shape of elther firewood or shelter.

There was some of the hacon that I had got in @arlisle loft
in my poachers pocket,but as it was almost impossible to light
a fire I got some tea mashed at a cobbtage and contented myself
wlth bread and cheesce.

I knew that there was a lodging house in Dumfries,beocause a
couple themselves on tramp,that I had gpoken to near Annan
nad just stayed the weeckend there, With that in mind I pressed
on to pumfries and ithe *"Kip ilousev,

when I arrived in the old town vhere Robert Burns had diled
almogt I50 years hefore,finding the “"Kinp"was easy because the
woman had told me the name of the street and the woman that
owned the plaec,

Like mogt of the scottish lodging houses,it catered for both
sexes under the one roof, It was in a large house with four
bedrooms,one for men only,one for women only,and théythird one
for married? couplss. The fourth bedroom was the landladles
private guarters.,

It was good clean "jodge",clean,{riendly enough,but gtrictly
"No Nonsense“and Hrg.Drummond the landlady ruled the roost.

The charge was one shilling(5p)per night,and adjoining the
kitchen there was a wash-house which was well used not only hy
the lodgers but by Mrg Drummond also., Besides the washing for
that house,the bDrummonds also owned the "Kipvat Hawick where
My, Drunmond was in charge and gent the washing from Hawick to
Dumfries on the sunday evening bus o he washed on the llonday
and returned on the VYednesday husg.

Yhen I had paid and heen bhooked in I made myself a mesl of
fried hacon and bread,and then availled myself of the wasgh-
houge sink to have & good head-to-foot wash,
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The next priority was asalways food,so with that object in my
mind 1 went out into the town,

sven in 1925 the ancient towns of Dumfries and Haxwedhltown
divided only by the River Nith,and jolned by the ancient bri-
dge scrogs it,were very much a tourist atiraction,

Obviously in Autumn the tourist season was over for that yew
but the narrow winding strests(or wynds and vennels as they
were called in the old towngwere there with the shops open
for business,

50 possibly because of the old Scotish saying that "There is
aye(always)something for a strange face"l did very well with
two or three penndes at the butchers and grocers ete.

when I reburned to Drummondts kip I had bought some potatoes
and oniong,and taking a pan I boiled potatoes and onions with
some minced meat and oddments from the butchers and made a
hot stew on the hotplate,

A middle aged couple were staying there,and they had a fifte
een-year old daughter who worked at o mill where yarn was made
for weduiigeinto artificial silk. The mother and father earnd
8 1ittle money by mending and meking doormats which at that
tine were made of cocoanut fibre(Coir)spun like a rope and plo-
ited together everyone even shopkeepers used them,

The girl Maggie had just come in from work when my stew wasg
ready,end as there was nuch more "Hash"than I could possibly
eat myself Iwent across to them and agked 1f they would like
the remainder while it was stlll hot,

when anyone is of no fixed address,and lives from day-to-day
and job-to-job and by ones own wits,no useable offer is ever
refuged,it is an unwritten law of survival. They accepbed it
eratefully and after their meal washed out the pan and repla
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caed 1t back on the shelf from which I had got it.

They talked to me for a while before going to bed,and ag
they talked they were each mending two small doormats. It
was a rough,dirty job,sand very hard on the hands. As she wor-
ked I noticed that her hands were as rough and hard ag any
menual lahourers would be.

The man had been a collier,but there was no work in the pits
for him now in Lanarkshire,so they scraped a Lliving by mat
mending(or t0 uge the slang term"Tiger Hunting®)snd the few
shillings that the girl tlaggie earned at the mill,

They suggested that I should go to the mill because the man-
ager was an snglishman and he might find me a labourihg job
in the mill,

On the following morning I went down %o the mill and enguind
at the office in the yard. A woman whom I took to be the rec-
eptionist came to the window marked*@nguiriestand said that
she would see the manager for me.

To my surprise a tall man that I supposed was the manager
came owl 1o speak to me,and his firgt words were "You're hnge-
1ish aren't you" Of course I replied that X was,and I was
“Job lluntingtwas there a vacancy for an unskilled workman?

e remarked that I was typical,stralght-to-the-point,and he
1iked that. Then he dashed all my hopes at one go by pointing
out that the firms product was hogilery,there was very little
unskilled work for men,and even packing and despatch was done
by women and young girls.

But then he asked me what kind of ©#0dd Jobs'iwas used %o
and then asked 1f T would like to do a job for him at thelr
house, Yhen I said“¥es*he wrote the address on a hill head and
told me to say that he had sent me from the mill,

248




I had no difficulty finding the house in a resindential part
of the town, It was a laragish house with a front gerden snd a
kind of “lean-To'extention built on at the back. It had an out-
side door besldes a door giving entry from the house,and if
memory serves me rilght,either three or four gsash windows,

The managers wife outlined nmy job to mes I was to whitewash
the ceiling and colour-wash the with green “pDlgtempert(s fore-
runner of emushion paint which superceeded it)then paint the
ingide woodwork doors and window frames.

They supplied all the materials and brushes,snd this was a
time when my provious experience with the painting contractor
pald off for me,

I wore my cloth ecap and an old cotton smock to work in and
1 worked three full days in all finishing on the Triday at
mld-day. The lady of the house was well plemsed with'Handi.-
work on the job.

As for myself I congildered that as I had had two good meals
each day,and numerous drinks of tea as well., Also a pair of
thick tweed trouvsers(my own well worn one being splaghed when
doing the walls snd ceiling)a pair of good wool socks and a
flannel shirt,all that plus £I and 3 shillings in cash I had
had a good well paid job.

It wag a blue Scottish £I note that I had ever geen,but afim
paying my "Kip"iwent straight out and got it changed by buying
teassugar,s bin of milk,and basic items that I would need for
the weckend,

Here again my lueck held out for me., Having got my require-
ment in a paper cerrier hag I went onto a wide thofroughfare
at the riverside known as the White Sands,

This was what might be termed the bHumfries bus gtation be

249




cause it was there that cosches from and to anywhere could
park. The narrow streets of the old higbdric part of the town
beinge unsuitable for large motor traffic even then.

o T sat on the low concrete purapet to check my money and
count my change before returning. I had done very well with
my shopping,and at the grocers where I bought the tea,sugar,#
cte snd into which I had been a day or two sooner he had askel
if T was staying ot thrummondys place™when I gald I was he wropv
ped o ham ghank up together with thetGuittings"iron the aslicer.

Looking down I saw that a two shilling plece had fallen on
the ground and a ten shilling note also. Thinking that I must
be move carefull with my hard-to-get money 1 picked them up
and rveturned them to my pocket.

However when 1 arrived back in the kitchen and having put my
food in my locker I rechecked my money before putting the ten
shilling note in my btinbox for safety. with a shock T found
that I had not one "Ten-pob'note,but twol I could only think
that someone had dropped it when getting out of & hus.

Por the precise resgon that no-one tlashestbank notes abo-
ut in a common lodging house Ihad changed the blue pound note
for my shopping.

ot of the lodgers at Drumnonds were npepularstand well
known localy,even so my trousers and jacket with my money in-
gide it were folded under my pillow at bedtime., For that mate
ter T don't think anyone btrusted the wheputyttoo far.

e wag a young man about thirty years old,and he was not
ahove taking a frying pan in which someone else had left meat
fat or bacon fat,and frying bread or eggd in it. e watched
gveryone cooking anything with that object in view.

Also he was 8n inveterate grumbler,and on the sSunday night
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he complained ta me that he had to go down to the White Sandsg
to meet the bus and bring back the dirty washing from Hawlck,

iihen I remarked about this to the mat-nender and his wife,
they hoth remarked to me."You'd do well to take no notice o!
yon fellow he knowswhich side hig breads butiered! He gets bhed
and breakfast,and seven sghillings a week for keeplng this down
stalrs tidy and emptying the trash and the bedroom bhuckets.

tanles the time that we two have no more than that for wear
ing out shoeleather finding "Tlgera"(mats)to mend,out in the
weather while hets in hesr under cover,*

In the kitechen there was a “lobbing Foot"(the local name for
a cobblers last),and with a few bits of leatheor and some boot
rivets I had got from a boot repair shop I tippe& the toes aml
heels of my bootg. Then I greased them well with the fat from
my frying pan to keep them goft and waterproof,

On the ilondey following I went over the bridge to Maxwells
town to see what opportunities there might be for mg,but al-
though I did gzet a small garden to dig for half-a-crown,a can
of tea and a scone and checse(a Scotch Jcone is large and 1t
takes theplace of breadd,It was evident that there were not
enovgh odd Jobs in both towns to keep me very long.

yhen I told the "Piger lunlertof my decicion to “Hit the KHél
Road" again he agreed and told me a route that I could take
along the Bordercountry and eventualy back into mAngland,

The next morning,Tuesday I again set out on my btraovels.lt
was a fine though dull day and I made good time to Tockerbge
where I found a "Kip“tof sorts. At tenpence(4p)a night it wasn't
as good as Drummonds had been. It wasg only sn old cotbiage up a
narrow bhack alleysand I was glad when morning came,

‘"The road to Hoffat produced nothing for me except wet clothes
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and when I did arrive at the lititle town of Hoffat it was 1o
find that there was neilther a lodging houge or any shelter
where I could spend the night,1lt was ny first real cxperieme
of o scoteh igt which penetrated everything,

I am told that now-adays there are more people and more feae-
ilities in Hoffat than there were in 1925,but at that time it
congisted of one long main gtrest, agrocery store snd general
shop and Little clge.

At the shop I got bread and tea,ond quite a few cheese angd
other bits. The butcher shop was not open,but at a House(the
single story “Abot-ant-Aben'type an oldlsh lady made me a can
of hot tea and gave me a hot scone., 3She sald that I could sit
in the porch between the two doors to "fake Your Piece"(eat
ny food)in the dry.

she seemed glad to have someonce to talk to and chatted to
me ag I ate. Remarking that I had s good top=coat,but it wag

t"Gey Wet"she sald that often a tramp would go to the @gas yorks

t%ﬁ?%%}ég%ﬁﬁgﬁgu%ﬁéw%3ﬁu¥§?iing T made my way up the side
street at the top of which could be seen the chimney and the
gagholder of the small gasworks. As one could expect the big
double gates to the yard were now closed for the night,hut a
small wicket gate with 8 lateh gave access to the yard. Open-
ing this I went inside and across to the retort house.

The night stoker was there(he worked from 6.7, until 6,41
and ne said thet I could stay in the retort house until morn-
ing when he went off duty.

1t was hot and dusty,end every two hours he came to draw th
coke from two retorts;and then recharge them with fresh coal,

T half sat,half 1aid on the coal stakk slecplng in snatches
petyeen charging,when the clatter of the coke drag and the
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glang of the coal shovel made slesp temporarily impossible.

Eveh go it wag still better than spending a night outdoors
in the wet,drizzling mist,ond besides drying my clothes,with
50 much fire and water available I could make teajzalbelt
with out milk,but sill hot and swect.

After that nlght at HMoffat,whenever I was in need of a
‘gough Kipvand a small town gas house was handy I went there
to spend the night.

After o wash in a bucket of cold water I went on my way at
6.0'clock taking the road to Innerlelthen,with the "jcotch
Mistrenveloping everything like a wet blanket.

T had bhreakfast in yoffat,and it was a good thing that I
had a fair amount of food with me,because there was nowhere
on that road bvefore I reached Innerleithen the next evening
where I could get food, Even cottages were few and far het-
ween,with no dry fuel to make a fire by the roadside.

i have no doubt thet in summer the Dalveen Pasgs end the
headwaters of the River Nith sre very picturesque and heautw
ifull,but on that grey late Auvtumn day with everything wet,
crey,and sodden,even the Cheviot fills rising at elither side
looked dark and forbidding.

Phe tourist season was over,and the only two cotiages that
I passed had their doors and windows bhoarded up. The wooden
nuts and klosks at the roadside were also shuttered and lock-
ed up for the winter.

Then a8 I turned a bend in the road I saw a sight for which
T was totaly unprepared. Away to my left in a small glen some
distance back from the road was a magnificent waterfalll

I wasg cold and hehgry,and doubtless the sﬁray from the Lhil
added to the mist blowing down the pasg,but I stopped a few
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mintes to look at it,because I had never seen such a fall
in my life hefore.

hater I learned that it's helght was three hundred feet,and
during the pagasing of countless centuries the water had cut
away the softer parts of the rock to leave a natural spout
from which the water fell in an unbroken ghbream Into the
pool. at the foot of the hill,

It was then that I saw the first vehlecal to pass me since I
had left Hoffat. 1t was a batltered old Tord car with a typlo-
a8l hill farmer driving it with hig dop in the bocelk,

Shortly afterwards I came to o roughly bullt stone cottage
by the roadside. There was a whisp of blue smoke Trom the
chimney so I went to the door with my can,knocked,and asked
the man who answered the door to scald me some tea.

faking my can wilthout a word he went back ingide to return
a few minutes later with the steaming tea which he handed to
ine saying as he did go:-tYou'll need %o hurry or you'll no?®
make the Loech afore darkw,

Then without another word he shut the door again and I sat
in the Little wooden poreh and ate a nmeal of sorts with the
vread ete that I had with me before continuing my journey.

I had lost track of time because nmy watch had stopped. I
had not wound it that morning,and by the time that I had rooe-
ched Saint iaryts Loch it was dark,the mligt had cleared,and
the stil) surface of the water reflected the stars like a
big nirror.

By the roadside opposite the Loch was 2 long low cotlbage
with a lamp burning in the living room, Thinking that It was
not wise to knock at the door at night I went carvefully roum
to the back. There was a woodshed and lifting the latch I
went ingide. Besideg logs and sticks Tor kindling there were
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gome dry sacks

spreading These on the sawdust covered earth floor I layed
down and fell asleep. Although my coat was wet I covered my-
self with 1t to keep off the dradght from the door.

ffow Long T slept I don't know but when I awoke daylipht wes
breaking and I wag shiveribg.

Getting to my Teet I heat my hands and stamped my featb,then
looking out 1 saw the cottage chimney smoking,so I went and
agked the woman Lo mash me some ted.

shen she brought me my can of tea she asked me where I had
gpent the night,so I told her guite truthfully. 3 aking her
head she simply saidg~"It would be gey cold in there for you',

On leaving the Loch behind I found myself erossing an empdy
desolate moorland with nothing on either side except peathog
heather and bracken,and the empty road in front. The only
living things were sheep and an occagional curlew or a plover
until I met a farmer type.

Asking him the time I set my watch going agaln and contin-
ned on my way to Innerleithen.

T had picked up a handfull of dry twigs in the woodshed am
with these and a handfull of dead bracken T 1it a small Tire
in a sheltered spot to boil water in my can from a spring.

ALY T had left to sar was some raw bacon and some tea and
gugar,the last bread I had eaten at breskfast, 5o [ had hot
ten and bacon bits there at the roadside.

Further on before I came in sight of Innerleithen Isaw a
sma)ll rough stone cottage near the road,and going to the door
T nmsked the old woman if she would sell nme something o eate.
noing back indoors sgain ghe returned with a steaming bowl

of hot broth and & thiel piece of hard rye bread.
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she would accept no payment from me,saying that she could
not take payment for & Chrigtian duty to feed the hungrgy.

sven aftexr the lapse of all those years I still remember
how good that peppery broth and bread tasted.

