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Shagkar.La

flura wea o fuhny oid houso, huilt in the late 17¢h

century, of wattle and daub, which wp wora told wes a mixturd

of cow dung and clay. It was oncs a Popn houso, but wey latar
divided to maka two sottmges, It etood sll slons st the tep
of what a?umad to us childeen a very stoop hill, and wag
aursoundﬁd.by beautiful common land, wheroon gyay ths finpat

+

grass croppod by the horase end cows of the nelighbouring farmezo.

Tha thatched roof of tha old house was cwnad solely and

;
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completaly by eperroun, and without their cantinuous chirping

i

e

nothing would havs boan ths samo, Thuy wara quite & part of our

Ay

lifa, and though the thateh had on occeaioneg been netted, "ghen
blarsted apacxara® still managoed to hold on %o their domain,

The badzaoms had low ecailings, and woxe of most paculisr ahapag,
beana and balks ran in all diysetions “"9 looked fox all tho
world oo LF a byasch had been sawn faun & tyea and just plonked
.amangat the plastex. _ One pisce stuck out in such a wey as to
anrva as a gort of xail for discarded eluthos ak bad tiha.

and another plage peursd iteelf cut of the floox soady to txip
up any unghservant adult, end ths youngsx childron anuand thome
aplvos by crowiing under snd pulling themeelves up. Nowdless

to nay, thin pieca of 'furniture' waa worn shiny bty vo many Mittle

hands.
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Tha windows of the headroome ware almoet cn ths floox,

and to gazs across at the wonderful atretch of arshls land,

bayond which wers the glsrious sunasts, we had to lis on our
etomachs, - There vers two downatair reama in each Cottage, the
kitchen and the ather xuom which we callad the Beat voow,

this room yee used only on grsal eccasions euch se Christmoa

and Company. The baema and the balke ware again all on Vthe

.

crock' ss we called it, just piscas of roughly hackad wopd. Tha

walle, voxy uneven, were held tegother by layers nf wallpapar,

and during pring-alegning, if tso many layoras wege removed,
a luap of plaster would lossen and mother would fill up thae
gaeping hole with a wad of wet nowspaper vhich when dry waa ea

good aa cement,

All the cheirs in this Baet xoom wera hard end etraight

@ backed, ond slippexy with the application of so much bas's wax,

turpantine and olbow greaee, end shona fit to Ptasrks yer sys out”,

We with our short lege, unable %o dig our tose into the carpst

Yo get a grip, were forsver sliding off tha paats, shd s mothax,

to save this continuoun embevrvacemont whan we had company, had

8 lenyg form mada by tho village carpsnier, which stood thes

length of the table and kept four little bottome in vrdaw, and

our 1ititls lega awing with dalight iiks a lamb's tail s wo wers

hended soms taaty moenal fox Sunday tsa. Tha floozs of wall-

woyn unavan brlck wore coversd with saveral leyere of muthar's

s
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home mada shred carpeta, which, whan they hagan to gat ahabby
wera demotod to ths kitohen, and oh ths woight of thesc werks of art.
Eaoh wesk they had io be 'lugged' outnida, alung over ths elothas
Lina and baaton with s stick, the dust flow out in elouds end wa
gradually leaent the ari of not standing faclng the wind 'ar du

wo would ha hin e-champin' o' dust for days oftor'

Allvth? furnitura, well practically overything had belonged
te a dear decemsed psrsan. 'They wore your por ow' Granny Brighton's, !
'that was yousr Aunt Kete's'., 'Poor ow' Barret give me that, jeet
afore ho died'. 'Your pox ow' Uncla Fred painted that'. 'Du yu
ba careful o' that, that wae yer pux ow' Aunt Susanneh's, no 1
tall a lie, that was Hannah glve ma that when she got merxisd! and
80 an., Thare ware photographs of various members of the family
adoxning the wallas, a largs cnlauxaﬁ one of my brothor who had
Jugt Joined H. W, 8, Gangea, a lavger ons of tha membsxo of hia
Ship, both of which we waze very proud, Father woyld point out
ta all who came into the Hest raom. 'Thass my hoy Jos what d'ye

think o! him'.

The kitchsn was beautifully sunny, thers was o drsmeay
tha whols length of one wall, which was sexubbad enowy white by
mather every Friday, On tha top shelf wers lined up all the

beautiful bzown pots with llda, containing salt, flouzr, dried

fruit, dried paas, cocoa coupons, everything imaglnable, erd at
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the and etood fathex's shaving mug, atrop, and cut throat xezor,
naver to bs touched by anyane except himsolf. Undeznsath tha ehaelf
hung ths brass, coppss and aluminium aﬁucupan Jide, faying pano
ond ong wermigg pan, ell bailliant with Sraaao and mush subbing.
At ons wnd ;f the drogser stogd a lazgs sack of flour, end st tho
othex, two pails of water. The cupbpards undernsath wuere ahaolutsly
bunged full of avoryday nocsasitiss. The end ona hald tha boots
and shoea, button bnats and luce ups, all shapes and slxea of

. @hosa which wers handad down from one ehild Lo tha next, until
thaxe wes no wmors wear laft in then, end o button hook hung on ;
nail juat inslde the daox. Very often this door had to bas forcoed

shut snd equelly often did it burst apoen goattoring ths foot-

vivaxr Taxr ond wida,.

The middla cupboard held the saucepans iron enas and a
large iron boilsz which mothex usad for cooking hex spubtad
dicks. Theos euucepans wexs sll usad on the opon fize, end tha
aopt was Juot awept off and the iratde woshad out ond loft to
dry in the aun to ‘swesten it'., Tha end cupboaxd held ths cleane
ing matexials. A large bathsbrick with a elesvs board vhereon we
clponad the knives on a Satugday. Lumpa of blacklead which wexra

apftensd with water and ueed for ahindng the grate, Blacklsed
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bruches, one for putting on and ane for taking off, bius

baga, brasao and various rags For varinuys cleanings and not to

forget the wondexful emell of basgwwax and turpentina.

A shed adjoined the kitechon and sbovae it wag o loft whore

many yaafs ago tha house boy slapt. It was approschabila anly

Fad

by a met of wonden stape and sntersd by a hols Just big enough

to orawl through, but thia was forbiddon tezritory to ue as

fathar fearad that ws would put a faot through the calling,
with a thxsat thet if we damagad the housa thera vould ba ng

where to live and ws would all have to go to Pulhanm Workhousa,

The gorden waa plantegd every year: tha aame thinga in tha

sums plages. Potatose opposits the bmok door, uaually a purpla

variety which when boilsd turnad vaxy whitas, a wondezful flavour

they had. Then thers wsre vous and yows of broad besna, kidnay

bsana and sheluts, Hazdly ever cabbagus, lettucss ar anything

which neaded a lot of washing waa grown, as watar was sparca,

Thezn wen always a good oxop af potatoes with sufficisnt

for aseed for tha following year, in spits of the oot that all

usad watsr was broadoapt With ane awish aver the gaxden autaidg

the back door. Wa loved the young green raw broad bsana, and being




6.

short could convenisntly creap betwean ihs rows and halp curselvaa,
Suddanly a clod would coma flying across the gavdan and land noar
enough to startle ua and father knowing full well what wae

gaing on would epay 'Them ow' bade ars at wmy bsans agin!,

Thexs was .not much of a flower garden., A small plot at the
back of thq houpa was s8ll wa had, in the csntra of which geew
& larga glump of Madonna Lilins, I baslisva the only Flowsy
that motg;r would have in the houss, Wsllflowsrs yspeated thems
selves year after year, Phlox geew to a large shrub, and panuies
yellaw and brown nsver failed to come up, The huying of sesds
was Unheard of and yat as the sessons camp round the sams flowors
appaared, Tha dark brown wallflowers cyewded ovar the paths,
and after o good rain drenchad cur stockinge as we picksd our way

to the closat. The only doubla daffodile baitled agalnat the

winda, their heavy heads bowed with the rsin.

The primzvses of all oclours grew in tha ditoh, and what w
slght thay wers, plantad by fathor about foriy years proviously
thoss gay 1ittle flowers still bloomed merrily year aftor yoar,

end wexe B Joy to many who cama to tha dooxm.

The paploxs shod their red catkins in ths epying, and wp
rogularly as childran binught them indoors, and aa yogularxly

mothar had to pretand to think Yhey wepe paterpillaps, As those '
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catkine matured the asad puda buret and oovexsd the ground with
baaufiful white silkan fluff, which e dniluctad end le?t in heapo
for the bipde o bulld in. Fruit tress shoundod. Thors wore tha
Mttle plume, the big plums, ths blaok plums, the gsasngages,

hona aver saw a pruning hook and yet they boxe fzuit in sbundancw

[}

yaor after yesar. The apple trese of no known vardetiss wuxe

o~

namad aftar my alaters, There wes Mey's apple, Oliva's epple,

@ Vida's apple and lvy'a appla, and we spuke of them as of a Cox or

Blanheim, The walnut txee wos plantad by father whon wy brothar

e
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wag born and yeap after yeer fathar would say 'Blant, 1 cant think ?,“'

why we dont git no nute', until smnreons told him to cut tha tap

o
S

raot and after that the nuia hugen to appeay and from then on

naver loockad bothk.

ShaRigr. 2

Oh 1 shant forget the duy that I was boen

Pl
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It was a eodd and Preaty winter's mozn
The doctor pald I was a chulby chap

and than tho nuros she put me on hox lep.
Gh she washed me all avor I cemembey

And aftax powder puffing me you sps

Sho lald me in tha cradie by the tundor

in a littlo chirt wy mother mada for ma.
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The youngest daughter of o fawily of twelva, ! wes bopn
in 1915 end my firat vivid recollsction was of ths Tiu
apidemic which atruck neerly svery family in the villaga,
Mother was laid low, and }aallng vary poorly with shout five
childxan ?ll whining end anuffling and T xememhey howling
with all my might fox a fam tart. Fathny wee nearly bhaaide
himsalf: ha wag the only one on his feat but no idaa whoza to
find anything, as ha naver had occasion to go into the lardex.
Howavex, aftar wuch oaarching he menaged $o uneaxth ths said
Jam tart end brought it up to mo. I atraightiuey fell aalepp
with tha tazt envelopaed in my hair, Whan 1 avantually awoks
I greatly rosenmbled haad.wise the old cockersl who kept a
family of hena in oxder noxt doar. My poor mothsr not in the

best of mooda mat about me in a pretty rough manner end graat
was the pain and loud the screaming as cho sndeavouxsd %o eort

out the unpleanant wasa of jom and long haiz.

Another eaxly mewory was of Hoasve Day. Theza wors

Lt

eelebrations ot Giasing Hall in the beaubifully kept park and
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gardans. FEveryune was thers ircluding Fether with his Cockie
Stull. A gremophono with & large horn bsllowed Fopth 'The
MWinatyel Boy', Pirewoxls axplodad in all dicoctions and @ dankey

who avidently objsctsd to giving rides to childran apenad his mouth

and displaying yeliow teeth let cut a wer exy which so terrified
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me that I had to be brought homs snd put to bad,

The children wha lived next doox wers aur anly companiana,

end as thoy were the seme age as oursolves we sharod whatevss

little tit bite came our way and opant many hsppy howra in tho

maadow with ite beautifully cropped grass and the masese of

o

buttercupe snd dalsisa, We zolled down the hank, wa paddlad in
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the pit when the horsus wexs not ualng it, in feot we made

@ uas of overything that was theys for tha saliing.

We lovad baking daya, mothexr would hiava basn up at orack

of dawn, and the amell of yeast would have esgendad the stalre

and tha bread sat to *prove’ befors we came down %o our hesake

fast of very swost cogoa and bread end milky or if dock was in

dripping toast. Then the ovan had fo he lightaed. The aven was

ng in the wall heside the kitchen grate, it had a hlackleaded doox

with a bpase knob and bits of oxnemental iron wurk decoxated it.

Undoxneath tha oven was tha fire, whigh had a moat hopribla habit

of smoking, and so to cleay the flus mothey would not a mateh

'
'

to & little gunepowder which had baan weapped (in s sorew of papex,

hold the door ehut with the tweezers, and "Wogmph?!, 4f thay

didn't do the trick nothing would, With a satiafactory 'Thass

g~bannin' ghs would procesd t4 put in.mors aticke and shxuff, ap
!
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she called ell thy tiny bita of wood chippings from axound

the chopping black, end tappod it up with coke,

The dough would by rising in a very lawvge tin pun which woe
placad se noax to the fire as poesibls, and avery now and than

ahs would just touch the xlaing hulgas through the clath vhich

e

covarad it, When the brookPfast thinge were weshed up, tha dough

would ba ready for kneading, and she, having floured a large

@ caoking bosrd would pull out slasticy lumpe cut them to tha night AL %
eize, ond with a rhythm which shook the table lugs, Aedanedu~iyks, a5 ‘lgg%

T

Asdam-de=dyka, the dough would ba kneadad and plassd in thois

respactive tins, and with thxee pokesof the finger on sach Hlab,

thase worka of art were laft to xise again.

Then thare would ha those iialiﬂinusly nutmaggy foursen caken

9 with their shiny topa, the dabte pios, tha pink buna, the rog short

cukoa which waze a type of puff pastry but when cooked ragembled

little hopke and we atuy them leaf by leaf, toffue tartn shiny buns

and Lf wo were having enmpuny, o zich frult eoke. Yhors woas only

ong day for baking and svery bit of use had to bo made of tho haat.

Vory lergs rice puddings snd rhiubaxb pies wexe put in the cvon as

it wes coocding of¥, wnd duping ©he fruit swueson wome cosking paors

vould ke washgd , cut in quaxtera, the skin left or and plousd in

ona of mothnr's shiny brown Jars with sugar, clovea and vexy YLitils

watev. Coaked elowly they wore sbeolubely deliclous, ocunchy yat




aoft, almost the texturs of choystullised Psuit. Aftey tha
cooking bowls had been finished with we gorapud the sidse, byroad
and coks moylded togother into a most wondezful greyiah blagk

blob whish wa put into e cocoa tin 1id end when cookad ato with

ralish,

4+
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Aftaz ths oven had conled down the waske washing wea wrappad
in nawspépar ond placed in it to aiv, Econemy wae & maties of
9 caurse, a virtue but also a yreat negeanity, My sister could
read and write long befors ahs went to echoel and triod to exan
goma of har knuwladge.inta my unwilling hesd, getting me Llined

up with a nost weird assoztmant of dolls; ang with halr made of

hindezr etring, ome with s haad mads of a xubber bell, fest

e :
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mianing, arme missing, une cama from Wembly or aome exhibition

e and was made in one piece as an ovnament but had xesl hsix with
resl hair pins. There was o boautiful doll nemad Mazion who
could do no wrong, snd a gollywng. Each dull hu§ a pancil and
tiny book, and each doll was given leasuma in arithmatic and

weiting but try se I could %o ba top of the tlasa I onuld greap

nothing.

Chankes 3.

Abit shout Fathex

He hed an anaxing eanss of humour my Pather. Huch olider

than mother, he had sat hor on his knee ay g child, His vents vere
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vary faw, a pint of beor, sitting in hia pony eart emcking o

clay pips; listening to tha birds, noting tha differunt Flowess

as thay eppeaxsd, and a rattling goad laugh, Outsidws the hagk
doox thaxo otoad the old ghor which he had mads out of @
hollow tyunk of a troe, ond amazingly comfortabls &% was teo,
Thexe he' would ait eontentadly for houss with his shirt sleoves
rallad.up. puffing away at his clay pips Pilled with Juggler

@ Tobaggo, sevenpencs an ounce, diatening te tha blackhipgd or tha

Imavia in the poplar tres, watching the mariine ae they flow to
and fiu huilding thedr noets undar the mavea, and thyowing crumbg
to his little pet apink which #vary day cawe and asked for food
on the doorestep, The tometite would build in the #haff house,

and hie fugy knew no bounds if anyona dntezfexed with a bind'e

neat.

We geldam saw him angré oxoupt when his tools had basn
uzsd and wot returnad. Ha wap not a religious man and had no
time Yor sanctimonious poaple, he could put up ulth a sinnag ao
long ae he was not a misarsble ona, Sitting qulotly, hs weuld
auddently break into eong, I remembor one day hzaring what I
thought to he a nuw hymn, 'Allelulls Tédanjulin', until I
raalizad that Yad wes tha soxton and Julis his yood wifa, wrd
mother would ey 'Waltor hehave youreslf] ! Balng ao mugh oldes

than mathex, we us tiny childpan were rather afraid of him,

s
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and would stand like rem~xode wishing him 'Hany Hapry.Tuxne

of the day! ex if on an cccaalon when we had a naw drass 'Ploaes

father, mathsr sald, Do you like my new dreaess??  Ha vauld piok

us up and.giva us a klas and na doubt wished that we were moze

at waas with him,

Bofore 1 went to achool he would toke me for rides in tha

pad

pohy vart. 1 would be parchad up basido him on a plank with a

@ sack over it to help to esse things a bit, and as wa went elong

st a slow jog not & thing was laft unnoticed. Ths firat ewallow,

tha cuckoo, a wild xose, and oh the small of the swest briar with

the zain on it, aﬁd the fislds of horase bsens! He knew evuryona

and always found tims to talk end most inveriasbly left people

laughing.

@ Somaons would pay 'Yioes that yar little gal?! and he would

say 'Yia thass my litils mewther? Lifting me down Prom the paxt

'"There what d'ys think of hax'! 7 He would atop for‘rafrashmunt’

at ons of the many public houses which azs now no moxe, tie up ths

puny to wpecially provided staples in the wall, along with various

typos of four-lagged tvanaport, eet me up with a packet of eriapp

and ] would orunch oway ae I listenad to the esund of leughtoz Gome

ing from tha tep=xoom, but liching to be away.

Whan 1 was vary young after the firet wer, Pather worked on

tha roads for a tims, it was a very poorly paid job but he had tha
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birds and ths Plowsrs and abova all pesple to talk to, ALl the
stones for the monding of the rosds had %o he broksn with a amall
hamner end there he would wlt wearing a peir of goggles, atraddlsw
lagyged on a anck avtrida a stuna haap.hnmmurinu away, 0Ons day tho
Rector's wifs came along und as slways full of pleasant remarks.
Goad Morning, Mr.Brighton' ‘'how fortunats you are to have such
8 Job on this lovely day', Father'a yeply 'Wall theres nothin!
to stop you from jinin' me mamm!.

Another time when ha wan wending hia way to the Chequsrs Inn

he met tha same gand lady, "Hello Mp.Brighton and where are you

off tort

"I'M gnen to ses my doctor Haam"

"And who is youx dogtor Mr, Brighton®

"Dz.Rupvo Maam at tha Chequers, ho's ths only dogtor I know"

Ha would get into trouble for baing late hows for dinner, but
ha would always make up for 1% by ragaling mother with all the
lateat naws, always plenty of efnising anecda;aa, and his laugh
could bo hesxd as he later sat nn.tha ald tren fxunk dn tha maad;w
with his naxt daoor raighbaur, legs epert, hands on knaes, puf?ing
away at his old clay pipe. As & younger fallow he was aoked to
rapeir ona of tha church towers in the vieinity. According to
him ha fillad the hola with bazrvow loads of old tina and bags of

chickens muck, plaaterad up tha gap and covesad it with flinte

end to thie day it atandsa.
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His powers of obaservation waze incradible, not a twisted
stovking escapad his sye, he would imitate enyona end he was mothax's

only means of sntertainment as aha harsolf hagdly over wént olt.

The last thing he did wes to crawl out of bod 4o listen to

the spaxrows,

Lhaptaz 4. = Fathoe's poniss

Father's poniss wera never to be forgotten, 01d Yom, the
firat [ romembsr would naver dolgn to give an slderly fanals a
xide. Hs would cast his aye round and having ancertainsd that ho
wan seeing eright and thad thers wam an old girl in the cart would
with sars back procsed to make evary attempt te back the paxt ;nta
the ditch. Sometimss he got 1t as far as hanging over ths sidn,
but father always sat tight and if Tom did not manage it;ﬁith gara
laid flat on hia head he would go up tho roed "hell fox leathgy!,
heping to unswat the fumale that way. Annther time two ladiss in
the villags aakad to borrow Tom and the cart aa they had-an appointe
want with tha dentiat at Disa. Thay mounied the ocart, tucksd themsolves
in with a yug, and hupafuily ast off.  Dut Tom wnn having nons of
it and all the peravading in the world would make him do no move
than & crawl until he came to a deed halt and would not budgs an
inch. Thero was nothing for 1t but to tuzn back snd aa goon as

Tom knew ha was heading for home hg broka inte a brisk trot end

ths appointment had to ha put off,
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Then thora cane Fanny, o pretty little byown pony who

would always knock on hox oteble doox at five in the moxning.

Fathezr usedto asy "Dlsyat] that pony”, but neverthsless would

it
elways et up sireight sway and foed hag, and anyway 1t was £
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no haxdship to him to be out with the dawn chesua, Fanny was

3

o

triaky and prestty unpredictabls about getting otevted, in the

morninga. Sha would lay back her sara, roll har syes, taes hax

@ head and pull at the roigna, Father would sit on his hard goat,

"Whoa me little Fanny, vhoa mas little colt®, and thon hie

pationce exhaueted, "Wiiat-theutiellearesyosnstox!"

Lhepkor du ... Sfurting Schonls

At the aga of flve 1 very raluctantly woent ta school with

my eldor bzuthuez end two oistess. Uressed in a little mauve

@ ceat with a fur dollex, a gxey frock, white pinafoze, thigk

black ateckinga, which, either bsgause I had loet & gaster ox

the lastie had worn ton leose wiuld not stay up, black b'uats

which wore lecod helf way up, and then crisarozonaad over hoohe

and doubls knotted at the tap. Lacking round ot gome of the

other littla ones and sxanining theiy axlicles of clothing, 1 was

e G A e et
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quite convinead that their boots woepa mada of dzon, end well they

.
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might hava basn conaldaxing the wiles and milag that the ponr

AN

Aittle things had to walk in o day and in oll weothexp.

