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CTHE PﬁS&E"DAKﬁB‘OF PETER ELLIOTT
{Gompilad 27 December 1968)

PE‘I‘ iR ELLIOTT : L

vPETBR bLLIOTT wap born ca . 1?56
‘He was burried at Hooe Sussex 1k Fay 1823 ared 87
~There 48 no ¥ill indexed in the irchdeaconry of Lewes recorﬂs at
_ Last Sussex Record Office.

fie warricé at Hooe Sussex 21 April 1768 Sarah COLLIRS L
' Sarah wes baptised at Hooe 19 October 1746 dau of Thomas CGLLINS
and his 'wife Elizabeth
Thomas COLLINS and Elizabeth HEPHAM were married at hinfiel
»'Bussex Y Hay 1745 .
iﬁarahéwas ‘burried at Hooe 25 Feb 1821 aged 74

i

FIBsue .

1 JOHN  baptised St Feters Pexhill 29 Apr 1768

2 - Sarah " " " 2 hpr 1771

. % Sarah ' " " n 13 Aup 1775

4 Sussnnah " Bt Oswaic Yooe 6 Jan 1986 -

5 Mary " . " 22 Jan 1787

1 JORK EFLLIOTT sa&ee over

2 BSarah - probably died young as 3 was olso named Sarah
"% Barah = there is a marriage recorded in Hooe T'arish Register

Transcripts = 26 Apr 1801 Renjamin BEAL married Sarah Elliott
Penjamin beal burFied et Hooe 19 Feb 1828 aged 52
L Susannah - there is a burial ot Pooe Jor 1806 which may be her
5 Hary marrieé Robert STRIDE at St Oswald Foor 1 Jan 1818
no known issue -
Vary wac burried 23 Sept 1832
Robert STRIDE died 6 Fay 1855 both are burgied at'St laters-
Bexhill
Robert STRINE left a Will Archdeaconry of lewes Records at
taBt Sussex Record Office Probate 10 hay 1856. He left hie
Freehold (which was the villapge stores) which he called
STRIDES CASTLE consisting of three dwelling houses and a
warehouse together with a gquarter of an acre of gearden
- also & nearby house nemed Cannon Cottege « to his neice
Bophia 5TRIDE. He hed a nephevw Edward STRIDE, he was left
nothings The Elliott,s are not mentioned in the Will,
One yeor later Alfred Leaney ELLIOTT wrote his Will ( which
_ was probated in 1889), -leaving what appears to be the same
‘ﬁpraperty - 1eas Canndn Gottage » t0 his wife,




~ THE DESCERDANTS OF PETER FLLIOPT cont'd
. JOHN ELLIOTT

Gﬁﬂ ELLIOT@ was baptired at 8¢ ?atera Bexhill Sussex 29 Apr 1768

on of PRTER BLLIOTT and his wife Saradl w formerly: GGLLIN

>hn “died at Little Common Bexhill 10 Des 4850 o

I searched for his Will at the Principal Probate Registry and also

at Bast Sussex Record Office without success

“He married (date, place and maiden name not known) Hartha {poasivly

~LEAKEY)

“Phere is a Hartha baptized at Burwash 1 Kar 1776 Hartha dau of

John and Hartha Leaney

- Hartha dded at Little Common Bexhill 8 Jan 1852 _
Peter BLLIOT. witnessed his sone marriapge at looe in 1835. He is

recorded in 1841 Census veturn and glves his occupation ae an

agricultural labourer. He was resident of Hooe district 1810 to 1819

cvand as-a resident of Little Nommon they lived close to Cannon

cottage which was topographically in the centre of the village,

Issue
1 Alfr<d Leaney " Baptised St Oswald Hooe 1% ¥ay 1810
2 Thomas " " 15 Har 1812
3  Edward "o " 19 Dec 1813
4 Hareiet Elizabeth L " 18 reb 1816
5 Susennah " n 21 Feb 1819
1 ALFRED LhAhBY ELLIOTT gee over
2 Thomas married Faith .and had isesue

Y Haria Baptised 1834

b Thonas " 1836

c Sarah " 2 Jun 1838

d Gebrge n 20 Dec 1840

e Edward ¥William n 11Jan 1843

%  Edward married at 5t Oswald Heooe 30 May 1835 Jemima VIDLER
witnessed by dohn Elliott and Harriet BElliott ANXD hed issue
8 Alfred Vicler Baptised 3 Apr 1836
¥ Edwin Stride " 15 Apr 1838
- a1ll 6f whom were living at leos recorded in Census %851
Harriet » witnessed her brothers marriasge at Nooe 1835

nothing else known -

Susanah .
i e ’ ™~



on ahn JLLIOTT ana bis wife Fartha i
‘He dieﬁ_"ﬁ_ﬂuly 1889 at Little Common Bexhill and wes bur;
'St Marks ourchyard - no memorial stone ‘
Wrote his Will 1856 Probate p,p-r 9880 - - SRR
" He requested to bé buried without upneccessary expense. ' Be left
" his Freehold store and house (the village stores)value £1556 with
.. stock in trade and furniture to hie wife. witnesaes to the Will
George Gillham and John Plusb
‘He married at St Nicholas Brighton Suesex 21 July 1841 Bareh Aum
CRAMP dau of Jury CiakF & farrier, address given i1 Gardener B%t.
- The ceremony was witnessed by James Tate and Hary liarriet Cramp.
- Bapph Ann wes born at Bexhill 4n 1815 ° -
- fhe wap very generous to the church and 8a1vat1on‘ﬁrmy.
‘Sapah Ann died et Little Common Bexhill -2 June 1899 &ged B4
She dié not make & Will,

Issue

1 Kary Born Little Common 1845
2 ‘Martha " n 1847
% Anne Bapt. 8¢ Peters Bexhill 13 Jun 1850
o Richard Born ‘Little Conmmon - 15 Apr 1853
5 Robert " L ce 1854
1 Mary died unmarried

2 Kartha nmarried Benjamin RURTON and had issue :

& Daisy Born 1872
Daisy Burton married William PITT

1o known issue
Harthe was bduried at St Marks Little Common = 20 sept 4889

Anne died un married after 1910

"RICEARD ELLIOTT SEE over

Rébert married Annie CRUTTENDEE she died L1921 apged 62

po knewn iasue

‘Robert dled 1931. “aged 75
“They are both buried at 5% ﬁarks Little Common,
there is a small m&merial gtane. ‘
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THE DESCENDANTS OF PETER ELLIOTT cont'd

RICHARD ELLIOTT

IGB&HD ELLIOTT was borm 15 April 1853 at Little chmpa Baptised
at 8% Poters Bexhill 2 Oot, 1853 son of Alfred Leaney ELLI@QT
and ‘his ‘wife Sarah Ann formerly CRA HP LT
Richard died 18 Aug 1922 at Ingleton Litile Common and is buried
T pt Bt Harke Little Common, there is no memorisl stone
" Wrote his Will 1910 Probate P,P.R. 1923

“He left everything to his wife value £1123

~ “He married in Eastbourne Sussex 20 July 1881 Panny Elphic dau of
" Henwy ELPHICK a farm labourer of Hlooe Sussex, The ceremony was
. witnossed by Charles and Mary ELPEICK
 Fanny was born at Hellingly Sussex in 1850. One of o large family
~Fanny died at Hastings 11 December 1937 '
~8he wrote her Will 1925 Probmte F.P.R., 1938
Bhe left her estete to her four children

Richard Blliott lived 4in Little Common Bexhill all his life. FHe o
owned and ran the Village Stores, nearly all types of goods were

~gold, it wes also the Sub Post Office for a time. After his

marriage he took up residence at Eden Cottage The Twitten little-

Commen close 0 the Village Stores, After the death of his mother

Sapah Ann Elliott he moved into the living accomodation at the SHtore

vhich was then calledIngleton after a distent relative, VIS8 7 July

1800 Thomas INGLETON married Jane CRAMP at looe.

Iseue

1 Alfred Henry Born Little Common 4882
2 Ildly u " 1884
3. Ediward Themas n u 4885
& ¥alter John Fugene " n 4890
4 Alfrec Henry wmerried Amy LEADBEATER and bed issue

-1 Renald Born &t Bexhill
Ronald married Gladys and had issue
& Christine Elizabeth Born 1947
b Pauline Susan H 1953
Alfred Henry married 2ndly Ada Haylor and had issue
(a) Kenneth Born _Dec 1922
‘Kenneth married Barbara 1944

“Hoknown Lepue
1ily married at 6% Merks L4ttle Commpn Leslie FERRIN 1927
-Lily died a% Little Gaﬁﬁan ;;: . §§ Oct 1@67

Tu% ﬁarka Little Gommon 27 Aag ﬂ91?7
fmgs'EZLLﬁAR 3aweller a“ Little

fSﬁward Thﬂaas marriadh
”'illian Gillham day af
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1890 -~ 1805