At the Co-op shop in the town I bought bread,iea,sugar,and
sot% gome more bits of cheese snd bacon ate,snd Horserine,

1 spent that night in the retort house at the gas works,
and in the corner was a gasg ring and a kettle., A long flex-
ihle pipe came through a hole in the wall to the stove,and I
Fell asleep on the coslheap wabching mice running down the
plpe to eat crumbs on the floor,and then running hack up
again and through the hole,

the next day was fine and [ got two small jobs which pro-
vided me with another two or thres shillings,and I algo met
a man and his woman(both middle aged)who were also“dn the
road". Tthey said that they would stay the night in theSHel-
tar liougse",

This wasg something which I had not thought ahout before,
possibly because the sScottish poor law aystem ia not lLike
the inglish equivalent, The "Ingpector of poorw(the jcotiish
oquivalent of the Engligh "Relicving Officerd,could issue a
"Linev{(a note)which one gave to the caretaker of the "Shelter
Hougetauthorising a nights shelter.

50 the three of ug duly presented ourselves to the Inspec-
tor at the appointed time of 6.P,M. Then joined by another
man we took ourtlinestto the shelter houge which was almost
next door to the Gas yorks.

It was sinply an empty room with a fireplace,but no furnite
ure on the bare wooden floor,or even & blanket for covering.

The woman had brought with them a small sack with gone
wood inyand T volunteered to go to the Gag Jorks for “Two
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pennies Yorth of coke'. Taking the nack I got about a buckeb-
full of coke for tuppence,and the stoker told me that the
splenddd waterfall that I had seen on ny way wasg called “The
Grey Haredg radilv,

In gpring and swumner tourists came many miles to see it and
the 3aint {aryés Loch,but because of so much rainy westher I
had seen it at it's best,nlbeit I was not on holiday.

Ye lit a fire ond made tes and had a meal;then we setitled
down for the night. It provided ue with shelter but nothing
alse oven so Lt was bebber than a night in the open in the
cold weather,

Next morning we went our separate ways,the couple and the
men to Peebles ond myself southwards to the Border,

A%t Melrose(where I spent the night in the Gasworks)the last
rays of the settlng sun 11t up the old med sandstone Abbey,

surrounded by green grass 1t wes a pleture that I still
clearly remember in my minds eye,

from there onwards even the names of the towns and villages
sounded like a page of history. Darnick,Dryburgh,Gelashiels,
Coldstream,Berwick,spittal;Belford,Alnwick,and iorpeth,

The weather was cold,wet,and changeable and jobs were very
Tew and far between. vhile most people were reasonasbly good
natured and helpfull there were others who geemed o only ses

uspl e

2

a weyfairing person as undesireable and an object of
lon and digtrust,

On one occasion I spent a whole morning sawing and spliting
logs,for which I recleved half-a-crown(i2in),a drink of tea,
two slices of bread and jamyand & lecture on the evilg of
drink and idleness!

On the the road between Alnwick and Horpeth I met o tramp




coming from Morpeth where he had stayed the night in the Casg-
ual ward at the workhouse. lie asked me for a match,and after
exchanging the usual questiontihich way have you come",le
soid he had been to a farm offthe road"i plece®(a 1ittle way)
yhere the farmer had offered him a job “"lopring and Talling®
neeps(sweded).

e wag & real old "@ogsert,but hig information suited ne
and 1 went to the farm where two womeh were already working
in a field. The farmer gaid that he would give me five shil-
lings o day(25p)and twordrinkings® (tea and sandwiches mnorne
ing and afternoon)so I agreed,

Our job was to pull up the swedes and chop off the roots
and the tops with a short vzillhook"and throw them into heaps
to be carted away for storage,

Tt wag o small field and we finighed 1t in two days. The
farmer wag woll pleasged and gave ug twelve shillings ecach,1t
was o welcome addition to my excheguer,

in addition to this the farmer had allowed me To sleep in
thevhothie" (the stone built hubt where the farm hands had
their meals), It had an open fireplace and with o wood fire
it made a comfortable enough "skippert.

One night the farmerg wife brought me & bowl of broth and
n goodtfoorsteptof crusty bread for supper,the next night she
wrought me a basin of porridge and cold milk, As [ saved some
of the bread and Tat bacon from@®rinkings"for lunch I had no
need o buy food for those two days.

Nexd morning T "Pook The Roadtagain snd stayed the night at
Horpeth Gas wWorks before proceeding on my way to Heweastle,

I didn't stop in NHewcastle but went on straight down Pilge
rim gtreet over they8wing Bridge and up Bottle Bank,not stopl
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ping until I was well clesr of Gateshead. At a watchmans fire
by the roadside I stopped to *Drum UpPiaking tes and having a
mesl, then on towards junderland,

T remembher that as I fried hacon over the watchmans fire on
a shovel,the local "polligv(roliceman)passed on hisg bieyele
but he didn't even bother to look at us,

There wag no point in trying to get odd jobs in dounty Hur-
hom,becsuse with thelir level of unemployment far ahove the
natilonal average,every little spare time job wes eagerly
sought after by local folk,

L did however get a good break at Gowpen Bewley., On the Swm-
day night T asked 2 woman in the village to mash me some tea
and as we telked she said that a farmer just down the road
zoing to thresh the next day.ouite close to the farm was a
brickyard and I spent the night sleeping on the coalheap in
the hoiler housge.,

At seven o'*clock next morning I was at the farm,and the feg
mer told me to wwork off the stack". It im perhaps best at
thig point if I describe a threshing machine and how it work-
ed becsusge like the gteam traction engine that accompanied it
the machine ig now o thing of the past.

It was a "3elf Contained" uint all the machinery being en-
closed in a strong wooden body on four wheels,with & drawbar
g0 the engine could pull from place-to-place, The ftraction
engine also supplied the power to drive the machine with a
belt from it's Tlywheel to the pulley of the thresher,

A man gstood in amyellvat the top of the machine,and ag the
man on the stack tossed the sheaves to himzhe cut the shrings

and fed them into the machine,

Ag 1t wag fed into the “@runm"the machin@ vrhrashed *the corm




from the ears,separated the grain from the chalfl,separated
broken straw and weed geeds(vfovings®)from it,and delivered
them all down separatbe spouts into sacks to be token awaye

Phe long straw was tied into bundles called BBatstby the
machine to come out down o shube at the back for carting to
wherever it was required.

Hy job was to Tork the sheaves 0 & man in the middle of
the stack who pitehed them to the dzeder. As the sheaves had
to be fed with the enrs all one way,the man pitching had 1o
pitch them all one way onto the feeding board,

Phere were geven men and three womensand when the drinkings
cone we shared a two gallon can of hot tea between us. I well
remembey how good the sandwiches of cold roast mutton and
homemade bread tasted with the hot sweet tea. Roast mubion
was something one ravely got on the road,bhecauvge of necess-
ity every thing that one cooked must be elther iried or bol-
lad,even in a "Kiphouse",

An unwritten law among threshers was that iLf you forked off
the top of the gtack you must algo fork up the bothom also.

Thig was harder work and more dugty ag one got lower down
the gtack,ond we tied our brouser bottoms with twine because
of rats in the stack hottom,

in the mid-morning two rat catchers came from the village
one had oan Irish Perrier and the other had a Bedlington,and
betweon them they got ten rats,for whieh the farmer pald one
shillingﬁ%ﬁch rat caughte.

One rat did get away,but the farmer was satisfied. Because
the stack was under o dubeh Barn there had been no thatch to
take off the top and we finished threahing in mid afternoon,
50 after drinkings he paid esch of us 7 shillings(that lg the
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nived hands like myself)and we cach went our separate ways,
mysellf to the brickyard at gix o*clock when the holler firer/
hrick burner came on night shifb.

putting some pobatoes which I had got from the larmer,;wid
cr one of the boiler Ffiregrates 1o roast I avall8iled myself
of the opportunity to have a good "All Overtwash. For this
purpose I stood on a gack on the warm foodplates in front of
the hoiler with a bucket of hot water,afterwards [ washed my
shivt and towell in another bucketifuil,

It ig strange how o trivial and often comleal incldent can
stay in ones memory long after more important things have
heen forgoliben.

On that particular llonday night the village tRobhhytdecided
to poy a roubine visit to the brickysrd. lis smazement when
e saw me stood in the nude in front of the boller I can stil
se in my minds eye.

tloway man',he said in his burham accent."You're nuthung
Like the statue o' Venus stood therelt

Te asked me the usual gquestions aboul myseli,and then asked
where liarbotile the boilerman was. I told him that he was ath
tending to the brick kiln,he left me and I gob dressed apain,

sefore he left me he gave me & tip about the possibility
of o day or two's work on the gtockton road,

A bricklayer had contracted to do the brickwork on btwo
shops which were being built for & new houging development.

fie had only one man worlking with him,and he neede help o
mix and lay the concrete foundationg for them. Ve had to mix
the concrebe by hand on a big board,it was hard work but I
oot 21 and a stamp on my Insurance Cords,so 1t was o big help
for messo I went on into stockton where I bought food and
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gapent s night at a lodging house just off the ilarket Place.

It wag a good clean “Kiptand after a good nights sleep I
went to try for work on the new dock which wag under congie
ruchion ot pillingham then. liad it rested with the gangers
on the job i would have boeen "3@% ong,but the coniract was
let on the understanding that only the local men unemployed
would be employed on the silie.

I could have got a job ot the 1,0.T works ot laverton Hill,
but again I had no fixed address,and without o job and a
weekly wage I could not get lodgings anywhere.

30 T took the road again via Thormeby and Horth Yorkshire,

1 can't remember now where I speng that night except that I
slept “"nough",but the day after I saw a fotor wagon stood by

the roadgidesas it was facing the same direction as I was
going,ond I had not had a 1ift since leaving Cariisle I de-
cided to ask the driver for o 1L1ft on ny way.

262




ghapter.i7.
Problem Solved.
and
People of The Road,

Crossing the road to the wagon I Looked in the ecab,but it
was enptye However even as I looked the driver came out of a
field where he had been because of necessitys

then I asked him for o 1ift on my way,he said that he was
returning divect to Jjullgond I could go with him to ther If I
wantbed to go that far,so I accepted.

lle did stop once more bofore resching Stone Ferry at Hull
where he drpped me offynevertheless we reached there hefore
tea time go I walked down the road paralell with the niver
Hull to Hull Harbour.

Lt was then that I met a boatman whose acquaintance I had
made when I had frequented the rilverside at Leeds. The surp-
rise was mutual,and Billy assked me how I came to he in Hull?

vhen I told him he said, “yell we're on theberth at pank's
and we'll be loading to-morrow to go to ¢oole on afternoon
tide,so if you went you can go with us,snd I'11 give vou the
ten-hogh{T8 shillings=50p)purchage money",

Poxr the benefit of my reader let me explain that a boatman
always spoke of hils boat and hinself together asg "yermicaning
his togetherness with his vessel.

With that I went on my way turnigg up past Rank's flour mill
where I looked from salthouse iane Bridge and saw Billjiés boab
on the berth before crossing to the other side of 014 larbour.

I found a lodging house in an aptly named street called Blen-
ket Row. It was & gmall pleee in a od%mrted dwelling house,and
they charged a shilling per night with the use of the fire and
pang for cooking. also it was near the Piler,thls made 1Lt handy
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for soing to the 01ld Iarbour or the Town Docks area Trom Drye
popl to Adbebt Dock including Queens,Princes;and Humber Hocks,

%%%gig%a good clean kip and aflter a good nights sleep I went
to Ranks's where Bllly was loading flour for Ranks Depot at
Leets. Loading was finighed at mid-day ond after T had washed
down our decks we left for Goole with the flood tide.

Billy had two Toibles,one of them wag bthat he did not Like
Lo make eny journey on the waterways ot night. He also liked

(quite vhderstandably)to be bach home in Hull each weskend,
Por those reagons instead of towing with the ¢oole & Hull
fowing C¢oshe always btowed o (foole with the sheam keels owned

by spillers flour mill at Hull,

On that particular day the “Flour packet "as these vessels
were called by boaitmen,wag going up the Ouse past Goole Lo
selby. Lven go I wasg surprised when we were moored in Barpge
Nock at (oole in less than three hours,for the llumber tide
rung fast.

Ag both of us was going Yo Leeds he gald that I could astay
the nilght on board with him and go t0o lLeeds becange he would
tow with the Alre & Calder canal tug at six otclock next more
nige which also sulted nme,

Jonal travel is much slower than the tidal river,and it wag
Late afternoon on Friday bhefore we reached Leeds tosgether with
four more boats and the tug where BiLlly pawe me the ten ghile
ings rurchage [lonay®,

To explain thig,all boats worklng in tidal water must have
two men on board to satisfy the Insurasnce regulstliong, 50 a
man was hired to go with o boatman who wasvAll Hands Onet (
that ig alone on hig hoat). The hired man was known ag the

“Purchase Hatevand hig contract ended st Coole or Yoadby
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according to the destination,either on Quse or Trent,

L took my turn steering ete aond thig was to my beneflt he-
cauge 1t was an unwritten law of the bostmeh that if you help-
ed on a boat your'skipperwas woraly obliged to give you s
drink of tea and a gandwich,or something to eat,

If he didn*t his neme would be mud among the obther bosntmen,d
thig meant that 1 did not need to buy any food at (foole,

By accepting Billy's offer I had not only corned ten shille
ings,but T had olso solved the problem of fTinding some kind
oFf shelter din the unpredictanle inglish winter.

Hot only Billy,but alsgo the other hoatmen now knew that if
they saw me I would be willing to "Go Purchase"or helyn o
stow or digecharge(unload)a cargo.

Thig not only ecarned me a few shillings,but hecause ag mate
I had the usge of the "Potegtle" (the forward cahin)l had a shel-
ter where T could 1light o fire and asleep ag well og cook on
the gtove. It also meant that I had no need hang arvound hone
sponging on my parents although I could s%ill go to sece them,

Cf course come Springtime in the month of MHarch I could again
return to my wanderings on “The Road'when the weather was 1ids
hter and not so severe,

Here I will once more dlgress dln order to describe the kindg

rob

of folk that I met with ®On The Roadv. They were nony and di-

Pl

verse in every way.s part of an ers now long gone,

They did however hbove one thing in common, None of them hod
anything but contompt for the"Town Hropoutstwho Just hung apre
townsg and cities Pgeroungingtyaleeping in brickyards ov any
nlage that ollowed them 1o sleep the nlght and so back to a doy

spent like stray dogs.objects of contenpt sand ridicule.