There wers two xooms in tha schanl « ond a lobby., In the
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corner of tha lobby stood a chippad ehomel pail of wates

which emolt like zust, To the handlag was tlad a tin mug Prom

which we all drank, 1% was vile tasting watexr Prom a well, in

the echool mistresses gaxden and each marndng 1t wae the haad

boy's job to ome that this peil was navly fillsd, Thets was

8 littls xoom and a big room. Wo all congragatad in the big

ruom for praysrs and a hymn buofore deagons, and I can so wall

remembar the old mehuol mester with beaning fuos twirling the

cane he alweys corried, and poking ma in the tumay as ! gang mnat

heartily "Count your blassings name them ona by ong" & hymp of many

which I had lazént from mother who had a lovely litile valce,

having no idea vhat wes moant by "Whan upon life's billows yau aza

tempant tosadd", byt sppreciating it all much letay,

Very soan aftsp my starting sechoal, the school mavtor and his

wifa ratired and 1 was chuaen with a boy of the game age to preaant

a amall bag of monay as a Fapewsll pift, 1 wrdgglad and glggled
narvoualy, and blushed as I held F:addiaé hand all conscious of uy
new draen, as betwesn us we handgd ovey

the villaga golloction of

coine which must have hean vary umall as no ons oaxnad more than

25/= or 30/« g weak, and we both ware vewspded with 8 tuddia and a
kios, and young as I wao & noticad a taar in the old saghool mastox'e
nys,
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After the rotiyement and doperture of the schonl mavter and hia
wifs, came two delightful women taachers, both wsza of Nasfolk ocigin
oo thay haa na diffiéulty in understanding vur noas perculiar languags,
The youngast teacher who was in chaggo nf the little onne in the Little

room lived at tha Poat DFfice and we aelways gan the figat hal? mila

Fld

down tha hill ip oxder 4o be thors when she game out of the gate,;
a to hold her hend for the remainder of the walk to school. In this
little room, with aendlese patiance we wers taught how to count, yead,
weite, draw and eing with ths hatmonium for accampaniment. The
echool ranm windows were always fisll of floweys, sheeps paraley,
buttercups, kingoups, birds syes, cowalipa, Anything that a child
brought was mont graclausly accepted and placed in & Virel Jax of
ghich thors waxe many., It wsa a gosy littls room with an opsn fire
&nd a guard on which we somatimes dried oux coats, and on ons ovoasion

in imposeible waathex when only thiree of us had tuxned up we ast in

aur dragaes only, thore wers three littls pstticoats and bloomars
hanging up to dry, with thres paics of boots at tha pids of the firae,

and glordously warm thsy were when ths timo csme to ga homa,

et

T e g e T e ey

Whan we moved into Stendszd 2 ond the Big xoom 1ifs was
differant, we missed tha occtasiomal individuml at¥antian but at tha
egne time wo gained a little solf luportancs. We had to shara very

long deoke which sestad six baya and gicls, Real ink wells wo had and

real pana with croased nibs which apsttorad ink 4n all directions,
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The ink wells wera invarisbly helf bunged up with bite of

blotting paper, and as we dippad in 4he pen nut cams a blob stuck
to the nib which, until we ware chls to maks pun wlpors, wo clasnad
on our stogkings. The daske wera bespattured Qith ink of the

agee, boya namog wore carved along the edges, Worde had heen
weitten and pangolisd out in the courss of a compooition laason »

uaaful things dasks,

We olhowed and pushed ena another along tha feois as wo
spraad out our elbowe thinking thet the moxs room wa took the batter
our writing would be, ~nd many a kick did wa give and take under
cover of the dosk. The hsadmistress taught Stendsrds 2 ta 7,
end haw well she managed it, Aeligious inetyuction, History,
Geography, Avithmetde, English, Botany, Noadlsuork, Haskaet worpk,
Palnting and drgwinq for the boys « woll everpything thot wao

neCaBI&rY.

Tho pinging lessona aelwaya pamsed too quickly, as the ssasons
cane xoynd wo wein tsught gongs sppropriats to that time,
To hava the children divided into thrse lata and ainging mround

was a great tzeat, snd ona particulaxly etaye in my windi~

I 1 were a cobblax 1%d meke it my prida
The bast of all cobblers to ha

I 1 ware a tinkex, no tinker heside
ghould mend an old kettlo like ms.

But ;hathar a tinker; a enbbler or Lord,

vhetever my portion may be,
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In sohonl I would aim

fax tha top of the elasa,

In lifa fox the top of thy tres.

Let who will be sacond

the Plsat I'm detorminag to b,

Thoss who couldn't sing oither mimed or mado a noiss like

tha droning of boea, hut most of it wau deadenad by the strumping

on the plano, while ths head mistzess staod on hex togn heesing ovox

tha top of the upzight instrument, as thers wers always a Taw who

would find something slse to do beside the work in hand,

Gur xaffls woxk wae eomething to he quite proud af, but muny

8 quasr rhape of backet was invanted unintentionally, The yaffia

nuadles had a habit of disappaering, loat, atoken, ur atxayed, and as

tha shoxtaga becewe more acute, ths head boy decidad to menufsciura

eomp for he'penny each. Hs cut up pieces of wira, tuznud one end

cvex and fwisted it round to form en oye, but gadly snough ha

hadn't the axt of filing and thesn whe had the monsy to puxchass

this invention were disapppinted as the rough snds toxe at the

raffin end 8o the project fell thraugh,

A we pliad our noedles Wlas Enpland, the hoadnistyass, wuld

road alowd u book or snatchas fzom the daily peper. How we

loved to hear the dednge of Pip and Squank in ths laily Mizzaz,

The popor would ba hended xound, cavefully foldaed so that we had

no chanco of sseing anything that wa eught not to sea, The childsen

took tha upportunity of waking plenty of nolse. "Guo' Oh, AW

Jeat you look at that! Hy hat! Plesse Mies he wont let me asa.

Haw much longer are you gorn to be?" until we had sll sesn end the

paper was honded back to ths headmistrasn,

Tha booke youd to us wore neassty all of g vad vaplaty, with

little waal ahildxen dying dn garrate with vory cauel pacents, but

accasionally we would be trastyd to eompthing raully lively, end it

..‘.s_;" F1i3 A
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wee a great conqupat if we could belng ons of ous favourite

bagks from homa to be rsad te the tluss. Fe the snd of the

posaion wa would ahout "Thamk you Migs, T.ank you, Mies” until

wg waxo told "That is sufvlcdent chlldzenv,

The Huzdwistreas livad in a house adjoining tha school

and &8 ghg was unable te leave the achoolzoom tp prapave horself

& moal wo would be tranted to tho emell of anparagus, ox cabbage

ag it boilad gally on a littlo oil stovs vhich ohs had eat up in

e

the sehool soom, and thers wers tnitchdng of nestrdls and plnching

7 ;%’*?’%&é:

of nnees ws we protendesd that we were quite unusad to ahy snell

which was not of the ewsstest quallty, though pensing & goed nld

muck hesp cuused us not to turn o haip,

We livad a mils avay from school so wo ctortad off by talting

our dinnera which we ate, when wekb, in the litile xopm and when

fine undes the dear old elm tsoe whoss roots formed psxfoct littla

geate for ohildren to atraddla acrooo with thelr backs to tha

trunke. Wo ueuslly etortud off with bruod and bubter and o twoe

ponny pucket of potato crieps divided batween the four af us.

1 hated broad and butter and if thoze happensd to ho a pisca of

bubtter stuck in a holv I quickly whipped 1t oud and dioposad of

ite We ate thu tiny shoats from the hawthern hadga which grew

around the church yexd, ord tha auck-soues which wa picked in the

maadeow not glving a thought as to whothex o cow had pauausd niazhy,

The bresd and butter was uauslly followad by & dutae pie or s pink

bun, and oh how enviously we ilooked upon a Pat ovex fed girl who

dadly produced s grogh quantity of cakes end pastziss which she

gorged grewdily until we noticed that they wers wgappad in newge

paper. This fillad us with horvor as mother was vevy ‘particulay

with the wrapping of food dn crisp greassproof puper and frum thep

ended our tempiation to envy,
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boy
Another delightful/produced a wost besutiful sponge eska
end plscad it on the deak, his sbsent mindad brother promptly sat
on it with his little corduroy trousars. Ve sxpagtad iv ses 1%
aquashed vut of ail recognition but were amazad, and collapscd
with laughter as wa watched it graduslly rise and ratum 4o it'e
Tormer shgpo.
After dinner there wae plenty of time for play, and we
mada good usa of it, we would shout ebove saeh othex aas to which
game it should bs, the child with the best lungs would havo tha'
cholca. Nighte Lodgings was a great fqvouriio of ona boy., He
would tuxn his top Jacket = he wore several - insids nut, The
xoet of the children atood in a closely packsed lina to form a
wall, The boy pretended to knock on a door.
Boy Knack Knock
Reply Who'e thexe
Boy On'y ma
Roply What d'yo want
Boy I want a night'e lodylng
Roply Wall ye pan't cume in
Bay 1 will if I hatter knogk tha wall in
With that the scuffle startad, and if tha boy wanaged to braek
thraugh the wall of childesn without losing aldl his jackete he had
wan the ganma,

Anothar favourito was Sheosp Shesp coms home, Dne boy would
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be the shepherd, Apother with his coa% on back to fxont
would be the wolf, and the yemsining children would huddle to-
gether as a flock of shesp.

Tﬁﬂ shephecd "3hoep Sheoop coma hone

Ghaep "atra afyaid®

The shephozd What of?

Bhaep "The HWolf"

Tha Shephazd Tha Wolf haa gona to Bavopshize, and
wan't he back for ssvan yoer. Shaep
Shaep come homa®
With that the shasp ran heltsr sksltor to the othar gnd of the
playground., Tho wolf growling and elaswing spreng from his hiding

plapa, catching as mony children as he gould and thoss who roached

home in eafaty took the impoptont parts in the noxt gane,

When we ware %ired of such rowdylem we indulged in a
rother unkind gune as followsi~ Thexo were two vezy vicious
young eix yaér old girle who absolutely loothed each other.

A bay would arousz thelr touchy tempers by $elling one that tha
ather had called hor namss. It nevor failed 40 woxk end the
fighting began tooth and mail, Every ope agged then on. "Gs jit,
Go it} " and we lay on the lovely patech of grass oppnaiie tha
Cxown Inn at tha top of the ochool lgra, halplesa with loughtex,
until wo geslisnd that thinge wers gutting out of hend and ons

of the tougher clder children sioppad hetwaan them apd eallsd o




Next to the achool pluyground was a mapt heautZful waadow end
by vourtusy of the faxmer ws wove allowed to play thuxe providing the
cattle wers elaswheru, The beeks evdn in summey seaned Lo epathle
with glorioualy clesr watey tumbling over the little atopes. Use
made daws and hudilt bridges snd telszod on tha knobhly pawts czpasing
from ons aido t0 the othex. Yo hunted for ducks agys for vhich we
weps given a ha'penny ber of chocolats Af we tock them io the Crawn,
we pickad the beautiful kingeups down in tha muddy pseb and lay on
they well eaten greas. Wse washad our hendkiss in the wetor and dried
tham on ths trses, and often a pair of stockings would be hanging
thers ap well, if some untoriunate child had miasssd his ar hex

fauting in the boclk, but we pever split.

Plenty of troes to climb, cur favouriie being an old elm whous
boughs dipped to the gzound and weve atTipped of bark snd worn shiny
by the peasage of soc many litile hottoms. {ine day a boy whizzing
down tha bxaneh falled to stop in time and shot oft the and into a
lazgs gow pat, ws onlockexs gollapasd with lasughtaex and thsn saw the
paerious side of it, What wera we %o dof Fraddy zan into the schonl
to call Mias England, who sama wunndng outl with an axmful of newpw
papaxs, but didntt quite know how to stert the mopplng up oporation.
Then up spoka dapendsble John. "Losve Yim texr me Mise, 1'l1 weo azter
him", With that he asaizad ths unfortunate boy by tha hsele and draggad

him eeat downwards over lumps and bumpa, mols hills, rest harrow, nettloen,

buttercups and deisies, up hill end down went hs, until the boy's trousars



ahone like a pair of well polished shose snd smelt as sweot as new

mown hay.

Chaptex 8. = Afternoon st schogl

Very oftan during the hot afisrnoons of summer, we wove taken
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out to sl uqdar tha bmech trus in the church yaxd for our sawing

s
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lesaonss UOur eticky hends otruggling to push the nosdle thirough

N

the material. The cotton a dirty grey os we endsavoursd to meke o

N

good jJob of hem atiiching e caminole or a nagyar chomiee. While the

toather'n voies dronad on, our minds wandexud toc diPfszant anunde,;

tho humming of the boss, the gusts cropping the grass around the
gravea, and we lacksd up at tha beaubiful grueation unduy which we wera

sitting and wers vexy very hoppy.

Then back inte sghool for another laseon, we kapt an sye on tho

clock as we alwaye longsd to bs oubk in ths opan, and L{ was always

8 relief to hear the teacher clsp har hands, "Books and woxk away

children®,  With much scu?fling and shuffling tha work would ba

pasand to this ond of the row, sollected by the two wldest childzen

and packad into the already over fillad gupbuards, The doors woxe

alightly warped with age, and vesy often Loump thimap, out fell a masa
of books, papery noedlework, raffia, once more to ba forgad baok again.

When all wae astilad and quist and we wewe sitting on our handa, wa

were givan ths arxder “Stend up. Hande together. fyoa closad, Our Father

whichart in Hoaven.,..." We then vilsd out into tha lobby where our coata

were piled thxeo and four on o hook, many of them had fellsd on to ths
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fioor baing trampled on by thue children making a wild yush far
the deor, "Whara's my hat", "Pleass Miss he's gat my soot on®
"I'm goxn to &ell your mothar whep you git homs®  "Nopn't caxe
"Dan't car; wag meade 40 cara, don't cars way hung, Don't pare wan
pu£ in & pot and boilad %11l he was dong®, Y1'va gut a ha'penny, i'm
gorn tn huy‘aama sherbext"  Giva me the lic'rice end ['11 giva yau
u gob stopper” "o you want & toffea?? "Sos ma gat it," and alap
@ would go a toffespaper on tho unfortunats child's eya, "Where's my
hat®, 0Oh blow, the lasiic's hroke",
Aftaz all this hullabaloo ws would gaily teip along up tha
school lane atl hungry’ far tea and all the best of frienda.
EBQEEQR P Qf . Hown

As we wendad our way howe, deagging our dinner bag along ths
geaund, we would otop to examine some little thing of 1nﬁarast; a
bird's nest, a flawer, rabbits in tha maadow, watar trickling along a
ditch pushing the graoess with 1t, the flocks of starlinge yiaihg and
falling, or maybs the wooks flying homs for the night,

Tha faxm labaurers went by with their frail buskats alung over
one ehouldex and out of which poked an empty bottla. In the morning
it had contiined cold swaat tem, the only drink thay kiesw in wintax
or sunmar. These man walked at thae eane paze they had kept up all
doy. in the fislds, hobbling over the ploughed furrawa, drilling,

hoaing, "Gandnight me dears, dont be laate in tha mOTNing”,
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Yea waa alwaye xeady and mothsr was always at homn, but
befaro wa could think of eitting down wa had to chsnge into
our playing clothes., Aftex tea, snd having with luck assapad
waahing up, 1, the unfoxtunate ons with.straight hair had to put
it into curlers. Thia was done by first demping the hair with cold
toa, and then winding & atyand round a plage of rag, up and up until
it touchad the haad, it was than twisted into what we eallsd a
dodmanod, the yesaen being that it fairly wall zesamblod a snell
when tiad secugely, About a dozen of thess adornsd my head sach
night and what agony to wlesp on thess lumps, gapaeially if & fow

stray heirs wera tightar than the rest. And woam betids mo 1f in the

morning my head was not a mass of gorkescrew cugle.

And'than'tn play, which myst hgve & chapter an its pwn.

At oaven ololeck o quick waaﬂ in a handeup and to bad. On
one oggasion, an oldexr sistor who was homa qﬂ holiday came up-otalxs
es tha four of us ware kneeling by tha hed saying aup PTBYSEE.
Spotting a black palr of feet she quickly nlippsd dﬁwn atairxa and
Just me quickly sppoavad with a bowl of wobar and thyust it undey the

offanding ecbjects, ths non aufforers enjoyed the joks tremandausly.,

Into bad, thres of the youngest tagether, but not untid ws had mads

iy
._{,: i

sure there wera Ao spidders hiding in the meny gxacks in tho railing,

T e

This was tha time for smtory telling but as I was not very brilliant at
thinking things out, it remainad for me to listen. Hothex would

come elong and recite a posm which we always enjoyed, My vary




favourite hedngiw

Morrily, danced thu quakere wife and narrxily damced tha quakes

The quaker fell down and bxoks his noes snd wrapped it up in papey

Ag I was walking aleng the stzest, I pleked up e pisce of popar

And what do you think I found ineide, why, the erooked old noea
' af the quakor,

Finally woe woru all asleep, the leaveu on the poplax tross

\@ rustied, the sparrouws shuffled in the thetch, end mother slsansd oug

the grata peady for tha morndng singing to hsveolf hymbs that she had

learnt st Tibanham Chopel,

On Friday night moshor bellevad in giving ua & dose of medigine,

Qut came the shubazb jem and wut cams the buwechams pills. Thosa

were wpappod in littls wiaps of pepar, four at a tiwe, and sold

@ sgparetnly or slae a whole box gould bo hought, desy little round

woodsn boxesa thoy weze, beautifully mada but no matter what we did

the peruliar ampll of tha pille hung %o the box, hut that rld not detey

us from using i% foxr a few sweats to kesp in bad,

i
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Woll, the rhubsxb jem would he spooned out, two or theen pilla 4
fiees
hiddon in 4it, aceoxding to the siza of the child, end inta oux mouth &

it went, Dawn wont the jam but ugh! thege remaingd tha pills by wow

T

turned black gtdll in the mouth, Haothex would hava to mip the noge

to make them go down and with wuch coughing and splubtering, ak Jung

loat thay would disappeat.

,.
o)
o]

Lionieioi e




Lheataz 10 = Sturdave,

On Saturdaye we had our various jobe to do. Thexe was
wateh to be fatched, cuphoords to be sexubbad, windows claanad,
grass t; ba pulléd fox the hena, vood to be picked up, end whan
aell wai dong, a viait to the ahap.

'\ The deinking woter cems fzom the villagn pump half a m{la
away, and at a vexy tendsr age ue wowe sent foxth with two

% buckets and a aquars tu fetch this very preclous cmmodity. The
squers was a piequ of vwood in tha ehaps of a piotuze frsia, ond
having ateppad ineida 1t wa lifted it oo thut tho full buckets
raptad agalnet the wood, thus preventing thew frem dengling ageinot
our leys end giving o bothter balence. And sn we atxuggled up
the hill txying to kaep our backe atraight with this tarsifle
weight on our azma, The water glopped as we reged to sas how fer
we could go without zsatlng. Voo betide ga if wa playsd on the
voad dusing the operation ox atapped to speak with any othez
children, In the winter = Oh joy, tha watar gans eporkiing
from a apring at the oide of a diteh whore the primrosas graw.
This wes a vexy sagred place and carefully tsndsd and well
covaxgd in caee eomecne should goms and in & xockless wood
apodl our litile secret. UWhat & xoliaf and joy it was to zun
howa ane toll mother that the droin wes running = this basutiful

claas conl water. 1t meant Goudbyo to thoso long tirlng txaks

to ths atreat.
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After dinbwx vhen all the wozk une dons 1t wow bath tina.

"How your father is out of tho way® wother would goy, Tha
water had to be brought from the pit, vhaze geew tha foxgutunge
nota, jenny crespaze, bullerushas and water-craos, and in the
opring thousands of little frogs end tiddley-brats, os we called
tha tin; fiehe In the summer we bathed under the sppla tysas out
of the pight of anyons. Ths water bedng heated in a largn bodlex
ovgr an open firoa, It wos alao hair washing day, and usually & teaw
spoon of Joyes was edded to tha watez "just in case, and
after we had driad and put an oux clesn "gaxmonts® no mothes
modeatly callad ous undor clothes, we had %o run up ond down

the road to got tho wind into our hair, which gave us o most

wondexful fesling,

Having besn cloenad and tidiad the naxt thing was a
vialt in tha shep which was in tho lower otzest and oboub ;
mila from ouxr housn, We enjoyad this 1itile teip sorrying the
lop=sided baslet with a ploce of cloasn papar ot the bobtom,
There wera always plaenty of childxsn to maat, alusya somathing
interasting to look at and planty to laugh sbout, Ouy fizat atap
wan at the axch under which ran beautifully elaay wetox, whesrg wa
floated sticko, and watched thom swipling eway out of eight.
In the gummox we uscd thu orch as o house with @ lavaly sandy

floor end planty of old tina s cooking uiennile, 1dld atrawharrine

grew on tha banks, and nuts and apples fell from a neighbouxing gardan,
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Boaxing in mind that we wust net hang ohout Yoo long, off
ve want past the carpenter'as shop with thy blackenith's adjoining,
then round the Poat Dffice corner theough the plantation and up
the New Road, past the Dakan Timbax, tﬁa kiggeat txss in Glaming,

sound the Chapel coxner to the ahop.

1

Tha door bsll hung on a pleca of abeel and went ding-ding
a8 wo oponad the doox, and dingeding ao we shut it again, From out
the eitting romm cone tha shopkoeper pinging eway, hobbling with
lpainful arthritis but nevor a complaint, Ouy basket would be liftsd
on to the countexr containing a red pochette in which was & carefully
written list with the prica beside vach itmn, and &1 to pay fox
them.

"Hallo my dasarxs, what can § gat for you®

And oux oxdar was duly givan, Amexican chesaa, poot lopas,
cahdles, matchua, clotheas pags; currvanta, uuerythipg was in that shop
and a apeclal journay seemad to have te be made Pux pach items The
augaxg, deiad fruite, aplit_paaa. B16.,; Wbre kept looas in dravsza,
and all had to be welghed end papex bags mada out of shoste of blus
papeg. 1t was a work of avt, thesa defily made peckages weis, so
folded thot nover a grein of rica or a curpant aacgped. folled up
light & pausage xoll thay were, turned up an thair ends, ons side
tucked in, a quick flick over and the othux end treatad tha sams,

White curical bage were mado for ohaxbert; ground ries, peppex, mined

splces, all powdery thihge and owsatn. A numbag of white paspar agquares
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danglad fram a pieco of string at ono side of tha gounter, and
with a quick pull, a flick of $tho wrist end o sharp twist at the
pointad end a masvellous focl proof litile bag wse pyoduged. In
went thalgaoda and with s quigk fuld.uvar and & hsad aver hesls

turn, tha top was mada sscura.