ﬂHILBﬁOOD

" “the local. ﬁewﬂpaper--whe Eaxhill Observer but whether 6T ‘no _ﬁnst
gontt ‘know. Dr.Wallis at my birth t61d Mother that I had a aiight
: defect but that I would probahly outgrow it 2t about seven yeare of
‘age = which I did, Dr.Wallie also said mother must watch out for any
‘trouble when I began 4o run about « she did « so my troubles started
-straight awvay end sometimes vhen feelinp n bit dispondent I think its
.. “trouble, trouble all the time but ohe ¥ine deay I hope 4o change all
., ~this, Mother once told me that as I 1&16 in my credle, which was en
" “the fleoor, a cold draught affected my .right eye, it became Rll
~swollen ‘and inflamed and wae closed yight up for quite sometime, she
- bathed ‘it with werm milk, DI», Yallis said that a mild electric shock
might help to open it but wmother would have none of that as 4t would
hurt me, Eventually between them they got it to open but it lefi me
vwith a drooping eyelids, When I was & year old mother had & serious
attack of bronchitis and was not eble to attend to all my troubles so
krg.tiatthevs a kind friend of my Parents took charre of me, I'r.& Mrs.
¥atthows lived at 25 Vilwerd Road Hastings, how long T was with them
T don't know, KreMatthews had been Chief Officer of the Cosstguards
‘stationed at S luice and while there opened a Mission Hall, Pa used
to go thers often on Sundays to play the harmonium and Lily ¢id teo
when she was old enough, One of my earliest memories is of Jack
Freoeman the Little Common coalman who cmlled every Saturday morning
with a bag of coal, Ma always paid him with a Florin - two shilling
picce = which he held between his teeth while he was getting his
money bag out of his trousers pocket, this was & leather bag,
attached vas & brass ring which fitted over the mouth of the bag,
thie ring used $to0 shine like burnished gold, I also remember,before
I could walk, going around the kitchen on my hands a&nd knees, my
~favourite place was cloce to the fireguard where I could watch the
redhot cinders f£all then when they had cooled down, there was just
~roonm for me €& get my hand throuwgh the guard, I picked ome up and
into my mouth it went &nd I crunched it between my teeth, Ka would
say, "Oh you manghty bey", then with handkerchief over her finger
would rake 4t 81} out, As 2 ¢hild in evms I remember Ma teking me
‘o @hapel ore Sunday afternoon, when the sermon sterted she popped
a sweet into my mouth to keep me quiet but unfertunally a wasp
settlod on my . cheek, when I put my hand on it, it stung By cheek,
mid loud yelle I was hastily removed to a cettage nearby where
unt Lapgley - ﬁa‘a Eister - 1£ved,and hadnthe ‘Blne bag‘ applied
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- Continued

?ﬂwéhq% have Had éﬁﬁarééﬂuﬁé .@§‘¥§ié;periad of-@yﬂiffangffIaééry'
glearly remember golng in the ‘cart with'him once, and once only, ‘te

Bexhill and 5idleys Afterwards he used -to tuke me on his bloyele, he

“did this several times to get the Shop erders from various customers
‘He. took me to & house at the top of Belle Hill which hed been struck
by lightening elso to a pair of houses near the Church in 014 “Town

~ “which he called 'Two Houaes'!, here I savw.m lady vorking a sewing
~machine with her feet, threading the needle with the toes of her left

.. ~foot and turning the handle with her rightffoot, it was an smazing

sight, I do not remember snything about her erms they may have been
paralysed or missing .eltogher, By pgaze was centred entirely on her

eet, they moved lightly, speedily with precision and dexteritye.

wen 1 Teally-started running around both indoors and out I soon palled

E'ji’&;}?"!n_n‘tl.'tt_af'-t:he boy next deor named Fred Gillhem, he was one of a large

‘family of ¥r, and Hrs, Stephen Gillham. There wae Harry, Francis,

- Nellie, Annie, Flo, Fred, Eadie, George, Daisey, Peggy and Len, I
think that's all of them, Their bouse 'Peach Cottage' was joined to

Eden Cottage but was much larger. On the far ¢nd wae the Mangle house
The mangle was a contraption the like of which I have never seen in all
my 1ife since, it was a massive thing, The bottom part wes a very solid
table ebout twelve feot long and five or six feet wide with a very
polished top, above was & big box or cese the same size as the table
about two feet deep which contained huge pebdbles from Cooden beache
There wae & handle on the side which vhen turned moved the big case to
and fro, when it reached the limit of distance one end would tip wup
sbout one foot, There were three big wooden rollers all polished

about five feot long and six inches in dlameter, To do the mangling

a big blanket was laid out flat on to a near by table, then the sheetis
.on to the blanket also all of the smaller things, pillow cases,towels,

?:Jshirts,panta,laéya under wear, the lot, Then & roller wac put on at

ne end and rolled along with the clothes all round it. Then it was
laced a8 near as possible on to the centre of the sirong table under

“Uhhe end of the big case which was tilted up, now the hendle was turned
when the other end of the case tilted up another roll of washing was
“’put under that ends One had to teke great care to see that the roll

‘8f clothes wap put the correct way round or you would .find when the
‘ease came back and tipped up the roller would be exposed and the
ashing all spread out on the big table which sometimes caused a few
glggles among the various wives who hed brought their washing to be




1890 = 1895 . PAGE 3

GHILDHOOD QContinued

n Sundsys ve all went to Chapel; it waz 8 small building with a slate
tiled roof and tared black walls outside, it was situated in Ses Road.
Pa_prastically ran the ‘lot. Ye played the hermonium wes Superintendant
-ofthe Sunday Bchool and was Leader of the Temperance Guide. The Sunday
‘School: met every Sunday morning, there was Chapel Service at 2«30 and
again at © s 80 you sece I was taught to go to Chapel three times on
“Sundays, The Preachers came from Bexhill, St. Leonards, Wastings,
.- 'Ninfield, and one brave man from Dalington, 15 miles from Little Common
o -and he walked both coming end returning, there werc no buses in those
. dpyse -After the evening Service mome of the Preachere liked to hold an
'jfoutdbor meeting on the Village Greon in the summer time go the harmonium
. vwascarried there by helpful friende then wc spsntasnother half an hour
“ginging bymns end listening to the Preacher. 4%t ome of these sessions
““Galeb Bmith the Villapge butceher walked by on his way to the Wheatsheaf
“ané I heard him say, "Who is that juggering lot",« that was his special
‘avear vord, Un our way home from Chapel in the evening we often called
in to see Grandma £Iliott, she lived in the house adjoining the shop, it
wvag named Strides Castle, she owned the shop too, which came into the
hande of trandpa, Alfred Leansy, after Uncle Strice died, Grandpa dled
before 1 was born, I have since been told that the Gillham Family have
in their keeping e receipted Bill made out by Robert Stride for goods
supplied to George Gillham Sene dated 1818, Robert Stride owned
Cannon Cotiage = where the new Fank Building stands today = By Pa tolad
me that he named the house Cannon Cottage because at about the time he
bought it the Artillary arrived st Cooden Down end shot and demolighed
the Hattello Tower that once stood at Cooden, Jjust for firing practisce.
'y Parentas, Aunt Marm, Aunt Annie and Uncle Bob, when spesking of
Robert Stride, called him Uncle Stride but I am not eure if they were
related, Anyway Uncle Stride erccted & fence or hedge to enclose Cannon
Cottege with the Shop, I suppose one weuld call it Squatters Rights, but
this aleo enclosed the western end of The Twitton, = vhich was, and stil
is today, = & narrow roadway ite Fastern end terminsted by the smchool,
He turned this lend into & big yarde for his merchandise, some of the
things stored 4n the yard were Ropes and Yarn. Tallov and Bears grease,
‘The Villagers would not be done out of their 'Right of way' and soon
_broke gaps in the hedge, in my young days there was no sign that the
- Jend had ever been onclosed, it was Just a patch of pgress,
~ For the annunl Bunday School Outing Pa usually took us to
i Hepstrmonboaur Castle, where the Observetory is today, we travelled in
Sargents furniture vene and when Mrs, Hatthews children from Slulce
doined ip with ue, we hdd Nittens van elso, We boye soon found our way
ap the steps which went round and round inside of the towers and along
“the underground passages, Pa with quite a number of others went on
helr bicyeles, I d41d oo when I was olders A huge country tea was N
ays‘spread ant on &eag tables whiah i am stre we aid gmple jaatice o

i ; if“"* ag of the énd fer OOf 9&,_f=
' o nis Litetin
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CHILDHOGOD ﬁantlnued

1 have mentioned stephenfniigh” :he ‘had three brothera, wga, ¥illiam
and’ ?hama&. they all wa?ka' ther as Builders and ‘Contragtors. One of
the- Jébe “they did wes ‘to put ‘new groins « Brakewaters » il Cooden sea
share .ae ‘the sea was sncromchifig and washing ell “the beach, 2liff and
S iyead away. I mention these groins now ss.it affected me vhen T.started

‘my first job, The Father of Gillham Bros, was George Gillham $ene people
sealled him Shopman Gillham because of his building abiltties,hin his