Among them were mony Hethylated =pirit drinkers of both 3%@3
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who would begfrom anyone to buy the "Blue Lady'as it was called
among the vagrants. It wag by no means unusual to see one of

thaoose gl

=

ifHlocs dropouts searching a rubbish bin behind the

~

kitohen of a hotel or a cafe in order to find sone discoarded
bits of food to eatt

pven the hardehed old tramp who wandered along the roads #
hetween towns and villages,begring his liviag and sleeping in
any barngbullding,or haystack on hisg way,would not heve any
wirucktwith o wnocal Hoochertas he called then.

he real tramp was o person who fraveled over a regulsy ares
often covering more than one county on hig Riound*at nore or
less regular intervals between places,but never staying long
snywhere,yet his face would be familisr.

wfor the most part the real tramp or "Hossertwas middle aged,
but occasionaly vounger ones mipghi be seen on the rood.,

There wag algso another type of "Dogser't, This was what was
called by the other vagrants a wipike wallaht,or a vagrant who
sinply travelled from one workhouse to the next on his round
snd shayed in the “Casual wardvof that institution,

Phae Cesusl Yard,or “iranp yardtwas provided under the DPoor
Lov Aots to provide a nights shelter for single vagrants and
was set apart from the other wards of o Workhouse, Lt was set
apart so there was no contact with the Pauper Inmatos of Bt

L

of the Tanstitution

It also had a different get of rulesg for the Casual P0OT,

wor inghance,any person regldent in the area covered by a
particular yorkhouse was nodb allowed to stay a night in the
gogual werd. Such o person mugt apply for admisgsion ag an Jne
mate 1Lf destitute.

in the ease of & tramp or ony casual poor person,adinission

]

could only be grined by presenting ones gelf to the poriter
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on duty at 6 o'clock in the evening. the porter then booked
the following particuvlars before admitting the person.

"Hame,age, trade,where fromn? Golng to? Have you any properby?

The term "Property“refered to anything other than ones clo-
thing which had to be honded in to be veturned the next morne
ingsyoften after being diginfected or "Shovedh,

The applicant then usualy had to bath and put on o shirt
provided for that purpose each night. Accomodation was either
in separate cellg,or in one large room,ond coch person had two
blankets and slept on the floorbosrds which were bare and were
washed hy the casuals asg their wlaskn,

the porter had authority to search each casval on sdmition
to see that he didn't take a knife,pipe;tobacco,or maltches in
vwith himy,bul he could take his boots as a pillow.

for gsupner each one received eight ounces of bread and may-
gerine and a tin mug of weal tea. For breakfast he pot o ping
of "skilly"(porage made of meal and water with salt added)and
1T not discharged at eleven o'clock A.il, he veceived cisht owm-
nces of bread,four ouncesg of cheege,and Tour ounces of holled
potatoe(unpeeled)at nidday,

ALL these food ltems were handed out in the ubiquitons tin
mug gxept that ig for the bread and narpgerine,which was in one
thieck slice and gimply held in ones hand to bite and eat.

Iin many cases nowadays the term “3killyvis uged for aoup,
but this was not so.fhe unsweetened meal and water porrage
wor always calledvwgkilliyn,

There wag indeed a provision made in the diet presecribed by
the Act for a gasnal which allowed ¥ pint of broth nmade by bol-
Ling bones in water to which vossibly o 1ittle potatoe or on
onion would he added with peprer and salt.
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Thig thin watery concoction was usualy given at midday weal
and took the place of tea along with the hresd sand chaege,and
it was dubbed “Cock Brothvcertainly never wikilly®,

Under the terms of the Act of Parliament covering the Casual
voor in the wiramp Ward',certain tasks of work must be perfor-
mad befors casuals were digcharged.

A copy of the Act of I879 had be dlsplayed on the Motice
hoard in the vard,and this laid down not only the tasks,hut the
number of hours to be worked. It also lald down the penaltiles
for refusing to work.

Juote-tiight hourswork in dlgging,pumpling,cutting wood,or
grinding corn', In some Workhouses bthe tasks incuded sione breee
king also. AlL work was allocated at the discretion of & "Tasgk-
mastert (ugualy the porter).

If o gasual refused to do his "Task*or dagaged any properiy
ol the Institutionshe could be taken bhefore a lagistrate who
could sentence him to from 7 days to 3 months imprisonment wilth
hoerd lehbour. The charge was "Beling an idle and digorderly peve
gon within the measning of the Act".

I o casual was kept in the whole day following his admlssion
he would not be dlagwadsed until 8 A4 on the following day.

The faskmaster could give a four hour task,and 17 zo the cage
ual would bhe discharged at eleven Ay, In either cose he rec-
eived a vouchber which stated "Cive the bearer & ounces of
hread and 2 ounces of cheese,for vhich this is to e your vou
cher® thig curried the Official stamp and the name of the shop
to which it must be token. In most cases the shop would he
about half way to the next town,but 1T no shop #n Route took
those vouchers,the bread and cheese was glven when dinchar-
eing the Casual,.
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Laving been discharged Crom o Wlramp Jard",s casuval mnug
not apply egain in a less time than four wecks to the same
casual ward. If he did so he could be detained for four days,

This was known as being v¥Under the fontht,

necause of the neagre fare snd rough condifions in a W
wapike(the nzme by which gasual wards were known on fhe road ),
no dogser wvanted to be detained four days.

70 avold this somebimes a casual would give a false name to
the porter,but that worthy was often pretty shrewd.

At somevgpikestanyone in for four days had to wesr the vorke
nouge eiothes to preveny him sbsconding. As these were all the
samoe grey colour and stamped,ie would soon be ayrragted then
charged with being "Idle and Disorderly".

negides €ke old hardened tramps and the gpike wallah's, iy
there were some who although they were "On the Toby"Irom one
place to anotherswere willing to work and cven dovdddddgohs"

in ovder to pay their wgiptand buy food cte.

™

e
LU wWa

¢ with thig type of wanderer that I indentlfiocd myself

hecause it was preclsely for the independance of finding nmy
own Living rather than usponge"that 1 hod left hone.

Thave was also the itinerant navvy. Fe traveled the roads
from one public works job to another,making what could be
torned the "akilledtworkforce on works undertaken by contyrac-
tors in the making of roads,sewess,loying cables,and axcov-
atbiong of all kinds.

any kind of digglng andexcavating machinery wag very much
in it's infancy in the 1920's,and public works contractors
rolied on the navvies Tor bthelr cagual labour,

ffsualy 2 heavily bullt man he could with pick,shovel 141b

honmer and steel wedge,cut out trencheg ete In all kindg of
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pround from clay and sand to chalk and solid rock where an
axplosive was necded.

tost of pBritaing canalg and railroads were congbrucied by
the itinerant navvies,who also drove the tunnels Loy them.

As an individual,although he was a fellow travelor on the
roads, the navvy kept his own company with fellow navvies.

Aliways adapbable to civeuvmstances.lf necessary he would
wpough Ithnear the job. If the job was near a town ne would
stay at a "Kip House',or even on a big contract in huts prov-
ided by the contractor on gite.

e might algo stey(if availlable)in "Private Dicat{ag a Lode
ger in psome working class household).

Wavvies in general represented almost every part of the B~
tigh Isles with a preponderance of Irisghmen,hut in spite of
this they were not ususly rowdy or quarrelsone,

they had a distinctivegmode of dress usualy o thick cloth
double-breasted jacked with desp pockets ingide and outside,
with & waistcoat bo mateh,and made Lo measure.

e wore thick brown corduroy trousers and heavy boots. This
togoether with a sbrong flannel shirt,and either a cloth cap g
or a soft Telt *trildby*hat completed hig wardrobe.

[n 2 lodging house hig eaﬁingi%&ualy gimple and without any
nppdillat. He would buy meat or bhacon to fry wiih eggsg or he

3,

oiten nought o ham shank or a bacon hock,or & piece of bheel,

and this sbewdd in o big pan with vegetbables and potetoes and

s loaf of bread formed hig larder.

Hig recreation was egually simple. f few pints of beer at

the nearest "Boozertwas the usual nightly "Break',
wven ot work the navey still kepb up his independant style

in his adtitude to the boss and his job. the accepted condit
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iong of enployment ond the payment of wages vig own ot
titude admirebly.

On all Public vorks enmploying casual labourgcach man wag
booked onto the job each day by the "Ganger(the charge hend
or Toreman). A nan conld be sacked st one hoursg notlce by the
gongerylikewise & men could leave the job by giving one hours
to hig pganger. In either cage all wagoes due would be osid on
the apot topgether with hig Insurance dairdg,

Algo on mogt of these Johs aflter worklng a day a navvy couM
"subt(eet an advance payment, 8 loan literaly on his waged,

This subbing wag necded hecause o navvy wag usualy "Droke
whaen he came for a job. lven after being on a job & long time,
a navvy rarely saved any noney,

i1ls ophilosophy wag “Give me my money on the day that I work,
one doay at & time;lel to-morrow walt until fo-nmorrows,

ALY this meant that the Pimekesper on the johynot only had
to keep track of the hours worked by overyone on the Jjobshut
e had to have some cash to pay out the "Subst,

Begides thils men came and went sway egain ainost every day,
o hig duties included stamping dards and paying up the nen
who “Jacked Upt{left the job on the spotb).

Por this reagon the Timekeeper was nlcknamed “"the Navvies
Dlerkhy all and sundry.

sven in the T930's the wmeal nsvvy was a dying breed overtale
by the march of progress. Now like the true glpsgy he is a

sharactor of the pagtzhis like will not be seen again.

Another type of wenderer that one met on the roads and who
gtayed in lodging houses,was a type who had what one might
teym avakilleor Line of trade,

A person who went from dooy-to-door repsiring deormalts made

of cocoanut Tibre(dolir)was called a "Tiger luntertand usualy
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he would accompanied by a woman. The women would collect the
the "Plgerst (mats),cook meals atc in the "Kip'while her man
did the repalrs mending the mats in the kip vhere they were
staying at the time.

One type in this elass was a "prickler', fgain he would be
accompanied by o woman for the same reagons.

Thetpricklertnended china and pottery ornaments hy riveting
with strong copper wire and a cement. Most of the ornaments
had a sentimental value such ag gifts or wedding pregents.

athikadd A third type was known ag a "Funkum lHawker', Jome-
times they would opperate singly,but more often o man and a

,

womantyorkedvs distriet together. The woman made small hags YW
gowing 1ittle bits of thin material,and bthese were Tilled wih
lTavender and sewn up to bhe pedaled(hawked)from door 0 doox,

for the most part Tunkum Hawking was simply a cover for
ontright besgingand uvsualy accompanied by a hard luck tale.

vhere a man was in company with & woman he would be sald to
have atlong Haired !late",and a "Xiphouge" that took couples ¥
tosether was o “padding (antt,

‘“he various nomadic folk on the road had a common vocabulary
which was understood by all of them even the loeal "[iphouse
wallehttwho rarely if ever left their town,

oy ingtance "Poing a Skippertwas to sleep rough in an oute
puilding or & shed. Tovgitay at Hother Greenficldatwas to gle~
ep outdoors in a fleld or & hedgebotiom. To '"Mooch"your iip®
moant to beg s few pence for a nights lodging.

any Torm of hegging was spoochingt ,pnd "pulling Gp* or “Ga-
geingtieeant accosting possers by in the gtreet for money,cig-
arothes,or matches. An expression meaning the samne thing was
to tPaptsomnsone for a cigatetto,matches,cte,
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hits of

atale bhung at a conflectioners, they would

be *pitehing The workt,

wyen bhe Casunl yords at Jorkhouses had nicknomes for vapy.e
ions btypes. ror ingbtance the regular inmate who helped the
sapiketporter by handing out hlankets, Tood cto,and helped in
the bathroom,was the “framp ajort. the porter himsell was &

wpnld paupertand rated 1o bebiter than an Inmate,

One charactor(now extinet)was the "iush Fekert. l'e usualy
syorkedtaround one ayea or district,and he might ov might not
have o "Long Haired fatet. Ris Joh was nmending Umbrella's
which ot that time were all hand made and expensive,so the
fuah Faker could earn Tiving repaiving them ot the "KipPin
whiceh he was staying.

A& traveling handyman like

reasonable odd-joh offered,was

rhe social seale(that is in ¢

wraveling navey,or anyone ols

e | < rabed Tolk onvihe

Laap

vated 1ittle belhler bthan the

roywnt or olty living like
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is one might expech,the "arm of The Law'had & nickname whid
voriod seccording to which port of the country one happened o
be ot the time. vebt all of them wonld bhe understood by the
nonadic Freternity in general.

Thun any polliceman was o eiickertatsloptaiiognertaltPeclerts,
wrlabhierat Buayt, ariobhyt,or ainply ®ihe Lawd,

In fairness bo them,the average pollcemnsn turned o bHlind eve
o bthe nobivities of wayfarcesdg,although all forms of hegging
ond sccosting people Tor that purpose were agalnst the law,

Mhere was no eredit for taking snyone to court for bepgoing,
and o voliceman considered thet unless the begper woes naking
thomselves o nuisonce o the public,such o person was below

nity as o congtable.

b

inyone persiitantly begging or accogting could he charged

p-e..‘

sy o "Rogue and a Vagabondtunder tho Vagrancy Aots.
o the same reagon L o Policeman saw anyone cooking or
i3

moking a neal by the roadgslde,unlesgs there was & good reagon

he would not interfere

aven the procesa ol cooking by the roadalde,nnd the means
of doing so had it's own Jjargon. For ingtance everyone car—
ried some kind of pocket knife(often an old table knd feyand
a large spoon, sometimes the spoon was rafered to ng atshovel"
hut o knlfe was always o "Chivh,

K.

Having succesfully pitehed the fork at butchers or any othe
or shops,the next thing was find some place to cook whatever
one had obitained.

On almoat all moin roads and most side roads, thore were

(3

ploces such ag whero the road crossed o sbream,or o spring
from which water could bhe get, Suech o place wag o g
Up atationt jusucly well known Lo wayforers(and Others)
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To make & Tire wood was needed; this was "Dry drackv,and o

noviece on the road would often try Lo Light & firve with bits
of “Greont(not dry or dead wood). uxperienced folk collacted

dry Lwige from hedge hottoms to stort a firve,and nobody used
nore wood than necessary for the purpose.

1o boll water one used a tin can with a wire handle. Such &
can for making tea was a “"Drum',a big one for holling veget-
ables ete to make a stew,or boll potatoes was a "thackle Drumd

sovn was called vshackleg®,and the brooasm of boiling ony
thing was "hrumming Upt. The fire was called a "Vogv,and afte-
vee o dogser would “house'the ashes by selther putting water m
on them,or urinating before leoving the drumming up station,

Here I will mention a distinction made in these torms regan-
ding vtensils. vhen uging psans In 8 "Kipt,one wefered Lo thenm
a5 “potgtnot as "Drumgi,but one still tchackled Uptin them,

On the road one uged o tin 1id to “Pry Upt. MMost of these
bing could be found on Council rubblsh btips,but most shopkeep-
erg would give you a lorge tin that toffee came in,vwhile g

Rl

tobheoco shop wag generaly good for a snufl tin for & tea drum
The main reagon for "dousingta fire hefore leaving wag bhege

ause no dogser wanted 1o start a grags-firve which migsht burn

hedges and fences and damage crops,which wouldr'dut Him In Badvy

with both the fermer and the Police,.

o brades that one never meb on the road were o binsmith and

8 pglazier becsuge of the impoasibllity of carviing their stock
~in-trade Trom place. Also one rarely saw o pedler on the road

because he had to buy plnggnecdles,shoe and hoot laces, huthong
ete which he hawked from door-to=door,from the wholosalerse
Mhese were oll dn bilg towns and cities,ond he had to show WY
i

hig Pedlers Licence ho gel supplics ab wholesale price,
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e cards of buttons ehte which he hawked from door-to-door
wore rather cheap and bawdry,and known ag mSwagt. The whole-
gale shops where he bought them were called "iwap ‘hopgt,and
thae nodler was called a wswag Hawker®,

Inevitably the “0ld Dogaertstelothing become varminous,and
nost other travelord,sven apike wallahts avoilded them. Tice
were "Chatstand anyone lousgy was sald to be v"Ohatiye,

vashing oneg clothes could bhe done in a kip LT one atayed &
night or two,nsvaly in a bucket or the gink under the tap.

ot on the road in sultable wesather I often washed my shirt
and hung 1t over a hedge o dry while I drummed vp snd had a
manl. T mended my boots often at the roadside by dhehing a big
pabble or a piece of astone inside to act as o lagt.then uging
another hard pebble as a hammer [ held the hoot hetbween my
knesg to nall on the leather.

joot mending woas called vinobbingtand a boot and shoe repair-
ers shon was "the snob shop",the shopkeeper(or cobbler)being
the vsnob%, By pnitehing the fork at a snobshop one couvld get
a few boot rivets{or "Bradavas they were called)ond on one 009
casion in Horthampbton o "Snobtgave me o palr of second hand
prmy boots which had not been reclaimed after mending!