+

When ell tha provislons had been carefully packsd in our
lopsidad basket, the change and %ha bill placsd in the pochatis
in a Bscura.p_lacn. we thunked the shopekneper end propared to go.
But a last minuts thought "Pleass, mothsr sald have you got any
tins or hoxou?® Tine or hoxesl tras=la-la-la, I'11 ga and
860", and off the deer soul hobbled to look in ths stors zoom.
Back ehe cems with a ?ew bxokon biscuits in one, a liquorice alle
Aoxt étuck fo ths sida of another, a Pew teffea chipa, a faw hune
dredo and thousgnda = what richaal It waen't snough to glve
us the boxae, they hed ta ha~carafﬁliy tied with stxdng sy that
we could manage them. MHaving eaid "Thank you" many timea, we
gelly set forth for homewith our load, but 1t was not uhusual
%o go beck onga moxe, My brother once remembayed that father
had givan him e hatpenny for finding & swarm of bess 8o wa theea
all trundled ;nta tha shop once more. It tonk somp time %0 declde
how best to epend thin precious goin, and bolonging to my hxothse,
he had to maka ths dsgision. "Plsase can I have a Hap'oth of locust
boanas "Looust beana deax, ['11 just go and gea®, and off tha good

lady hobbled to the sturs voom oncs more. Back ehe cama carxzying
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& large bag full of losusy heans and broken wafers, what a.

feast!  Sho graciously took tha ha'penny end onee mers we said

"Thank you end Goodbye". The shop was the plece where sveryons

heard the news, birth marviages and deatha, private sohwersatiops,

confidences and scandal wers all exchenged in that little shop and

a8 wa grow older mother would ask us if we had haapd ahy News,

-~

but whila we waga young the gasaipe otopped talking as we antered
i

the shop,

On our arrival home mother would cheek tha shopping and divide

out ths twopenceeswquartex awests which were ourp waskly traat,

The next job wes te fetch the butter from tha fam Juat down

the hill. Ths lopsidad backet was wipad out, & clean plege of groasge-

proof papar linsd tha botiom, then in it was plocad o pis dish with

blue and white flowera on it and enversd with o whita ¢loth. WYe

would arrive at the Paym houso dooz having xzun down the hill past

the ldtile bridge over the ditch whero the perrivinkles graw = gnd

atill do graw - past the pond where the horgoa drank and the frogs

erockad at dusk; up the farm yard and through a gate which was

waighed down by & great atons with a hole in tha middle, through

L R o S s

which was passad a chain, Thas gate always fascinated ue as it

Sop TR

clanked shut without humsn aseistancs and sven the latch gsemed

%o have an unsesn hand %o heip it. 0On we walked up the gobbled

path to the back door. Hal? doors they wers opening top end bottom.

After a knock oz two the latch would fly u, and tha top half would open,
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"Helln my doors, cows inoide” i
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"Plaasn way we have a pound of buttsr,"and wo would stend by the doox while

the very yellow buttar on which was steoped a rabbit oz cod, wes plased

s

o
S
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in the pieedieh, thxz wiep of papar taken aut containing ens and sixpencn

and tha clath paplacad.

"Now ba you earaful an' dont foli down, Gosmdbys descs and thankye' ®,
and off wa wont with ocur lopeided basket, walking through the huttersupe with
the polien ysllow on our boota, and eniffing with ralish tha hesrings which
waere baing fried for tes, wondscing vhich half ws would gat.

On Saturdey evenings we had to muke sure our hoote « latex ahows -
wexg clean, black otecklngs froe from holea, halr apacielly curled, and

tha Collect for the followlng Sunday leaznsd by hooxt. Mother would aek

us to repite it vhich mads us fasl very smberrsauad,

0 Almighty and Everlasting Ood « = « « = =

Lhaptes 1\ = Sunday
Sundey wag alwoys a busy day, and on mciting ons. Wa would wake

to hear mother lighting the fiye with the black kettls hanglng on the honl
above, einging her favourite hyans. BHhe would be woaring her clothes kept
speciolly for ihe Sebbath - sghe esldom hsd new onoer, a clean Sunday ovarall
and & very Sunday lpok. The beef dumpling would have boen neda tha night
kafore from helfegecrown's worth of meat, and would alrzeady hs bodldng on
tha hob when wg camns down to breaskfaet. Thezs would be no housewwork dong,
and no eswlng or any kind of msnual laboux except porhapa ‘ths goraping of new

potatoss, as father would never dig them untll thay wexe nsadod.
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Sunday School was at 10 o'clock, the Rector snd his wlfa wors

Zrey

in charge of the oldar children and twn goodly souls took cars

R

af the youngatepn, vho were taught the children'as hymno and

APC R
R
e

tald Bible storiea, whils ths eldor ones had o resiis tha
Catechism from baginning to end, and of couxss the Collsct sach

+

Sunday, follawed by s questioning sossion on the Gospsl snd Epdstle of

the day,

At 10.45 v wet of f for the Church which waw at the top of

the Schoal Lane, for Morning Prayer. If old snough to ba in the
Cholr wa entersd the Lhurch by the side door, whaws we had te be
prgtty nippy s bate hod e hablt of hibeznating botwsen the tap
of the door and the stans work, and thore thay ﬁung upaide down
until we opened shs doox, and then "plop"., We passed through the
Kemp Chapel into a small eubicle where wa puk on our linsn capa
end capus, 9ir Kanneth and his Lady Henristta, whoas Pamily had
lived in Gissinyg sinco the 13th gentury, would atand Chuggh if
they wero in Pepidence &t Glasing Hall, TVha Lady alweys wors an
ankla langth drab brown deess with & very very small waist and leg
of mutton sleeves, very old fashioned sven in thoss days, hut shs
was a very basutiful lady. We falt honourad thak she should bas
eltting just behind us. He lined up behind our litile cuztaln,
and the nearsst one listensd for the Rector in tha boy's Vestxzy

to start the prayer but we nsver menaged to hear vhat he waid,
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Then ell came to 1ifa - The organ hlowar atoxtod to pusp,
the fisgtor®os . ifo stacted to play, swaying Trom pids to pide
an she did oo, in wo filsd and the aesvice bagan,

Dasrly belovud brathren - .}

We waro a medley choir, eoine with good vodses and aoma
with bad, but sll made & marsy nodsw. We could not undapstand
what averything moant, and one of my edsters in the Craad usad
to say "Vinegar of vinagar, Salt of salty’ inetaad of “Vary Sod
of Very God, Begotten not made". Howsver, wa praduslly undox-

atood moxs and mora and wepe thankful fux it.

The soxmons woxa long and teying, and oy youngotezs ue
spant oug time counting the number of hymna we knsw, and vaading
the poews which waywerd childron end grownups had weitisn in the
gpara pagea of tho Paaltex and Hymn Books,

I¢ this book should cave tp rowm
Box it*s saxa and send it homa.

Whila Shepheyda watched thseirp Ridney boana,
All boiling in the pot,

e lump of agot cems tumbling dawn

and epoiit the Llooming lot.
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Would somp good kind inventive parsan
An onlon maie to asll,

An ondon, with o onion taste
But with o vielet amsll.

Hany moze, moot boeutifully weitton, ontertainod wa dueing the

long twanty minutes sammon, then with o Jorl wo woze brought buck
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And now to God tha Father sevesee
Wa all said 'Amen', the orgen blowsr put avey hla cemic, and
otarted pumping like fury, the organ played and the final hymn
wao gung.'aa wo thought of oup cnminé dinnex, meat duspling ox
pee-agup and light dumplinga. Ue walked hama sn the graun %o
preasxve éur baots o shass, snd what lovsly sanlls grastsd us.
Wo faught in e frisndly way to clsan out the pBa soup saucopan
or acrepe the wsat dumpling cloth, without cutting 1%, Mother
with hex Sunday face would ask us tha toxt of tho agemon, snd
with any luck wa could xencmbor aomathing, having nanaged to
liaten for a fow minutas befors einking into "poatoy roading®

ar lesasr thoughts,

Aftox dinnex, off again to children's sexvies, s mile occh
way, where wa sang lovely hymns and zeesivsd ingtsuction fxom the
Reotor, who always sasmod to be cleering hie thzoat and sapatially
if ho was trﬁing to attrscl the attantion of & shild whose mind

had wandorsd on othex thinga.

Back homa for tea which wea elways voudy, wlth the smsll
of alicsd cucumber in the summsr snd tinnod salmon in the wintes,
We apread it thinly on the bread snd buttor and medo 1% lest,
and than mapped up the remsining vinsgar with bread and butter

until the platea vere shiny byight. The forke we had used wexe
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then pushsd ints the gavden to vamovn the smell and it slways

workerd,

At 6 ptoleck coma hail rain blow By anoW wa wers raady o
ptart off for Evensong., In the Summer thove Qauld be a straoam
of peopls u?nding theix way up the Hew Road to the Chuxeh; theas
good people, mootly widows, who ones in black naver 6ut out of
it, fxom a dietance reminded us of a column of Wlack beatlos,

We lovad the Evening Pealms snd Hymne, byt found it difficult to
8tay awake during the esznon, and snuggled together during the
winter to keep wamzm, os thsre was no heating in the Changel, but
down the aiale, the heat ceming from the gratlng was suffiqiﬁnt
to hurn tha soles off your boots. At Evencong we slways sang s
vexas of an evoning hymn which we called Vespers,

Gaviour hrsathe an evening Bleswing

Ere roposs our spivits enal,

My very favourita wae thisi

Thus may we mbide in undon

With gach other and the Loxd

And possges in sweet communion

Joye whigh saxth osnrnot effoxd,
After the choir had disxobsd sagh child was given a vexy small wall
worn tiokst, pratty littls things thay were with blzds and floviare
and a littls text pailnted on sach ona, This choir tigket wea worth

a ha'penny, and we gazatully tucked them into our gleuna and on arriva)

home put them away in a littlo tin hox. Once n yeax these tickets



On our way home from Chureh, and especially in the winter,
we boya and givla would all link arms and styetch tho whole width
of the road, end invoriahly ona or tha-ather at tha end of ths zaw
would ba walking with ona foot 4n the ditch. The poads wera
pitehy black, traes and high hedgea averywhera, and tha only
glimmaz ;f light was from the cracks in cloesd blinde. Round
tha Chapel garney we went, along the now goad to tha Paay Offige
corney, We would ofton catch up with s Faw men haailing for tha
Chaquere, and perchanco, noarly get sun oyer by a eycliat whoae
cuorbida lamp hed gone out. Wo turned 1sfi at the Post Office
cognaz, past the Bakers snd the Chequaran to sacort oug Fejanda
to the end of Chastnut Avenus whpra wan the gemekeepays cottaga

and Marlsrﬁ Fapm., Bagk again,_whila the owls haoted, and we

sang to kesp vurselven company, and having deliversd a fow mors
friends in the etrast, over tha asrch, peet the ferm whora wa bough
the huttex, up the hill; which was so dark and frightening in thg
wintar, and an bsautiful in the aumﬁax. Through thp blackness we
could ses the candls that mothew always pluced in the window, end
there wa wexe within agund of the daar old poplar traes and theirx

evar trembling lsaves.

We blinksed and syquinted es we opened the doox, after baing
out In the blagknsss of the night, Tho beat oil lamp way burning,

the one with ths largs pink globe with dragon flise on 1%,

ety
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Father would bo veading John Hull, and muthex wrdting lettexo
to her beloved sun and daughteso, the pan nib pezatching awvay au

with @ eigh sho theught of hex dsar oon in goms foreign land,

Ehzatex 12 - The Ssosam,
" dapupry, = Frbguary, = Hoxeh,

0id Mothexr Holl is plucking hor geses
Salling hox Yeathaxo a panny o plecs.

Tha besutiful, bsautiful snow « how meny hours we gat with oux
noaes presspd sgaimst the window pene, watching the flakss fall end
hoexing to see the diffarent elzes end ahapea az we had been Laught
at school. Mo alosp at night a8 we hoppad out of boed to ses how deap
it wam, and no rsat through the doy untdl we wers out in 1. Looking
like mummges with an old pulr of Fathor's socks ovew our hoota to
help kaop our foet dyy, a acarf croosad avar our chust and tled at
the back, and hunde tucked in slasves, ws seldom had Haoves. llata
pulled ovor uur ssxa so that we could hardly sea out of our ayes,
wa kicked tha snow, we rollad in it, wa thraw it ab sach othar,
our Joy was unbounded., Fox onva wa woxa smidous to ublige in running
any oxrand. QCould we go and moat tha pugtmnn? Did mothor wand nﬁy~
thing from the whop? Life wee oo boautiful with the xime front on
tha truen and thark gondnuoes we had a mile Yo walk to uchnol; The
pit had te bs tested mach moEning fox thieknaos of ica, we might be
wernad that 1t wue only duck toe whinh was white end wnasfe, When

4% wap bleck and clear than we knew it wes mll zight for sliding on,
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1% would he no btrouble to get us out of had on thoss
mornings, and with luck ws could munasge half on houz'o wliding
bafore guing to echool. Tha boys with their hobnail boota would
cut figures of elght and great whito condloe just to ahow off,
which the girle vazy much zasentad as wo thought it spoilt the
beauty cf‘the deo.  However, we wors careful not to say tuo
much on-the matter as thexe was a chanca of having a handful of
enov pusiad down our backe ox being sent flying out of control
the longth of the slide. A mpot exaiting time of tha yaar,

birthdeya tu come, thon there woa Gt.Valontinaa Day.

Dng yeay we Qara given a paxty by the local bekas. Thaoxe
was to be foncy dpsey for the childran with gamas and a toa.
All want mezxily until rafranhgﬁnt tiwa dwow nighs, The toblea
ward laid, with svaryons helping and gatting in the way, a-
fau af the pffiniala praseatded to the }ittlo xeom tu mako tho
lenonade and tea and to serva tho food. But, oh ealamity)
Somoone whispesed in the teechar's sar. Shs lookad axtramoly
distrasesd, clapped her hands and wiahad to make un announosnant.
Thexs was a hush, as 4F wsr had broken out. The dxwadad
announgensnt came, somsone had broken into the little xuom ang
atolen tha buns! We felt aa 4t tha bottom had Palien cub of the

world, &8 we always had luokad foxwasd to those spacial buns,

and apart from that, ee fay ae we knew ho ono aver stols anything
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kngoking aff a pheaagant, Hawsvar, we asurvived without them,

“f*
tho policeman was callad in oa ha xode round the pagiah on his B
bike, but it was nsver discoverad vho had taken thom, and aves
after, all windowa end doors wors pacursly fastenad whon theps vas :,ﬂ
food sbout, 1 rather doubt if ths offender ever wanted o ~i:-
face a bun agaln, it

s
s

The roads dried up after the anow and tha ralns and out camp auy
spinning tops, marblss, hoops, and aldpping ropas. Dur spinning
tope wers ususlly essoclated with the baginping of Le;m;,.F whan
nights wore lengthening, These tops had boen hiddsn away in a vesy
private cranny in the shed all through tha wintoer whece no one oles
would have thought of looklng, snd werxe juost as privately bruught
into the light for anather ﬁsuaup‘a anjoyment. Thezo erm tha topa
which we called jan jaze, theso wore s sovt of condeol ahape, but
& bit more chubby, and then there were the mushzoon shuped onss,
vach type had to heve a hobnail howmersd into the ehazp and, ne
doubt to glve 1t belence, snd then alluvsarkeady for action. We
dologcted a nice straight grasn stick frem tho hedge, cul o groove
about e holf inch from one oad, and then began o geatch for o
sultable piyows of string for the .wiip.Mither hod g nervellous siging
bag which had onue boan tho innar part of g foothall ond wep wlysys
burgting with pisces, buik we nover helpod ourselvos wuithout a confevence
boing callsid, as she was aush a wonderful mother fox sending parcels

af fruit to her childran, and naadad ovosy bit of atring thabt could bs
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used and so we often had to try elsewhaxa, A daar old man
from the village who pawveed by cur howe avexy day on hie thxsa
and a half wile walk to work would aften be aaked "Plesas
have Qnu got a pleca of gtring fni my tep?" and he would untia
the pioen which held hia cordunoye up undez tho knss and glve
it to us smilingly watching ms wo wound the atsing rzound the
top ready for the spin, Whirr! 1t went and crask went tha
whip and zushing along we caught it up end whipped 1t again

awsy dawn the hill and on tha way to school,

The gams of marblaes was guaranteed to weaxr the toes oyt
of any boots op shoss. We sach had a bag in vhich we kept these
precious coloured iyaamurss with a faw gless 'popa' whigh had
onca haan tha atoppesga in thraepenny pop hottles, and sn ally o
two, The alleya wore tha aristoorats of the marble family,

and if we could sport ons or twe of thess we weze very lepoxiant.

Theze wers many ways of playing marbles, hut the one which
auitad ue bast was relling ens aslong the gutter and then the
oppaaition had o Toll one sleo Yo txy end hit it and if thisl
weg donp, claim both mexbles. Our bage ware awiftly filled

oxr smptied, but being frianda we umyelly shared them out again.

An entsrpriaing boy at echool with en eys to businsge thought
of making marblss oyt of the clay from his pit, He moulded

end bhaked them hut sadly ss evon es thoy cams in gontact with
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aumathing a bit hayder they orecked and en snother diepppointe
mont for a prospsctive millionaize,

Hopps gova ue a tremendous uplift, ss wa ren along we folrt
wa wore flying. Seldom wos theyo a properly made ons to be had

end ao we used thoe bando of iron fzam woen out water tubs which

-

of vourge wara always bigyex at the vim an ons wids than tho

ather, hauaing tha hoop always to tend to tuzn the cozner or run
@ on the skew. However, that was a minor tzouble and we quickly

loeunt the gentle axt of kesping i} more or less etzeight, and

the opsad at which wa tzavellasd uns alwost unboliaveabla, end the

thing gatting out of contxol would fuzn the cornern and Jump
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the hedge., it all made Mdfe tha brightor and wo iived sn oup

AT

own imagination which was eo much botiox than having enusement

orgaenized for us,

Skipping ropos wore made of snything we could lay handa
ans  Wo found yinder atwing a Little too light but ware lucky
in picking up bite of rope which had fallen off mozkat vngang
ond a fow knota made no diffurence. We skipped eway with all

our varigus rhymee helping us along.

Gups and saucezs, ploten and dishes,
Hexe comme Sally with calico heeachas,

How meny atitches in her braschas

Onoy two, throe, POUL visesasseas
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Skipping gave us endloss pleamsurs which parzisd ug
on through the summer, but our footwsar had to bs considerad and so

1t was mostly left for nighta whan we could waar our eld shona.

Mith Lent came the extra church servicos. Starting with
Ash Wadneaday, the Sexvice of Commination which is now qulte

ignorad, Wa waded through all the "Cureed Ya's" end wore

¥

Fad

zemindad of what would happen if wa removed our "Haighbour's
landmark;, it didn't do ue any harm. The axtre Wedneaday night
$,. nexvicae we always snjoyaed, with a different praachear easch weok
and ae svery village had ite own rootory thers was planty nf
variaty, and the parsons would cycle from pariah {0 parish gquite
anjoying the change. (ne psreon wee an axcellsnt organist and wo
always lapked out for hie namo in the magazine as we knsw that an

that night after the sarvice there would be an organ racital.

0 Burding the latter part of Lent, on s Saturday, mothor took

us ta buy our new shoss for Easter Day, The monsy had been gaved
by paying into the shos club which w;a collsctad by the Ractoy
before Sunday Schoul onna a month, And o halforown interaat addod
to it at the end uf.the ysar. This wus a very bilg day for us.

Up at ths orack of dawn all bathed snd clsan = no holes in our
etockings. Mother would pasck sgg aandwichag, which ws ate hy

biss Here whon hunger eeized ua, OfF wa vprinted on aux fiva

mile wolk, which was our only means of getting thera., Mother

,s waa an excellent walker, und wo ceme bohind slanst at a gallop
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with no time to edmirs tha primzosss end vielets in the ditchaa,
Half way there mother would huy us sach e penny bar of chacolats,
and if ths fields ware dyy, wa would take tho fastpath whish helpad
to ghortsn the way, but we usually hgd to scramble through a ditch
or twa, and tha fantpaths vayy often xen over plaughed flelds, ao

it waa not all gailn.

bBn aur arrival at Dise wa walked on pevements what a luxuty =
lovaly level roads with tar on them, horame and cavts clip clopping
past, butchere end bakers garts, lovely smella of hakerys and
saddlera, ve gazed at tho shap windows and than had to run te cateh
up with mother, and eilently walked into ths church to have s littla
veat, after that down to the Mbre, to wvat our asandwiches and watch

ths watey-hena in the aweying vasda,

Then thse highlight af ths deay = the sxelitament of tha shas
shop! Thare we were all lined up on mesats snd mother asking ta uee
shoss or beots for the children. OFFf cama cur shoon, but oh herrors,
I ance woze a holas in one of my eteclings and how emberranard
mother wos, and how she apoleglesd to tho sasistant, and what a
criminal 1 falt, bet sfter a five mile walk what else could be
expected, Ouxr foat wera poked and prodded ae we tried on ths
strapped and buckled shoes, aur legs dangldng in the air, and
after much conslderation we wers all set up with s brand naw bhlack

undecneath, pair of foatwsar.
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Next ceme the visit to #iss Philpott, she was a tiny.

1it4le lady who kept a shop in Nicholas Styost, Two vaxzy amall
windown wora bungod full of‘avary nacugeity of 1life, and every-
thing hlgéladynpiggledy in tha window, There waxe awzots, pinnys,
shap lauap, akipping ropus, paucepans, kottles, pudding bawins,
¢lothes, spinning tops, agap, croskexy, cobtans, hebaxdaghasy

of ovexy kind = just nams it and Lt was there., and a child'e
graatant plessusre was to esk for oemething fxom undsx this uh-

believable mass, and lo snd bohold Migs Fhilpott would find it,

We then moved on to Aldedch 8 Bryant the higheclaas
grocers wlib the strung emsll of bscon and tea = mother had
known tha saslstents for many yaars, they wers gray hajrad and
extremoly polite, and we posred ovexr tha couniter watching tha

bacon cuttar alicing through hulf a pound of beat baok,

Then to eea Cousin Chorlis at the Coffua Tavarn « wyhora

woTa wyll gapked homely waels - ha waa alwaye so kind and
insisted that we should havo et lesst one eream hoxn which gava
ue great delight and ceused some blushing we we couldn'i plck up

tha lagt of thp delitious exumbs and couldn't bear to lasva them

on our platas,

Aftex this, with meny gendbyea; kisasa and hugs, ws started -
for homa - aach with great pride sapxying our footwaay packaga,

Our poor feet sched and we stuffed leaves inta our phoss to cool thom

AL




off, then took the loavas out to make room for our faot,

Wa gradually get slower and alower, and mother relieved us

of our packages, and oh ths joy as we tucned the last Chequozy
Lene bend and hit the atraight xoi  for homo, with tha thought
tha£ very eoon wg would h; teying on our twelve and elsvanpanny

shaos and then packing them avay until Easter Sunday,

.