. younger days be was well in with. the lLittle Common Smuglers, he kept the
pocount books. George Gillham Juns had one son ¥illiem, William hie
‘brother had a son Ralph and three daughters, Veda, Dorothy and Roma,

- fThomes haed twin girle, May and Lily aleo Alice, so you see with all
‘“{hege (illham's I had no bother to find playmatens Le played hide and
eek ip Gillhaw's big sheds which contained ladders, planks, wheelbarrow
S 7rsmd a1l -euch buillding materials not forgetting buckets of tar, tar

" %rushes and whitewash, we got plastered with the stuff, Fred was

sometimes afraid to go home in case he rot a spanking so he made me go
with him s0 that his Ma could pgee that I was in as bad a state as he was
then she would laugh at us. Sometimes about nid morning Fred would
suggest that we ashk our Ma for a plece of cake, then we would change the
ceke over, he wvould eat mine and I his, One morning when I had got my
cake I was holding it behind my back waiting for Fre: at his back door,
“his Ma came out with him and seid ‘o me 'I suppose you want a plece of
cake too', Fred said "Ho, hc has got a piece of his Ma's , now we are
chenging ovor ag I like his better than yours", then his Va ashed mne
which cake I likec, T esid "Oh yours ie much the bests, On a Sunday
morning 1 was sll dressed up in my brown velvet blouse with lace coller
.and knickerbockers waiting to go to Sunday Schooel whe' Frad's Pa came
along and said "What little girl is this", you see Reader, Ha 4id my
hair up in ringlet curles which hung about ny face, I'red was nine

monthe younger than me but he started day fchool before 1 did.

My Parente had a photo of our family taken by Fmil Vieler in Bexhill
shouing off my curlee, soon after this they were all cut off end I
-started School,

BCHOOL DAYS w» THE VILLAGE =« and OHOP

Frxday night we children used to call 'Bringing up night'! when we could

- choose anything irn the shop we liked such ac Chocolete cream, l.iguorice,

. .Prise phckets, Sherbert asuckers, Czar't favourites etce I expect Pa got
is wage packet on that day. The new boys in the Infant Class vere all
iven & Text from the Eidle to learn which had te be repeated each
orning to Mise Kate Havkine ony Teacher, Fredis text was "Ye love Him
suse He first loved ue’, what my text wes I have not the falntest
i8e The Infants were in the ssme building as the other mcholars
'her wos a.roll down ecreen %o partition us off. Ve ‘yeed slaﬁaa
;penciia ta ée eur writing and gnma, there is little elae -
ay ﬁhen we
d pne, - Therse .



1895 w 1504 PAGE 5
BCHOOL DAYS & THE VILLAGE & .and SHOP L |

#ald had three brothers %ho were left 1n the Infents ‘pamed Regin&ld.
rehibald ‘and Donalds The girls were Phylis Duke, the Gillham Twins,
Elsiec Wood and Polly Chester; the Lampelighters daughtey, There were
en or twelve oll lamps round about the Village which M, Chester had to
ight, tris and extinguish, one oould see him each evening starting out
‘#ith his ladder on hie shoulder to do hie daily dozen, One night he had

just put out the lamp near the Denbeipgh Hotel vwhen Jessie Bpray the

postman csme round the ¢orner or his bicycle and ran inte the ladder

4throwing Mre Chester to the ground, unfortunally he susteined & broken

“legs Writing of Mr, Chester with his long white hair, beard and sides

- boards remindes me of another man who we calied 0ld Jack, I believe he
- 'peme from Hestings, he was & regular visitor to the Village, He had
- wkite hair closely crepped with a stubby beard about & week old, his

" ~he&d looked like & white -football which is used now adays for evening
matches, He carried a huge basket the shape of an onion with a strap
pver his shoulder, Sometimes hie basket contained orances which he sold
twenty for a shilling, then in the Autumn it wis crammed full with
bloaters, Ha nearly slvaye bought seme of his blonters at three he'pence
each, we kids went mad over them, but the trouble here was A){ slways
wanted one with & hard ree, should it soc happen that there wes only one
with a hard roe out of the half dogen bought then Ted and T moaned a bit
because we wanted hard roes too, Not long sfter I had sterted school we
moved from Eden Cottage down to Grandma's house becnusge Grandma died she
wes 84 years old., bPefore she died ve grandchildren were taken te her
bedroon by Pa and Aunt Narn - Fary « Pats sieter, Aunt Marm said the Dr,
had asked Grandma if lying in bed so long wis she troubled with cranp,
Grandma had exclaimed “"Cramp, I've had it all my 1life'", the Drs looked
puzled and Aunt Marm had to explain that Grandma's maliden name was Cramp
Grandma cellec AL up to the bed then said to him "I have got something
for you, hold out your hand', she gave him five golden sovereigns, then
Lily had to go %o her and she received the same amount in gold and Ted
$00. Then it came to my turn and Grandma said, "Because you are the
little one I will give you six only two of them are half sovercigns,
Pear Grendme I loved her very mush. « -~ How that we had moved .-to
" Btrides Cpstle, me, being an inquisitive kid, eas most children are, !
-soon found my way into the Shop. Over the shop windows were the words

- GROCER ELLIOTT DRAPER, Pa had managed it for Qrandma 4t was the
Village Stores they sold practislly everything except bread and meat,

In those days wost thinge came in bulk form, sugar and moda in one ewt,
‘bags, vinegar and paraffin -in barells, black treacle ir casks; salt in
~bars sbout & yard long and a foot square, tealin boxes, coffee came in
ele beans s had to be ground, there was what was called the Spiee
gomy in it were grinding sachines for bleck end white pepper, cinamon,
loves and other spicesy it smel$ beautdiful 4in there but in time these

ahines were &ll scrapped -ab the various things became obisinable
alraeady ground in tins and p&aketa. ‘Eventually this room was clearaa
pght out, the Floor. waaflewerea to give more head room, then '
nto our ?arlaurﬁwhere Liyyis ano stood, nf course this 5éh5
by ‘the ﬁilihﬁﬁ Bra '
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"SHOP - amd  AUNT ANNIE |
unt Annie ran the Drapery side ef the business, On numerahla shelves

were rolls of Flannel, Flannelette, :Cnlico,= bleached and ‘inbleached,
urtain vateral, Hessian, Green Baizey, 'Tinsell, Ribbon, Buttone and bows

‘Pins, Safety pins, Needles, Boots and-Bhoes, Hobneiled boots, Laces of
‘all kinds, Yool, Mending wool, Brushes, Pots and pans, Crockery of all
kinds both for under the bed and in the bed itself, One special in the

bed kind was never sold but kept epart and lent out to all and sundry,
rich and poor alike in cmrses of illness, Other things sold wereCorduray

- trousers, Beehives and Gents Suits made to measure. There was & small

Chemistry shelf on which stood Brisleys Cough mixture, Balsome of

- :Annieced, Friars Palesam, Rhubarb, Dandelion, Daffis, Tallue and Sqills,
. Jppioucuanns wine, Sweet spirit of Nitre and other remedys including
- ‘Epsom Salts and Pills of every discription, After our midday nmesl
" Aunt Annic nearly slways had a walk round the big garden, her

Constitutional she oalled ity if it was at all wet and muddy she would
put on her mackintosh, clogs and hat, Yes, her hat, how can anyone
deecribe anything when it i{s undescribable, this hat of Aunt Anrie's
wae let me say a lady's version of & SoutWester with a black ridbbon

bow at the side. One could hear the ¢lack, clack, clackity clack of her
clogs as she moved around the garden, I have mentioned some of my
deficences, poor Aunt Annie wae endowed with some too, I must tell you
two of them, She haé @ slight affection of St, Vitises dance, her head
moved forward then suddenly upwards and backwardss. She also had
tHightmares', Ted and I slept in the bedroom adjoining hers so we

heard all about it, It started with a soft lov tone sort of moan, then
gradually got quicker and quicker with the tone getting higher and
nigher finishing with almost & sc¢rsam, Aunt Annie had a fair complectio
gdrenk milk and water only,spoke szoftly putting great emphasis on the
words she thought important., She left the shop before the first Vorld
¥er and settled with Aunt Marm in Bexhill,

- o e o B e -

SROP and AUNT MARM

Aunt Marm ran the Sub Post Office for this too was in & corner of the
Shop using part of the Drapery Counter, Bhe was & 'Bit of & lad' es

they Bay and talked & lot, men customers liked to talk and Joke with

her, if she was not about when they came in they would say 'Where's

. Herm, She must have been Post Master & long time before I was born,
. 2% was snid she was the Pfivst and only Pest Baster in the Countrye

The Letter Box for postdng letters wes in the wall of the shop at the

end ndjoining Strides Castle it was the enly one in the Village,

Urlike letter bozes of today which are horizontal it was a verticel

ats On the.ground beneath the slot was a big stone shout eighteen

hep square placed there 4o allow c¢hildren to post thelr letters

s the slot was four or five feet above ground level, Ted and I

bon, watahad Aw ‘ﬁm‘___learing the ;:Mt ‘pox but we were never
. i t . .
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EHOP mnd AUNT MARM