By uging bhe voeabulary of the rood travelers conld hold &
converaation that would be vninteligable to anyone elae. This
wss even more so when "hyming Slangtwos alao ugsed in the cone
varsation og well,

Inevitably one found people who had been in jail for various

i

of fences(0ften they could not get a job for that ressonj)and

sayhody who had @none Pimeror "Been In 3tir?(been in prison)

was an ohject of suspleion,besides heing susplelous of oThers,

11 bravellors wouldwHave Ho Truckt(tall to)a "Coppers Hork!

(an informer bto Pollice).
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in fact an vawritten law of the road wasg that no-one told
what one knew about anyone eldge to anyone elso,.

dhen anyone was singing in the street(that iz on o main glne
coeb)Tor coppera(sone towns didn't allow thisg),he was sald to
he torddlingt, 0T he walked along side streefs cap-in-hand
singing as he walked,he was gaid to be “Chanting®,

Inevitably when traveling along the roads one melb o glpsy
fomily on the move, They traveled on main roads only vhen 5o
Lo from bown-to-town,snd mode camp on gide side vroads and
green lanes outb-of-town,

Yowadays people call the folk who live on sites in or near a
Sown, Living by dealing in scerop metsl and rags obe "@ipasiesgh,
but the fact ig that the real Gipsg,the true Romany iz now a
parson of the past.

At that time wmotor traflfic sven on main roadg wasn'i very
plentifull,and certainly nothing like it's present volume any-
where, The working horge wag the farmers means of cariting,plo-
vehing,cultivation,and all Farm work,

Por that reason the gipsy together with his family snd horse
droawgn caravan braveled  fromefair-towfalyr, trading horges,while
the women folk toured the nelighbourhood hawking clothes-pess,
srtificial flowers cte.

he true gipsy brownskinned and black haired,with hig living
vang and wagons,snd always followed by a string of horges,
would not have pltched camp on the same land as the present-
day mobor caravan dweller. Horses and the open country were his
Life,and he never mixed with folk in houses.

Like the old-lime navvy,the Gipsg with hilg Romany independ-
ant nomadic way of Life has gone Tor evew,and the mglish

countryside ig auch poorer for his passing.
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ror myself Iucot Cnvwell cnouvgh with most of the other folk
that I came in contact with. They accepted me,nnd 1T in turn
accepted them as part of my nomadic way of Life,at face value
ag Tollow travelors.

The aholishion of the old Board of Guardiang snd the Vighe
orian yorkhouge in 1930 wag the end of the #5pike yallaht,
then lster the advent of the Jellfare State ended the bwilight
world off the other tramps and wayfarers,

Vet by o strange anomaly the very “irop-outstthat they dege
pised sre still to bhe found around most big btovns and cities.

my own case during my nomadic sdx years I learned more
abont hunan nature and the way other people lived than I could
have learned in a Lifetinme static in one place with one jobs

Tt would be impossible to follow such o way of Life now bee
cauge the merceh of progregs hag mechanised sgriculture to the
extent that whereas the farmer relied on cagual Inbour in do-
ing wogt Jobs by hand,machinery does the work instead.

Likewlse the fast motorways have superceeded the open count-

ey roads with their hedges and old world vilisges. There is

no place on main roads Tor the foot travelor now.

i
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Chapter.18,
5elf Help-7ith Luck.

50 now I had established a way that could allow me to tra-
vel ag an "Qdd Job Hén"when casual work outbdoors was possible
and in the Yinter the boats provided & few shillings and shele
ter vhen away from honme,

as must be obvious,one got the full force of had weather
up and down the Humber,and when working the boats in o canal,

wven so a shelbter for the night meant that I didn't need to
pay for a bed in a "Kip House",and as the boatman also prov-
ided a drink of tea and something to eat en route,the few shi-
1lijings were profit Ho nme,

I did use the "Kip"in slanket Row between purchase jobs,
and T got to know the regulars there and they knew me,as one
of them also. It's being convenient to the llarkets meant I ¢
could get the materials for a "SHackle Uphor avpry Upvin the
kip gquite easily.

Another gsource of food was on (Old Harbour 5ide where 5 hoat
known ag the Grimsby iarket Boat called every week carrying
migceloneous poods from and to Grimsby. It often carried cra-
teg of herrings and small haddocks,and it was not difficuli
to abstract two or three and wrap them in paper before put-
ting them in my pockedb.

in passing let me relate one incident that typifies the hoe-
tmeng gstandards. An unwritien law of the waterway was that a
boatman did not carry "Passengersh.

In effect this meant thatl one had to do gome job of work to
justifie ones being on the bhoat it being a wyorking'boat.

Yet if one did sny small service such ag colling ropes or
waghing the decks this meant that one wasn'ht avpassengery
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on this occasion L had helped teorge(not my old friend of
the send poat but snother George a kediman)to unload his car-
go at Lesds. 50 as he was going back to Hull Light(eupty)l
went with him down the river.

gostmen slways refered to the ilumber os nphe Rivert, It was
better for me becauge many more bhoats Left lull loaded, than
come downviver loaded,so it was easier %0 set a purchage job
ot Hull thon either Goofe or Keadby.

in {act I only remember taking the train from Hullio Leedgy
once?%% bus Leaeds to Hullin%g'this instance we arrived in
qull at midday and after "iying up" (mooring)in princes nock
we walked along Hytongate together.

4t a shop which sold tripe and cow heel(the bovine equiva-
1ent of trotters)teorge went in and hought the three cow heels
in the shop window, then handing me one he put the other one
in his pocket,und together we walked on eating ag we walked
until reached Jueen jtreat. llear George went on to the agents
office,end I turned left to go to Blanket RoW.

when I became known on the [ull waterfront I sometimes got
a purchase mates job up the niver trent,or up the Ouse to
jelby or York,but I was better known to the Leedsftoole and
null hoatmen, On one occasion I went under sail from Round-
wood pit(River pon)with a kesl loaded with coal to Beverley
up the River Hull.

vet in spite of the obvious advantages of being afloat I
wos always happy when 1 could go back to the road agalin. On
the other hand to steer a boat along & tidal river,even he-
nind o stesm dbug hod a feeling of freadom whlch one never
felt in a workshOp;or a gang of men.
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Trom Harch onwards it was posgsible to find odd jobs garden-
ing such as mowing lawng or digging for instance. On the farms
outdoor work would be getting under way for the coming Spring
and Sumier CropS.

puring the growing season farmers relied to a great extent
on casual labour for potatoe "jebting'(planting)etc,and hoe
ing among the arable crops. In this way one could combine hoth
being a traveling handyman with o wandering life from place
to nlace as well.

in this way I traveled over most of Britain from the south
and vest of ingland to the Grampiang in 3cotland.

As one might expect,in my search for jobs I got a mixed re-
ception from the folk that [ asked. In some cases { was grect-
ed (if that is the right word)with open hostility by households
org. On other occagions I might have to dedge a realy aggress-
ive dog,although most Tarm dogs were well disciplined.

On the whole by dint of being frugal ond npitehing the Pork®
ond often zleeping under the stars sl nifother Greenfieldsy,iyd
1ife waun't too bad even if the soclsl side of it was limited.

on the other hand I met with meny good natured follk,vho when
i asked for jobs to do,or for hot water to mosh tea,night give
me something to cat as well. Sometimes 1f they didn*t want a
job doing they might give me & few pence after talking to me.

fhe almost impossible thing was to get o repgulap job at whe
hoh I could setile down in one place to stay theres

Juite understendably ceven a householder who did toke in lod-
gers was reluctant to teke someone in from a Gommon Lodging
ouge with not even hand luggage,or o reference from & pre-
vioug landlady,or an employer.

On a navvying job where a person could be literaly "llere to
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~day and gone tomorrow'tthe possibility of getiing private
Dlgstdepended very much on the size of the job,and the will-
ingnedgs of a landlady to '"Take o Chancev,

iiowever when one is a tecnager it is easy to seo only the
pregent and {the near future without much thought of later days
or even the possibiliy of bad health or injury. In which rege
pect I was lucky in that apart from a common cold I never aille
ed very much,

Yhen I was working on a plpe-laying job in Oxfordshire,be-
couge it was too far from o town to go to a “Kip" I had to "o
a skipperv(rough it)in an empty cow shed. Because of this I
caught a throat infection,

This resulted in my going into the Yorkhouse Infirmary at

Chiponing Norton. After a weck in hospital I was once more hack

on the road,nnd thalt was the only time that I had to go "Ingiden

in all the six nomadic years,

Iin fact in spite of so much exposure to the unprediciable
mnglish weather,or perhaps because of it,transmittable ail-
nents even coldg were not very common among the folk travellig
on the roads,or the waterways.

In my travels I found many curious things shout pleess and
the people in general. Hot least among these were the "Kipn
houges in the differont towns,

An outstanding one was in Market larbonpugh. lere when the
kip was Tull(it was o wpadding Can"taking both sexeg)anyone
could have a "Pourpenny 31t Uptin the kitchen,

in effect this meant that ingtead of going to bed, for vwhich
the charge was tenpence a night,one paid fourpence to sit in
the kitchen until norning.

At the "lodelvat pdoncaster hy the Mill Bridge;the charge
was one shilling pernight.
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Host of the lodgers worked localy,it was quite g large place
and for the benefii of early risers the deputy rang a handbell
on the landing every half-hour after S.A.ihab the sane tine
calling out the state of the weather,

Yiids voice(a loud one)called "nli past five and o fine soft
morning's Or if otherwise he would say go,osnd this was repeat-
ed until ¥ otclock which was the lagt call.

At another one at Loughborough the landlady also had a shop
a little way up the street where one could buy food and a no-
shing of tea and sugar. In a small paper beg one pot o half.
penny worth of 1iquid miik!in-a small p Jolding the bag of
while walking back to the "Kip"was rather chancey especialy
on a windy day!

Yot another,which I found in Bristol had been made by making
two cottage houses into one. lere again the prprieter was a
woman, and although she took bhoth couples ag well as single
men and women,the women had to use one kitchen while men used
the other,

She sald the reason was Lo prevent any itrouble between men
and women who both wanted to cook at the same timel

It was only the larger wjodel"lodging houges that provided
enamel mugs,plates,and basins, At one such "Modelvin JHlriing
all these ntensils were marked in the enamel "Lapsley's Home
stolentto prevent pilfering.

A Leaw which applied to all common lodging houses reguired
the nmanager or proprietor to keop register of everybody who
lodged there with thelr neme and the date.

The Police had a right to visit at any time to sec the reg-
igter and also interview any of the lodgers,particularly any
gtrangers from » distant place.
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po return briefly to the “Spikes’,like many other road trave
lers who were not "ipike yallahsgt [ did somebimes use o casual
word when no other shelter for the night was svallable in bad
venther,

1 found one such Spike at o small market town in Horsel on
welb night. #ach casual had a separate cell and slepl on a wire
notress with two blankets.

It was a clean place,unlike some which left much to he dew
gired in that respect,because no-one hothered much.

The old immete who acted ag "iramvy Majort(literaly the por-
ters nssistantdfor which duty he wounld geb some small congese
ston such as an ounce offtobacco per week,ceme along the pag-
gage at 6 fL,M. waking everyone.

ig he unbolted each cell door and pushed Lt openghe repoi-
ted in a sing-song voice "Fold up yer hlankets enpty all yer
chamber potsl"

mhandlers Ford was only a small place in a thinly populate
sd ares mogtly agriculbural. It was wvhat the dogpgers called a
Wpay-In shop't,which is to say that a casual was not digchar-
ced until the second morning sftor admisaslon,

T remembher that my task wasg digging in the yorkhouse garden
and 1 didntt mind that,because I had extra poltatoes 8t 12 0'e
clock with my bread and cheege besldes totock Brothh,

aging in all dpy gave ne 8 chance %o wash my shirt and socks
pecauge of the hot water in the bath room,mnd There was plenty
of time for them to dry hefors the next morhing.

Hoat tramps end novvies never wore gocks,but sinply wraped
their fect in strips of cloth known as "Toe Raggt, in facht nost
of the “jflorse larinestwho hauled the ecanal boats also used
toe rags as wekl. KoY myself I prefered to wiear socksg.,
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Por the benefit of my readers 1 will explain that some spikes
varied from others in their treatment of casuals. Because of
this they were described differently by those who used them,

I have slready described a “pay In shop',to this was atached
another condition that was not popular with a repular dogser.

sunday was o day when no tasks where alloted,s0 any casual
wno booked in on a saturday evening had to shtay until Tuegday
morning before being dischorged.,

in "Eleven ofclock shop“was one that only alloted three howr
basks until elemen olclokk. Then all casuals were given a vou-
cher and dilgcharged. This usualy happened where bthe socomnod-
atlon was not suffieadnt for averyone to stay two nights,

A “Strict jearch"was o spike where the porter searched all
pockets etec in clothing where natches, tobhaco,or knives might
be hidden and conficated sny that were found,

A "Home Rulertwas one where & casual could teke nlmost any-
thing in with hinm,2nd digelplin was very slack.

dany of the casuals booked in under a false name,possibly
more than half did so,and the same spplied in "gips'as well,
but for whatever reason the unwritien rule of*No quegtiong
aslked and none snaswered'was observed by all,

In fact the general atlLitude was "Let the Taw do the quest-
loning,it's their jobl" Hobody wanted %o be branded as a " Nark "
Usualy the strictest spikes were the cleancst ones, the eagy-

poing ones and "Home Ruler's“were often nlmogt "Seruffyv,

in my case I knew that to keep clean and reasonably tidy
paild off when knocking at doors and looking for Jobsg,and in
fact at any time,oven when entering o shop.

Juite a few young men in their early twentyeés and late teens
were now coming onto the "Road®,nostly for the same roasons osm
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Like myself they had opted out of a gituation that offered
no hope for the future. In the case of older ones,they had
found it dmpossible to pay for board and lodging on the single
mang dole of I5 shilliings(TSp)per wesk., Let alone buy clothing
snd other necesaities.

Cn & gmall drain laying job in Bedfordshire [ met up with
two more such youths,one from the North West and the other a
Londener of 2%, There was no town neay the job and thereflor
ne lodging house,so we had to slesp rough and "Drom Uptin
the open air.