Good Friday was a very solemn day far us, wa took the

@ Soaaona very esriously. Thara would of couran bd the Morning

_Soxvice but no chalr rches wera worn, they were probably anaking

e
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in the wash tub ready for Eastap Day. The flactox's wife would
be clad in purple with a vail, and there would b very littlo
Pusic excopt forx the hymna. "0 goms and mourn with me awhila®,
and "The Royel Hannora farwsed go", The fleetar would bs haard
an to endff and we wauld feel ths padnsss of tha oocasion, On tha
way homa from church the amell of hot croas buns would P11y tha
air ss we pagead by tha Dake office and homa to aome of motherts
oun making and a quick dinnex, ws had a vary busy afternoon
ahead, Dresased in our nld clothes, we sat forth with nur friend
the lepeidud baakst and ths childpen next door to pick primrosea
fox tha decoration of tha chureh on Eastar Sunday. Father would
ba in the gardsn more aftan than not, preparing the ground far ths
potato planting, the next door neighbour doing the ewna thing, end

we would heor the click of the wtonss on the opada and the sound

(O e S
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of rawdy laughter as we wended gur straddle loggad way along
the ditohes, alipping and eliding, getting abratehed and atung as
we atxetohed for the longest etalksd primrossa. We wandorsd ip

1

all tha fazners fields and no ona ever complained about it, wa l;cneu

all the gapa and wade use of thain, wa wers plaptured with mud unq
. i

1
¥ #

washed our footwessz in the ditchaen, and when we had Pilled our béér
ket « and hot bofore « did we atart for home. Hother would pick cuT

tha primroses one by one and tia them in bunches with black wool and

atand them in a bowl of seft water to frashen up For the morning.

Holy Ssturdey wue a vory exciting dey, for une thing eux bzothss
in the Navy would ba coming home on leave 1f ha wei in fngland, and
sleo we were going to help decorata the church, Sedting forthy with
ths childrzen next deer end our large basket of primzonsy, wa encitodly
Joined tha throng of decorators, We were allowed to do the windowaills
to our awn individual tants, omil thers we weze with groat lwaps of
moans full of wticks end inasotn, trails of ivy and Tharbasy" trying to
covax up.tha ptone wozk bafere laying the primroges in pattarns or
texta, Water wes aplashing as the childmen refillsd #ha haavy aluminium
paile from the well at the Sexton's houss = ws fall ovar msch ovther 4o

help and wara quite sorry to be told thors was no mors to be dana,.  Wa

trippad homa longlng for tow=morzow and wondesing if by any chance woe

wauld gut an Easater sgg.
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Eastor Gunday, and up wo wers with g whole boilad ogy
and camp coffee for hreakfost, The tima dragged as wa waited
to put on our new stockings end nhaoes, and "Was it godng to zalnn
At leat wa with the children noxt door would all bs teipping

down the zoad, stopping to polish our shoos oa wa went and hepdng

thay wuu;dn't stop squeaking, One of tha bullydng boys would
try to stanp an the toe, to "Christan thom® an ho vold e OF W
it envy?  and then Giseing Chursh pasked with daffodils and
primrosss, our clsan choir capa énd copsg, the thrill beyond
meaaura to hear the Rectox snnpunes the firat hymn “"Allsluial
Tha otrife is ator! " how wa mings And lutar the baautifyl
Anthem "Christ our Pemsover is seceificad for ua, therafare
let we keap tha Fuastl" Evazy minute of 1t wa loved, and how
happily did we make our way homa, pnliahing auy shoea on the
back of our stockingas, checking up an all tha naw thros énd
alevanpanny hats of tho cangragation ae thay hobbed along, wnd

wondaring what epacial thing wa would have for dinnaz.

A fortnight's holidey to como and the chonce to sazn &
littls monsy by stons picking, singling Loat or pulling dacka.
Tha atone pieking was tha moat enjoyablo but hord. We walked
up and down the fislde in a straight ldno cullecting most
conaclonclouasly svery stons that was big snough to pick yp

and when tha pall wan full, luggad it along to the sids of tha

. '.; 3 : —’.' ..TJ-- _.’_ 3{}
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Somatimes much to mothox's annoyant:e wa turned oux conpts back

to front thus wmaking a mezvellous epzon or mantle but the waight
of tho stonos made sueh a tsll tale bqlga that in the end we had
to zanort to the palls onco mera.  The pllas of stonaw graw  voxy
Qary alowly and the more we tippad them out of ths pail tha moxa
thay poesmed ¢t aink into the ground. liowsver wa hay auch happy
mnmajta out in the fields with larks for campany, and plsnty to
laugh about, and having coms to the end of a row wa wauld tie on
'tha'baauti?ul dark grasn gesss on the brow of the field, watch the
clouda skimning by, weating sux aching backs, und draaning of that

wondarful day tha schonl outing, a trlp to Ysxmouth,.

Vo wahld xun down tu tha fzam be 1t late st night to zopors
that we had finighed ths fiold aﬁd could hagdly weit for the day
to coma when the stores would bs shovellsd into a tusbeil and
cortad off tn rxupmix ¢ yond and we would ba given tho hendsame aum
of ¥ifteon shillings o tumbrdl load to be divided hotvasn four oz

five of ua,

Tha dock pulling waa;ﬁat 4o pleasent but vexy wewarding as
wo could saa where wo ha% boen. Walking up tha rows of young coxn
we would pull every dock. within vsight, Thoy grew et » tramendous rate
and somptimag the roots ?auld be 2 foot long undex—ground, end in the

dry weather the tops would brask off, but undaunted we acratchud and

acraped with stained and hliastexed hands until we could gat e geip

_
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and then ona child behind the othar would pul) end out came

thy doclt with the conquorsxa landing ons on top of tha other

in & hesp of merzimgnt., Tho clods bacaus more end mora hoavy on
our feet but we plodded on untdl dusk, and as the eoxn grew eo
did our pride as thers wua not edngls douk to be sesn., The
pay waa sbout Tivo shillinga an acya but it kept us out of
miachiof and whan our work had finished than the frolicing bagan

when we pushed mach other into ditches playing "I'm the king of

SRR
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" the castle, and you'rs tho datty ow vascel", nothing metterad

RTINS

we had our old clothea on. We watchod with grest interoot ths
fislde and could slmost toll what was dus ko bo gsown in them

and knaw that ss the epasons cema round all would be sgmplod by

Ul

Sheatax 13, = . Apzd).May and Jung

"Winter has gono ond the Springiime is heve
Whiopexing gently tn the tall txees
Hude are unfolding to grast tha glad tima

and laavas bending to ths hreeze®.

Law Sunday wa found rather depressing, the flowsrs in the

chureh lookad very wuch thd woras for weer and we felt that

Fontor wes ovar for anothel your. Un the Mondsy the Yoxton and
|

: - i

his wifs would barrow out -ull the moen ond flowars, pack awsy
i

ell the Virol and potiod ?nat Jara, put the honssty back in ite

nicha in thae Kemp Chapol ;f‘or anothar yoar and swaap and scrub tho
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church flaor, thay might hava bash pald an extrs ahilliné or tvo

for this, We know whers the flowera were thrown and acratchad abaut

finding thoos léaly to luat a day or two langos to nut An & cocos

tin and keep in ous private little pl v housas et hona,

The coyntsy was naver dull for long, Apzil goon pavand and

Hay Day woa upan uy,

.

Dmall thinga gave us such happineue and ye

luokad forward with graat properations to this day. Dur villags

esrpantss made a baautiful Maypols, sll etedpsd it wag - for

thirty shillings, which wa kept in tha curnax of the big suom.

$treomars of horoe braid of all colouy

& hurg from bun revolving disca

e g
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at the top of the pale, and at the bottom vuora two thick criase

crogsed places of wand on which children sat to kaep it steady,
Many houro wexe wpent in tha practleing of tha Maypola wnd

countzy dancing as the mothers would bs invitad to come and watch

their affapring, and great woe the disasppointment 4f & mum aaig

she could not cams,

The day devmed at last, and sftex prayers and o hymn voluntours

woere called to corry out tho Haypple o the achool nmoadow, "Pleans

Mios! Plonas Miae! * thimby any fingars would he clicked to dyaw

e ———
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attentlon to the taachor, and thosa who could not elick their fingers
would ntend on tipetos or got an top of the foxm. This irzagulay

ey
bt

bahaviour wes overloaked on such ocoasions as it was sll wosnt wall

and four hefty boys were chosen to do tha job,
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The Maypole was seized willy nilly, tulstsd end tuznad
in all dirsctions, perilously pointing at the vindew, gwezving

xaund, knocking a geranium off the ledge, until at last 1t wos

heading in the right divection, The boys maxthaed through the

dooxr as 1f with a hattoring ram only to gtop with e dead jerk
as the bottom supperts gtuck in tha doorwey, With much shuffling

and backing and inntructiona from tha toacher and others "Boyn

do bs careful" "lor its on ny toel *

"LiFt it up you great

fula", aftexr much manouvering it was at last razleased and on iie

way to the masdow, & clean and fairly lsval patch chosan, the

maypols reered up and held inty fita place with atonas.

Then ceme the time fur the plano to be moved, this was a

major npegation as tha piaho wes heavy, and ona lag liahia to give

out at any minuts. About uighf boys were chouan, snd those stal-

warta heaved pushed and pulled, Crenk, Groan, Wham! went the

' piano vhile the mistrass leoked ofi full of anxdaty, “Hoya

ba caraful of that leg", "Dont push so haxd Fredi" "De cagnful

of tha atap" "Git off my tos ye fula" “Woll how wan ! to knaw

yeur tue was there”, and with much awnating and blawing the boyu

would at last have the inatrumant thraugh the doox, scrosa the

lampy playground, through tha wickot Qate and into the meadow at

a raascnhable distance fium the maypole,

But txoopad the childzsn full of life and happinoes longing
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: giatie to ehow off in front of thoir mothers, A Hay Guaen had beaen chozan
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by vote, and dresssd in vhite with hexr hair prattily curlad she cams
foruned to by cxownad and than took up hex positsiun under tha maypole,
Tha Maypola dencera txippad aleng to tska up theix positions,
the piano atru;k up a vergy loud chord, "Réady Childzan?"

Ona, twa, three four.

Gae 'the day the welcoms day is dawndng
Cloudless the sky this heppy mayday morning

Waka now woka! the group you must ba Jnining

Dut on the gresn to dancs this bright mayday.

and there was nothing, no nathing that €ould make country children

happiaxr than to be dancing and singing arangst the buttercups end daisiong.,
Having finiched the gong the dancers wachh  snized a breld with much

changing over and whispaxing, "You'zs gut my braig" "Thesa twinted"

"You'ra in the wrong place" At last ell wag atll) and waiting for the

c¢hoxd and off ths children trippod, weeving their way in and out, tha

teacher's face xed with enxdety aa over the top of tho plend she watshod

a amall muddle growing inio a big onu. At the cheanga of nueic we gg-

vareed and with luck and ingenuity dieantanglad ourselves and dancing

as lightly as boots and shosa would allow, srvived at the ond in falxly

goad ehape,

Than perheps snother song « thers wera B0 wmany tn chooss from -

"I lova to roam in the moxning when all is emiles avound®, Mpyg

country dancing, Jenny fluckpears, Ggtharing Peascods, Shepherda hay,

Sallengere round ~ well we could have gone on for avar, iifa was so full

of joy. Many remorke wexre passod by the proud pevents.
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"l pever knew John could dance eo" "Didnt she du har part viell®

#faps 1ittls ow! aowl", and aftar all tha applaues vio vekd traated o

a scramble fur swoets all emonsi the grass and witn luck wa all managad

ta find a faw,

On theasa glozlous May avenings our happinaas ran away with us.

Hlaving done our vayious jobs we would all go out to play on tha

-~
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common, whers we plcked armfulls of shosps parslay and buttozoups,

and with an old pisce of curtain a child wae tronaformed into e bridae,

and a bridegraom choasn. Tha outline of thu chuzeh had basn mado

with stonea Prum tha Depwnde atone heap, tins fudl of flowers atood

everywhers, a child took up her poaition et & box as an imaginary

organ, and with tho stzains of "Hexe comos tha bride" ths procession

began, met by the paracn who cenducted the gocvics with graat

wolemnity. .Doing wambazs of the choir we knew the proceduxe, end

@ the wadding went off without a hiteh,  Tho congragation corzied

branches of may and ohook tha blossom over the happy couple, and

baautiful it was to ees these lovely white potals folling as tho pale

movad on up tha common to another litile stong-made houso whers wase

il

to be the geceptlon. Our pavents would etand at a distence end ik

the pracesdings, thoroughly snjoying thy entertainment « and then 1t

van tims fox bod.

And then st tha end of May, Ascension Dey, the day whon we had

@ holiday fxom school. It was quite an undarstood thing that the Hactoz

and tha Headnletresa did not agres on this Holy Day halng taken as a




heliday, but thers was ne vutward sign of the disagraemsnt and it

was naver mentionad,

Wo woke up all exeiied, "Mother what shall we waar” ‘Fathaer

is 1t going to rain?" Miell vou'd better tuks your coats" “Oh blawl

but at half pagt nina off wa van to be Ln tima for tha 10 o'clack
aervica in church, Thos hyons were 20 full of Joyfulnesa., “Saa
tha Canq;;rnr mounts in triumph", "Thou axt gons up on high, to
mansions in the sky", My fathar once romazked that if asvary ong
had a monddon in the aky, who was going to do the cleaniny?!

We had & short address but wexe all on ths fidgat for tho naxt

move. After the Blessing and ths Rector hed diaxobed, wa followad

him in proceseion to ths ractory, many of us carzying branchas of

Iilac supplied by ons of the fapmer's sone. Thera was much bleating
as wa imitated the shpphexd snd his ahoap, snd wa callad to dohn
Coiman, "The Hexmit" as we Passed by his 1ittla smoks fillsd hut,
Uncla Goorge the cobbler, all twanty atons of him would ba stande
ing at his gete as we turned tha eoxnsr into the rectory garden,
Tha lewns ware emooth as volvet surraundsd by bade of flowears -
tesmoe of evary kind wore.there for our usa, planty of balls and

skipping ropes, dolls snd e doll's pram, tiny whesl barrvowa, battlg-

dows end shuttlacock, and & tepnis court wae at our dispesal sll

marked out but nons of us dared to put & foot on 1t. The gaxden

was alive with children, snd we nade snoxmous clrcles se we playad

e (i
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"Nute 'n May, Sir Roger is desd, Poor Mary elte a wa8ping, The
farmera in his den", What a luwmury and honpur whan the Raotoxr's wife
Joinad ws with har cool handa holding our horribly sticky onea.

The tims fleow and all tan quickly the bell moundad which moant

that time had coms to go home. We sedd a prayax, gave thraa chasras
for the R;ctor and in single fila eollectad & gift of en oranga,

@ little' pink bag of hazalnut creams and a bun which we hungrily

ate. The reat of the day opart Prom Evensang was our own.

The Sunday affer Ascanaion lay wae to ue a lovaly day, with
tha apecial hymn, A and M, Na.506, "Know ye tha Lovd hath bourna
away your master from your head to-day" Thees two lines weras sung
by the Rector and the logal bullder, and than ths semaindesr of the
choir Joinad in.

Yoa we know 1%, yet wa roiss
Bonge of thapkfulness and praiss
He ia goma but not before
all his sazthly woxk ia o'er.
Allaluia.
and wa were very joyful and thies joy never left ua.

Only a waok to Whit Yunday. The frilly whits fresess had %o
ke fished out of the clothas box, tucks let down, lace lrened. ina
emall of lavender fillsd tha sir. Patticoate were let down to
corgespond with the length of the Prock. Hata with wive in ths beim

wera gireightened out, linings exemined and elmstic rgpairad, and

new flowers aderned the crown. Straw hate for ths alder onsa with

atreemers down the back, when cutgrown wers handad down to tha



younges memboxs of the funily, and when they started getting a

poke in tha top wera tsken on for school,

Wall, we know that the Holy Ghoat c&ing down on Whit-~Sunday,
not guite sure what it meant, but it wos a apucial cccasion, and
aff wae tripped all in whitas to sing with great joy.

COME HOLY GHOST

Chapter 14 =
Swpat notgs fxom blackbicd, thrush, and wean

The swallows dart thzough sky
and thaequirrel chisping by his den

the wild bae humming by.

0 ¥ love to roam in the mesning when all is emilas around,
Summer was heze, and no costs to carey to school, thin ginghem drposses
and ahowes inateed of baoota. Tha martins bullding undsr the euvea,
ol
tha swallowe in the Straat, the cuckao in ths plantexn = oll help to
make life dally more exciting. Tho Fizst wild zoss vwould have to he
takén to aechool, the first robina pin cushion, cuckuo flowers, bull

daisien, shiver grass, all wilted in auy hot handa as ws zan to

achegl where jar uvpon jax lined the window silla,

Our haad mietress would hava shad her wintes voar, including
knitted deawera with a fril) below tha knea, weo knew she wore thon
bacauss we knitted them. The woaollen Jumpux with the pockets
stretchad a}maat to hex kness with the woight of chalks, vcisaors,
cottons, confisceted swapts, would ha gxchanged for a most boautifully

crochetad artifieclal ailk jumpez which would oulng as ohe walked and



of the material, until 4t was far far below hor hehind, The
knittad woollen stockings which had been so aften re<heelad and
re-fuutsd_hy ug were put awsy in moth balls, end out game the
aganed artificial silk varisty sleo mads by the children as thoy
rese to standards six and ssvan,

Well, now wee the tims to think about our enntal schogl
auting to the ssaw~sidz. There wars only two sea-aldes as fax as
we knaw « Yarmouth and Lowsstoft. Wall, the first thing to do
wae to fin the date, We would sll ba assanbled in the big xoom
for the announcement ta be made, and the atmosphers of expitement
was tremendous, quits unbolisvable in thesa days of oo many
luxuriss. Whers would we like to gn? 1t was our spocial day and
89 we had the choice. "Ploase Mims, Yammauth" ™.owestoft Pleasa Misa"
"Dont be sorft wa went thare laast year an' thasa all pebblas at
Loweatoft", "Yaxmouth, Yarmouth, thase where they'va got Noaohs
Ark and the Ghost Train"  "Wall Lowsstoft's hest for Hoalwoxrtha?,

Aa the ahouting besame unbaarsble tha tanchar called us to oxrder.
"Now childzen put up your hande those who would lika to go to
Yarnouth" and more often than not Yamauth it wag. The naxk
doclsdon = bua or train « and of? we want again, "Pleasses Mipss Hys"
"Train Misa" BUS BUS TRAIN = the teachey gzew reddez in tha faco as
ghe tried to soxt things cut, At last all waR nora ox lesa setilad,

and noten wers aont to tho parants informing them of date, time,

place and fazs.
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Baing one of tha highlights of tha yeax, we thought and
opoke of very littla elas, we lay on tha gommon all awongst the

buttercups with the grzeat cart horees munching at the graas near

by, and our knees up in the air; gazing at the bluas oky and

thinking the day would never coms, Hothser wes already wondeving

.

L vhat we should wasr, as our Sunday clothes must not be apollt, the

aswing mechine worked overtime tuzning out little cotton drossas

and bloomers to match so that we eould with modesty paddlas and
®

nat get our elothses wet, Penniss wers cantinually being countad,

and amounte of money comparad with that of othaer childron, Thers

wag the maney laft over from ouw werk in the fields, a few ha'penniay

that we had sarnad from father. Half-a=gxowun that Cousin Georys

had given us for cleaning his shees, a threspenny bit fxom our
birthday, all helped to swell ths funde and we gauntad it almont

doily, We aach had a litiln bag %o hold oux meney, s handikezchia?

and any bits of shapping.

Bawnad tha day, snd as soon g it was light, we wexe snquiring

of father ths state of the waathar, and more often than not, having

congulted hie glame the enawar would bs "Thass a tannin' warm¥, We

could almost tell the time by tha roaks flying to wark and knaw that

wo would soon be on the way., If by bus we would congregets at the

church, Tha Rector would ba thapa to see us off with s prayer snd

"Now svery movning is tho lavse", and xight on tha dot from Norwich

cama the coachas = The tops would be opened and in we acvamblad,



62,

Off we spad all along ths country raada with the dust flying

behind us, We waved and chesred and sang through every villags,

and felt we wera the mosi impoxtsnt peopla in the world, to hava

a eoach specially provided for ue. Handkerchisfa flappad and hate blaw off,

ane or two ehildren falt sick, some wore hoing elepped for not

hahaving, but taken on the whole it wes & most exciting tima.

m - The trip by trein seemad $o bring moxs excitement, first

thare was the prablem of getting to Tivetehall station and thia

was golvad by a kind fesmar who offered the use nf his hozsas and

wagons.