Aunt Marm had vivid auburn hair which hung in ringlet curles around her
ead like mine 4id before I went to school, She had & horror of creepy
rawley things like spiders, beetles and catapillers, One late afternoon
el found & big fat tomd in the pgarden. he picked it up then starte to
Lo “walk away so 1 asked him what he was going to do with it, he said "Come
“ 'and see", We left the garden by the big double doors vhere the horse
‘and cart used to passe through then elong the road a little way and acroe
the front of the shop to the Post box where the bipg toad was
~ ‘euccussfully poked through. As it vas getting near the time for the Post
Zbox t0 Be cleared we went into the shop and stood behind the Drapery
. “counter, ,when Aunt Mera came to clenr the box she srid, "“"What are you
- ‘voys doing this side 6f the counter you know you are not allowed here
- ahile I am sorting Her Majesty's {Queen Victoria) mail", of cvourse we
“" "meid nothing and stood still, She pushed us back & bit and said "Stand
‘back there", then she unlocked the Post box door which was about
eighteen inches square and put her arm down into the aperture which was
211 in darkness, moved her arm around to grasp the letters then she drew
it back again e bit sharpish, "Something moved in thereshe saicd "and it
felt cold mnd clammy", she moved away from the box looking a bit
frightened then she turned and facrd us, "What have you put in there"
she asked, she was now begining $o get into & panic. "You bhad better get
4t ont quick Ted or kr., Collins the Postman will be here before 1 anm
ready for him", Ted grinned at me he knew he had won the day, for he had
been waiting weeks and weeks for Aunt Marm to let him tske the letters
out but she had slvays said "Ne you are not sllowed to touch Her Kajesty
mail", Ted climbed on to the high stool then putting hie head inte the
box reached in end brought out the toad, poor Aunt Marm was now in a
veal panic. I don't remember what happened to the toad butb Aunt Harm
ves too frightened to put her hand into the box so Ted said, “Bhall I
got the letters out funt Marsm", she hed to agree, &s Ted handed them out
she could hardly hold them her hende wers shaking so much. "Bre you sure
you have not left any in there Ted" she said, Ted said, "Yes I have got
them all out, you feel", Ted wae & 'Bit of & lad too's Aunt Narm sorted
the letters then stamped them with the Little Common franking tool, she
tied them up into various bundles and into the bag they went. She tied
the mouth of the bag securely and was putting the red sealing vex over
the knot mlso franking it when George the Posiman cume in. “Hvening Mary
ke said, "Evening George" was Ber reply,you are right or time it's all
ready for you, "ie the senl sot" George asked she put her finger on the
 ~poal then said "Yes it's set hard but still werm it will be alright,
" %hen with another "Evening Hary" "Evening George' he went off on his
iyele to Bexhills As both Hary aud George had been Sworn In - « that is
.aken the Dath before B JaPs ndt to disclose sny private Post Office

usiness, nothing was said of the 1ittle secret between Aunt Harm
& Sedq - o L i




" su0P “and. mvr MARM

ogtinued S

nlé_mentien iots ar thinga abou . : —y,iall yeu
% ono more incidents She came ip fﬁem the garden ‘wearing ‘a big vide
rined straw hat end I noticed a big spider on the brim.so I said “Aunt
_.Merm there's a big spider on your hat, The offect was ‘slestric, she
. .snatched off the hat flung it on the floor then escaped From the room
with a loud yell., I den't remenmber how long she kopt on with the Post
“0ffive jeb but she eventually gave it up, then Uncle Bob Look it over »
more of Uncle Bob later =, Aunt Marm hung around for a bit then got &
. job- at Mrs Cocketts provision stores at Belle Hill Bexhill @as Cashier,
pot.long afterwards she Joined the Salvation Army and in time became
~ ~thely Becretarys I remember one Eapter Sunday morning she got up verly
o iearly, walked two miles into Bexhill and joined in with the 5,A, band
" which marched round the streets at six A,H, with the big drum banging
: singlng Chrietiana Awake malute the happy morn, Sometime after this she
. ¢leared off to the Igle of Wight and lived ai Freshwater., After some
considerable time she returned 4o Little Common and lived in & little
“ranmbling bungalow between the Village pond and the Chapel, There were
‘two such bungalows, she named them Freshwater Cottages. She took in as
“# lodger Sid Pitman who worked at the Baker's shop, Aunt Farm must have
owned these coitages for later on she sold them, Grandma must have left
“fhem to her in her ¥Will, them she bought an annuity of the Salvation
Army and with Aunt Annle settled down in Bexhill, How leng they were
there I just don't know, Aunt Herm must have knocked or injured her
leg in some way for an open sore or abeess developed, she saw the Dr,
but it hung on end on, then somsone told her an Ivy leaf would cure it,
Kow there are twe kinds of Ivy, the three pointed leaf and the five
pointed, ome of ther is polsonous, Poor Aunt Marm must Have used the
peisonous one for she died of blood poisoning,
- o e iy e WG W e w

THE SHOQP

I Reaéer you are becoming bored with my scribbling let me brighten
tieings up with thie word, 'GUNPOWDER', Yes we = I say we because I
was really helping Pa in the shop on Saturdays and after schoel hours

Ve sold gunpowdar, gun caps, wads; number & and 5 shot for muzzle

loading guns, nails one inchto 4 inches, clay pipes ha’ penny cach, 4

apenny, rock brimston,sulphmr, salt peter, Russian glue, Fullers earth,
“eream of tarter, flowsrpots and saucers, light and dark Shag &lso.
irdaeye tokasco, snuffy eipgars, slgarettes, ve vere beginning to
‘become 'Up to date' even mending punctures for George the Postman
and other villagers, ‘I had seen in the shed two 0ld Lisycles which
8 used to ride, the rear. wheelg were inches smaller than the front .
ness “both had sslid yubber tyres, the chains werc one inoh. piten,
lock not roller % Aneh widey aéals sust have ueighed three or
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HOP Comtimued

this Pa bomght of Marchants Cycle Bhop in Bexhill
seoond hand boys éyole with pneunmstic tyres, fixe
geas upger bra front wheel, Teéd and I bought it between nus we
aid &2 each, ‘Here whas trouble once wvore Ted wvanted the sa@dle Well up,
T wanted 1t right down so ‘the seat bolt was continually being unscreved
‘and done up, how many mew bolts we had to have I could not say.-After
some time Alf bought 2 secondhend freewheel cycle, Ted bought his 0ld
ne, I paid Ted £2 then I wae the very proud possessor of my £irst very
own oycle, I was six or seven years old at thal time and was soon viding
‘4o Herstmoncesux Castle with the others on our Sunday School treats and
ever since then Cycles ~have been my Life as you will realise later on,-
“In-the shop Pa taught mwe how to weigh up lump sugar in one and two pound
ggs,604a too, he showed me how to saw up the bars of salt and how to ai
out figs and dates frem big wooden boxes, we used a big skewer for this
_..jobe Currants, Raisons And Sultanas were removed in the ‘samc way then
put into & fine mesh wire sieve, then with clean washed hands were
rubbed around to get the strigs off, this made the hands sore, hslf an
hour of this job was guite enough for me, There was a big dron frame
hanging on the Yarsehouse wall so I asked Pa vhat it was, he told me it
was a Mantrap, it was shaped like a Gin trap for catching rats only very
much biggere He said his father = Alfred Leaney = used to set it up in
the shop every night and attached a cord to a bell in his bedroom,
Burgulars had broken into the shop in Grandpa's time, they got in
“through the pantry window and to deaden the noise of thelr footsteps
they put the rolls of flannel etc. all down on the floor of the shop.
Only a few coppers were taken from the cash drawer but they had a good
grub up with & leg of lamb,potatoes bread pudding etc, Grandpa never
found out who the robbers were., Ted found a pin firing révolver in the
cheese room with a few cartridpes he soon fired them off then dumped
the revolver, One evering My, Hurst J,P. came into the shop and with
M@ood evening Richard" asked for one ounce of light Ghag then put four
pence 6n the counter, at anocther time Mr, Tom Gillhan came in and asked
for half en ounce of *Mane rvuination! then put down two pences
ALf left the shop and got & job at a provision shop at Bodle Street, He
changed around several times, Eastbourne and Epsom were two of the
- placeswhere he worked, He met Amy Lsadbetter at Westonhanger and married
....per there, we all went to the Wedding., When they returned to Bexhill
““they.-hed a son, RONALD, Al? entered the Army in the first World War
gerving'with the Royal Artillary eixty pounders., After the war he vas
n the shop with Ted and Tnele Bob, Yhenever Gipsy's came into the shop
B in and stovdst the corner of the drapery couniter and,
' vkl the Bhélven.of various meychandise to see what was going
she - @av - T a pair of boots who glipped them
CAmmediatly came oul and sald
¢ ‘the Gipey denied 4%, then Ha
ttent, to me she sald "You know
meddntly dropped