Ag it was Summer time thig didn't matter too nmuch for two or
three wecks,because we could buy food at a village shop & mile
or so further on the road.

e o1l left the Job together and decided to go down Lo Ion-
don, I think that at gome time most people have wanted to see
our capital olty,and for myself and "“Lanctas we called the lad
from Lancashire,thls seened a good opunortunitys.

At stevenage we had a rather bizarre expedience which could
nardly happen at the present day.

ifty years ago stevensge was only a village of one main sta
rect and a few scatiered houses,certainly nothing like the
present township of the TO's,s dormitory suburb of Tondon,

4% about eight o'clock in the morning we sat by the voadside
at the far end of 3tevenage Lo eat our breakfasgt near a small
copse from which a small spring trickled,

On going through a break in the hedge we found thatl a size-
able pool had heen dug out of the clay subsoil and the spring
diverted into it. The water wag clean and clear s0 we all woe
ghed our shirtg,and then hangling them on the hedge in the
warnm sunshine ;we undressed and had a bath in the pool.
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e had just come out of the water +to get dressed when we
heard voices on the road and Lhrec boys and an equal number of
glris all about I2 or I3 years old ceme through the hole in #
the hedge and procecded to undress snd get into the pool.

None of themwere in any way ombaraged by our presence,and
the fact that everyone was in the nude went completely uneno-
ticed. As they splashed about in the water snd chattered to us
they seemed to think that it wag o perfectly normal thing for
all of us to "Mixed 3athe'nude at mid-morningi

The next night we spent in a hostel on the outskirts of
Lhondon,and then went on into the clty,to which “Cock'ay we
called the London youth,acted asg guilde.

The other fwo called me "Yorky“,snd in faect that was the
"Handle"D ususly got in my tra¥eld.

On the following nigsht "goek" found us a kiphouse on the so-
th side of Blackfriars 3ridge, It wag?fairly big place and to
my surprise it stayed open al) night,

ihe charge was I shilling per night,snd the reason for stay-
open wag because it catered for people who worked hat are now
called uUnsoclal lours", That meant that Lodgers were going
in or out at all hours,but ag 2 man once said to mne "lalf o
London doesn't get up until T'other 'alf goes to hedn,

It was with this in mind that “gock'took us o that lodging
houge,because 1t gave us a chance to see some of J,ondon's
night life. The only stipulstion heing that when we reburned
we must show our "Bed Ticket"to the man in the office,

After a meal and & tidy up we went back scross the bridge
and strolled by a devious route up to the Strand, then sfter
seeing what that arvea had to show Trom the outaide we went
via side streets down to the mbankment,
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Although much(even then)had bheen gaid and writien obhout Vie-
toria smhankment, the Thames,snd Cleopatrats Weedle,when actua-
there the reslity was far from being oither romantic or wond.
erfull, nate at night it was no credit to the London of the
1920%s when I first saw it.

After strolling along the smbankment where the dogsers were
already occupying the seats tospend the night on,we decided
to go and aee what 1t was like under Charing Cross arches.

The famous pair Flanaghan & Allan in thelr song"Underneath
the Archeg" peainted a picture than glamourised them,but the
only true wordg were those about the cobblestones.

1 was more or ledgs hardened %o slums and other sgualid sce-
neg,and also city dropouts,but what I saw that night gickenedy
me. HDisgust was too fine a word to describe it,

n the nge of steam traing all railway arches were damp and

cold,and charinge Oross arches were no exception. Add

the mingled smells of exhsust steam condensed into dripping
. . gpivlts
water,urination,unwashed bodiles,and methylated bBéritﬁa

vhen a mateh was atruck the light shone on faces scarcely
recognigable as human of hoth sexes. They sat or 1oid on news-
papers oand regs,some were mutbering and shouting either ohsce
enities or uninteligable gibberish,

while we were there the police pushed two or three more dro-
pouts into that arch. e looked into tha ofther open arches.

tn onr rough clothes we probably looked like down-and-outs
1n the semi darkness of the street gas lampg. At half past two
we came hack to the smbankment again to the coffee stall under
the hridge,for o small tea(A half pint mug)and o crust ond ne
mmalede I pence(ihrec halfypencae).

heaving there we roturaed to our kip. Afber what we had sed
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in the side atreets,the smbankment;and under the Arches it
geamad almost luxgurious,

On the third day after we had wandered arowndijondonts river-
gide areas,we split up. "Cock"stayed in "The Smoke,myself and
srancttogether went Jestbwareds via Kingston,both of us were age
reed that slthough neither of us 2upected to find sither Tame
or fortuns in London,;the reaiily was nothing like the imags
built up by writers and others.

s regards food one could live cheaply anough 10 one knew
whaere t0 20, Por ingtunce in the food ghapps of the working
clags sreas hast and jouth of the viver with thelr local mar-
kets,prices were the same or & Little cheaper than in Leeds,

m the other hand the coffee-shops and eating houses put
on meals gquite cheaply. The many "hrop Gutsgtand others of
il Tlxedvitook advantage of this and the various charitles
and convents ehte vhere a handout could be obtained,

By going the "Round®of them they could scrounge a living
without going outside jondon. Insgtead of "pitcehing The Fork"

st shops they would go to certain kitchen doors aiter lunch

time for “"Puppenceworth ol Left-over',and one not far fronm
the 3brand known ag "The Drumtwes good for “Tupence Jorth of
Suet Duff snd freaclent

In genersl T think thatrgock%summed it up in o renark as he
Teft ug to zo his way. "You'll getb noffing for noffing in Loh-
don and not much anywhere else eiver Matev,

The money that we had earned while working was by now spent
excopt for s few shillings between usg. On the other hand we
had bought such second hand items as & shirt,socks,btronsers,

On the other hand again none of us smoked or drank bhesr,oth-

ervige our money would not have lasgted a week as Lt had done.
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wrgnetagnd T oonly staved toesether for another two “"gtages™, A
stage was the bterm used on the rosd for a dayg journay,usualy
shout I4 or 15 miles{or the disbance between one hown and the
one)then we both wont different ways,

“hen looking for odd jobs ona was much betier bto be slone,
unless it was o job like harvesting or haymsking, hen nore the
an one might be needed. Jeside thabt wvhen two or three sharaed
there was olways a difference of oppinlon.

A Fellow travelaer on the road once said Lo me, "The bhest
mabes on the Poby nre none at all". perhans that was a rather
sweeping stetoment,but just as In every other wall of life
not everybody that one came in contact with was btrustworthy,

I was to know how btrue thig was a few nmontha later;vhen
once seain ¥ had two mates,

One was a (Clasweglan,and the other a young ‘jelshmen from the
whonda, Ve had lost hig father in the Senghenydd pit disaster
of [91%, Older by five years than myself,he wag thick set and
a typical mining type I Look bto him because we bhoth had much
in common in our backggoundd,

sjockuwas about the game age asttafTytbut of a more pessinlg-
bie dispositlon. e were hLogether for two or three weeks in

E.

the (ddlsands and all went well until one day «fter doing a
garden digeing job Tor o clergymait,

ffver being pald we shared our money,bought food snd spont
that night in rondside harn. Je awoke next morning to find 1%
reining,end it was o wet day,so alter o discusion ve decided
thot with only half-s—crown between us it would be besh to g0
to bhe nesrest "apiken,put the half-crown in with the “Proper-
tyrohich would be handed in by one 0f us,

,

it was arranged that the one who handed 1t in would keep

the tickedt Lo recleim it when we came out sgnine
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Tafly had s gnall canves bag with o draw-string which he car
»led on one shoulderyso we put all our odds and ends into 1t
7he drum,the tin withgthe needle ond cobtion and our holf

erowi,ny scignors,and my kiaife and gpoon. In like manner Tof-

.

fy ndd g vpropertyt,then Jock put hig own in,and when we

ot

ad

Fre]

booked in he handed 1% in and took the ticket for it

it owas o lorge Casual vard,and we were seporated to do differen:
taskyg dn diflerent parddfl ports of the uipikev., Tafly and mys-
aelf were given a full days task,and we both thought that Jodk
had zlsgo gotavhoy In'.

However when the cell doors were opened next morning Jock
wos not bo be seen, It bransnived that hils task had finished
at soleven otelock on the previous day,and he had takeh the
bag ofsproperty? and gone his way.

fo goy that raffy and I were furious ls an undsrsisaenent,
but there was nothing that we could doy,he had a full day's
shtart and we had no idea whiech way he had gonel

Paffy sold,wIf 1 every see the 3coteh fyke again [,;11 knock

b}

the daylipghts out of him the ragiv

e next btwo or three days were pretity grim because we had
no drum oy even a knife end gpoon belween us,hut by o atroke
of good forbtune ¥ @till had my watch which I had kept in ay
nocket and the porter had nob Looked there,

Apacht Ffrom that we were now even worse off than regular "3p-
ke wallshe without even s drum and “Ammanition*(tea ond sugar

Je did succesd in gedting these csseniial items lLogether at
the end of a few days,and the two of us fturned Horthwards. [iy-
self pecouse the Aubumn wag once mwore cloging inyand (afly be-
pouge hoe thoupht that with hig mining background he might
bether in the Horth of ingland,
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it was zoevaral months later and 1 was once agaln on ny way,
Torthwards  Lhis bime,when once agnin faffy and I met in the
kiphonsge in Bolton. Ye sxchonged any nows that we had in the
usual way,and he asked me L7 I had seon anything of Joak,
i £

i gaid no,and what was wmore [ didn*t wani to becange of whai

LI}

ha had done,it was better i

o
4,

T never dgaw him sgain(l never did ).
Mhen Pafly told me that he had caught vp with Joek & fow wee
el before in gtockport with the resunlt that there was a fight.
To nge his own wordg he said ol told you that men mest befope

gountaing,snd whon I did mect him again T would nmake him reme

cmber the day he robbed hilg mates! wWell [ did that T took 1%
out of his ribs boyo,and hig face ss well,the long skinny rat!
Knowlng tfaffy I could well believe him,it would be & fight
with no punches pulled back,ond only stopping when one dropped

hig hands insuwcerendor.

I went another two stages with him ag far ag Lancaster where
our ways parited. It between ferstang and Langaster that we had
a both amazing and saugsing encounter ch route,

hs we walked along the road side-by~-side we were both wsinge
ing tHen of Yarlechv, It was a nilce Spring day end we had no
good rengon not Lo he happye

e were vassing a cotboge by the roadside,s middle-aged woMm-
an rushed out of the gate in front of us and gave us o florin
(8 two-shilling plece(lOp)each,at the geme time saying that
thet it was years since she had heard jelsh voices singing,
saod 16 gounded lovely!

she must have thought that we were both Jelsh,but although
raffy had bemn singingingin Jelsh,ny version of “ilen of Jlarledi®
hed been mainly inglish gibberichl

50 bo give her her moneyts wvorth,we aang a verdo of "Owmm

phondat and "Ch Land of iy Pathers", (I knew this in welsh),




e wens our separate ways from Lancasher. Tafly went towards
Surhan snh 1 owent fHorth via filrhy Lonadale,and that was the

lagh I pay 0f tally,

o Crrrd o X7
Taken by ad lorge, the rough with the smooth,athough life

-

01 the rond wad rough and chanecsy I don't fthink that I 4id too
o here were times when I wenit Lo sleep with no

L

idea of whers oY braakfast night ve found,the mers fach

that
I could always witive Intand go vack home and giay there,nade
me determined not t0 40 =0,

Indesd whonever L 4id go home,the sight of young mon(apart
roun 0lder Oﬂeu)stgnding in groups at gireet corners,poorly
dressed,looking il{ fed and listless convinced me that such an

exisbance was not TOT M&.
Add bo that the "Dole Jjueuenal the Labour Ixchange with 1t's

hopeless,shufflirld weue of men going to the counter. Here the

olerks monoﬁonwas voice grechted sach mon who handed him his
YEW oy Cgrd, tave you worked since you signed last? 3ign here,

Text",like 2n sndless chant,

Cecasionaly the clerlk would gmive gomeong a green eard Ho go
for o job{not very often),then a murmer would run along the
daudle line of nen with handg in trouser pockets, then once nmw
more -huffling sllence.

3t my semi-nomad way of life can't have had such & bad eff-
sct on my gzenaral health,hecause psople around ny home often
satd that I looked os Af I had just spent a month st the sefw
side. I suppose wind and weather caused that.

Vot in spite of sonms hardship and logs of soeclal 1ifa(which
was inevitable)in general I general certainly hroadened ny

outlock on 1ife,and ay valuation of my fellow men In o way that

would not hove been postible anchorad in one placa,



One thing that I did learn in my iravels was the fact thaty
the mogt understanding znd helpfull Tolk,were thosge working
clags Tolk who had themgelves had to “iake nds leet™, Mot
that some "3etber OFffrfolk d4idn't show an interest,and often
after giving me o job to do,also gave me suech things ag a
shirt,n pair of socks,or a discarded Jacket.

any of those items even second-hand would have made & conge
iderable strain on my meagre budget to buy thom.

dhen I left waffy I kept on Horthwards and back over the
Border to travel through seotland to MYort william wheres I
worked on tunnel then under congtruction. After working there
Tor o while I came down to Kinloch Rannoch to work on another
tunnel job for the (rampian Power Scheme,

apart from those two navvying jobsson which like all the
men § found it impossible to save money afiter paying nmy “iHui
mMoneyt (food and sleepingjone had 0 wash ones own clothes.

Roots and olothes could only be bhounght at the Jamp Store run
by bthe contractors,becsuse there were no shops within miles,

Thera were very few casual jobg to be had,and on more bthan
one occasion I found it necdessary to po to the Inspector of
Poor. sometimes one got a “lhinete note)for the sheltoer [House,
or if there were no night shelter he would give goy & line for
a shillings worth of food. In some of the larger. towns and
cities,one had a nights ghelter and also osinmesl povrage and
aold ailk night snd norning.

in genersl I Tound the scottish folk both kind and under-
stending (o o stranger,bhut owing to the Tact that most of sco-
t1land ig unsuitable for arable farmkng,svch casual work wag
very Limlted,so bock South once more.
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e went: our sgeparalte ways from Lancaster. Taffy went towards
Jurhan and I went fHorth via Kirby Lonasdale,ond that was the
last 1 saw. of Taffy.

Taken by'@ﬂﬁ lﬂf@e,the rough with the smooth;athough life
on the road wa@ rough and chancey I don't think that I d4id too
had. Lathough ?h@re were timeg when 1 went to gleep with no
idea of where my breakfagt might be found,the mere fact that
T could always “"(Give I[n"and zo back home and stay there,made
me determined net to do so.

indecd whenever I did go home,the sight of young mon(apari
from older ones)standing in groups ot sitrect corners,noorly
dregsed,looking i1l fed and listless convinced me that such an
axistance wag not for nme.

Add to that the "pole Jueuetat the lLabour Ixchange with it's
hopeless,shuffling queue of mon going to the counter. ifere the
clerks monotonous véiee grected sach man who handed him hig
veilow card,tliave you worked sinece you signed last? 3ign here,
Hext';like an ondlesgs éh&nﬁo

Cecaaionaly the clerk would give someone a green card to go
for a job(not vory often),then a nurmer would run along the
dauble Line of men with hands in trouvser pockets, then once nge
move «hmffling silence.

nut my semt~nomad way of life cantt have had such & bad eff-
sct on my general health,bhecause people around my home often
gaid that I looked ag if I had just spent a month at the sef-
gide, § suppose wind and weather caused that.

