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Looking back,I!'ve o¢uen'wondered if I was the youngest trade union
repregsentative ever. In 1909,at the age of 15 I began work in a North
London printing firm,to work with other girls on envelope folding machines
recentbly imported TLrom Germany. They were so rapid that the firm's other
employeeg had refuged to transier from machines They were used to.

They were scared,but we greenhorns knew nothing of thig,and ag work
wag a0 scarce we were only too glad to accepb a job,easpecially when
lgood prospecta! were promised. We gtarted at the magnificent sum ol

four shillings a week.

Jith a shilling rise on each birthday my wages had risen to gix
shillings when I was 17, Our request for further increases was reifused
three times,so we decided to strike,although we had no idea what Uhis
would mean.

When the firm's compositors heard what had h&ppened they contacted
their Union,asking.for help Lo be_sent”to us,although we were not members
of’ any Urade unilon. Unaware ol thig we stood dejectedly outside ﬁhe a0 lic]

I
factory Uhe next morning.

About nine o'clock a tall young woman bGurned the corner. She wag
idsa llary lMacarthur,who,we learned later had already done much for
swaated women workerg. e cheered up when she explained bthat she hdl
come Go help us,sand listened attentively to her instructions,which,she
promised,would mean a quick return to work.

Our iirm were Government conbractors,and if our conditions becaime
known to the authorities,they would probably lose their orders.

She left ug after promiging bto continue to help us behind the scenes,

es ghe was in touch with our composgitors by phone.
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1950, Y PIRST STRIKE.

During the day the firm's represenbative appeared three times ,and
tpied Lo persuade ug bo return,but acting on liss Macarthurts instructions,
Wo refused to go in until an agreenment had heen drawn up to sabtisly our
demand g,

On the last occasion he assured us that it wasg ready to be signed
inside the Tactory,but on reaching our deparbment we were ordered Uo abart
vork at once. We refused,bub had to wall several hours before the

document arrived. Obviously it had not been ready. We had won the
50% increase in wages We had asked for,and a promise of congideration of
all conditionsg in the Tuture.

Naturally we were elated and gbarted our machines immediabtely,

21 though, by to-day's sbandardg,our weges were =Uill migerably low.

Mine had risen to nine shillings a weeke

when we had fully recovered from the surprise of our success,We
formed a branch of the Natlonal Pederabion of Women Workers,and 1 was
elected to repregent my colleagues. Our committee met regularly to
discuss any complaints. Ag bhe youngest member T said 1itble becauge L1
realised [ had much to learn if I was to of real use to Them.

L Tew months later I waa invited Uo vigit Lord Rothncniid!s satate
at Wendover,near Tring in Horbtfordshirve ,with about two hundred trade union
repregentatives.

e were met at the station by the most heterogensous assortment of
vehiclesg I've ever seen,from small dog carts to hold a couple,to labje
brakes whichkould take Lwenby or moree.

When we reached the magnificent gabes we atill had to go a long way
through the beautiful park before we reached the huge marquee prepared

for our receplione



