¥ry
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‘Another dodge these Gipsy. folk had was at the groocery counter, they

ould may two pennith sugar, two pennith tes, three pennith cheese,

wp ponnith butter. As eaeh pacitet was put on the counter they picked

"4t up and put it into thedr aprom, ther on thoy would go . twe pennith

" 'gheese, three pennith sugar, two pennith tea, one candle etc, etcas, it
al) went into their epron, they were trying to meke Pa forget hovw much

‘stuff they had gots Pa was pretty cult, they never got avay with it,
he had @ small card behind the tins of salmon on the counter and jotted

- down the figures then if there was any arguement he told them to turn
‘out théeir apron, but they never did, '

A G W e % N W R e W

-~ UNCLE BOB

Uncle Bob was the Village Baker, his shop was just across the road from
Flliott's Stores, he kept his horse and van in the stablec at the rear
of pPa's shop, Ted worked as Saturday boy for hime One Saturday Ted
delivered bread to Freemans the Coal Merchants at Pops Farm, Ted was
always & bit deaf and when he was coming out Freemans collie dog jumped
up hie back anc bit his right ear, It bled a lot so Ma sent for Ir,
Osborne, he soon stopped the bleeding,the trouble was overs Unsle Bob
had the Bakers shop for a long time but it was eventually taken over by
¥r, Sherington. Yhen Aunt Marm finished with the Fost Office, Uncle Bobd
haé a new house built or the site of the Village Hall called The Room.
The Villege Band practised in The Room, sometimes Fred and I crept in
to listen to the playinge Stephen Gillham « Fred's father «~ was the
Bandmaster he played the Uphonium, Tom Gillham the Cornet, Bill Mitten
the Lettledrum, of coursc there were other musicianss, Th¢ Room was
demolished snd Uncle Bob's house was named Brookfield, He took over the
Post Office, then the Telegraph service was instsalled, His wife = Aunt
fiancy = toek in Paying Guests, his neice » Florence Booth helped in the
" houee; she was also Telegram Messenger, when Flo. was busy Uncle Bob got
me to deliver the neseages on Baturdaye and after school hours, I soon g
_got to konow my way arocund to where the various people lived who had
telegrams sent to them, this vas a nev Post Office service for Little
Common, There was Horton at Whydown, farmers Brand and Lemon AT Hoce,
Eayor ip Collington Lane, mlso Col, Lane at Eroadomk to mention only e
few, not forgetiing number 55 Hartelle Tover away at Sluice, &
frightful journey et night, 55 Tower still stande there today quite a
~Aistance beyond Sluice tovards Pevenseys OUnc evening at tea time Flo
_same into the shep, she hed » telegram for Horton Whydown and would I
“please go with her, she said that the Village policeman had told Uncle
Bob there were Gipye at Four Turaings also at 'Beggers Hoaven', well
kroun for Gipay campe in ‘the Hipgh Yeodsy Flo said ahe was acared to go
alones I 14t the oil lampon my cyole then off we went down Peartree
ney past the botlom.of Green Laxe where lr's Faul Head lived, where
“the duytime her hundreds.of shicken were all over the road, along

8
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0 light it, I;aan’feal ‘her
1l facing the v :

side g: the Works I soe the red giew ‘f-a fire on the side ‘ot the romd
alao the dim outline of a carayan, Flo. is in front riding fast, I follow
~up “the ‘next Blope we huiry past Perrins taking the right fork of the
“road, down the long hill, now ve are at Hortons, The Servant says
AN ‘ebsver', now we have.to get back, Ye mount our cycles mnd start up
fhe hill it's steep in places, we get out of breath but the wind is
jehind us, We pass Perrins then on to ‘the Brickworks it's muddy with
deep ruts maede by the brigk carts, the road narrows and I Jdook for the
Gipsy's fire but I can't-sse it , then suddenly I see just in front a
horse standing broadeide right merpss the road. Flo is on my left and
i ipwerves over to get past the horse's head but at that very sevond &
Gipsy man stepe out of the hedge right in front of her and shouts,
“How. I am struggling to et past the horse's tail and I am on the wet
‘podden grass verge, my tyres eimk in B0 I push hard to regain the hard
‘road, 7 glance across expecting to see Flo mixed uvp with her cycle on
“the ground but can only dimly see the Gipsy who is still shouting and
swearings How Flo got past I just don't know, I pedal hard up the slopse,
Ahen down to Four Turnings, I castch & glimpse of Flo's red glass side of
‘her lamp as she turns right, It's very dark, I can't see where I'm going
she must have better eyesight than me, 1 can't catch up with her. I Beec
. her red glase agadn as she turns at the top of Colemans hill, she is
going like mads Half way up Kiln Bank I catch her ups. I'm breathing
hard but find enough breath to say 'You are slright now, only just up
The Twitten". Flo seys 'Thank you, Goodnight" and I am at the double
“doors of our pgarden, = Flo was several years older than I was, in later
years she became Engaged and Married to George Cellins the Villapge
Postmans » = Eventuvally Uncle Bob gave up the Postmaster's job then
~todok over a Small Holding in Kennele Lane, he kept pigs and chicken,
he must have had it for sometime, After the war he helped ALf and Ted
in the shop, He died in 5%t Loosmrds Hespital and wae buried in
‘Bt Mark's Churehyard in the seme grave as Aunt Nancy.

- wbhﬂﬂ-wuku

THE ViLLAGE

in the aarly days the roeds af Little Common were made up by having
Ahe’ Iarmers'éuﬁgoarts collected 1t from Cooden,
d
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"THE VILLAGE Continued

t was the first ocar we had ever seen, it wvas moving very slowly. THE
assenger in the car sald to the driver “Look at those kids fTishing
here can't be any fish in there", this distracted the drivers attention
“there wos & bang as the car collided with the railings, Both wen got out
-and looked at the front wheels, one of them went to the Blaeksmiths,
Jim Wymborn came back with him, They 1ifted the front of the car and
- faced it out inte the road, the driver siarted the engine then.got into
- his seat, the car moved forward, ho strugglec with the steering wheel
“but the car came round in a half circle and banged the railings again,
~dim Vymborn dashed back to his shop snd returned with a seven, pound
“-gledge hammer on his shoulder. They lifted the car cleer then Jim gave
“the front axle several hefty blows with the sledgs,but all to no purpose
““'the ear would -not steexr straight, Bctween them they managed to get the
“oar along to the Blackemiths, the next day one of farmer Linghams cert
horses was harnessed to it, then under very dificult conditioms it was
pulled ‘into Bexhill., ~= Sometimes Fred and I went to hip Grandpats =
George Gillham Bé6n. « to borrovw his prawn nets, then caught prawns
and crabs at Coodens = « One Wednesday = early closing day =~
Mr. Sherrington, who had taken over Uncle Bob's bakers shop, come to Ted
and asked him to take Bob, our fox terrior dog, over to his corn and
flour shed as there were some rats in {t, Ye moved some of the bags and
sacks out, Bob caught several rats, more sacks were moved, more rats
killed, When the shed was empty two long poles were put under it then ve
1ifted it up, seven rats ran out and Bob caught them all but he had not
the time to kill them properly so one or two bit his lips. Wecounted all
the rats we had caupght, in the two hours we were hunting they numbered
over sixty, most of them Bob eaught, Bob was the best dog Ted ever had,
Hr,Hurst J.P, had somc cows in his fleld at the end of our garden, they
broke through the hedge and were sating our cebbages and peas. Bob gave
the alarm, so Ma dashed up there carrying our big yard broom, she
kustled them back, as .one ran past her she clouted it with the broom
the impact was g0 great that Ha fell down. MrseSherrington had witnessed
sll of these 'poings on' from her bedroom window sp tame over to see if
Ha wes hurt, she was laughing so much the tears vere running down her
cheeks, = = One hot summer afternoon when we were in Chapel s big snske
cene in and went under the stove, Ma sarv it then went to Farmer Voods
who wes sitting well back half asleep and asked him vhat could be done
about it, He said It will be alright Af it stope there' end It did
we turned it out after the service endeds The funny thing sbout it was
%that the lesson the Preacher was reading kept mentioning 'The Creature!
he had to stop reading wvery few winutes to coptrel his laughing, The
‘Preachers name was MreJevhurst a baker from Bexhill, O -another Sunday
*“I:ggew that the Preacher g&an ed to come gave long unintereating sermons