Wo of gouxse would be walting at the daor with ayas and ears

at the ready, wetoching snd waiting for ths sound snd gight of thoss

daar hareun all decked with brasses and bualda pulling up the hill

the wagona full of childyen and pavants. At last they waza poming =

the first two would pass the gata, ths thizd would como to & halt.
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Mather had boan up vexy gayly cutting egg asndwiches with planty

i N
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of walt and pappar and ! can amell them to this day, and thers she

atood with her Yarmoqth bag and clustexsd sxound her the childyan

S e i S

trembling with excitemant. "Have you got evoxything’? "Havg

you baan down the yard?" Waoll wa had, and while thir converastion

was going on the famnsr waa ledting doun the eteps for the grounw

ups to climb into the wagen = ths childrsn proferred to ba liftad

ovar the sida when they immedistely staried looking fox horsa-besns
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which might have slippad into the uracks durdny tha pravious hagvest,
The stapa ware pullsd up, the back of ths wag'  hitched up ond chedned,
43 waved handkerchinfs wnd fother aaiq he would have the kittla

Aiin' vhen we ceme home, Vith a "git up there Charlic" off we

staxtad with mors chouzs and felt that the doar horsus know exactly

whare thny wEre gaing,

The threa snd & half mils Journey brought ue to Tivetwhall
Statdon which wae than an axtremely busy junotion, On sxxlvoel we
weTe cauntad gnoe mare, thers was naver any suraty that ona or twg
might have fallen of? tilm wagon, and then we all czowdad on to the
Hranch Line platfoim, Doad on tima the trein from Bungoy would dra&
in, gettle in the siding snd walt for the train to Noxwich, Poxtaxs

wera pushing barxows loaded with newepaporn, fish, racing g%gggﬁn;
Engings wera hiaping, gnoﬁa traina shunting = thaxs was such a lot
tc pas. In ceme the Worwich traiﬁ and out come tha Statian Mastox,
"Tivetsholl Junction Changs hers for the Pulhama, Harleaton, Eezshan,
Bungay end Becclas, all stations to Yammouth. Chango at Dascles

for Loweatott, Vavenay Vallgy, all stations to Yaswouth, huxzy
along plsase”. Ve werg alraady in, tho doors would bs leckad end
there we weze psaring out of tho windows ws we atnamad on to

Ya:‘muuth.

Than cama the "Mothar I'm hungey" "You cant ba you'va only

Juet had your breskfast,” but tho thought of theaw agy eandwichon
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wag almost mora than we could beax. Howaver, our minds waro

quickly ogcuplad by othay eubjecta, the wondspful BCRNBEY,

thers wae 80 much ta sea. The fi=lda full of popplies, whigh

yoar after year we remembeyed to Look for, the cows in tha fields,

tha valley, ths lovaly grean graes, the claax wataerp running alang

the hocks, Laaning an the windowe, catching all ths smuts wa

countud the windmilla "Coo theres anothor" “How many i that7n

"Did you mes that ons?""Mathar, wa'vs counted fiftean", "Gig

your hid out of the way I fant esa" “Charlis eald he foaln sick®

"Thexas anathoz windmill, thats twenty". We know exautly how many

atations and at leet tha train bagan to slaw down and we fillaed

the corridors as the poxrter walked along unlocking the carmage

doors and wa all tumbled out anto the platform!

Mathexrs looked anxiously to meka surs that theis affapring

wara in ons plece. We aduply could not contaln oursglvaa, the empll

of the asa, of Mloatzea and czaba, the spadss and bucketa,

tha sun hats, {te creom cartal and the tizat glimae of tho gag.

"Coo, ien't that lovely, avs you comin' in? "Mathor will vauy

hold my bay?" "Now dont you git cowd ghildren” fwhot tims ig

dinnex?" There'n Tonies icewgream cavt, can we havs a ha'penny

cornset?  P0h thie wataer's vowd, don't keap aesplaghin', *

"What hava you got for dinnaer?" Ch how wonderful to paddie with

the milea of golden sandy we want up to our kness but that wap

high usnough, One yesr on elder sister thought we ought to go
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vight in and wo whe hired bathing soatwiss ot sixpence a tima, end
took us to the bathing hut. Ve re~appeaxrad lacking like nothing

. on earth in those navy hlue garuments, four timas too hig. tThe

dlov nmckaAdrnpad dowr tu pur middlss. The logs sbout aight inchas

lang went tar below tha knzs and wa atond thara 1ike four waxworka
never having besn eu much on view befage. Wo antgtad the watox
and ¢ama out, we wure gent back again and I atevtsd to shiver

and dudder as ! stoad in that cold wat bithing suit, net knowing
how to got mysalf waxm. I shivered like a navly tuznnd out pork-
chesse with a mass uf gooss flush, and the only thing my piuter
Gould do was to wrap mo in o towsl, Tha aun wag kind but etill

1 duddexad, and es far e 1 tan ronembaz continuad to do ge for tha

rant of tha day,

Tha mothers wers slusys contented o stay an the baach,
chinfly bscause thoy had little manvy to apsidl, but aftez we had
all hungfily aatsn our @gg sandwiches with thaixr eprinkling of
sand, we all wet forth for ths Amugominent Pavic, thers fop
threopencs to be tercifisd on the Ghoat train, whizzed up and
down on the Scenig Reilwsy, shaken to death on the Naah's Azk,
and thoxoughly emberzsssad with oug clothes blowing aver uuy heads

at the exit ~ vhat a bargain = all fox theaepsnce @ tdwes  Yhan

to Woolworthe whore wa ataxaed in anazemeant at all ths things which

A A

could be bought for eixpense and ender. Hoodon acooterxa, sixponcs each
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pisce, o whole seooter far a shilliny, Tespoin sdnponica, lide

threspance, gigentic aticks of rock threspencs, and glorious ice-

Criasngs Woll it was timo o tsks o last Fond lagk at the sea, end

thon @at off to fing the rent of tha hezd usniding thede way to tho

atation,

What a wondesPul day it had besn ond how aadly wa laft it

. all bohind, 7¥izad and irpitabla wa boarded the train, balloung

o

uf svory eheps and aize wo shoved through the tarzlagas doors, ungumoun

dollu wan at ths fun=faiw, shzdmping nots, Yaxge eticks of ook,

'6 ompty puseeal  Yermouth blosters.

Wo had to be covaful of pusr tichaviour on tha way home, as

Avekyona wae a bit touchy end slaps woxe plantivul. "You weit t4ly

you gat hono Hadam®

maant that mothee had hed encigh, and woa batide

us 4f va put & font out of place after thot., Ws jeanod an the

windows so ths train drew out of Southtown Statlon and waved to tho

@ portexs with grubby handkerchiofa, but of couzsay thova waa atill a

lovaly train Journcy end o wagon rido to gome, Fother and the next

doox nedghbour would be wedting an ths xoed ta undoad ue, tha ketdla

ﬁ?,.‘. o
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koiling, with luck, and after tulling all the ovants of ¢ha day wo ggi%’
ladly went g bad, %

Ehapsas A3 = Judy Auouat _ond Sentenbay

And than tha harveat holideys = only olx fiva fous theae two

onea mors day, and then we brask upe On tho laet day it hocomo a

ritual that wa should have a good tidy up 4n a1l the cupboossda, snd we

Joyfully busied ouxsmlves sozrting out books, tidying up tha Bowing box



acxubbing the desks snd clasning out the ink-wella, It wap an
uncentrollabla dey when wa couldn't getile and so we sany harvaest
songs and did quite a lat of country dancing, the day endlng with
a acpamble for awoots which wogs supplied by tha shopeknspax.
Yhe oldar childpen etood at one ond of tho playgraund and tha little
ones by thomgelves so that everyone had a fair chanco of pigking up
a favi,  Aftoxr the tsachprs had wishod us & happy hollday, we voplying
"Thankya Miae'und ths wame to you". Wa gave thras chesra euld
"Gpadbye" and off we trippad up tho lane, when well out of earehot
we chanted, "Na mora lessons, no mopa books, no mowe tpachers ugly
lovka". It wao not trua becauss ws lovad ourp toachers, but ather
childzen had sung it before us and eo the tredition must s waintninad,
In tha evoning as we sat un the fiald gate mending ougr Achunl atocke
ings wo wera on the lealk out for the iittle Austin Spven as it
climbad tha -hill with e suit case etzapped to ths top, taking away
the youngast teachey %o hor homs in anothep part of Noxfolk. A wave
and a chess und the holidaya had raslly bagun.
Tha fizet few weeka we spent in sntdeipation of the raal
horvest. We played on the enmmon, we plekud tha sushea end with a vazy
small stick pushad out the pith and wads little flowera by fulding it
ovey and tielng to twlgs and most affectiva thay wawe. Wo wade butchaye
basketa fyom gresoes ond plaited cata tails gramsen ond made them
into trees, Vo pushed eech other down tha yratsy slepe into which

wa callgd ths hollow place and mude swinge on the hornbusn traes.
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Dncasionully 8 fandly of gipaies with 4 buautlfully ornaty

Garavan would psao through the villuge, the 1ittle shildron wearing

no shoae, but bedeckad with Bav=2ings and bracelstp of gald

8ovaraigna, Wa waxe rather noevaus of ‘them and psered é; 8 dlatance
- 3

‘-\'.

ap thoy callod at pach houss aslling clethas Pego and frightsning the

]

i

life aut of peapla of the village wha had ¥afuned to buy anys A

small dog ayéaya walked under the Gaxavan, nuver oppaoring to mova fron

its placa, hut PrROvVing no doubt g useful animal if thara wes f

i

xahbit ox haxe to bas poached,

Yo apant houra in tha lahes, tha Dagk Lane, the Narzou Lang,

Slaugh Lana, Wagh Lans, sach hed thais oun diffex‘ai‘a‘\&_gharactura.

Wa burrowed thzough tha long grana, mada lovaly bowazs butwsan tha

buahaa. Wa know whera to igak for hos ozchida and whara o find &

water hon'a neat,

.Tha boys had their gwn paxticuler geme « Red Indisng and

fortunats wa cansidarud Guroslves 47 wa, tha girla, wera invitad to

boe Squawia. Purfact shaped wigwans vere nade with lony polns deaped

7

Soaas

S

with sachs,

there was never & shortage of tham, and a faw

)
chickens 4

feathoxs poking out of tha top.  Thae Dreves buily fires of atonag

and bricks and the Squewa found old tina and mads thenselvos bugy
&uokdng the mesls which tonaistoed oply of boiled watez, vhile the

Braven ammed with homa medo bows and 4 cncoa tin of home wmadg L g o T

hanging ¥rom the waiet set fozxth to do & day's hunti@g. Their oim

e
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was extremely good with theas homs-mads Heapons, but wa saw

no aign of anything to coock and ware contant to have g fgu huta

or blackborrisas, and of courae & good Squaw nevoy complained,

SRy

¥o otuck to the rules ang only mat down when the Braves had

[

finiehed eating and wars playing tunes on thoir hame mads whigtlga

L9 and tin dzyms,

Only ane child in the villags had & bioycls when we weze

@ yaung, end so the anily thing we could do was 0 mako ouy awn,

We sat straddle legged over a gats, ons boahind the othar, sach

halding & bent etick foz handlebara,

Wa slung a piece of bindsy

atring over the gata and tird one end to anch foot, Gaily did

W8 sea~paw one foot then the other in undaon and many a hoppy

hour did we apend peddling sway on ouy bieycle made for fiys, Thae

hindar;tring wore out and off we went to Baak frash sinployment .

. We did anjoy a birvds funaral and grsat cece was taken,

A praper sizad hols was pokad aut of the comnon with a etick, The

1ittls body placed in g tin and lowsrad into the hale = 4shag

to ashea ~ dupt to dust,

Tha hola wasp fillsd in ond a littloe

. mound made, then we cut a tupf,

Wo knaw how g de this as we had

80 often watched the saxton helping himsel? from the cOmmon,

neat zolla just like grean wwisa xolls thay were, all tha aana

wize. Oura was not sg gond as we had no toolg but we shovolled

what we could with our handa and cerried it gantly o cover tha little

" 3 £
7 FLAAY pERkh ok -y
PELEEEy S B



mound, ¥Wa solemniy ladd down our littla bunches of tiny Plowses

wa had aasn 1t al) duna at Chuxeh = and then tha epitaph,

Ons | ramambu;:

"Benaath this grave there listh at rast
little enck xobin of all bizdn the hast"

My brother who waa hums on holiday edded to my disguat.

"And Spicky Sparzow who coubdn't whasl a harzow
His bonae wexrs too nazxow!,

Wa played shops in tha ditchas, the long grass ws used ag

alaatie and ribbon, bundles of aticke wara sold fox bicocma, evary thing

hed a uae and many a happy hour did we apend in bawtering, Wa postad

lgtters ta ths children noxt doox placing then in a crack in an sldag

atump which formed part of the hedge dividing the twe gezrdena, and then

raturnad letsr for an answer, Ve had'partise' in our Litila gecsot

housa with a bant cocpa tin as a teawpot, and onca on a xrars ooconion

wa tucked a few licquorice elloorts away to uee as sendwichas but mush

to pur disgust ¢wo of tha younger boys found them and that put et end

to our iitile tea party. Ua had weny s aquasbbls and fight but it was

all vaxy eooh faxgotian.

Children sra alvaya bungzy, and we wero no axcaption, and aa the

pluma end epplon ripenad we lookad longingly at the trsss snd a8 wo waga

not allowsd to take tha fruit we had to hope fox o high wind, One Vaur

we mote up a little aong which stood ugs in good etsad,

"Pleasa Miptax Wind, blow an apple doun

Juet blow an apple down, blaw an apple down®,



Tt

As wo chanted awsy so wo locked and hopad for miveclas and

somatimaa ane would fall or we would dimcover a few averlaocked befoxs

in tho long grass, After a windy night thezs would bs such a zush

’

to ba firat an%/draaaad and down we scampsrad to the bsst tres to
!

f
pick up the raay ghiny applea which panpad at un us it saying

"Hexe I em", We packsd us many as we could into oux laps and then

'glidlng'paa£ the back door headed for the hay stack, whersin diffavont

cavi@iaa wa hid the delicious fruit, farvently hoping that father

v
.

wuyid ot chooes to faed the pony from that particular bit of etuck,

]

/
';ﬁy brother end tha boy next door had a get of pram whpele to which

‘

'ﬁ tﬁay tied a Ploh bax, and having alicad spplee and spresd tha

aumammpMMtMymmwhdmpwhmuMkupmd@m

thea xoad, ahnut@ng "lce crosma and thay srs loverly" HNeadless to

'

say they did nqi:t soll many but it was all tremsndous fun snd whan
-

the waspa hagun to congragate they ditched the lot and thaught

of anmathinq alee to do, Thome old ppam whesela peovided us with

sndleaafplaanurn. thay took ua fuy rides, parrisd homs hugwesd fox

/
tha pabbita, collested wood, horse=much and molen muck for ths gsedan,
t

hay, ?iﬂsa for the chickens, and the funniset thing wee to ba puahad
;

nvazfthalnubbly comacn and then to be pent sliding down a grassy

alupa¥into the dxy pit whers the lizazds ran end ths forgstmenuts

quau, idust killing tims we wars until the harvest shauld begin,

Alwaya bupqry we sought for food. Those beautiful horae heans, 1

can atill smell them, from the time thay flawezud until they turned




black. Greenish black thoy wara at thoir baet, o slitherad

into the fieldu, filling our leps leaving Just a faw un 8 stalk

and balng oareful not 4o trample than down. We elimbad one

of & row of willow traas, bunking aach nthax'up and ths laat

ena would be hauled up by the ozms having a pretty rough time,

Bna of these trees was very spacial it had e hollow sentre

.

and was ahapad like an opan umbralla upaide down, Thaxs woa

@ Planty of soom for six childran to poxch batwesn the branches,

theix lege dangling in the hollow plase and the foast bagan.

The rate at which we ate thosg boeans would have besatan any

marathon, huske flew in all dirvectionn and whan wa héd had oux

fill we elambarad down the tree moved on %o anothor flald end

started on ths glorious pazs of wheet, Ve rubbed the sars in

our hands sa ws pat on thy gate and blew away the huska anidl

threw into our mouths the handful of graing,

Tha ground would

be gtrewn with tha enpty huska and oara, snd ons day a very

old famner walking with noss end knzes togather camp up to usg,

lnokad round, and mumbled "Thexs ha' bln a Tare lot o' ow

Sperrera round heye",

"All among the bazlpy, who would not bg blyths,

When the fzea ang happy barley is umiling on tha soytha,

After what saemad an atornity tho hazvast *eally did look like

beginning = well 5o wa thought, Flzet tha bindey wauld ba heaxd

to come miuoaking up the xoad, sattilng and groaning e it wag

o
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being pulled up tha hill by two hosase with meny a "aubby

" wesghl " and "Ges up", it was manouverad through tha fleld

gata, This was only a preluda, as for the next weak og By the

farmer would be lying upder the bindar {epping, elling, screwing

and unaerswing, grunting and awoaring until wae thought “will

-

hs navar start”. But at laat mgee premiedng signe. Two men

L3

wame along with ecythes Blung over their shouldern, tho bladas

@ wrappad in sacking and podnting downwarda. Dyizassd in their

etripad shirts with a rad spotted handkerchis? tisd round theig

necks, covduxay troyssrg tied under the knae, hobnail buots

ahd shebby old sweat stalnad stravw hats, thay ware xraady fox

anything, The seyths was etrippad of its macking, the hong

produced from a helt gtrappad round the waist, tha man gpat on

their hends and procesded to sharpon, "Shirysh - ghurpaht,

ahizrah = phuxrahl " and heving zun the thumb up end down

the blade the hons wee put evay and all was ready fax action,

The men etzaightened their backa, got their bodias into position

v

and than with moat wondexful rhythm the acythoa were awung,

and {0 what was mueic to our 2a¥u, the coxn bogsn to fall in

perfact layexs round the sdge of the Piold, Twa men walked

bshind and as the coxn fell wo 1t was gatharad into axmfulls

bound round with a coxd of etyaw, e quick twiat and a tugk in,

and thers was a perfact sheaf which was pushod os nagg to the

brow as poseibile to moke room for tha harsss. Tha acything was



extrenely hot work, and the men for hapvaat time wera

‘8uppliad with two bottles of cold ewast tea which thay

frequently sdppad,

At last #ll the hpadelsnd wan claarad, and the

lang awaited momant wag upon uae  The horsoman tuking

the nose~bags off his baloved andmals with agvegal "Ohel®

and "Ahe!" mountsd the binder, sattlad himgsl? in the

@ hazd springless sest and tho harvast had bagunl  The

binder bumped and jolted oves ths uneven fleld, the corn

bent under the bindez's Baila, tha fisld mice wondored

what was godng on end the rabbite trambled, and the shaavaa

ware heing thrown out from the sida of the bipder vhila two

man with gzreat apsad eollzctad and atechkad tham inge vigwana

to allow the aun and wind tn dzy then off, We ghildyen erapt

innida thoss 1ittia vwigwamo ond ste cogn o3 & Veu otroy hovgas

boung,

Suddenly & shout end a poor Little torcdfisd xrobbit zan

eut of tha nerzowing langth of cozn,

hzading for the nasrest

ditch,,

bedng chanad by childxen, oxy with a shout to atand

elasr, was ahot by the gama-kaopors Thess rabblie wera all

toenad 4n & heap end et the end of the day dividad omongat

the worksxs and what righaa, whan the follawing day we had-

analt rabblt etew for dimnuz,




Fathor uaed to help with the harvest whan 1t waa

poosible to get wozk, as o 1itile moTe monoy Gould be

farnod, with a bonus of £5 at the end af the month,

and 1% was our duty to take hie dimner. 'Dut comg tha lope

gidad baskst and in 14 wau carafully placed tho pils-dish

””

3

with a large helping of moat and potate dumpiing at ong

gide and hesane at thg gthor, and covared with a gloan Gloth,

@ Yogathar with & can of mothex's homa brawed boor, He

sometimes had to walk milen with this repast and 4t was

heceasnry to leave hone vory sarly in ordaxr to axcdve at

thu hervest field on the atroks of noon,

L

Wy tranped along

tha brave of the Tields, jumped ditchans, dillied and dalliad,

pickod dawbarzies and pulled at the hazel brenchas

for nuts,

though & bit unripe they were aomathing to sat, A4 the Fingl

lap we usuelly had to braeak into a trot to be thace un tima,

The hoxaes wage given thedip noen bags, eacke lald on thair

bucks and twigs of sldaey atuck in tholy bridles to kaop ausy

the flius, Hnrvueting woa hisavy work far them and ao thay

wore not allowed o work all day and with a bit of luek wa

vould got o rido on the anes uhic were tu ba zeliavad of thidy

duties,

Tha men wat down on sacks or a pils of sheaves, fliaop

buzzing zound, o fou waaps and maybe & hornet hut thsy did not

appsar to take much notice, « if we didn't intaxfars with them

"

thay would not interfare with us.
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0ut cams tho vorious gems of aookery which waro by thon

cold, and all got down to the hualnaga of supplying the innop

mans Evarything aaten cuteide tastad g#a much nices, and thoza

wag nsvar a compleint., Aftar dinnar; tima fax s emika, and

svan tima to teach us childxen how to make corn doilien - what

heavanly deys thay were and soemad tolast fox sver. We wonderad

o

homa agein with the empby dishes and hothing to think of but

the beauty all ayound uag,

'ALL ageordin' to the weathas! the copn dried and than

the time for capting hagan. The tug younge» boys of oup

Pamilisg, ap soon ng thay hsard s wheozo that the coen wagn

dry would be et the Famm almost ot srack of dawn, halping to

hazrigag the horess, Thay had no feer of thase beautiful

animela and cauld do anything with tham,

Though thay could oty

Just sbout reach tho croaturss noan,

thaze thay wege pushing tha

bit into their mouths, pulling thelr great hosds down to gat

their aars through ths briddle, walking under theix hollion viith

the atreps, pulling their taila theough e sort of laathps

loop and hsaving tha glgantic leathax collsxns over thedr

dosr gentle heada, Then to bo fixed io the Wagon with ita

painted whesla, tus or thraes piteh fazke throwm in, ¢ fow sauke

end nosa baga end the frail bagkats, Inte the wagun climbed

' the workexs, the tuo boye zlding on the hacka af the horans,

and thue horaes asemod to know which way to go -~ what didn't thay know?




Yhe shaaves ware pitohud inte the wagun end another
expavdennad hand laid them in ponition, evexythiny cesmad
ta be dane to parfect rhythm, Then just enother "Git uph,
and tha horas movad an o the noxt ot of shocks, ahsking

thelz dsar heads and bzuahing thoir tails to keap away

ths tozmenting Plies.

The atﬁﬁha “ars &n abaolute work of art, they weze
A

T

sometiinea built on four stonss 1ika giant mushxooms ‘o anabla

)

. Pk

the air tu get underneath, Evary cheaf was lald in the

exast position, othezwiss the stack would looae ita whapa
and tha whalg village would ba alivs with oxiticiem and
"They'ra made a rum mess of ow' Sg-an=So's atack", Then
the thatchoxe oems to work, and thaugh it was only a stack,
a wondozful job waa mada of it; and a faw vants wers laft
at the very top, with a bunch of gozn sticking up for dee

toration and thie was to prevent avarhasating.