Yot in spite of some hardship snd logs off soelal Life(which
was inevitable)in general I gsneral certainly bhroadened iy
outlock on 1ife,and ny valuation of ny Tellow mon in & way that
vould not have been possible anchored in one place,

293




Chapter.ffe
Repular yorkeAnd eustration,

it wes sboub this time-the later port of 1926 or 127 that I
veluchontly porbed with my falthiull o1ld wateh. On a wet night
in the working clags area of Hottingham I was studying whether
to meke the journey out of town to the ngpikevon the oubskirts
or twy ay luck to find o wpopgh funtsomewherc,

fiaving made cnguiries on my way L knew that T was not far
from o "giphouge"then. The problem was that although [ had 2
hit of Ffood,bea,snd sugar,the kip charged a ahilling per night
and § had only benpencel

rosgibly I could have '"pPulled Up'or vgnockeds for the other
two peanles,but os 1 pondered T found myself outside » amall
wotohmekers shop,so in L went. It was o one-nan business and
he geve me half-s-cyown for ny watche

That was half the price that I had pald for it three years
previously in nunslet,and I now had to ask the time i no
public clock was in sight.

shen walking from place to place on the road many “Out of
the Ordinaryvthings happened 10 yousone were pood s sone were
not,and défe had allways TO bho prepared for the sinexpoctedh .

Oncee when calling at a house in a sizable village in the
mst idlands T owes greeted by & smiling young man who replial
to my reguest for hot water by saying: "Oh I never drink tes,
1 only drink water and eat a 1itHle bread and bubtter,the bhirds
being me chaeese,

I got my tes nashed at what proved to be the back door ot
the village baker and confectioner. iie gave me o Tresh warn
curvant teacake Lo ealb with ny tea,snd I told him ahout the
asn who aaid the hirdg brought him cheese.
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“Oht, the baker laughed.Voutve been to gee "Bread-ond-huiter
JiLFredn, Hets a bit weliglousybut he's harmless. Dut we know
bhat his Jother gives him more than just bread and bhutier o
astyhets happy anyway Ladd,

(ne niegnt just ag 1 aproasched a farm near skipton I notieced
what oppeared to be o barn with an opening in the wall within
cogy reach ol the ground. 50 cvossing the smoll Uield I stops

over the narrow drainsge diteh and cliwbed in,

I% was in fact the loft over a nilking parlour,with a wood
Moor and plenty of hay,so I slept well and only awoke ag the
cows were coming in for millking next morning,

I pulled on ny hoots,;quickly donned my coat and dropped out
of the window hole,but I forgot to jump clear of the dijch
and | dropped straight into the slurry conlng from the cowd.

sortunately I wasg not far from bthe canal where I washed nmy
socka and trouger bhotitoms as I boiled waber to make btea. dven
in wamer the alr Ls cold so early in the morning,vut 1 could
not have gons Lo a wouge all splashed with cow slurryl

on another occasion not far from there,namely ot siladen on
a gaturdasy night at eleven ofclock I welked up the main giree
te the canal bridge. I intended to go to the fas vorks for the
night., It wasntt a cold night,but a patroling rPolicenman night
nol like me wandering abou% in the swall hours of Sunday,

Mhere wan a fried fish shop stili open although aven the
pubs were now closed and the streot degerted. & had bought suf
ficient bread ebte to carry me over the next day,bhut by Torce
of habit sny possibility of *pitehing the Fork*was not to be
mimsed, o fish'n ohip shop usvaly had scraps warn from the
iah pan{ehildren often asked for then).

Sooin § owent offering two pennles Tor wghips and Scraps'.

296




e aghoplkecper osked me if [ was"on the Road"and when I said
syngthe told me to keep my tuprence and have gome fish and chig
snying nobody else might come in that night! Sabing my hot sup-
per 1 walked along the cansl bank to the gas dorks. sfber all

those years I still reambmber how good bhey tastoed.

in genersl [ always found that if I kepit out of town centres
(they had enough problems with jobless folk)the mill workers
of the Yest Riding textile ares were both good natured and of-
ben pave me odd jobs for a shilling or two and o meal,

T think that as in many cases the woman was the chiel breade
winner as:weli 1 got 1Little jobs that she had no time Lo do
after a long day in the mill,

on a sunday afterncon in Horth Lancashire I found myself in
o small village,snd with o problemn that was not unusual,excepd
that in this case I had money,but ne food.

The village had no shop or even & pub,and bthe only porson in
sight wos an old men sat on his doorstep in the sunshine. 30 1
wenk Lo him and asked if there was snywhere that I could pet

sofething

10 eat. Pointing up the road towards o large stone
manshion with o tower like & castle he told me Lo go stralght
up the drive,and turn in at the gate markedifradesmant
thinking 1t must be some kind of‘“Gu@sﬁ riougenl went and kno-
ked ot the kitehen door. Lt opened and blg woman dressed like
8 cook opened db,stood there holding out her other hand,
sefore T had a chance o speak she sald,"lave you got a can!
g6 T sove her the two pound souff btin with a wire hondle that
1 used for a "hrum¥, Taking it she shut the door asgain and I
wgoited therefin surprisec.
in o few minubes she sgain opened the door (o hand e the

drum full of hot sweet tea(it held two plntg)and s brown papar
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parcel. Teking

it I had just time to say"thank You'hefore the

door closed apain,so turning [ went back to the roadside.

sitting in the hedge botbtom I opened the parcel alter taking

2 drink of the
two sglices had
of mutton from

Lfter making

ny “"peberts On

tea, There was o loaf of bread from vhichperhaps
been cub,a good pilece of cheese,and a ghoulder
which a few slices had been taken.

o good meal I wrapped 1% up sgain and put Lt din

k|

the road i7¥ one carried & bag alung over the

shoulder it wag called a "petert,usualy & small Jjute or hesge-

ian hog Tolded down,with a plece of cord tied to one corner

then round the mouth of the hag,
in farming districts a farm worker would have such a bag to

carry his days requirvenents,as would alaso a Council roadman,

egpecialy when riding & bike.

A T went back down the village I spoke to the old man again
and T asked him who lived at the bip house. lle sald,;"why he's

the head of all the Lancaghlre Police Porce,and he's a very

kind man,he does a lot for the village institute,and he tells

his gservants never to turn anyone awoy,"

tne nieht as T nassed throupgh Ackworth o lorry driver pgave
ta > %)

me o 1L7t on top of the load in the back. At six o'clock the

next morning he put me down in Grantham,

It was only then that I found that I hod been riding on s

load of saocka of goot! I ealled at a house and & man who had

come off night shift gave me o bucket of water to get &
in hig backyard.
repular job st Taton,

was in that same year that T got o
I

but ag I found out later not only was I o stranger

place,but ny wage put me on such a tieght budget that [ wasntt
able to even buy necessitleglet alone save money.
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It was on the egtate of a titled lady,ond I was %old of it

by o young man who was staying in the “iptat the sone bine
ap omyselfs He had worked there himself(he was o native of

wuwton),end he had left 1t because of the small WALEH,

Al

He also gave uwp the address of & woman wheve I could g0 o

[aarnd

lodge when [ gob a job, Thisg geemed o be ny chance to gat
off the road and settle down so 1 took the job,

ty hour week on the home farm from T.i./1 until

fw iy
,_—c..

It wag o £ii
DePoi with an hour for dinner at 12 noon,the wenk Tinished
at 12 noon on gaturday. The weges were the basic county agrie
cultural rabte of ZI~I0shillings snd sixponce(B8L.524p),

50 having got the job I went to seec ny progspective landlady
and it wag agreed that I could move in there on the sunday
night ready to start work next morning.

It wag oneg of o strect of two bedrooned housen,wlth o wash-
houge in the back garden in which was 2 wash boiler snd a QLink o
ihere was one obther lodger,a man who trovelled for o firm
that mode window pollsh,and it was agreed that as we bhoth

sharved the game bedroon we walild each pay £1 per weck,

There was no bath in the houae,but I gob over that Jii{Tice
ulty by going to the public Baths on seturdsy afternoons where
I paid sixpence for o glipper bath with goap and towel,and
changed into elean clothes at the some tinme,

he £I per week covered food,lodging and washing,ond taken
all round it was the best lodging I ever had, Mhore was one
snog however,otherwise [ might have setlhled down and siayed
on ot the Paynets,

The snag was thal the landlady and herspouse wero continualy

L

bickering at each obher,and as all of us shared the one dowie
stalrs room(ir.layne was a tailor and the other room was hig
workroom)there was no way 4o avoid hearing the armuientd,
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uring the good weather I could go out in the evening or on
sunday,but when the weather was bad there was 1itile cholce!

In the 1920%'s Luton was was 1little more than a fair sized
market townyand apart from two cinema's there was 1lititle to
at night except walk about.

Although the town itself was not large,it had some large
works quite apart from the traditional hatmaking for which it
wag Tfamous. There was the Vauxhall i{fotors(even then o large
works),Comner Carsg,and Laporte ¢hemicals,vesides a small foun
dry and a8 boller mokers, lHowever hecause of the fact that Luw
ton wasg surrvounded by farming country,these works drew much
of their workforce from places like Dunstablegliitchen,and even
Bedford itself,

Obviously anyone single who worked at any of these firms and
wanted lodgingg,got lodgings in Tuton in order to save the ex
pence and ftraveling tine. Murthermore as theilr wage rates ale
moat doubled mine, they could aiford to pay much more for ")Digsn
than I could,

Indeed I had tried to get work at all thege nlaces hefore I
went to work on the estate,but the fact I was not a tradesman
and that there was a surplus of unskilled labour,added to nme
not having a fixed sddress ruled me outb!

Yet as usual 1 golt on well with hoth the men that I worked
wilth and the people that I came in contact with.

I finaly decided that I should have to move out and find an-
other place,because the congtant argueing between Hr and HMras
Payne made me t00 uncomfortable.

Af%er much searching I found another "Diga, It wag 8 clean
enough house and the londlady was very esasygoing and friendly
with everyone,but 11t was the strangest household that I was
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Both the landlord and the landlady were never sober! Yeb mo-
ney dld not seem scarce to themyand the woman who came in to
clean and do the washing cte,said that they slways paid her
well besides letting her meke any meal for herself.,

Besides myself there were three women and two men lodging st
the house,but although the pantry was always well stocked no
meals were ever got ready for anyone! One Jjust came in and
helped oneself to anything and cooked it as reguired.

wvaerybody had literaly the freedom of the house coming and
golng anytime so that the house was never guiet day or nlght.

We all had our own rooms which were salways clean with beds
woll made,and ghe charged us(myself at any rate)slsBshillings
(81e.25p)per week,

then T took my boots to be mended at the cobblers at the oth-
er end of the straet,the cobbler remarked when I told him whe-
re I was staying,*0Oh you're at James's are you? Well ithey're
people with funny ways,and nohody seems to stop there long.

a3ut I8m in business snd they're money's goodi®

I stayed with the Jamests for three weeks,and then once again
T moved,but I never did find out what sctualy did "¢Go On"there

One thing was certain,whatever their source of income was,
they were certainly not short of cash,and they seemed to do

nothing clse exeept drink sherry and and play records on the

‘Hext I moved to a "Bed-3Sitvwith theuse of a gas coocker on
the landine which all Tour lodgers shared,together with the
uge of one bathroom and a toilet.

Although now I could sleep at night without being awakened
by folk going up and down the staircases,it wags no pleasure
to come home after a days work 1o prepare food snd wash clot-
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qo in the long run apart from having the privacy of ones own
rooi, there was litile advantage over the "“Kiphouset, Added to
this was the fact that itcost all my wages to pay expences.

Pride would not sllow me to go back cap-in-hand to ra layne
s0 I finaly decided to go back to the "Kip'once more.

I¥liked the work on the istate,and I got on well with the m
men that I worked with. they were sll married men and I was
the only single man,with ﬁhexgepﬁion of two teen-age lads who
were the sons two of the farm workers.

the estate was a large one,and Her lLadyship was what would
deseribe in present-day terms as "stinking Rich"snd owned the
land for several miles around,

As was vsual with landed gentry she took no active part in
the running of the estate or the form and 1t's livestock.

The administration of the estabe was in the handg ol her ag-
ent,and the farm was run by a Bailiff,a retired ex-arnmy major
who rode around the eatate on 8 horse superviging the work,

lle in his turn was answerable to the Agent for the running
of the farm and everything appertaining to it. S0 1ike all
the bhig landowners,she never came in contact with the workers
at any time,her Agent handled all businessd,

aven s0,i1f fcould have found a settled place to live [ mige-
hthave setiled down and stayed in TLubton because I got on well
with the people who were very friendly towards & stranger.

so after o few wecks living in the lodging houge I gave up
the uneyual strugsle. ¥ith my last wecks wage and the little
that I had managed to save I took the "pattler"(the train)back
t0 Leeds and home again.

yhich goeg to prove how difficult it was to get repular full
time employment when oneghad no fixed address,and also the di-
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friculty of getiting suitable lodgings. The places that I did
stwceed in gebiing "rrivate dDiggvwere but a few of very nany
to which I went in Iuton.

tone can undergtond that & bogs would not want to smploy a
person on a regular job who had fixed pkace to Livesand any
lendlady would be reluctent to take somebody ahout whom she
knew nothing,who had nothing beyond the clothes they were
wearing at the tine.

on the whole and teking the good with the bad I think that
in genersl I rather liked my wandering 1life. with a1l 1%'s
hardship, the freedom %o go wherever I chose,plus the faet that
1 never knew what the next day might bring save me the deglre
to carry on with it.

Although as I have said [ have always been able to make £ de
ends and zet on with folk all over mngland and wherever I went
my own part of Yorkshire always had an attraction ond a foal~
ing ofbslonging there that [ never felt anywhere clue.

yhenever 1 approached yest Yyorkshire from the Horth West, the
amells of wool and cloth when passing mills cte heralded my
home srownd once more. yhen [ approasched from the gouth, the
sheht of pit headgear snd collierd,ltogether with the acrid
fumes from burning pit tips told me that I was not far away
from homa.

sven so,many things haprened in my travels that have now
pagsed into history,and T feel that I have beon priviledged
to record them as I saw snd experlenced them,

wor instance one day I found on the side of s main road,aft-
or 81l these years [ om not suve now whether it was in Liccens
tershire or warwickshire I came ascrogss a fanmily clayworks.

The amozing thing about it was that the sole source of powe
er was horgsest The end product was red roof tiles and the red
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biis oasinth busl wol beey aeqliq eirswieddise hamodFod-Isll
flat bottomed earthenware pipes used for land droinahe. These
were cntirely hand made by the members of bthe fanily.

The eloy wag dug in o pit and [filled into snell trucks or

“Puhstand these were hauvled up the slope from the pit by a rope

bt

round & capsten which pulled one full HTub up,and lowered an
anpty one down again,

A long wooden arm to which a horse was harnessed was fixed ¥
to the copstan,and the horse plodded steadily round and round,

Another horse provided the power in the game way for the pen
in whieh the olay wes ground ready for use in the ~hed where
the other members of the family worked.

I was told thal the tile and pipe bHusiness ! adb?QQ by the @&
same fardly in the same way for more then 100 yesrs,and [ oan
sure that the metheds could haove changed bub 1ittle in centun
les since the Widdle Ages!