THE VILLAGE Continued T

Bomevhere about this time Mein ‘dreinsge was put in all around thé -
Villege ‘and wp to date flint roads were laid down, then Dipkitheria
.6ver ran uwe, Frelda Bpray and Daisy Medhurst both died, Ppossibly othsrs,
1 Porget. All the shildren were asked to bring a bunch of flowers to
-~ +@chool, I can remember that I took lovely scented violets alsmo white
“ . violets which Ma pioked in our garde:.. Ve were all teken to ‘the funerel
service in &t Farks Church then aftervards we dropped our Poses into
the open grave., » w» One evening Fred and I were watching the Steam
Roller at work, it was driven by Dasher Woods, I began to get & bad
... headache and felt rotter 80 I told Fred I wae going home, When I got
. ~home I told Ma, she immediatly looked down my throat and put me to bed
_‘then sent for Dr, Osborne, People said Dr, Osborn had a glass eye also
- -#.cork leg, but he must have been & good man and knew his job, for when
~-z:he came that night he dipped & small brush into a bottle of liquid then
" pemoved the specks from my throgt, Ma said the epocks looked like mmell
pleces of Chamios léather, My life had been saved by & man who people
-laughed at because he had one gless oye and a cork leg, = « =
I must now ask you fo turn the pages back to School days when I was
promoted into Standard one. Sometime after I pot into Gtandard three
Kr, Hevkine left the school, the nrew Haster was Charles Agustue Bendall,
Cab we boys called him, » very apt don't you think, = I was slways told
that I was the worst writer in the class but my Composition end Epsays
‘were alweys marked Excellent, When Queen Victoria died we had Dictation
on the sad event, it touched upon ler very long reipn and how sorrovful
all the people were, One of the sentences was 'When the news wacs
announced wany people WEPT', I waes the only one in my class to spell
that last word correctly, M., Bendall soon spotted my bad writing, he
vented all upstrokes thin and downstrokes thick, he gave me an example
to copy, the words were, 'The evil that men do livee after them
The good ie oft interred with their bones's, MHe t0ld us to choose &
woman by her head oad her heels, MNrm. Bendall's hair was carroty brown
about five inches long, never brushed, her very old slippers went
flippity flop as she walkeds AL pometime during Mr. Bendall's stay as
Read Haster, when I wes in Standard five or siz, Vr. GeH.Jackson visited
‘my Perents. Ee came from Horshaw in his motor car, with him were his
Wife and son, Master G.CsJackson, During his stay he took me for a ride
... ¥hilst going up Church E4)l he changed meate with me and told me to take
the steering wheel, 1 drove on for a bit, when he took the drivers seat
~agein hé .said, 'If ever you vant a job you come and see me, Hp, Jackson
hed a Car and Cycle business at Hersham, I remember vhen Fr. GoH.Jmckson's
o -Parents visited us mt Little Common long years ago, they ‘ceme from
- Gosaming, I mected &5 guide %o them as thay wanted to have a look et the
séa at Copdon, At that time ‘there were two vooden Sheliers on the eliffs
je. gt in one of - rd watched & ship out in the Channél, I& was o
v day, sometimes thé shiy disappeared owing to the rough sens,
? the :@hip went dewn out of sight and Ny, Jackson
sinking', but after & fow seconds’ (S ALALen
Ernest Jackson came in his car

Jmekson -at Upper Barshorn Fars

onve ‘oven the mast
olafmed; 10M,0N
and all was

godn I agted




'match. Just as we had settled down to lessons Mrse Card came in and
. -poke to Hr, (Card, he, quickly drew us all up to attention, *Who 1it that
fire in the garden' hersaid, 'all.the smoke is making Mra, Card‘s
_vashing dirty. No one mnswered, 'was it you Dukel 'No 8ir! Ponky eaid,
“Mrs Card looked all roumind with a very stern face, 'I'm sure 4t was you
bﬂke‘ ‘he aaid 'go out into the lobby', Ponky was almost to the lobby
vhen I stood up and said 'I 14t it Bir', 'Then you ge to the lobby!
e Baid to mes Ponky ‘was -going back to his seat as ] passed him, we
grinned ‘et ‘each Other, soon afterwards ¥r, Cerd gave me 'Three of the
“best! acrons my behind, I was in Standard seven, Fourteen years old with
. 'Fred, Gerald, Phylis enéd Elsie, it was the top class, Hr, Card put us
4nto what he called Ex seven, to make room for others coming into
&tendard sevens = = Ralph Gillham had left mschoel earlier and taken on
the job of Telegram Messenpger when Fra, White took over the Post Uffice
from Uncle Bob, The Post Office was now at Cannon Cottage where
Mre, White lived, About this 4ime the Education Aunthorities took over
the school which was Chursh of England, Fred, Elsie ané the others left
gchool so I was alone in Ex seven, Mr, Card soon found me a job, I had
to make an Inventory of everything in the school, Desks, exercise books
elates, pens, pencils, chelk, library books, ink wells, bleckboards ,
mape on the walls etc, etoy Then Mise Hunniset, who was the Infants
____Teacher,was taken i1l and Miss Jessie Medhurst; who was in charge of
Standards one and two, had to take her places lr. Card asked me to teke
weoowooon W . Tyo new girle had just come to school their name
was Lvens, Dorothy wes in Standerd one, Gladys in Standard two, I don't
remember anything about Gladye but Dorothy always scemed to be miles
avay floating on some majic carpet, she had ne interest in her lessons
at ally I have a photograph of Btandarde one and twe taken at school
‘Mp, Card stands at one side, I am at the other, Emily Ockenden's
~wedting can only be describsd ae perfects I don't remewber how long I
wes in charge of them but after Miss Hunniset returned Hr, Card asked me
e remain after schosl one afternoon, He said he had reporied to the
Educdtion Authorities all that I had done to help him and they had sent
@ Chegue for me, the amount ‘the Cheque reprasented was seven and sixpence
‘One day Relph was watching the blacksmiths making splkes or big nails
ar\f&xiag ‘metal tyres on vaggon vheels, This is a two man ‘jobs the
" 'has‘a smali hammera his Hate ‘&-6ledge hammoy, the Bpike im made on
rod of ‘ At i shaged, then : the 5 ith replaces
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2 i : “that it vas too hig for me
wonld riﬁe my een ayc&a; ahe ggraaaata pay me sixpence a- week extra,
my firet pay packet contéined meven and sixpence, Miss Bessle Thomas
‘aspisted Mrs, White, -we were both sent together %o E,B.lurst Esg, JeP,
“to be Sworn In, Something mumt have gone wrong at this sesson because
-Bbouta a week later wé had to go all througk this performence for the
.second time, Little 438 I dream at that time that in later years I
should again swear my Allegiance to Queen Victoria's Grandson,
King George 5 in October 1914, - I-8at dn the Post Office the firast fev
daye; except when I was out wiih messages, it beceme a bit tame oven
vith papers and magazines to look ‘at @0 Hrs. White supggested I could be
round mbout cutside, she would ring a handbell when I was wanteds I sBoon
‘found ocut that I could hear the bell when I was in the shop so I spent
.-gome of my time there which vas much more intercstinge One of my first
‘messages was for Ricketts,the people who made Blue for cloihes washing,
" they lived at Bandhurst Ferm and had several Aberdeen Terriers who
always deshed out barking et me, hanging around my heels all the way up
to the house, I told Fred Barnes the postman about it, he told me to
pretend to piek up & stone when I saw them coming then they would scram,
I tried this dodge and 4t worked OuK4 I worked this dodge on numerous
occasione but one day Hys. White told me Mrs, Rickoetts had called and
‘tald her that I threv stones at the dogs and that I was to stop doing it
I explained motters to Mrss White and heerd no more about it.
Christmas Sunday morning I delivered & message to Sandhuret Farm, when
-the servant returned to the door she seid *Mrs. Ricketts thaunks you for
bringing the memsage'! , then she gave me four shillings, & very hansome
%4ip in those days, I hed a message for & houee in leads Road, I knew
4+hey kept a full grown Bt Bernard dog so wondered how I would get on
with him, I hed often seen him in the front garden, When I got %o the
gate I had a geod look round but le was not in sight @0 up to the door
J walked, the door vae epen and out he slowly came as we met he vearad
~ . himself up on to his himd lege then put his front paws on to my
© . mhoulders and we were face to face, he was 80 heavy I collapsed on to my
Cbaek, then he just wonlked over me down the gerder path, My, Webdb at
“PHE Pages Collington Lane kept a Tdir sised black dogy I never saw him
when I yent in but when I-cawe down the steps at the front door he
glways stood beside my oyele with his teeth shoving and barking, vhen I
mounted my tycle he dashed gfter me snepping at my ankles One day
”eizing the right mamant T 'icked my heﬁi back which caught him en the
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A8 I ﬁ&t on Pa's hgéh ataol beside his desk in the 3hop 2 big trll
oléier oane. %n, it ‘yas Ted James in: his parade dreas . of the Roysl
ussex Regiment, & aearlet tunic with highly polished huttnns and derk
lue ‘trousers with red stripes at the si&esu e aaked for = ‘packet of
oodbinea, He ‘1it a cigarette then sadd '1 really ceme in to say
“‘Good=bye as I am off to the front tomorrow', Hesshook hands mwith Pz
ans me, we wished him Good luck and s safe return. He was going %o
South Africa, the Boer Yar was in prorress, -=- On a very stormey
. evening 1 -had a messape for farmer Brand Courtlodpe Hove. As it would

 be wellnigh impossible to cycle mpgainst the wind on Pevensey marshes 1
4old ¥er .1 was going to walk. Fa eaid *What about the Tramps I'1ll tell
“TTed to come with you'!, Tramps as you,Reader wmay know are pretty raugh
-ehaps who wander about from place to place, sleeping in haystacks,

ﬂu'ﬁharns or .under hedges, knocking at cottage doors asking for food and

- hot water to f£ill their tem can, Ted and I started off and had slmost
_.reached Sandhurst lLane when ve sav lights coming from behind us, It was
a motor tar,we could hear the pop pop pop of the engine,the road is
. narrow with high hedpges so we keep well in to the side. The car puasses

us,then stops,we walk up to it,the driver says 'Hovw far are you going'

I tell him I have 2 Telegranm bo deliver at looec. lle says ‘Jump in the

beck's The car was shaped like & Governess “rap with roundel corners,

the driver says 'Turn the cushions over they are wet',we tried to turn
them over but they were shaped like a leg of mutton,they would not fit
the sests, then the driver said 'Turn the wet side down then change each

over to the other pide of the car', we did this and now they fitted O.K.