Whan the field had been sleaxod, ceme the woman to

du a bit o' gleanin', and onaugh corn was gathered to keop

a faw aw' hina for quite a long time, TYharo waxe atill somag
grains not to ba wasted, snd up the road aqueaking and rattling
would come a hen hauso drawn by a harss, tha old hans

spluttering and cackling, How contantsd thay wpre = thone

old hane - nome of them waza put in acparats coops with their

ianala g
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little chicks and we loved to ses them almost hidden in the
stubble as thay scratchad for tiny lnsasts, and ran to their
mother as ehs podinted out some teaty morasl ; a hen didn't know

the moaning of being enclosed f1fty yaars ago.

Thea men worked until the dew began to fall, during the
harvest wosks; end the moon wea full, they cems home an tired
but laved the hervest, plus a delnk of ocyder, which as they
wera not used it it went to thelr heads and gaussed them to walk

home in @& curkncraw fashlon.

After the harvest, a new peix of hubnail boots for the
men and well theay needad tham, out in all weathers, rain, snow,
mud and nnlg 8 pait of buakina to kesp their lags dry, Tha fazmars
wivas, to sagn a littls pocket monay rearad turksys, dally
chopping up boiled egge and nsttlea o 'byimg thew along’, and
thess also llved on tha fielde whan they wexe old encugh to be
allowsd to roem. MHundrads of them, thore would bs, with xad
bobbles on theiy nacks, their tails sproad oub fan wisw, all
gobbling awsy st once., Saldum axe they now soen in the Novfolk
fialda and lifs cannot ba so heppy for tham.

) -~ H 3]

All being safely gathered in ceme the wondezful fastlvel
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of Hervant Thenksgiving. Great shuvaves of corn wors dalivazed %o
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tha church doox. The hadgues almost siripped of old mans beaxd,

hipa, hawa and hops. MHichaelmas delpiss by tha araful wers gut

e I ey



from the cottoge gardens, maxinwu on which had boen woratehad

& taxt when young wers now fully gxewn with the text plain for

all to esa, Baeatroot, applea, turnips, Hyge, sabbages, all

wers dumpsd in tha chureh porch and what excitemont as up

axzrangsd the apples round the font, balanced a marmow hera, &

bunch of hopa thers, draped old mans besrd over the window

8ills, laid a faw rolling plums round the pulpit and tied

bunches of corn at bvery pew smiy Bunches of grapas from Glssing

Hall adorped tha Altor, with s loaf of bread made by the logal

baker, The first ssrvice wgs held on Thursdey night et

8 a'clock, and psopla who nevor eet foot in tha ohurch ot any

_ather tims turmed up in thaip bent. Our choir gaps and copes had

hesn staxchad for the vccasion, many of thy tapss wexe brokan

BE wa triad to gathar the caps tp Fit our heads and we wont

»ad with feaxr that we would not ba ready in time, The rough enda

of the capes scratchad oux nacks and wa fumhlad for the button-

holas and the linan buttons which had been falttenad againast

the material, but as the guad lady was pald sbout threg shillings

and aixponcs for wurning us sll out spotloasly white, we had no

#ight to compludn,

We filad ints the church with happy facea ainging "Come yo

thankful peopls cama", and with hal?f an ays viewsd the congragatian

vhich filled tha shurch o over fiowing. Tha o4l lamps filokered

on the brass wars, the Yamuers with thely ¢lann shavan xuay chegks
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gtood in thalr thick tweed sults, brown beots, and buskine,
the battermost in the front, the cowmon haxd at tha bagk,
Evapywhexa you lookad could be esen a little affering for the
harvéat. All thankad ths Lord with cheexful veice and ths
collaction bags bulged, The Restor smiled banignly on ell,

announged the Blmesing and the congragation made s move,

Outaide the church thers waa much shaliing of hands, wa navex
apoke 4n the church, and each departed his own way, somi to

walk two miles homa to their littlas sottages and a Paw men

£
to call at the Crawn to snjoy the produce of malt and hopas .

s

N

It wae always erzanged that tha Mothodiet chepel featiysl
shauld nat gollide with that of the parish church, and so

sevoral of ue for a special treat were sllowed to attend

tha chapel on that day of ths yaar.- The singing wes always
dloud end hearty, the Minister uald tha prayeys in his own
particulex etyle and thara wsre sounds of "Aman” “Allolula"
"hear heaz" "praies the Lord Amon" and heads hoddod in éilant
agreémant a3 the Lord waa thenked for all hig blessings. Tha
seImon waa alvweys enjoyed, with nsver a ﬁnta the preaschar apoke

wimply and clearly with a faw little smusing bite thrawn in.

The following Monday wes tha day when the produce frem
the chapel was eold in sid of the chepel funds. This meant another
outdng for us, We trackod down the »oad with all the athey

faniliea, as the church gosrs enjoyed this little gat togothse,



Wa wang the Woslayen hymne, seid a prayer e tun and 'i"hﬁﬂ the

auctionsexring bagan, Evarything wos etripped of 1is decoration }'f,
and want under the haomer, end tha mothers trailed home in the 'kfi’
dusk with their bags bulging with rad hewt, cavknte, onions, -'ﬂ::
flowars, jam, spplea, eebbages, bull rushes, such an assaximent ;?"l
o
i
of the wonderful God given fruita of the savth. ﬁ%@-
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The nights wers deawing in and on oug way from school ws

S

would watoh the clouds of atarlings en theoy rose and Tall in

such humbers daxkening ths sky with the wonderful whigtling

sound that only siarlings can maka,

They ¢leared the fields of

any

romadhing corn and then flaw up to waktle for the night

on e trae blacksening the branches againgt tha bsautiful synpata

for which Norfolk is noted. A aldght wind would get up and

we knew that in the morning thera would be scorng to plek up

whish we sald 40 ths fawmer for hia pigs,

And this was the tims of yaar for pop=guns < the boysg

very favouriis gsms,

A very straight piece of young aldex,

sbout n foot long, was cut from the hedga, tha pithy centze

baing xemoved by pushing thraugh it mothsp's berrowed poker op

scme other pilece of elyaight iron, and the outer bapk pealed of f,

Then an oqually stwelght pioce of Hazel was golegted which wag tha

length af the eldar with aboput two inchea to spare. Thin Hazel

8tick wesw with the greetoat coxas vhitéled doun until it Juok, and

anly Just fitted into the hollowed out plece of aldsy.




This wea an absolute work of ayt an 1t had to bha perfostly

roundad and daad straight, and oxantly the pight length of the

alder, with tha remaining thick and uoed ag the handle. Ths

tlp of the shavad end wes then tepped againet a stons in

order %o give i% a slight brush affect, - Then cams the seargh

for amnunition and thata whaxe the ecorns cems in, Sdtten in

half, ons piecw was pushed into the snd of ths sldsr tuba,

and it had to fit poxfectly, the hazel stick was than inaarted

in the other ond and pushad half way up the tubu, then @

fisveapress againat the atomash,

up travalled the hazel atick

and out shot the scorn, somatimes with fexvifying foree and

woe betide you if you happened to ba in tha firdfhg lina, Hany

a mors tummy there wag duging the popegun ceagon.

Thé applas wers now at their hest, we gould plek aut the

roslest and swantast, pollah it up end cuntinue to poliah until

with grood pride we handad it ovex to ouyx favaurite toacher

who never fallad to show great dalight, One littls gird would

fill her hloomayp lags with apples nnd Raade and a funny little

objact she lookad aa she xan to achool with the Fruit Jigging

Up and down, Tha boys would aftsn bring & spaoial girl the

cholceut appla thay could find and thers would ba exchanges

made in the sacxssy of supboazd doors, One day "Spritaey
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rolled hies favourita girl an apple along the floox undaxy tha
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deels, his intsntions ware good but the ides not ago qund,

88 ths rumble and the bumpu as the appla Jumped tha knoha

in the unsven.wsodan floor ceunad much embarzassment aa the

toachar poered over hap glasvses and aaked that awful question

"Stend up, who was rovponaibla for that noias®,

»r

Cooking pears snd William pears changad hands, haxd

spplas which never softensd oy hscame edible ware

samehow ox

athar chewsd through and awallowsd. Dactor Harveys weve packed

away in bousa for Christmas, and Jelly made out aof the oyab

apples,

Than oh then, the time csma for axtrecting the honay

and what a palaver that was, F.:thor fizet smoked the bass

with a plece of smouldezdng brown peper, then ha tank out the

@ great sagtions of dark brown comb and poor mothexr had to do

the rest. Tha comb was cuf inta emall plecss and tha doubtful

bita put on ons gide and the zest Gtralned thxough a cloth into

a large brown exock. Mother was never in the hsat of mogds dusdng

this opsration. The bees and the waspa flew in all diragtions,

and the aun blazed through the kitchen window. Wa pestered for

our meals, my bxothar eans in and waid wnomathing cheaky and

"thwack" went tha haney=-sticky diahclath yound his oaxa, the wasps

Jodnad in the fun and my brothay dipping his head in tha saft water

Loy
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tub vawed never to he a nuimance againy " nen the honay wes all

strained and tha well palished jars filled, the remadning comb was

put inte & wina crock with a littls water and left ta "wogk" for

Mead, The amell filled the houss fop wesks and aftsy the fotmantation

il i k_’j""“‘-ﬁ*""“w g
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was completed and tho msad drainad off, the rasldus waa thrown undep

the bullace trse whare tha waspe and the bwes would swowm sround

and much 9 father's snJaymant, gsbt themselves into a siate of

intoxieation,

The poto af honay were sold at a ahilliinga pound, but a littls
kept back for ouz own noads, hnn%y and vinagar for aore throata.
The comb which wes not filled was melted down and purified until 1t
was the colour of toffee, and then poured inte little moulda and pat
into solid lumps fax waxing thread, ths bigger pleces mixed with
turpentine, the xesult of which wa; our highly polished furaituge.
Okbsptax 16 = Ostobax, Movamhes, Deganhag

We'll up and bagone to the woodland fields
And gather ths treasure that Autumn ylalda
For Og¢tobar has aoﬁa, and tha frult hange frog

And suxe thoxe ia plenty for you and wa,

Autymn heza, blsckberrias picksd, the lost nut fished out of the ditgh,

laaves turning into their most vondesful colouxa, the laroh tees in ths

plantatdon in all its golden gloxy. The hoegh txess by tha arch shadding

their little fat triple-aided nute which ue picksd up end tossted in & dumtpan,
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Tho chostnut Avonus ablaze with colour and tho conkers loaving tholr
prickly husks and clanking to the ground in thedr small laathary
roundnesss Vs picked up thase boautiful craationa, and made
dollo chairs and stoola. The uld mans baacd vhich had sspsupod
the onulaught of tiarvaest Footival lankad & bit the werss for wzsar

but wea brightonad by the shiny hlack besrias of the privet snd

tha hips and haws all aglowe Tha Aubumn sun shone in its drosmlnous

actoas the stubble fiolda, and the rabing wiisporad their little
songa.  No matior what the seasan, thein waa sly

ays samuthing to

which %p look forwerd,

The thraepsnny hops wors always popular. Once a wesk thay

ware held in the Chuxch Hall, sil ths villags girls and hoys turned

| up at thase dancea, walking for milog alang tha pitohy black roods,

many & bit of courting wae done outsids the door and inaida, during

the dance was whispexed "Gan I sus you hawelv,

Tha. band aonaieted of a pians, a banjo and a deum, and
wﬁ&q fun wa had as we clomped ssound tho hall, trsading on sagh othaye
toas and gotiing

fite of the glgglso es asome Romeo tried ta show off

& now otep to dmprags the girl of the monent,

0z mayba a Magile Lentern entortainmunt, our first tasis of tha
winkinas Thase wars held In the achuel and thoy atteacted quite a

crovds  Tho Wottesmoat alvays had tho bost sests teaesved, they

wara tha aPhool wenagers and tho farmacs vives though nabody pald
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mora than twopence for a ssat, Wa had to ba eettlad in good

tima s of course all the oil lanpe had to ba put out, ‘hat

a perfoxmance it wap to got tha naceseary equipmont resssd up,

The lantern slide operator stoad with hie head under a bLlack

cloth and anly hia behind and legs etdoking out. Eaph elide

-wae dusczibed in detail "This da a camel" whan perhape only the

bagk parts ware visible. "This ie an Afrigan women" with gx=at

long meat skewers stusk thraugh her nose who could miatake hex!
Hawavar wo enjoyed it all and o vote of thanks propossd and

hapus that thesxs would he noee o fallaw,'unnt ug an aur way

home,

Ihzashing

Batwsen hazvent and Chrigtmas, and it always secmed to

ua ta be whon thore was most mud about, the threshing, px

‘$xashing' had to be dona, The *ingin' had to be hooked many

weaks in advance s thecrs wers not many of them abeut. This

1ittle maghine with its graat tall chimnoy, wide fvon whools

and ehining brass would come up the xoad belching hleck smako,

#nd we only knew the engine driver ap baing blagk, Chugsehugging

1t turned into the fisld pulllng tha threshing machina behind

it. With ths 1ittle fire still rad, the othay parta ware vovarad

wvith a til¢ ovarnight, and the naxt moriting preparuation bagan

very sarly for the day's theeshing, svecxy hole and gOINSr wao

graaagd and the fire siokod, Gallon hottlms of beazr wore produced

PG e
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to quench the thiret of tha oxtry handae Tha maching

atarted up, the sheavea tyavelled up a kind of maving stalpe

casey the grain pourad intg nagks and the dugt flow, tha gate

in their hundreds stanperad for cover hut most of them cane to

a sad and, what with thg game~kesper and dogs. The aspks of

Qorn waye partaed to the harns, lator to be taken to the maltinga

or to the mill, and ths cheff yned aa fond fop the hovses in the vinter,

Eisavprk nignt

This kept un talking for wesks bafore ths event, Thers wag

not mugh monay %o bs hoed at that tlns of the yoar, and sa we

Wexe glad to saxn o penny hore and a ha'ponny thers to apand

on figs-works, Picking up potatoss ward one of the most digw

iiked joba, and as spon a8 wo aaw the garden fork being bournae

towards tha potato pateh thera was a goneral axodun of chlldran,

"Haza, ocoms hgrs mawy an' pick up thass herxa tatexs an' dy yu

pick up the littie uns too, they'va slluet the swiateat, you

know damn well I gan'y a%00p, theres two hesida yaur faat,

Blast! this ia o guad root,

thexe wmuat be nigh on a peil full,

T

111 hatter show thoss to Gaprge

" and the naxt dooy nalghbour

£
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wae callgd over to view the grop, "Noy you go an' take & hg'

panny off the copper",

Another job for which & handsame sum wae paid was washing

father's faet, lot theze be Just & murmer us tu 4 kettls of water



ag,

and a howl, and ovexy body would slithsr of f "down the clpoet!,

Four of them crowdsd in at onca, and 1 baing alow on the uptalca

was 1ef% to got on with the job, "Nont ho afraid of tem May, I'd

da 'em mysalf if I could stopp, thass lovely, thank you me daaz®,

and for that anothex ha'panny and o handful of wuts.

The third manay making job was helping fathax with the

flsh, the harrings cams by tvaln Pravh out of the Goa 1n ealt and

iee and arvived at Tiveishall otation very early in the magning,
Fathsr was always up with the laxk ahouting hie wares end many

people had fresh fish for braakfast, "Ara they frash Collyp®

“Dann it Maw while you wege & gittin? up thoy wers a=wxiggling

in tha sga",

He would tramp milos with tha box of fiah bLalanvsd on his

head, saross fislde and cammons - parhaps to ba told - “not toeday,

thank you", Ono hox of hazzings would ba kept bapk for amaliing,

Yhe hexrings waxe waahed with nothex's help, and thrasdad thxough

tha gilis on to long atioke Callod 'epates', asol hazring the

game diatance apart, A coke five was 1t in a braziaer, and when

it was burning cleaxr a lag of eak wae leld on the top and

plaged undey the yows and rows of herrings vhich had baen aryangad

@0 that thay hung shout six feet fron the fira, The eak smoke xosa
inta the air and curlad itself azound the hepringa mnd when thay

waxs thoroughly deied wera remsved from the spstes and plaged

in boxea, lerge end emall laid ebporatsly, all as neat aa a pin.
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Thie is whors my ha'ponny cems in, it was my joub to
held the spates as fathar laid out the fish, snd then put them

away tidily for the next day.

The village shop wauld weeks bafors Hovember the fifth
have displays of sparklers, eatherins wheela, xoman candles,
Jumping jacks, coloursd matches, all at a ha'penny each, and »
vary faw yockets as there wers few childran who could afford
ta buy them. Qur money would ba gountsd and re~counted, and llots
made of what we cauld afford, and ths day at lust coms whan off

we want to tha shop to spand our praclous monoy,

It was one yaar 'given out' at sghool that us had boen
invitad tn a faxm sbout two miles away to share a bonfize and

- fizewark display ~ the mateh would be stsuck at six otolock,

Wa gallepad hame fzom achool, gobblad our tea, got into oup
old clothes in case we mot Tips to ouraslves, grabbed cuy small
bags of fireworks and off we ran on tha two mile journey tu ths
£ s, With groat excitement we caught up with the other childran
grdng in tg; veme dirsction, Host of the village want, pitchy
Slack it wae and that wae an pxcuse to strike @ faw colourad
matchea, Baya jumpsd out fyam behind tress frightaning the life
out of us with their caxbida tins. Thoss ere prepared by bowing

a hole through a tin on uhich was a very wsll fitting 14d, a
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traacle tin was beet, The tin was then partly #1llad with

carbide alightly moiast and the 1id vary tightly placusd, A lighted
match was then put to the hale as the tin lay an the ground, and

a torxific YWoomph! sent the l14d flying yewrde up ths road =- hitting

any vigbim in the ankla with very great force. Wa ware patrified

of thwse misaslles and the boys knew 14, and took atlvantage of 1%

for the only night in the year,

At last we aprived at the famn apd through the darknsse could

Bee unknawn figuras wandaring agpune in e fleld with g graat pila

of aomathing in the santrs, Hilling acound in the mud we gradually

got veadto our bseringa and found ouraclves cloea to a hupe hanfixe

with a guy perghed in the centre, At lagt tha houx of six was upon

us end on the dot pame the faxmer with a lighted toxch of niled waod,

the flemea rushgd ekywerd as did tho cheers, sme wo watshed tha pooy

guy doubling up under the liest, Conkexs popped, Firewnzke whizzed

in all dizestions, fhoute of anxious mothers whowa ghildren worg

mlsedng. “Jahn, where hg! yu got 4u?"  "He ha' pinghud my aparklsp"

"LuuF out Mrs, your eost's on Piraf®

"Damin the mud, I'a up to me

Ammat

Round and round ths ehildren xushoed "You watgh this boauty,

1 kept 4t t411 lpat® “Cury look at that racket, that muet ha'

corst suffen . At laet sll was spent, the childrpen plosterad with

mud, mothers worn out with looking for them, the bonfire a huap of

ashss and an invitation to tha fam for cocos and cakes. Home agsin
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along the dack voade with much to ralate tu mother and fathaw,

Novambar poseed with ite fogs, rime frootn, basutiful swedas

”.“‘ﬂ_
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found an ths zoads, having xolisd off a funhzil which we took

home end ate in slicen after tes, and turnipyg mashad with

potatn, pes spup end bannocks,

Lhaptas 17 = THE, SCHUDL CONCERT.

Ons af tha highlights of tha ysar ~ ocur achoal consart,

Sa much discussion had to taks piaca. Teachers cycling fxom

villaga-to villaga discussing cantatas end plays end possibilitise,

end mout of oll a suitabls date which would not collide with othsg

sctivities, The childran must all be given a part, othaxwigs

thare would bo u xift Lotweon teachers and paganta, and the napt

inpurtent thing was co-opozation st = time cuch as thia. A

tromendous ‘amount of time wea spent in thesg sarly prepsrationa,

and after much haart searching the day st last cane whan the

childron wers given thaiz payts. Whe could sing, who gould vecits,

who could danca, most of all, who could memorins and who weoxe

capable of baing gtage managevs. Theon there wag ths question

a2 to whosm mothers would be good at making fency drsss, It was

a teying time fox the toechers, but suitsd somg of us down to tha

ground as it diarupted cur lossons.

Wall the cantata, posus, dances, skatchas decidod, wo waera

than givan our parts, end as there was ususlly only ons book we

3 4 i..;;l I#‘ v
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all had to teke temns in bougrowing it and copying out the

diffarent scta. The music was deawn on the blackboerd snd the

Bongs wo loarnt by vepetition,; the fipst days of prectice wups
badlam, gazing up at the celling an atiPf as remrods wa aoight

for help fram above « not a word would coma,

“

sach enjoying tha

’r

athers discomfort, but not ao when it cams to our tuzn, tha boot

wan on the other foot, Tha teacher won nearly out of her ming

far the time being, and having finished with us through the day

would ask as many es could to roturn to echanl at night far

extra prastice. This to us was marpvellaus, there wag somathing

wondarful shout tha night ao long as we had planty of companions,
the wwls hooted, the rain fell or ths fiast gleamad but it was
all good to us, and as we walkaed axm in smm through the plantation

w8 aang the songa that ws wers to aling on tha Dig Night, and the

caroly which wa wera lesrning in preparstion for Chrlstman,

The achool lights which of courss wars ail lamps shons brightly

through the windows, thers was & lovaly five to grest ua and the

air waa thick with excitement, Ws clod-hoppad alang thraugh

ths countyy danges, fer the boya to dancs in hobnaila was no oapy

thing and 4t waa q myatery haw the flaor atood up to ths ueax. A fow

of tha brighter ones corrisd the dull along, and wa gradually ali

fell into some sort of shape, lparnt oyx perta mors or lese, and

quite looked forward to the raheavssla, Haanwhils, mathez at hams

was racking her hreins as to what to use Tor our fancy draosa,
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She had an o}d box upstaira which olways sesmed to be well

fillad with all sozts of matarisl end wo veecitsd oux parte to give

her an idea es to what we would bw expoctad to wear. She was a

wondexful womsn and nsver feilad to produce a most hasutiful onniuma,

ba it for the Noxth wind, Mra,Jatleys wexwoxks or plocaninnya,

4

At sohool 1ife grow more and mors exciting while the teachere

workad ovartime to make dre@sss fox childzan whoos paxants ware

not capabla of it. Craps pepar lay evgrywhars, glua, ellvar paper

and eapdboasd. Staxs, crowns, faeixy wings, angsls halos, wanda,

witches brooms, wirs, drawing pins, great zells of paper whigh

raachod acroms the atage, "Wishing you all a Harey Christnasa®,

all this and mors sesmad to Fil1l svery apayn hple and goxner, and

etill the asventy aix children nanaged to orowd in as weldl,

At laet after weska of praparation all wes more o leoos raady

sy

and tha grsst day naaxly upon us whan the pletfoxm would he aexociad.