1t wag on what was known as the Galloway Coast of Scotlend
that T took a real sten back in time. The contrast between it
and the Border country,let alone the industrial port of Scot-
land was remarkable,

fhat time ¥ had come back té Dumfries via the jBorder. Jedbuep
eh, selkirk,awiek and Tangholm. After staying the night at Jru-
mondg "iipti erossed the With pridge into Maxwelltown and Kirke-
cudbrightshire.

The south wWest corner of jeotland was entirvely difflerent to
anything that I had experienced hefore,it wasg like turning life

¥,

back 200 yesrg from the time that I left Haxwelltown behind.

0 -

wven the names of the towna and villapges had a different and
unugual sound on the tongue. Juch as Hewbown Jtewart,lirkeud-
bright;tatehouse-of-"Lant, Srectown,and (astle Nouglas Lo nane
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it was ob Orectown that I saw & gang of women unloading 200
tons of cement from n coaster at the rough stone and timber
jetty. At portpatrick a gang of woman wers digcharging & car-
g0 of grain under the supervision of o male stevedore and a
male tally clerk!

Hen,womengand children worked side by side in the Ticlds,
digeing wratties" (potatoes)scything corn and tiging the shea-
ves by hand in the pame way they had done it for generations,

i fact nobert Burns would have found things lititle differ-
ent o bhe time when he himself was farming.

fhey ¢id not ook on the itinerant waylarer as a vagrant,hut

ag an inbersting psrson who because of his lbravelling,brought

news of things elsewhere. Often they demonstrated this by tre-

e

ating sny btravellor ag thelr squal. Certainly class distinctinn
played no part in thelr philosophy.

there were very few odd jobs to be got,hut the rough ,honely
hogpltality of the folk made it unnecessary to have much nongy

1f no other lodging were svailable,although the farng were
small and Little more than vgroftsy,& farmer would give a s g
lter in a boarn or an outhouse. where o “EKip" could be founds
invariably it was simply o houscholder who let & bed for the
night Lo sugmnent & meagre 1ncoie.

Une such Lodging was ob Castle douglas where [ shared & bed
in the only bedroom with en accordisn player also on the road,
while the old woman whose house it was slept in the other hed
with her small grandsond

inhibitions were non-exigtant among these Coast people,who
lived mainly on theis own produce. Yel although & gingle POLe

ioonan had bo cover seversl miles of countiey,there was litvtle

serioud orine. SI8 0]
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vhen I remarked sbout thig to a fellow travellor he said agim-
ply,"Hae body has much worth stealing anyway,and everybody
knows everyhody elsefye kenv!

in the =nglish towns and cities snyone playing an instrument

vy

was regorded as something of a naissnce,in facet come towns for-

P

bade it. JSome sScottish towng 4id likewise,notably sdinburgh.

N 20C0Y-

Hore on the ¢alloway doast anyone playing & fiddle,an
dinn,a concertina,or even o Jouth-organ wag welcone. nBveryone
seomed Lo ses them ag the traveling mingbtrels of old,and every-
one would give a penny or two to o mugician.

1t was 2t (lenluce that [ had an uvnusual experkence., Like
all the Zoast villagsg Olenluce congisted of a long strest amd
one or two scattered houses,with the road running alongside
the beach,

The lodging housae was the last house at the ond of Ghenluce
behind a windswept headland on Luce Bay,snd like 2ll the other
hougen it had no piped water or sanitation,

Phe propristor was a Sheffield man tall with a long white
beard like a potriarch. lle recogniged me as goon ap § spoke ag
s fallow Yorkahirveman,and told me thet he hod bought the house
with his gaving aflter the var,oend rotired Lhere.

'

e eharged the uaual shilling per night. That nipght which 3

wag Saturday,ayaself and o fiddlaer were stafing there and we
had one rvoom with o double hed,while he Lived in the other.

Jone of these lodgings sver had o hotplato,obviocuvsly,but one
had the uge of the Tire with the ketile snd poang =ic. The gene
oral atbhitude was that for that night at least, the lodger was
onae of the household,

That saturdsy night o strong wind roseyend on the Sunday nmop
ning we found that the *Privvythad blown away soross & fleld.
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in the traditional country fashion it was o ¢Bucket shoptin
this cage like a sentry-box with no floor,the receptacle sts-
nding on the sround.ihe doorway closed with sacking on a frame
Jimmy the {iddler and mygelf with the agoistance of our lLamg
lord carried it beek to the sardon, then myself and Jimay heap-
ed shones and boulders round it to anchor 14,

Por this serviece we were allowed o abay the Sunday nipght
feoe of charge. fhe same kind of thing has only hapnened once
again to me and that was on a navvying Jjob in o fLeeds streete.

In that insgtonee bthe wind blew the temporary odifice off the
nanholae over which i% wag placed,end into the hackyard of a
houge. Yhen we went Lo retretve it the man of the house pave
ug hig very nrecise opninion of the ineident!

A

o return to the Galloway Joagt once nore;lebd me deseribe o

nishth that © apent at Ballantrae,becoause 1L wag typical of the
Tolk around that south dest corner.

the house wes the ordinary jcottish vwibut antibentype with
only two roomg,one for sleoping,and the other the living room,

Aocess was through a asingle entrance with the ouler door ¢y
inte o porch,and an laner door opening into the living roon.

dhenn [ owent in Lo the cugtonery *ome 3en,come bent'from the
man Lhey were Jusl oreparing fopr bthe evening meal,snd Tasked
vhere T could buy bresad ete for mysell,

Inaediately the old woman that I book %o be the Grandmother
gaid “Ch bhide here,bide nere-thers's no nead that yon go tae o
chopd It da no more wark tae cook for secvan then it s for #f
silx ye kenv,

foecordingly 1 shared bhelr evening meal gsitbing and eating

st bhe gane toble. [t was the kind of meal bLhat was the ugual

bhing with these plain down-to-earth lolk,
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First a larpe bowl of potatoes bhoiled in theiy jockets, then
o dishb of holled solt herrvings were pluced in the middile of

[

the bare wooden toblee. Then we sot down on woodon shoots rnd

.

book not wrghilestwhich we peeled and ate with Lhe herringd,
saking salt oo requived from o wooden hox on the tablo.

e findgh the meal we had sconos cooked over tho wood fire
onoe flat tgdrdletwihleh hung from o hooke. fhese scones bubbere
od wove ap fililng as two thick slices of D & hip

indead white bread was considerod to he o Taxury,

Cuy meal f

inished I asked how much 2id 1 owe them, oIf o
Slve ug a shilling bthalttll dae finevsald the s TR UL

Sith the shilling for my bed, this meant thalb I had food and
shelter for bhe night for a total of two shillings,ond thig
inciluded porridze and mill Tor bhreakfash hefore soing on omy
say Lo Stranraer!

A 1 ogadd the larvge friangulse scone Look the nlace of bhrosd

snd becsuge of the very nature of the neople,when one called

-~

5t a house Lo gel ten sealded,one would be siven a scone and

checge or jrm og well with the con of tes,
Another dnteresting point was the way they orvdered their

home 1ife, fhe family ot Ballantrae wos o good exannla.

fhe man of the house brought in wood for the Pive and wabter

while bhe other young woman{apparently unmerried)did the coo-
King ote. the grandmotbher,or “The iuldwiietas slderly wonen
wore oelled, ook charge of o1l the fomily fincnces,<he book iy
dping money/in that casae,.

fhe guaint phraseclogy i1g worsh o mention in pas i, oy
cxample o Wies yanetwas o gnoll ehidd, s voung womon whethor

ingle would be called & »Young Jifow,and any alde

erly women was an tpuld idev,




in Stranrser I found s geniune “giphouse'run on orthodox

lines near the quayslde,and I stayed there one night.

ral

Being not only the ferminel) for the Belfast Terry,bub also a

4

port of esll for herving drifters snd coasters i1 was the lope
S| 4 5. 5 » - . o - - : '\ RE . . - S B J . N M o .
£e80 town that 7 had passed through since numfries snd laxwell-

Lown end the only town on the (mll of aallowny.

£

Loremsrked Lo one of the lodgers that averybody secmel Lo

3 1, +

hove an Jelsh sccents Ve veplied thatyhe nlace is more Trish

]

than Seotbish onywayln
Leaving Strenreer behind 1 continued Tollowing the const to
the #izth of Clyde vio Jabole,Cirven,iyr,ond on Lo gourock.

k3

Aven then bourism wes well established

4

ot the lyde resoris
end Ayr. Jurnsts birthplace was & Heecca for hundreds every

yaay long bhaefors the decond Horld jar,

X

Then later with the coming of the motbor coach,tarmec rvoads,
and package tovrs, the (alloway Jcast in now comsercinllised.

L was privileged to brovel along it when there were no cine
engts lot alone,radio or even a possibiliy of Television., @ven

in towns like firkeuwdbright oy Castle douglas,s "vireless et

(rddmg)withitts oubside serial was looked on doubtfully,

Along the Coast the zcene had changed but 1ittle in Ywoe hune
dred yoors,bthe dnternsl combustion engine and the motor cap
hag sltered that oad more's the pity,but that is progress,it

g inexorable and lrreversnble,
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Thapter.20.
Summing Up,and yYatershed,

Cn the road things happened in the moat unexpected way,and
and the last ride I ever had on o Yakefield tramcar was no
axeetion to that rule. It was on a night in the Autumn of 19283
after a lorry driver had given me & Lift from Burton-on-frent
to Wewmillerdam near wokefleld.

It wag fine snd when [ arr-ived in the centre of yakefield
I desided sgainst stoying the night in a kiphouse only eight
mileg from my home. 50 with that in mind I walked on through
the town ond along Leeds Road.

I knew that the last service tram had gone when T reached
Yrenthorpe Piteso I wag gurprigsed when a tram came ratbtling
along frem the dirvection of yakefield. The indicator showed
"Nepot Onlytasnd when 1t stopred to put o man down ot the pit
gates I steppedout into the road.

Boarding the tram [ sat down near the door and as the ggnd-
wetor came in i offered & sixpence. At that time walkefield
tramg had 8 Depot at Thwaite (Gatesand I thought that wasg the
trams degtination,so I sald "Thwalbe datev,

tHay lad,vgaid the conductor."iilast man gets off at Robin
Hood,wetre trataff car an' we turn back theer. VeBve no tick-
et anyway,so ti1l1l we gebt bter Robin Hfood tha's a worknman®,

50 with that I had free ride on a Yest Riding tramcar to

[

Robin Hood pit gotes after hours 4s 8 passenger.

Yet it was typleal of the times and the area that none of
the other framways stefl on the tram took any notice of me in
my rough clothes. They misht possibly have bean more intersst-
ed if i had been well dressed in o suit with a collar and tie.

Like 21l the yest Yorkshire folk,you were accepted ot face




volue,and as anobther pergon like themselves,

Alighting from the tram I turned into thorpe Lane and pausel
a minute to wateh the beam pump. It was a 3oulton &Jatt type
and it had always fascinated me the way the great cast-iron
beam dipped down incredibly slowly,to rise again equaly slow-
Ly Lifting o ton of water with cach upstroke.

I 1ittle thought that nizght that it would be the lagt time
tima that [ would ever ses 1% working. Or that less than two
years later Robin ifood Jane pit would close down for good.

Srossing the road I walked along the path beside the plt tip
and btook the path across the flelds %o the end of Pown Strect
to avoid going through Middleton 0ld ¥illage,then I inrned
down the (0ld Run to Middleton foke Ovens.

It was now after midnight and although § could have walked
home in twenby minutes I did not want to digturbd Hother and
Pather at that time,so I went down to the coke ovens cabin,

A man vho lived near usg and worked there was just going in
for his suprer and he showed me to an empty oven under repalr
ond [ ogbayed in there until he came with a drink of hot tea
a8 he went off shift at six ofelock.

prinking the tea I gaved him hig can back and thanked him,
and as he hung it on hig belt he gaid:."wWe'll be signing on
ourselves afore long,t' Jrown fetal coal's fimished,so tf
plant '11 ev ter shut down when there's no coal.n

The ¢oke and By Products plant d4id in fact close down two
months later and never re-opened. In fact the writing was on
the wall for mony pits snd other old eastablished firms that
closad for the lagt time in the following year.

Paking the cartrooad up from the 01d Belle Isle %o Windy il

and down the road through junglet Jarr 1 wag soon home sgain,
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yhen we had had breakfast my father told me some good and
rather surprlsing news. For o number of years he had bheon fig-
hting o running battls with the finistry of Pengions over a
gmall Long Service pengion.

J

In my absence the affaly had beon setbvled,snd he had recei-

ved a cheque for 5186 for the back payments due to him.

1

in the way that wag typical of my father h

™

g didntt save it

for the futurse,but instedd spent 1t on buying clothing ete
for themaselves,plug food snd some “teood Living?.

lie had also set salde a sum o buy me a new s@dy ol clothes
plug shirte and socks,so for the Tirst time in many yesrs I
wos once agsain well dressed.

L oyear or two laber he rented an acere of lond Trom Hiddlee
tongolliery <o opposite the Jroom Pit yord. Because ol nearly
sixty years of sge,he had no chance of geliing work,

For myself I carried on as bhefore doing purchase jobs on the
boats out of ull up either Cusge or Trent,then returning to
the vooad again in dpring.

i earvisd on with my wandering way of 1ife for two more yeasy
until 1 finaly decided that to guote the words of leading pube-
lic figure at the time of the General Itrike in 19206,"1% was
vaeless Lo continue the strugele furthery,

llowaver before that haprened I had made the migtake that ny
father had warned me aboul years before. then in the Spring of
1029 I was egain ready o "Pake to the Roadrsagain [ had no re-
ady cash in my pocket.

40 on the spur of the moment one sunny onday mornlug T par-
celled up ny subt and took it to the Pawnbroker. I got the loan
of 15 shillings{75n) which was alnost a third of the value of
the suilb when bought six months earlier.
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Armed with this capital and my first(end last)pawn ticket I
once again gset out southwards,snd once again found myself in
the kivhouse in Luton.

I had managed to get three wecks casunl work on a new sewer
for new houging estate on the ontskirts of the fown,;and ont of
my first wecks wage I sen® a oI note to my mother to redeenm my
auit from the sign of the "Three Brass Ballsh,

shen 1 did eventwaly arrive back home [ got o “lelling Off{®
from pather over the mathter.

e said,"If you'd opened yer mouth we'd have lent yer a few
shillint'a,but like me you're too damned independant bto ask,

30 1tts cost you five bob more bthan yer borrered for kecpin!
yoer mouth shut",

ror the vecord that sewering job was the only job that I was
aver asncked from in the six nomadic years,snd it came sbout be-
couse I would not vsuhvon my wages!

As I explained in 2 previous chapter,becaunge of hig way of
1ife the itinerant navvy was accustomed Lo vSubtalmost every
day because he literaly lived from day-to-day.

50 on the wriday of the third week the ganger brought me ny
wages,ny cards;and gove me & hours notice.

e exploined to me why, "You don't take a sub,and the others
wont work with goy if you wont subl I've no grumble with you're
work Pincher,but I cantt have a whole gang mallroadint mne (wals
king off the joh)for the sake of one man", 30 once again, I fno-
ved on again Lo what next?