'Tell me when you want to get out, I am going to Lmstbourne' the driver

saids We stopped him at the Hooe road,turned the cushions back again,

thanked him very much and said'@oodnight', 'Goodnight'he said 'I would
not have your job for all the momey in the world's =e 1r, Collins wae
the Sextor at 5t Marks Church. Re came in onc wet evening and neked for
some Tandelion and affys, he saic¢ he had been filling in a grave. Pa
put a certnir mmount of each into the glass measure, justshook it around
then gave it to him, he drank it in one gulp. After he had gone I asked

Pa why he wanted that stuff, Pa said 'I expect it does his back good you

know hov bent hie back is, he works too hard', ~~ Ted and 1 came down

to breakfast one mworning and Ha said that at half past six - He always
got up at 6 Auks «~ Mr, Coleman head come and acked for some red stuff,

e aesked him what he wanted it for. Le said he vented to meke a red

-danger flar B6 his men were geing to open & hole in the road, Nr.

Coleman was the Ganger of the :Council workmen, Ma packed him off with a
- yard of ‘red flannel, « = George and Fred Dicks worked for their father,
they hadé the Wheelwright's ehop in the village. Fred burst into the shop
Witk his wrist :and hapd roughly bound up all covered 4ip bleed, he asked
E?a $0 pud ssmsthing on it and do it up properlys Pa sat Fredé on the shop
';ook 40 Bee how much damage hed been doney Pe seid It
y ; _Eﬁe then got !ram the Eﬁemistry shalf ‘a ¢lean

) . yeund, it waa a”na
an'a;¢£ 4the sontenta:dt

_r_eowebamiioh - rﬁt}
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hen anyhlittle accident oocnred in the village the peogle paid ‘Go and
algo when .any honsewife had o wishap they sald *Go and get
' » Hr, Jages w» Ted- Janas'father « vorked ms gardener for
Hys Howard ‘ot the private sohool for boys in Collington Lane, When I had
8 mesnnge for. h&m 1 was rather surprised as usunlly it wae only the
people with money who had %elepramss On my way to his cottage I thought
srabout his Bnﬁ. Ped, ané I wondered, ¥rse, James answered the deory, I gave
_.‘her the %eleprams She, poor lady, 1ike a good many people in those days
w1 could not read or write, she opened the envelope, looked at the 'message,
. then with Zear in her eyes she said 'Read it to me' then bpfore I'vould
" ppéak she sald 'Is he » 48 he' and I was speechless, I nodded.my head.
.--She pushed past me and alongthe road, I followed at a respectful
" distance. When she had found her husband in one of the big greenhouses
id-left them together to mourn the loss of & son, & Sussex Boldier who
‘hed given his life for King and Countrye = = In my school days I had
often eeen Mr. Morton from Sluice arrive at the village 4n his horse and
cart, then leaving his horse to graze on the village green,te wont
_shopping also to the Wheatsheaf for a drink, He came one day with a new
cart end various villagers crowded round to have & good look at it -
you know what villagers are =, It was rather long and low, something
like a milk ocmrt, The wooden part of it was stained and vernished, the
metal parts = even the bolt heads =~ were painted black, it looked like
a coffin, Someone asked him where he had bought it, he said 'I made it
up all out of my own hemd and I've got enough wood left to build another
Some 'Smert Alic! at the back of the crowd said 'You nust have 8 bip
“head', « « liow Reader will you plesse let me teke you on & visit to
number 55 Martello Tower at Slujce. A Kr, Johnston lived here, he was
experimenting in beawing radio messages to Tug boats stationed out in
the Chennsl, People said the bvoats ceme from Littlehampton, He had a
tall rerial nmest also & big shed crammed full of equipments I never knew
vhat the messages vere that I took to him, but I did know what be sent
back ae I had to read and count the words that he had written so that I
could collect the right money, The address was clways the same, Just tvo
words, 'Boomerrang London', I think he was an Austrelian, He had a black
benrd with cideboards, The journey to 55 Martello Tower was nog too bad
ip daylight on & Zine daye I e¢ycled to Cooden and passing under the
wailway bridge tusmed right along a rough grass path clese to the
railway fence, I have mentioned before that the road had bveen washed
away by the sea, riding nlong about half a mile to the 8o called -
~ Distant Gignal, = Here I rede up on to the Chalk Bank which had been
" .piled up to the level of the railway. because the level of the ground
'el) avays 1n some places the rough beach was only a fev .fset lower than
he Chalk Bapk but in others it wae twenty feet or more and as the top
£.the bank was. ‘only aboutl fwo feet wide, afd very rough, one had to
ride cavefully, vhen I-reached the Bignal Box and railyay cropsing showt
_ mile distant uy Brms wers ‘achings At ‘this crossing Sne coull a
: al 'on the .aes. side 4t ended imto




X, then siid g BE.
6 iile ‘along hers was the Gats House whers I'cl
: at ‘the'river ‘Aven, then ‘over or ‘through the railvay £
< oactualrailesy, You now walk -along & narrow path beside the rails for
. -about fifty feet -or more then turn left dewn a slope to a swing gate,
“Through this gate one ie ‘on & big patch of grass, now you pass
Me's Matthows Mission Rell, the Church and the Coastguard Station, then
n & rough.beach roac to:55 Hertello Tower a good half mile tovards
Povenseyy w = The Luhlon Brighton Bouth Coast Rallway - now cdlled
fThe Bouthern ~ put on a Hotor train service between Hastinge and v
Fastbourne making ‘various Halts, two of these Haltie, one 6t Cooden Golf ~
‘suppose it was valled Golf because Farl de la Warr,:.who buned all the
ard-and seashore was at that time having the Golf Links laid out - and
Neymens Bay ~ Sluice & because of Williem's landing in 4066 -and the
Batile of Hastings, = ~ I have been to Pevensey, Hastings, Battle and
- Cetsfield » & little village inland from Little Common - and I think
‘Catsfield had as much te do with 4t as the other places I have mentioned
but I am only '01¢ man Flliott! living at Horsham, so I'm not supposed
$0 haeve any opinion on such matiers - « Well, now back to the MHotor
Frains, I romember only riding in them on two occasione as my messages
came at the wrong timese, Nowadays all of the big trains make a stop at
Cooden because = dare I tell yow why, yes I think I will, - « Before
Princess Margaret was married the big train was stopped at Cooden at the
Princess'! request so that She and a party of young friends could have 2
look at the Golf Links = « My humt@blspoioghies to all concerned = w.
It was my usual procedure to go to the Pest Office at five minutes to
eight esach evening to eay Goodnight to Mr's white, ~ Nov please let me
explain to you the ringing system of the four Post Offices at Bexhill,
' One ring for Bexhill, Two rings for Bexbill Old Town, Three rings for
.8idley .and Four rings for Little Commeon, « One very rough wet night in
-.the Winter I paid my usuwal visii, as I slosed the door the phone bell
pang once w twice « three times, Oh ne, not me, please not four, FOUR.
~Hrts White entered the Box dbut was socon out again, she looked at me and
. peid *I'm sorry Walter its 55 Martello Tower and on & night like this!
.1 put on my belt and ars band, put the message into ibe belt pocket and
‘Batd I must go home and put my leggings, wackintoeh snd cyele cape on
efore 1 start!s-¥rte White snid 'You will have %o walk, no riding on
he Chalk Bank tonight, you won't be back untill cleven olclock if there
5. an angwer you will have to knook ue up &s we go to bed at ten, if
ere is no ansver don't ‘trouble te come back here tonight, bring the
elt ‘back in the morningly I went ‘home, the shop was .8till open and Ted
¥ id 'Ivve got 2 nmesoage for 55 Tower, comingly ‘He said
Bt id, Ye put on extra clothes to defy the weather
gycles in HMr's Freeman's gerden’then started @
e ) ¥ ribed. The ¥wind and rain was
: : ky 4t cmme

e

sve alroady dise
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e aached the Ghalk Bank it vas verx\slippery, then te the Signal
Xyiue . scramble& Bown -into Hortons fileld, it was bsgin ng to get

oded, 4t was high tide the sea was- ﬁraining through the ‘beach turning
1d into .a big lake, The water got deeper, u ur-‘boot tops,
ibed ‘on ‘to the railvay fence and went along it Bideways, at last we
ea “the Gato Rouse, olimbed up the bank on to the vatluay,: ¥We looked
or traine both ways but none were in sight so slong the rails ve wvent
"I *to the swing -gate and on ito the grass. It vas & pitoh black night eo