A
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Yhis was kept in the Church Hall and brought by thes village nparpentaer
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in his pony and tart, and how we ravelled in the moving up of

deske, tha shuffling and the muddla, as we mada xeomn for this wondsgr-

ful staga standing an two ox threa trostloa with a gap in the

middla. Ths atage curtaina of grsen balze, fuil of moth holes and

holas mads by tiny fingers wera unfoldad and with ths help of the

shop ladder wars hung in pngifiun. The plano *minding the wonky
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lag' was pushed into position, tha stags stapa pushed under the

el
e

piatform in readinoss. The mcensry for tha spening cherus strangsd,
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and whila we the school czowded inso tha rvemalning part of the

big rogm and loved svery minute of it, wo endeavourod to weite

out tho tickote.

A CONCERT WiLL BE GIVEN BY
THE CHILDREN OF GISSING HUARD SGHODL

ON FRIDAY HOVEMBER 2BTH AY T.30PH,

ADMISSION 1/« HACK SEATS éd.

Pl

He all tack nbout five to sall snd ware dalightod if us could

get rid of tham sll,

Oh deer vhat & tenss timg it wagiy the wesk beafoxe tha concert,

Witl the children all come? WYill we get the flu? Will it raip?

Well, thexs it was, the doy bafoye the concart. Yo wore all bathad

in ?zant of the fire, wy hair put into dadmenods, we regitsd oux

b

piscds and gang our wongs ta fathar who would not ba coming, and

to bud we wenty tu Lolk end duvepn of to-maprow.

Thia was one of mother'y few nights out, and drassad in hey

bogt with hay children flapping and skipping aveund har, ohe est

foxth in good tdme to got a seot ~ hoving paid & shilling.

The two front rows were always roascved for the Restor snd hip

wifa, the school Hanageva end the Bettesmoat, thuse who lived in

bigger housas than thae common hexd, Thie alwayn cauaad @ bit of

annoyancae anangst tha rest of the audience ez Tour ahilling' is aa

good as theira, Howovnr all waw forgotten when at laat the dtage

curtaina woxa drawn asida, the lappe wore turned up, the applaugo
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had disd down and the childyen sung an opaning aong of welcome,




Most of ths parvents managed to afford thiz avening ont, adniring
thelr offapxing end gavs them e epacial clep as they mounted the stagy,
wallied to tho front and ebiffly gave a how, then backad into g

gtraight lina full of eslf consciousncss to maka raom pr others.

The 1ittle room was like & Jumble sale, Picesninnise

with th?if faces blacked with buont enslk, and tholr nucka and

handa atill white, jostlad with Pairies, witches and angala,

Winge got caught up in the deozway and felil off, to be epsadily

pinned en. Swords poked in all dirsctions 1ifting uPF.a Prince's
erown or tasardng the slsevy off g crape puper drons. A littla

one wauld cxy with fright, anothex Jigged about wiih cxosasd

lags wented ta go outsids, end es motohes had ta be Found, tha child
disxobad of its pupsr drsaa and.taken with mugh epead down the
g?rdan. After what ssomed an sternity tha childesn were Minad up
and raady to get staxted. The musia atruck up, tha curtains partsd
once more, and four little atage managers lags could be assn undad
aach curtain, xunning slong haping not to ba noticed ~ and thse
concert was now really in full suing, Thoro waa olapping from tha
tront, whistling from the Yaixpennys' and thoss who weras atenddng
and did not have to pay. The audiency craensd tholr nagks ovar

the tuo front zowa of 'nobs' , and the aixpennya atood up to asn

abova the fzont onos - and the standing anes Boowad, Naver mind «

it waa a happy throng, wa 8ang; aeted, danced and bowad with ayed
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on our pagdania to maka gucos that they approved, The pratty
ehildran wriggled with self imﬂnrfanae, the bold ones shouted,
and the naxvous onss whisperasd snd forgot their lines, Back
atsga we pushed and shoved in thattiny little xoom, and took
sach athace 'prope’, helped each ather to drepas, it wae sush

a hugéar-muggar of good and bad but we all wented the concert
to go off well, and it usueily did, Finally n vote af thanke
fram the Regtor fullowsd by ans from a Schaol Menager wha
neaxly always sald the seme thing, the piano sounded the choxd
fox God Yavs the King to which we all atood with abaulut;

sdlenca and eincerity. And then hama to bad. '

Chaphor 18 = CHRISTHASY
And Christnass waes loss than a month away, What exquiaite

Juy to practice thuse beautdful covols, our heazis nearly buyet

with oxocitwment and up would think of pothing elce day or n}ght.

Tha Chedstmass puddings wave mads fairly lats as mother hed to .

vaya up to buy the materisla, A great lump of beef eust wae
bought fzom the butcher to be chapped with graat gusto, 1
remember that it wes almost a shell pink. lasrge plecee of
pael full of lpvely sugar wers being Tinaly slicad as we pab
chin ln hands waiting for any cast offs, and a tump of gitron,
a generous lump it was in those days, wos slways imcluded.
Tha paisine had to be carefully stonsd, ths currants end

sultanse washed and laft in the oven to dry, And then the
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mixing, the atirring end tha wishing, and lmst of all the
Licking qut of the bowl - and Oh Joy, the fine was 14t in ths bast
roem @0 that the puddinges could be boiling all night = and tha

pmpll an we camp dewn to hroakfast. OH.

The cake wao mads in a loaf shapsd $in, and a flavoursome
; 1 i mixtiuxe i; wase Almond icing could not bu affosdsd but most
doliciois lemany icing wes poursd uvex ths cake and ran down the
eides juat like Mra,Bruins Chriotwass pudding in tho Rainbow.
Hundrads and thousandn wege abrinklnd aver tha typ, whila the
leing wen still wet and we waltsd fap o Few to xoull off the plata,
and sag ne niore of the ceks untdl Christmses tea time.
Tha ahop wee crowdsd oui with most axaitinu thinge. Daelle
af all typus, toys which we nagld naver hope to hava, but what immonne
Joy they gave us Just to atand away frow the counterx and gazs at tham,
@ Colouxed balls, canvaa stockingn, jack in the box's, glarioun
tingelly decoxations, chinase lantexns, Boxes of §igs und datys
made our wouths water, sour oxahgss snd ghepiouis, it was indeed &
peradioe, all cremmed in to ths little ehpp on top of the nepeoesdtlies
of nvasJ day.
About two weska bafore Chyistmass the postman would bogin to
axrive latu, dus to the ovoxpowszing mons of meil ot Dias, It waa
gur job moxning end avening to zun down to tha village ond meat tha
poatman, in that way mothex had hexr latiexs about thzes hours eariise

than sho would othervisa have dona, He wae one nf the nigoot people
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imaginable, and we could almost %1l the time by his whistle as

he gycled up the new rosd with hia graat bag of lettera on his

back, and psrcola galoce atrapped to the front carrisy, Through

falr waather or foul he cams always amiling, alwaye whiatling, at

the atroke of B am ond § pn.  Aound the copner and 'Hallo Smiler,

nathin! for you today' end then with a gein he elipped ona or two

from out a rubbsr band, ‘'Thsra ¥9 are me ow' heauty' and with many

thanks of? wo would pun up ths hill in time to turn bagk fur school,

Well, st Christmess, he szyived latsr snd latar as hia

bicyele becama more and mors loaded with sacks of lettora and paxcels,

until in the end he had ta zasort to & pony and caxt. In the

svanings, wa would again havs to meset the poptman, it was no trial

to ue at Chriatmase tima, trundling down the road with & lantern,

fighting over who wan going to carry it, aplashing through the zsin

ox stumbling in apd out of the Prozen xuts made by the tunbrils

carting turnipe end ewadun. How ws laved to get inta the Post 0fFice

and gaze et sll the fascinating little bits end pietes, cloverly

homewimads dolla, lovely Christnaas gagds, Christmasa trem daconrations.

Evarything wes ao dainty in the Post Ottica, and thars wap oo much

to make & child happy. Occasionally a man would be having a thrage

psnny hair eut, but we took very little notice, and there was the

newspeper on the floor cglleeting the bits, Lamages catalagua elways

axrivad vazy early, and many many hours did we apand tuening the hundseds

Thera was
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everything in that cetelogue, and though we krow that
nothing cut of it would coms our wWeYy; wWe lay on the flooy with
ghin din hands, fur houxs snd houts and hours in a nogt
wonderful. falsyland of makaebalisva,
\Parcnls postad ia London on one day wezs surp $o arrive
the fodlowing morning, and for ons ohiilling, thirtesn pounds
wa;ght @ould ba aent. "G.n ye manaye it me desr' sald the
pestman » wall wu alveys could, end so wa atruggled up the
hill, the lentezn awinging and thy stying af tha parcel eytidng
oux fingers. Orasthless with sugitement we thraw apen the dooy
blinking in the bright light, “Mothar, thepe's a pavasli®
But the Joy of sseing inside was not fox us we wara. shut 4o
the kitchen as mother and an elder sinter with much »uystidng
af papaxr and mysterious wihtisparing anackad and hid away
biwcuits, chocolatas, cragkors, ham, glfis for all, coluoured
belle, tinsel, tabagco for fathoy, owests, oh fdeax, how hind
our aldar aiatexs and aunts wers to ual. Though wa almost
atood on oux huade to peer thyough s hale at the bottom of
tha doox, ws nBver saw so much as a aign of 8 bit of
wrapping papex but we kept o check on whezs the pazgsl had
cama fxom aﬁ we knsw tha welting. Auni Rogu'e pagycela could
ba detected s wo gavrisd them howe, thay alwsys smolt

of a bxand of the very best twa, and the tall tals fact way

that the noxt day o b
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dripping with brown st the bottom would appaar sid we had

dripping toast for tea = what richas!

Every day becems more unbuarsble as the skeltenont rounted,

at school we eauldn't concentrato, all we could think of wan

Senta Claus end the holidays, and at last they cans, thoas lovely

daye whan we asemad to do nothing but aing wazals and liatan to
Christmess stories, and then to wish our taschsrs a happy Chrisimaea,
a rush up the aschaol lens to prass our nosss once mora to the

shop window, 8 yacs up the New Hoad end another logk at the

tRaasuras in ths Post Uffice, and home to weite latiere tn Santag

Claua-

Wa wers put into tha Bpat Hoom to play far thoso few daya
befoxs Christmeaa, There was my alster with her row of dolla,
telling thom that Christmasa was coming. My brnthez-and I walkes
ing on all fours gave each uther rides on ouz backs and than
flattensd out on tha Flooy with hilavious laughter, Wa did tha

fox trot - with his fast on top of mine wo wandersd zound tho

raom Just liks e couple of puppsts. Ve pleyed tea pariles under

tha table gpgd we wruts to Santa Claus. The wind vhistled down the
chimney and we felt how cold he must ba porched up thers amangnt

tha sgot with no fire,

Daax Sapta Claus,

I hope you ars slright, I an enzry I took some of fathar'a

nuta and wont do it again, We sws all holng good and we hope you



will coma,

With love from
Daphna.

We gach wrots ocuxr privata megeagas and foldad them cara-
fully and wers told to lweva tha room in csse Hanks Cluus
ehnulﬁ be nepvoua. Tha letters wars lodgad on e brdck up the
chimnay by my sistsy who then sllowsd us to cone back and
eit etdll until we heard shufflings in tho chimney., Of couroe
wa did sgoner or later, and my sleter fasling up the chinnsy

dielodged a grubby pisce of paper with unfemlliar wciting.
Doar childcen,

1 will como an Cheistmaas sve, but put your ntockinge

in the vane plags with the nanss on them, Its a bit cold up

hars,
With love feam,

Santa Cisus,

Pleass sing soma payolas,

We gat and eang with sll ouy might shout the aledgh
balle ringing and had no doubt as to the reality of Senta
Claua in thoms heppy days, averything wae faixylend,

The Gzogar gent a Chyigtmaas box, the buker and the
buteher a palendar, and at long last it was Christmess Eva,

= Li 45

THE DAY WE HAD BEEN WAITENG FOR,




When the aun is hidden and ths sky fa grey

Robin singa so ewesly on the leafloss apray

"Listan all you wild birds, listen and boliave

Jpeus Chxist ie coming, it ias Chylstmass sve,

Jagus Cheist 4a coming, it i Chzistmass nva"

% Dy the bathing snd tha washing of haix, the lakralling

of stoskings and the carzeful pianing on to the wama nail

g4 leat yoar. Father would gon outeida, take a look round

and gaze at tha eky. "Thass a rummun, I've junt ain

apmabody a~lookin' out o' the chimnaey®, Eyoas grew bigger

and hesrts pounded « this woo tho moment we had welted so

long for. “Fether will you oall up the chimney", Ua

tremblad with axcifenent ag ho shouted “Ara ¥ dp there,

ean ye haar me?" Down game an unknown voiue in reply,

e "Yoe I'm hexa, theve aient much room, axe the childzen

goad? heyas & few coppars for them" and by somg moot

peculiay teick end fathox's sladght of hand, doun fall

a handful of coppszs into the hearth to ba dividad among

8. This wap a yeerly coourrence vwhils we wove young

enough to belisvs in Sants Claun,

We couldn't get to bed fast enough, not to eleap but

to listen, Then ths crackling of paper and whispering

astarted once more, end haw wa envied our slder sistor who

would know all befors the morning. The little silver bellae

AT
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tinkled, the poper dsvoratlons whigh mother had upad Ffor

thirty yssra wews carefully unfolded, snd hung on the naila which

had haen there for donkeys yoara, Tha Chrlatmase bough of fir
oR hully-was zanred up in the coxner, The Santa Claus frioze
was pinned the length of one wall, paper fanas bung hera, chinssa
lantexna, featoons of popar leaves, tinesl, glsas balls, all
wore very old hut all wepn sach yeax vary naw, The mentle piece

vas claared of all ife oxnaments and rapleecsd by pratty litile

dishaa of nuta and swsets, boxes of dates gnd Tigs.

Wa upatadrs lay with ayns wide open, liatsning, waitinp;
Slsep entiraly out of the question we, one ur tuo st a tima,
crept out of bed, the old flooy boagda graaksd and mother shouted

"Whet wre you childeen dodng up thers, gat you into bad before |

énma after you", But we were not in had fox long, eilonkly
did we mipa the nieakinq floop board and rgachad ths banniatar
to hgng upside down and pesy through the uegful half inch grack
at the top of tha danr} whaze us caxried on a xunning cowmantazy,

In silenca we pinched each other %o movs up and lot asompons slea

havs a tuxn., At last we could hear father wmeking a move to go to

bad, 8o haatily ws elipped away end pyotended to bs aslsap, It

wae always aftey midnigh% whan wmother had finishsd the prepepations,

but st last sho geme to bsd wvsry tired indead,

At three o'elock in the mosning, thera wa wexe oll eager

to get up, Wu lay in bad counting up to elxtias, which meant annther
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minute gone = until we gould stand no wmors of it, and theve
we wera gsking "Can we got up®®  Fathes would be heard to aay
"lemn them childean,® and mothsy suid “No deers you cant get up
yot; du yu sing some gezels till five o'closk®  Se with.our

Jittle plping voices, like birda in » nost, wa etzuck up -

List our mersy cazol on thia Blessed Morn
For cux loving Sevicur, an Christmass Day was bogn. lk

Then in the exeitement of carol alngilng the time want &

.

quickly, and nt lust we worxe given pemnimelon to go down in oug

__..-—/.—'_"_'-“_“"" -7

rlghtgowns, and aee Lf Santa Clays had bpen - aof cousse hs had,
end to add to tha proof thare war an eppty winaglaes and crumba
in tha newly swept hearth. What a faizyland, this Cheriotmauss

morning, the brench in the corner hung with decorations, ceolauced

gandlaa, handkexchisfs snd pexasonal pangele., Honkey nuta waxe

theeaded on atyings, and hung an the balka, A nuw Chattgf baox

)
. ‘..l'
had tha highast place on the sids tshlo whaxe wusre ouy ut% ®

booka which wa had out anly at Chelotmoss time, snd oux apﬁﬁigl
: !

games, But joy of sll joys our black stockings full of b

myntorious kjobs end pokes, with an apple, oxange, nuts and
two pennies in the foot. 1 vemember chedding a tesr as I

Al
thaught how kind Santa Claus had bean to bring me @ hox of pen+kf

)

cils. Mothor was such a wondexful woman and any pravent that

eha wun glven was always something that could be divided anongat

ua ell, After the sxcitument gf unphcking and ygpacking oux
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stockings, fueling of paresls honging on the beanch, gusaeling

what waes 1n them, rushing up snd downstaizs o show mathax,

hazdly knowing what we were doing fox exgdbomont, wa put on oux

hast clothas end clean piﬁafprna and by that tims tha bysaskfaat

wae cooking. Sausagay for breakfant on Christnass Hay « the

boot in England, wade by our butcher, tha flavoux out of thia

wordd ~ end Comp coffes, vhat a txeat on top of wvarything alna,

Wa tzipped off to Church eo kaen o toll snd to heur of

each gthoxs gifts, to einy tho beautiful eaxols, the chuzch wes a0

much a part of our livas, and then homo to g heoutifully copkead

dlnrior of Roapt Leg of Paxk, Bruwgel Gprouts, Potatoas beked

in their akins, bLattex pudding end the moat delicioue grayy

that aver was. And then $ha plum pudding with tha sixpencas

hiddon in 1%, theas had beon osent by Coualn George.

@ Aftor dinnex and the washing up done and the huarth tldied

Upy wo wore allowsd to open one pavsel sach, while mothex tounted

out a few chestruts, four or five @ach which wo otm raw o

tomstad in the tiny cpening under the old fashioned fiza. And

then 1t was tims to go off to the Chuzch hall to collect aur

Bunday School Prizes. Wewsuslly managed to gat one which wan

a moxcy. Thera was slways & pils of old childrens magazinas

for those vho hed not won a prize, ohd so that avexy child hed

somsthing to take heme, and in thoss days, avarything was a

Juxury.




Gally we tzotted homa to admire the Christmas Calte with
thae ieing all running down the pides and lying in blobe on ths
plats undernaath, Tha bast whita demask table cloth shons
undor the lamp with the pink globo. Ma had Jolly on Cheiotmass
Day end biscuits, but whotever luxusy tempted ths eys, brand
and butter must be saten figat; and if we did not fsol hungry
snough for that we cestainly did not foal hungry snough for

8 pigca of ths caks czuat whars all tho icing had stuck, and

80 wa gallantly ploughad thzough end wete rawsrded. How ws

loved that piace of cake with tha hundrads and thousands and

the asilver bella, We weni xound pur plates with our fingers

mopping up tha cxumbe, bur lage ewinging with cdelight as vo sat

on the lang ateol., After we had tasted of thous wondszful

luxurdes and all was claarad awey and ths fize-phace ouce mors
tidded, and tha firs huatad up.to roasting point, nut come tha
gamaa.-tha spaclal gamss that only saw the light of day at

Christmass « our favourita one being the fisghing gamn. This

had bsen glven to our Panily yesxs ego end 1t was than ascond

hand but 9till looksd nsw, First thore wes & aguare guntelngs

opsn top and bottom which wee gaily bedecksd with lovaly water

acanas, it stood about a faot high and was plasad in the middlie

e
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of thes table. Than thars wore lots of maot beautitully colouped
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papar fishes of ell ahapes and evizes. Each fish wos numirgrad,
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of wire attachad, thewse fish wers placed inaide tho containsx and
atizred up by mothsx. Out Gume the littla fishing rods, a stick with
a pisce of atxing from which dangled a magnat, end these we danglad
in turn Qvaf the container with ayee ehut, until we felt a hite.
Great was ths excitemont es we drew out o fish as the numbors were
all countad and tha highsat soorayr won s aweet, We naver tirod

of thia gamo, it Qae g0 simple and yet geve us so much pleassura, and
sach time it was carefully folded with greatest affection and

placad in its apaclal box.