This was the philosophy of the navvies and indeed of all the
travelling folk. The general attitude wasg "Well if he can do

withont meypjean do without him,and therets another day tomor-

row! Hone of us knew what the next day mipght hring.
3 " >
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rambleand some of the

avery day was what might he called a ¢
jobs that one got laft much %0 he desired,

An example of thig was ot house in JLincolnghire. As I was pas
ging 1 saw a “iflorsevon which timber was sawn by hand., Mot wishe
ing to lose sn oprortunity to earn money I went and asked if
they wonted any firewonod ocutbting upe.

Using 2 crosseut saw I worked well into the afternoocn from a
mid-morning start sawing bwo elght foolb long raillway slecpers
into six-inch lengths for chopuing. That made a totel of 32
hloeks in 2ll,it was hard worke

At mid-day she gave me & cup of tea and two biscuits,and when
I finished sawing she geve me the agrecd five shillings. &s she
did go she said that she hoped that [ would spend 1t carefully
and not talke it into a public housel

I could never understond where people ot the idea [rom that
averyone on the rosd was of druanken hobits. Ceriainly there
wos little evidence in lodging houses,end certainly never in
o gpile(dasual Yard).

Admittedly the navvies did like o few pints of beer,but as
o peneral rule they %ept to thelr own company and caunsed little
bother Lo other people.

Thig left only the “ifethsdrinkers,und as they were always
50 bhe found hanging sbout towns and citgéswhere they existed e
tprop-outbstlooked down opon by oven tramps and "ispike Yallahtgh
the general public saw litile of them,

7at by one of those strange cnonmalies that ocour,thesge socisal
misfits ond aimless dropouts are atill to bhe found hanging oy
ound the bhaek strests of all big bowng vherever a “landout'ocan
he obtained by cadging.

hat hag eradicated and driven off

facd

sven the *ymllfare Shoten
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all the traditional wanderers from bthe roads,has not removed
them, their problem is o soelinl one,

By I930 the position on the road had reached s point where
the number of unemployed going "On the Roadtwas sueh that on
any madin road betwesn two Lowns,one could meelt with swenty or
more “dew Trampst,

They were mostly silagle man of 8ll ages who had either no
Wholet,or who wers unable to pay lor lodgings on I5 shillings
('Ip)poer wesk in "private digst,.

Added to this wasg the Tact that as times were harder,more f
folk did their own "(dd Jobsvt,and in order Lo find work for
the unenployed men,most Gouneil work was let 4o contractors
with the clouse that local Labour must be used on the job.

thisg all added up meant that I Ffound it inereasingly hsrder
to Tind casual jobs at all.

The same apvlied to getiing purchase johs on the hoats. Bee
cauvge of the fall in dmports and exports most bhoatmen were
only getting one round Grip from jjull bo Leeds(or whaerever)
and back to Hull more often than not reburning "Light" (enpty).

Indged some were obliged to draw on money saved for a'painy
Jay't,or pogsibly to buy bthelr own hoat,which was always a hoate
mang ambition.

At the rate of one round trip a wesk with Mrelsht rates eut
to the minmama, they found it diffeuls to make a living.let
alone save money.

hogde boatmen who workaed Tor o firm on & fixed weekly wapge
had o much more sacure income,such asg the TLeods (o-op grain
boats which carried corn from the 3ilo at full,to the flour
mitl at heeds. Ubviously those boatmen never Left that kind
of job until they retirved however much they grumbled.
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ngualy obviously,beesuse such hoats(including tank barges
carrying oil ete)all had a mate also on o weskly wage,they did
not necd a purchase mate.

Vet ironiealy it was ot this time vhen the depresasion wag atl
Ltvs worst,;that Covernment deelded that something should be Jd¢gf
done about the poor Law and Jasusl Poor.

About 1929 the “luwrry Up Van'came into heing in fondon, It's

unction was Ho colleet all the v"bHropoutstfrom the Thanes mbh-
ankment and the Afrches. The police accompanied 1t and bundled
211 the human {lotsam into it,then they were taken willy-nilly
bo any of the Yetropolitan Asylums 3oards Yorkhouses that could
sive them shelter and a clean upl

In 1930 the o0ld Victorian noard of (uardiens system was abhow
lighed and replaced by the Public Agsistance gommitec,

Mhis in itself recognised that becoume no many folk were how

,_«

nelaess they werc not all "Rogues and Vagabonds'. At the least

It did away with the old unvarying diet,and the system of

tasks that even ceriminsls in gools did not dogsuch ag ghone

breaking and pieking oakum{Teasing out tarred hemp rope for
canking wooden hoalts).

Although I(and let it he saldPmanymore folk did not realise
it at the time, the winter of 1930/31 was the watershed. IT
marked the end of the 0ld way of 1ife, That wag now pone for
ever into pnst hiastory.

The way ahead was not easy,gradusly after a period of seef-
ingly hopeless depression I did eventualy gel 8 rvepgular job
which lasted Tor thres years,.

sut that would have to be another story,und in any avent
ovwn expericences alter 1931 wore Just like those of thousands

o other folk in the next cight years before 1039,
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50 now as I Look back on those past years,ilt scems that in
gpite of a slum boyhood with it's wipromiging future,not everye
thing was on the debit side.

dhat I lost soeialy in oot having cither o regular job or a

=
[N

settleod way of Life 1L palned in cxperlences. Hot only with rege

srd to the teaveling froternity of bthe road,but alse of nritain,
Add bo these Lhe feeb that [ was olge conversant wilih the old

s

way of Life ond Liviag,snd I bthinlk thaet { am gquite justified in

o
:

saying that 1 conslder mysell ag a link bebwesn the pasgt snd
the progent srag.

sharting from the morning that ferossed the Jolway Bridege fo
Literaly enber jcetland by the"Back poovt,many Lhings happoned
whigh could not happen nowadays. In the cage of the jolway Bri-
dge,it was demolished in [935 after o very 111 fated and unpro-
fitable life of sixty five years. The solway Junction nalilway
wog opened on September I[3th {869,

On August Sth 1870 a passenger service was gtorbted, L[4 ran
from west CJumberland to it's junction with the dalasdonian
Railway in Jumfrieshire.

Me original intentlion was Lo carvry the rich Haematile Irone

ore from the West Cumberland mines to the Jeobitish ironworks,

fon
a9

but in the svent thig troade never materialisged
he 1line d4id however remailn in busginess until 1921, Tor goods

and minersl btraflfic. 11 also corried sonme passenger traffic

ag well(mogtly murket troins).

The bridge which was 1940 yards long was designed ond ih'y
zongbructlon supervised by the coupangds engineer He.lamos
Brunlecs. Ln Jonuwary L1881 the pressurce of lee floss on bfhe
plers of the bridge caunse 4% o them to collapsc.
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Me hridge wag out of use for thres years,during which tine

much trode wos

logt before it was re-openad in 1884,

inother link with the former woay of 1ife on the hand was in
N

working on the old steam dedven threshing nmoachine. 1 aloo saw

Lond cultivated

ines with their

and ploughed by the Fowler stean traction eng-

wire rope drumg uderneathgthen,

Alsc there cannot be mony men who con honesbly sy that thay

sot 9Phe Cold shouldertfyrom o Uounty Bollice chilef on Sunday

afternoon ot tho kit

chan doort

Hot only did I when necesnsary cxperience the doubtfull hosge

pitelity of the

vaods dn ingland,

the Inspecto
50 between th
Hooset 3, know h

&

Add bo all th

L4 )

the British cou
Lot of noney Lo
svatis and for
hege ranged
orts o the (Gra
To the galedoni
oric jass of
droim the fHop
onghive. I oow
log,ond Lhe gre
The Yorkshire
to ne elther.

woag 1itile for

ceadsonal nature

LA

noor Law bhoord of Guardiang in the dasusnl

3

bult I also on oceasion went Lo the wgind [lant

» of Poor was dubbed in Jootland,

e nglish v3pilketyond the Scobdikh helter

ow to go for a nights shelter in both countries,
ase bhe msny notural snd man-nsde sighis of fe
ntryside vhich tourists sand other Tolk snend a
visit,and T can say thalb T osaw most of then
nething in the courase of my travels.

x]

from tho sights of London snd South (oost resd
mplang and the Yesbtern Highlands
an canal,the preat bulk of Yen Hevig,the higt-

Tliecrankie and the 3oud to The lales.

and bthe older orchards of Devw

c’i«ﬂ

Gardens of Fen

many of the countries famous abdeyts and ot

3 £ 3 N

0t Oifton suspengion hridee ot Breiastol,
jodes ond the Pennine dhain vere no strangers

or vere she sash doash rogoritg,nlthough there

an odd dobh man ot such places,bocouss of the

et

of thelr trada,




La o grocer in one of the Yorkshire seamide towns remarked

£

A

fo me in hig shop. "iIn fthe holiday ceason there aven't cnouph

hourg in a day,snd wetre run off our fest. In ¥inter we're

L
™
L

forgotten i1 the next Spring snd jumiert,

¥
i

i pagsed through wdinburgh(riuld Reekier)snd wallked the lo-
neth of the famous Princes strecet,and in Glasgow on i shelt-
ered in & doorway I was baken into custodyl

Tt was on o webt night enm the Barrhesd hoad that I stood dn

the doorway of an eapty shope A4 PRlice Jergesnt came aeros:s

.

the rosd Lo me snd ssked what I was doing theva,

shen § bold him and soid that £ had intended polng 1o the
Fireelay works further along the road,vwhere opon he Lonk me
to the relice station a 1ittle further slong the road,

I was pub into a cell with a couple of blankets and a pint
of hot cocon. Hext morning at six ofclock the door waps unlode

ot

ed | was vsiven a pint of fea and o slice of thick bread and
moygerine and sent on my way.

fhat was a city,bub the part of jeotland that appealed Lo
me most,snd for which [ am pleaged to have seoen it before a0
asldled "progresstoanghlt up with it was She Surns country.

Prom Dunfries round o surng's notive Ayr vie [axwelltown
T Lived smong the folk and shered thelr lifestyle in a way
that could never be done in osny obther way. Surng would have
found everything the same in hig own day.

Tthe words of jeotlands notional poebt described them perfectly
ot though on hamely Tare we dineywear hodden grey and ot
that? JTt'e pith ot gsense and pride o' warth,n men's a non
for ot that!

another way in which I considev mynelf as link with the

pagt concerng my having seen go much of the lust days of the
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stoan engine. that dls the reciprocating plston engine. Tor #h
although the internsl combugtion engine now reighs suprene,
the ntean pisbon engine gave reliable power on every stroke.

it 1s not only the naillway snthusiast who nigses the sense
of power that was the steam locomotives bractive offord, the
steam marine engine had the same unhurried yeb noweriull Pl
ing of a vessel through bthe waber,

L8 one stecred s boal behind & steam tug in tidal water,one

had o sense of rellability or dependability that the Diesel

o

engine A1ld not have,yet this ig progress and without progress

1

the result would be staznation.

4

wen so L ogtill have a nostalgic memory of the tall Tunnels
with their plumes of smoke precesding the boat thalb I was on
wn and down the Humber, to alip our tow-rope ot our destination,

In retrospect I dontt think that had I had to make the some
decigions again I would hove opted for snything difierent,

Sertainly in the way that L chose I had 0 nccept cold,hards

3 L L.

ship and uacertainty in my dodly life style. Vet even so T 1ike
ed Lo travel,eond Lf there had been any opportunity for me to
eilygrabe to either Conads or Wew sealand in 1930 1 would have
done 80 willingly.

Mere were however no assisted possoge scemes when I owasg in
my twenties;ond the Impossibility of saving 80 or 100 npounds
made such a thing only a dream,

dhen the Spring of (931 came avround I decided to stay at
home and toke my chance of Finding work in my own ores.

Inevitably I went to "3ign ¢aY,the procecdure had not aliter-
ade Mlave you workaed since you signed lost2-ilgn Hearidijexti,

L also saw nany laces that 1 knewymen who had given up the

el fort,who were stuck in the rut without hope. Mhey wore gin-
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ply srumbling,listkass robots taking part in a twice weekly
shuffle from bhe door of the pLahour Sxehonge in the aprropri-
ate queue two-deap Lo the counter.

Men after signing bhack Ho the door and oud Lnbo the ghreet
seain o veburn o the home strect-corner sgain., Yhalbever hape-
pened 1 owas determined that 1 would not get into that mindless
end hopeless routinel

There weye other young men who like mygelf had left home %0
find work slsewherpe,ond gome did so snd never veburned to
their noetive town.

T met one such younys man with whom I had baeen at school., 1%
was in the Lodging ousge in Rotherham that T meb him,nd he
cold me bhat he wag working o three day weck down ilverwood
pit. Ve had been in "private Digsvtand would return thera when
hig landiady returned from hospltal Lo r»un the house apsin,

ag for myself in the out of work spells bebwesn such jobs
as & pot I helpad my father on his piesce of Lond,sardening
snd Looking after the poultry which he kept. 11 gove us 1ittle
profit,end our takings were always raquired Lo cover expencos,
roplacaenent of stoel ste,

wyen at thalt it gave usg an occupsitlon,something to do and
somewhere to go. Lroniealy by spending hig time there,ny fote
har who had refusaed to allow me to work down any »nit;snent the

rad

lagt years of his Life in full view of Hiddleton 3Jroom golliery.

Ags Tor myself(once again)may L say thatl Liked wal

[

neen

’3
b
e
e
Tt

king I never had any inclination to hang about on gtrest cor-
nerse. The "gorner foysthad no line of conversation anyway)
That way the first twenty~thres years of my Llife cnded,yoelb
T osbily donrt think that Sthose gix years woere wanbed,
Apart from mny other experiences that I had I lotrned move
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about human nature,snd the atbtitudes of peonle to a stranger

in o strange place than I could ever have loarned ot hone.,

L)

Juite apont fram?%%yorﬁunity Lo soo my country ag it was be-

V3

fore mochanisetion and bhe motorways sarvved it up,snd Cosh p/

AL

traffic made wolking on main roads

par

1 hagard st gove me an ine
siaht o the ways of life of the differaent communities that
made up the British population ot “Grass Joobgw,

At that time cxcept if and when one went to another ayes on
foliday or business, there was 1it6le contoot hetweon for ine.
banee an agricultural sres and a mining aroes,

A8 one might expect iron,stecl,ond mining 13d Lend Lo wovk
side by side. In s predominantly rural ores however whoewe
generation afber generation had sot their Living from the
land, the villagers had 1ittle or no idea of what 1ife was like

in mill bown or o shteel town.

rari hands were sblll hired ot smeasgonal “firin ngs'then they
stood ab a certain part of the Jdarket Ploce of & morket town
and a farmer would look them over very much like horses,

In fact then the jarket day was the day that sveryone went
Bo down not only buying snd gelling produce ste,it was olsgo

he day for meeting frelends snd having a socisl get-together
with not o 1little ale drinking ofter busiheas,

“ven in the big towns and cityta Tolk did the families
shopning for the whole week in snd around the markebs,

nring the rest of the week any daily reguirements wore pur
chagsed localy or at the ubid juitous "Corner shopt,

the edvent of the jupermorkets hog driven most of bhese tre-
ditional dealers out of existunce,

In g like manner mechanicol prosress on the land has sode

it dmpossible to enrn money by doing seasonal casunl work for
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fermners. In the harvest lMield to nane

bhe corn was cub and tied in sheaves by o *5ell
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