A fow more cheetnuta weve divided gqually, pricked and plaged
in the 1littla cnmpértmant undar the firs whore we alsc uesd to toapt
our pheses and ted herrings -~ and when thsy weors coaked wexa fiahad

out with s pair of fweszara end handaed gound,

Then out came the Poxt bottla, fethor wes alwaye given ene '
by tha fieh w£aleaalar from Hozwich and coundn'$ wait Qntil it wae
npanédv We children were ellowad a half full sgg cup of this
delicious deink and had with it a water blacuit sent by one‘nf our
aistsers, which wo nibbled and made to last fox such a long tima,
Our eyes graduslly eclosed und aponed, clossd and opsnad "Come ¢hildien
4te time Por you to go to bad" "Oh not yet mather, wa'ze not tivad"
"You'll do as yeu'ze told, I dont want any tantrzums to-morpzow, Now

go you down the yard all of you and you can taka the chiness lantern®,
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It was no troubls to get us o set off, and from the hook waa

liftad one of the chiness lentarne, end insidae a doar Little

cendle. We presnsd the lantern down like s gongsrbins to gat
at the minute candla with s mateh, t#ia vam wsually fnthar’a

Job, and then off wo want clustaysd round thie doax little

light tzying to kaop the wind from blowing 1t out. Vexy oftan

e

the childran next door would be going an tha sama e'x'mnd, and

with four in our aide and four next doox shauting through the
@ wall we had a whole o7 a timu, Back agein intb the hoat of

the bast room, and with ono sweet apiats wa elimbed upstairs

to had gad that Santa Claus would not come for enothux yenr,

CHAPTER 20 - n%ﬁm
Boxing Day saw my hxothox going off tu Gias;ng Hall,

Thare wan alusys a shaot held on that day end the Loys weys

- padd 8 shilling each with a fres dinner ts help with thg brushing
or baating es it ia callsd today. The ysot of up wers ment to
take the saixr ep mother thought it would be gend for we sfiss
yastarday'a faasting, Wo had cold pork and cold plum pudding
fox dinney, atill raking fox the remalning elixpences, and aftex
dinner were sllowad to gach open anothar parcal, Than came the
lattar writing which was always a trial but had to be done,
"1 don't knaw what o put" “How do Yo 8palleescrvas®

“Stop Jexking my hand" “Hothor ha's copylng® "Oh blow §'ve mads

a blot, ha's got tha bast pen anyway" "I'm godng to write that we



had monkay nuta on the balk so don't you" “Ah well, thasa dong"
With love from Daphna X X Fathor said he likad his
hacca. - "Now may 1 read the Flaybox Annusl?® Out came the
Playbux Annuals; latge fat books they wara, yaar afisr your
ve yoad tho aame old etoxiea which we novar tired of, down
en the floor we wont with the book flat on tha gagpat to
protect tho back. Mre,Bruin and Tigex Tim come beck to
us as old friends and wo carafully turned the pages snd
enjoyad every word, with chin in hende and faat dang%ing
in the air, And then mother carefully opened s hox of
thocalatow, whigh had hasn sent hex for Christmasa, gsntly
she did 1t 80 as not to opodl the bow as it would latar he
uged for bits of lace or handksschiefs, "Now children you
ean take thzas sach snd no moze to-day", wa cavafully studiad
wach ghapa and size and took oue pick, aome liked the haxd
and some tha eaff centyes end we nibbled swey at them ond tried

to maka them last longex than tho othera,

Boxing night, and tha cracking of nyts, which mother hpd
carafully counted out, one brazil, thyea hazela, twn walhute,
thxas monkwy nutn, evarything wes divided and mothar unyally cams

of f wozed,

Dur strong Mdttle teeth pinnad into the hazels and fathey

would crack the walnute in his hands and the only pair of nute-
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e

ocrackexe woes pasesd round for the brezile, how luxurious wee

N y_.l

evarything, with a lovely fire xoazing up the chimnsy and the

wind biuwing outside.

YMother may we hava the gyamephona on?® This was a big

oocaaion foxr ue., Fivat tha best table muat be coveresd with

wothax'a ironing blanket, and then fzom under the couch was

heuvad & grest haavy box which was & gramophona. In anothaz

pisea of cloth was weopped a laxge pink horn which wan fised

ihto a sockst on the graemophone and held into poedtion by

tha tea tin, othorxwlse 1t would have over balanced, Than tho

racords = there were many so carafully packad in a wicker box

.

with a 1id, oach xascoxd in ite papor sleeve, snd as sach one

wag yanoved it wae dustud in the greln with a pisce of asilk.

The sound box was fixad, the nepdle toetsd for sharpnoge anid

'nranﬁwalick' ‘orank-"olick' want thﬁ windas with the tuzns=

table zeaxing to be off. “Now du yu be cereful not o scatch

them therse rscorde®; thoy waze all vavy old and to us vary

epecial.

Fathor aluays chaose the Scottish aonge, mother the Sankay

and Moody Hywmna, end wo, well we had & wide rangs of likas.

*In a Gagman Recruiting Btation” "The Gooas Stap"

“"The laat Zoppelin, wera the remalna of ths {4=18 waor.




Then thaye was "The whintler and hie dog? apd "Whan fathor
papersd ths parlous" and "The Caliph of Haghdad". We loved our
0ld gremephune and never tired of liatsning with chins on hends

and altting on oux long fozm.

Suddenly, a knock on the wall, it was the childcen noxt
doox, and after we had repliad by knocking back ws lintenad
at the thin paxt of the wall, "Pleass can tha children cons
round?"  Hother said "Yes, Lut du yu bshava yourselves" sn
off we mcampexad to find our hoote and fathay 1it the Chinses
lantern, and away we went round the corner and ovex the stile
end up thae aqulad yard, dnto the cosy little besutdfully
dogorated hoat xoom next doox.  "Ploass, mothar seld welve
got to gat home at saven™ and we sat ourselvas down round tha
table with the pratty little next door children os theiz
geedophone played "Ths sinking of the Titanic", and joined in
the song "Every man at his post", "Christiany awake" waa alwaye
a favouzrita, and "Lo He oomes with cloude duacanding”, Row
quickly tha time went in that happy littls Toomn, with a plate

of cheesa tekaes handad round wa know thet 7 o'slock was
approaching, and on went our boots which we had loft at tho
door. Good night, to sveryanz, and thank you for having us
and mothax said "may the childzen come vound toemozrow?,

The Lantexn lit back we went over the atile sll huddiad tagether,
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into tha Gooseberry we sturblod, round ths cocner to ocur

own haek dqor, the lsntern casting moat croopy shadows acroag
tha gerden and up the caxt shed wslla. Into the house - and
from mothaxr, "How du yu go down tha goesdan now you'xe out,
ond then pit riddy for bad"s and su ended anathox heppy day.

Eegh dey, ona move percel wap taken from the trea and sagh

FL

day the sgony of latter wx;ting, but there was no way out

and we leagznt the gentle art of writing in large letioxs se
@ as to fill up the pege in doubls quick time, plus many hugs

and kimses., The chooelats box dwindled, the fig and date

baxee smptied, the nuts wers finishad and the Chriatmass bough

was olaar of all parcels, and Twol®th Day errived. HNut until

ol

tho Feast of the Epiphany wexs ths decoratiane xemoved, thie

. -%:

vias o major operation end & very sad ona, Eech plece wes
tapsfully unhooked, sach piage was moge than eszefully stralghtensd
out, folded and tied eecuxaly in a naat littlas bundla and placed
in a box. o baautifuily wera tha littls rows of fans made
_ which had belonged tu mothar's granny, and so diffigult to
fold, bubk woe betide us if thore wae & creasa lsft in them.
Any xemeining box of owesis was put sway untll Egstar, The
monkey nuts wa unthraaded ¥rom the string and ats, the
vomsining orongss atraggled on the mantlepiace, the beama

and the belka wors bave onca wors, end thera we all ware, &

1ittla bit oldst but vsady for anothox yoar of ups and dawns

e
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but continuoua change, contihuous excitumont.

GHAPTER 24, s+ YHE VILLAGE

Liks-sll Noxfolk villagan, 4t wes quita upual %5 walk & mile
br mere and not psa a houss oy a light, OCur village begsn on the
Long Row, & siralght road, wnd the only goad ong ga knaw, it
sasmud to us eo very wilde ap two waggona gould pase without ong
going into tha diteh., 1t came undsr the Dopweds Meirict Gouncll
and was kopt in condition by twe roadman, D,R,D.C. was atamped an
all the {oola end ! once soked what it meant ~ ths answer "My dear
that mean Dig Right B;ap Enllia! " The dlatrict guzveyar wha wap
nicknemsd 'Guy atockinga' would cover the whole of the Dopwade R.D.C.
on a bicyelu,; and as wonn ag he wea spotted peddling xound the
cornsr thn suadmen would bs working at doubls gtrength, slashing
a% tho hedgys with tholr xoep hooks, digging cut the gxoups,
filling u; tha pot holes, scything the verges. After n few worde
and questione Gay Stockings would mount his bika, and aftoy tnuﬁh_
ing of forelocks, thiy aurvn&or atartgd of f bto vigw anathay
village.

The men braasthod a sigh of xoliasf, duwnsd tocla, sat duwm
en tha brow, had s dednk of cold tea, and "Thaes the ind o!
that ow! Beswcaafor g timel?,

Acrons the very wide cowmoon land, running almoat the langth

of the Long Row were four cottages whera livad the farm lobouxora.



iid.

Tharg ving o path leading to these cottagoes, and thiough

all waathers the inhabitants and tradese pseple had to plod
thrauug mud and grasa. The poatman bumped ovar ths tufta of
graes an hie bike like a clown a% e circua, alwayn wihistling.
The paper girl skidding and sliding on $mith & Hona red bika,
and the bn;ar and the butchexr delivexing theiy emall ordexs
found ithast 4o go by foat, Tho little housse with no wates
or eleciricity vore cloan and warm, ail tisd cottagea, noatly

#ll full of ¢hildren, the gardane wexa bright with flowers and

the turkeyw yubblad by the pit whexa tha sels were in an adloining

meadov.

At the other end of the Long Row wee the Hurse Shoea Public
Housp, and naxt to that anothes cottags, which thaugh quita o
partion of 1¢ had fallen down, was accupisd by e Horosmen and hia
wifg, Horzuaa ware the good man's lifs, he was zo ldnd, was Unglae
Tom, with the longust pair nf loga wa gvor saw. Father asid thay

_finishad st hia nock, wa, se childesn triad to futhom 1% out but
couldn't reslly wnke esnae of i, howaver, wa soceptod it 4o one

of fathex's apeciala, end novar mentiongd it outside tﬁa housg,
Uncle Tom died end tha littile old lady bravely ntayed on §n that
broken down old housa, tending har gazden ond loving to talk about
it. ©5he had an emezing aonse of the weathar, and would ba petrifiad

of a thundeswatorm, end ss wo stood at cuy gato, thera she cems
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-down the hill like a littls spock wanding hax way ;n har sistete
in=law, there to opend the night. Ae she papsad by carpying hex
lang bay in which wap an alaxm clock and her night clothass, sha
wiped her continuously weoping sys snd sald "That fure gight
tempestuaus, | thought I'd botter come and atop with Alice®, and
mother would oay "Coms you an' wat down for a littls vhile" which
vould veually hang out for a fow hours., Hugpa enauph that night
thora wauld bs a tempeat, and the next morning nvaxyth;ng epialling
lika Heaven, ths little old ledy would once wmore apjoaz on hez

way hame, cavrylng hes long beg wilh the alezxm clock,

Tuxning fzom tho Lang fow to tha Glasing fload, we pessed
along commoan land on both sides of the road, whore graw tha
uhi#a# grass, minieturs panaiﬂnland tho lovely littla>fluwara with
wiich we made pusies. Theve wes a little piece of gmound which
wae called "Bade Yard", which grew the grase which father usad
tu gut for hay. Ha would teke we in his pony caxt amd ke so happy
making tha hay cocks., It may have been & garden at one tima, ee
a most beautiful Paidens Blush Rose grew in ths hadge and fothex
would sey "Jest you loak et that maw, thera sizn't nothin' te
touch that for boauty®.

Fupther down tho road in a little one up and one down housa
which wes callad Uncls Tom'e Cabin, lived Mes. Rose~an-Noelly,
wa, ag childzen, took it as all cona word, though they wore zeally

mothes end daughter, Spotlessly cleasn thia 1ittla houso and gexdan
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wag, and you could eat off the floor of tha coal shad.
fisgulaxly avary Monday, come wet or fina, the woghing wam hung
on the lina. Feather etitchod ¢alieo drawava flew in the wind
looking iike the apscial aort of flage on sn asvodroms, snd
enowy whits shests and pillowcases would have brought eheme to
anyona with a washing machina,

Further on livad the only shapherd with his kindly wifa
snd sona. Such a kindly asoul ehe was and never an unkind word
did she aay of anyona. Hex large fanily kept her bugy and
thera was always a amall of dumplings on the hail, porkean's
apple or bsef, us wo sppresched the housa., In ths garden gzew
an gnosmous paar tres, a Willlam Pear it was, and thers waes
elwaye one to ba epsxed for any child thai huppsnud to peas
by.

Wheravor thare wers ahwsp thars was mud, it covexad the
voads, and ths weadows were like quagmizea. Tha ghepherd
weoppad himasl? in sacks from head to fuot %o keep dry end
warm as he gat on the brow with his two dogs beside him in
ell waathurs. e could na;thar raad nor wrlta but thet was
ne dragubock to him, he wes an excollant shephexd. A passing
photagraphar looking fox a suitable picturs fox Amistice Day
apotted him with oreok In hand, sustoundad by shegp, and 1t was
the talk of ths village fox woeks sftor thet 'Ow shiphezd had

got hin naame in tho paapext.



Pagt our houge, peat the faom whers we bought our huttax,

and avar the axch on tha right livad tha morpantez, snd next door

to him the Blaockemith, The cerpenter's shop focsd the xoad, and
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€2 wa pasged on Qur way to achool wa would pick up the shavings

all curly which blaw up ths street, and fix them to our hairv,
Thoxe was plenty of wuxk of .evosy kind foxr the coypontsr and his
Yprentici’s OFF he went in ths morning in his pony gard loadad
with planke pattling elong the very atony souds. A large fumily
of voxy pretty childeen he had, faces sluaye shiny, aluays &laan

and itpmasight to hehold them oll witting zound a meal table,

Coffin moking wos ona of the caxpentex's aspzeialities,
come @ daath in the family tha coxpenter wes asnt for undey cover
of darknses, the body slwoys remainsd in the housa, end tha
maaguring up, decision of iinings, end typs of wood being come
plstad, the operation comaanced, All'thrnugh the night tha
éarpantar end hia "prantica’ worked hawmering, sawing, planing

with the light shining out into tha dazkness fom under thu dooz,

In the moxning on our way to school we walked by quiatly,

it

.
R

knowing thet something had 'bin a-gorn on' owing to all the piles
of shavings which lay so surly along the gutters, amd snpther aign
was that one of tha dooes of tho cazpanter's chop was ahut, so ag
not to have the coffin in view of tha passsxs by, Tha bpooa platas

woye sereved on, handles fltted and tha coffin losded onto the cazt

5
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to awald the datkness, when once wozre the houss of mourning
would ba visited, WNot o ghink of 1ight showgd through the
blinda, not a window opan, averyone Qaa drapsd in blakk which
they ﬁad 'kppt by tham', ond no ohe spoke above a whisper.

" Tha body was placad in the coffin which usually laid on the

! Buewewhad waostod

toble, and many s remavk after *The por ow
avay to nothin', thuza gurn’t a mite o' flash an in". The heszae
was byought aut Prom the bapk of the building, the hores had

an axtra rub down and on the day the caerpenter did all the
honoura. Tha mourners all in black walked behind the hsaxas

vith much wesping, end et ths end of the gavemony, the bill wae

aattled with a shilling for o drink,

Uppnalte the carpenisr lived two of the deaveat little
peaple, Aunt Julida and Aunt Polly aa thoy wava known to many.
Aunt Julia was vexry dallcate end spent quits a lot of time
saeting on a couch in ths neatast litile rouwm you evey saw.

The 1ittle glase door was estistically decorated with preased
-yuasswy, Terop ond flowers. The tiny garden burating at the
goans with svery old ¥sohioned bloom Jnaginable, and little
-Aunt Polly in her grey dwesss snd white collar would lsaﬁ aver
tha gate as sho waited fur her two litile cherged from Dr.
Barnavdo's Home, to appear round the Post Office corner holding

handa. 5he gave happinses tn meny o little home ghild, and sqd

Tk
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thay weze to leave hew.

Thzough the strsat and up the Chestnub Avenus, and

urkler @ sprssding chestnut tras was the Hlackemith's ahop =

the smithy edjoingd tha Chaquexs Inn which waa vory handy

for those wholbwught o hores to ba shod « Nedghbour Resva

»

as he was collad, was a very gentla man, and thoxs ha

atood et tha Smithy doox 4n his lpather zpron, his hendsoms face

omgaged with smoks, smiling awey end alweys rysady fox

a gowaips, The yord wes full of bindexa, haxznuwg,

huxdies, plaughs, old bite of iron, end the whole place

S

S e

At

amolt of horses! hoovaa.

T

=

Ths horsas were driven into the shed adjeindng the

fozga, wach glven & nosa bag, and Hr;ﬂaaua atanding to

ona side of the hoywa, "Come on, git up” and the hozas

@ 1ifted 1te foot to ba ewxemined, vesting it on the

Sleckamith'a knea, Having pulled off the old shos and

prizad out the spaze nails,; he than woskod the balluwa,

the figa gxew radday and hotter, in went the baz of dxon

gnd when it was "Pi%Y cut 3t came to be hammered into

shepa on the envil. 'Pingl's Tap! , Ping! = Tapl ' Tha

apacka flow. After thie it was plungad into e couppez full

af cold water Yto cule oxf a bit' and then with a aizzling

e
SR S



aound snd s amoll of hot horn and a "Mup' tha hoyase
.faut wan galedd und the ohos tried for size. Tha gene
pracedurs on the othop foot, Within the Ghequoza thepa
would be plenty of laughtoz, tha wan aitzing on tha

auttlo with their mugs of bacr at four panga a pint,

i
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and e few ponies tatherad with their caxto to the xail

outaide opoeially eracted foy tho purposel Dealeza,
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@ farmegza, xag end bons mon, hawkese ond aucualonally a

moat beautiful atallion dockad with brasess bzeids and
ribbong tisd to ths bagk of a'cart, we knaw it osmg From

somshwers neaxby but vy, we navar ooked end naver knaw.

And there from the window "Gad styike me dead if I'm

tollin & lig" "Wy Blagat" "They tell we ow 80 on'so hat

€§9  gotter git out o' his house cum Hishaslman, well he

Yont taake a lot ot mavin', haven't got np moxa 'R a

cart full ot fanndtusa, they aay he lay rough moot o' the
tima, Gottor ga to tha Unjan accozdin' o what I can hpax"

ard mo the telk went on, all amounting to nothing, but a

very pleszaaint way of epanding an hour.

Abput twe miles from our house se thn oxow flisa wa

st
Al
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could aes the top of Glesing Mill, the old geils grinding

b T e

ewsy an windy daya. Hothax bought har floux in ten stons

aatks, en did quits s numbor of poople.  The milley was a vexy
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tall man and as #iny childron we thought hs must be a
glant, The flour was dslivered by horse and cart and
Hapxis, Hiller, Ciauing, was printed on the sidas. Ni%hrths
aack on hip buek he would open the back door and plonk
tha flour on the dyssser, alslaud of ?ins dust araee on

L

tha impart. "Thera you avxs na'am. " and he would laan p
"

his aim on the top of the door and tall mother ths nisws \
of his family. As evon as ha had gone nmothex would get up i
on a atanl‘and with her whole body shaking sift enough f
flour foy the next beking, as "You novazx know what git into |
14" aaid mothar. : kl o
EHAPTER 22 = UNGLE GEORGE.
Though ws took great caze of our feotweer and ;hangad [ \

it ap noon sy wa reached homa, thae very zough roads of fifty

ysars agn very guickly wogs out the golas, and so we had to

i e,

—

muke ragular viaite to Unele Georgs, otherwise 'Shindy Coopax!

the shoemakox, MHother gave us inatzuttions as to what was

%o be done, & pateh hoss, a new tuscap, a fuw brade and

hobnaile, a tip on the heel, end "Du you be carsful how you

epask and keep yourswelves tidy" eaid mether. Ws pet off forx
achopl with & bag af fostwear being owung round and trailed
on the grasa, and quite looked foxwsed tu assing Uncle Gaoxgse.

After school off we trundled to the other end of the village,
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utopping on the way to pick whito violats, or adaixe the
beautiful king cupa which graw in tha wet part of tha schonl
meadow = or during tha season picking olose and nuta which
graw Just ovay tho ™alkera Arch", ond past Liza Wolght's
cott;ga. Unole George and Aunt Phyllde lived in & cotiage
appasit; tha zoetery. ELverything wos perfect in that franti
gardan; firet the naat 1itile gate elways cerefully shui, and"
then an uphdll path besdide which graw tha Tinest box hedgs
ws had over ssen, 1t was ao high and sbout two feat thick, \
and paxfactly txiemod, and as we walled slung we gently shook
it end Pzom one ond to thu othser it shivorsd like a J?lly. } Ix
Round the cornar we went and thgra was Uncla Geowga's shop 1
ot tha and of the cottage. Theza wexs helf dooxs and the
top balf was usually opon, end by stending on nﬁr toea wa gould
pegr ovar the bottom hal?., Thore sat nll twanty etona of
Uncle George on a hard old bench, with o last batwasn hia

kngea, surroundsd by his tools of trada, On hia hends he woxe

thick leathex guexds to protoct them fyom bsing cut by tha

wered thraadoe, ms he mewsd tho anles and tha patches by hand.

At hia feet wan a thres lagysd ceuldron in which ha sogkad

placea af loather, and on a ahelf drying off would be o row

of newly mada ox repaizad bgots snd shopa. A lomon a day was

brought to him by Aunt Phyllls, end this Uncle Geesge would

suck at intesvsls, He was such s happy wmen end would sit
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hemmuzing away, his mouth full of naile, end never & migs hit,

oF tdagy whon his nouth was umpty, ainging 'Dispoaor Supreme! -

and then lgok up to sas thong Pscas psaring oves the dagz. "Hello

Hally, Lozdy, bordy, look whosa hgxs, sll Codlia's gals, oona on

ind" (Hy, fathor was known ga 'Collis Brighton')

"Plesau Unclo Goorga,

«

Hothor said will you mand thesa, and ﬂ

please cen wa have that palx by Saturday night?®  myg1) now,

le's have 4 laok, sot you down a minutel® and aftor we had pge !

paatad mothexts inptzugtians thera would surely ba & mallow gpple,

pexheps a0 big that with hig handg he would broak 1t into fouz.

Uncle Gaoxga's epplen would seum o et untll the fnllowing

g3anan,

Then along coma Aunt Phyllis eg kindly, with her offera

of rad bawt, csbhages, lettuces for Aunt Ettie, “And Ive ringad

them a0 thoy want take too much watar, and would you lika a bunch

ﬂf f1owa=a?“ OF courea wa would, and how happily ve went homa with

all those lovaly goodiea, and how hoppily mother fatched vatey from

the pit faox washing the vegatables, Dose Uncle Gooxgn was vary

epecial, 89 wore 8o meny othoxs in vux little villoge, kindly,

heppy, eantontod, an occenions a bit of scandal, but ths boot

pleca in the warld to live 83 a8 child,

Md 1in the last sinty yasry havs disappeored the Horawshnog
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and the Chequers Inn, tha Dlacksmith, the Cevpanter, the Miller

tha Lfobler, the Post Office und the shop.

AND' AS THE YEARS ROLL BY,
WITH JOINTG RHEUMATICY -
FOR YOUTHFUL DAYS QE 516H
UPDN THE GﬂAéﬁ TO0 LIE

A=GAZING AT THE GKY.
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