+ - could not @ee the Hisalon Hall but bearing slightly left, and with a bit
w0 ef luck we found it, then stumbled along to the Church wall, At last we
o found the white wall of the Coastgusrd Station. Leaving this last land
Y .pguwide we were in a vilderncss, one of us must walk on the edge of the

... .rough beach read, the pther on the beach itself or we .should be

. hopelessly lost, We strugple mlonpg and eventually see B glimmer of light

" =4m A partly curtained window of My, Johnston's big shed. Leaving the

- rough road and turning left we walk on to the beasch past the shed to the

handrajil of the eteps lepding up to the door of the Tower, There was no
answer to the meesage and the young lady = whe I had &ften seen befare =
held the door open to light us down the stepe, when the door shui
everything was just bleckness, We stood still & minute %o consider our
bearings then found the Coastguard white wall O.K, then came to another
one, in fact we walked right into it, I asked Ted if he could reach the
top of it, he could, s8¢ this muat be the Church wall as the Vission Ball
wall is about eight feet high, At last we found the swing gate and got
up on to the reilway, sgain we look for trains both ways but all is
clear, Ted says 'I'm not going to clamber sideweys &ll azlong the fence
by Hortons field let's stop on the railway' mnd I agreed, the field must
have been & foot = perheps two feet or more under water by this time =
8o with Ted leading we walked slong the narrow path bepide the rails,
The path wes about eighteen inches wide with & bank three feet high on
the sea side, Ted said 'Kesp your eyes open and watch for the reflection
of light from the engine's fire on the smoke and steam and for the green
light on the front of the engine's Ve walked in silence except for the
hoWwling of the wind and the crashing of the waves on the shore, we
plodded on and -on melther of us spoke, plod, pled, on, on, my mind wvent
‘back to school daya, I thought of the poen we had learned about
Tapoleon's retreat from Russia = it went like thie =,
On in the snow, on in the snovw
‘Gne by one the soldiers go
. -They march in silence with wuffiled treac

- Pi1] one of them stuebles and drops behind dend
And the others ehudder and glance around
o7 ‘they hear growing near an omipous sound
he woods the dismal howl af the wolvds
 after them st&althiwf provil
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But vwe are not walking 4n the snow, we &re Just bloomin
ithrough to the skin, I can feel the water runmning al}
egs the rain gets into my syes too, I can just see T o
vergthing else is blackness, Then swddenly Ted stops vith his nrm
knooke me ‘down on to ‘the bsvk as ‘the epgine rushes past, his ars holds
- “®e down, the vacuunm betwsen cach carriage sceme to drag me mway from the
“bank, the noise ip terific, The guards wan passes but we lay still. Ted
seys YAvre you alright', and I ensver 'Yes', we get on to our feet, B

- I'm trembling and my lege feel weak, has my life been saved the second

. time. 'That was & close shave'he says, 'didn't vou see 4t coming, I only
- ‘sav the green light just in time', I say 'I didn't see anythings Ve
Btart valking again and Ted says 'The driver must have shut off steam

” © when pessing the crossing that's why we dicn'¢ /see the reflection,we

. must be mear the Signal Pox, yes I can see the gates, we might ac well
-welk on this path and not climd over the fence onr to the Chalk Bank it
will be too slippery’. e talke en and on, is this his vay of getting

over the shook, off he goes again., "Do you remember when we had to go

to farmer Brand's at Ilooe when the man gave us & ride in his motor, ve
must have been the firet ones in Little Common to ride in & motor, - =
Ted didn't know of the other rides I hed been given which T have already
mentioned, = « Ted continued, "What abovt vhen we put that bvig toad in
the letter box", he even chuckles over it, "It was funny when we boys
made up a parcel of brown paper with a long string on it and Trip
Freeman pui it outside the Vheatsheuf door, Goss Fastwood came out, bent
down to pick it up and Trip pulled it away, then Cmleb Lmith came out
and saw it then slowly bent down &nd Triy snetched it away end Caleb
sald "Juggering young hounds', Do you remember thot dark night soon
after we mwoved down to the shopr when we weni ou! to the closet and took
a canile to sce the way, hov we made our torgues sore smoking those
pieces of cmnin, Ve set beside each other on the long seat, I had never
Been tvwo places to sit in a closet hefore, wonder why Grondma hed it
made for two people. We nearly loet poor old Tob whern we went to Turkey
Farm that Saturday morning with M¥rs. Foses Cramp'e goods. We vere
resting because the baskets wvere wo heavy, then we heard e sound, plop,
plop plop plop, and found Bob hac fallern down that well, There was no
banger board to warn anyone, no pests or anything, with long grass oll
round it, I leaned right over and tried to reack him but I gouldn't,
then Frank Chesl and you held my legs and pushed me over the edge, 1
caught him by his coller, then you two pulled us out, poor old Bob was
nearly choked", = = Ted would have talked on but here we are at Cooden

- Railvay arch, we get our cycles from the gerden then ride home. We go in
- the back way, there is n Llight 4n the pantry vindow, Ted sofily tries

he beck :doory 1% .opens, we enter,he beli{s the door then off come our
et clethes and bosts, through the Parlowr to the livingroom we po and
a#itting in the armchalr by the fire, she is just waking up. "You.
ate” she enys, look dts five past eleven, did you bolt the door!,
' Kaly M says “I thought I would wait up for you, leave
our bodroom door,

"Goodnight Na¥ we.
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ad - bhe shop doer bpﬁp; Be taék«hia cycle in arn: said "Bring vour bike
n", te put his bike in'a. stand'then sald "Better put your old ‘erock out
nto the workehop, come ‘on’ 1111 shov you'", ¥Ye passed & big desk, through
paseage way past’ the Offico. On one mide stood n dozen or wmore bikes,
n the other various 'parts 6f bikes, & sack of cotton waste end an empty
a box ‘which he said'held the wood that he hndé to chop up for lr's
archant's Tires. On both sides . were raised platforms on which stood
erambulaters, aboul twelve bf them. The workshop was crammed full with
iken and bath. ohairs whigh bagd: wickar work bodys. There wae o small lat
‘imthe, brazipg forge and FiRs . Fnrahanta *ricsy which had twoe whaels dn
front, driving wheel .t the rear, "4t had & water cooled single cylinder
.. ‘Btevens engine, two speed gear ‘box, chain drive. “hese last remarks are
@olely for any of ty motorist Friends who may have the patisnce to wade
through the facts of my life. Henry pushesd o broor irzto my hands then
Beid"1'11 chow you jow to sveer the shop. He fillcd en empty carbvlde tin.
-earbide was used for gas larps in those cays - thic tin had a small hole
is the bottom, put, his finger over the hole then filled it with water,
then we returned tq ‘the shop, "8hift all those bikes oul dinte the centre
he sai¢, whken this was done he removed his finger from the hole in the
tin and made & de ign ‘af 1oopﬁ with the water &1l cdown one side of the
shop floor which swept, then we 4id the other slde and lastly all down
the centre. On both sides behind the bikes wers raised platforms on
which stood, on fne, side 12 new prams, on the other new eyclea. Fenry
gave mg a handfu »f cotton waste Lhen said "You Sust the prams that
side I'1l 6o the bikes, don't epend much time over it because there are
several bikes to clemn for customers". Whilst we were doing this the
Manager, Jack Perkines, arrived on a bilke. When lenry and I had finished
- wsihe prams and bikes he took me back to the workshop then said “"We must
= bake some of these baeth chairs round to the front of the shop, thers is
s - ope poom 0 movesy he olambered over the cheirs and opened the doubdble
.o ideors,. I folloued hipm out inte & passage which led down inte Sea Road,
e each of ues pushed a chair reund to the fromit, then he said "You get four
" imore chairs yound here, I must clean the shop windows", znd sver after,
that was my first job every morning during the nine years thot T wae at
“Harchants including clesning the windows. vhen I was getilng the chalrs
cout of the workshop 1 overheard the Menager ask Henry who I wes, Henry
gid 71t'e Hry Elliott's -ser from Little Commox", the Kanager said "Hug/
country 1out, he vor't be ‘any govdl HR. Harchen‘ called the ‘Hanager
: ' nd we. Jmck pushed & bike into my heands
gy whén Henry had finished the ﬁiaéaws
e, eiaaning it end tai" - b?nsh ‘Bome

i s AR
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‘Fext morning Ma ealle us at’ ?—15, “wake up and get up" eha snys". you
111 have to wear your second best suits todsy, your clothes are wet
krough, there's clean vests and shirts for you, breakfmst is mearly
eady"™, ‘then off she goes, Gopd old ¥a ehe thinke of e ing. - ~ -
hroughout all of my journeys 1o 55 Tower only on .one .
get anyonc between Cooden and 3luice and that was the man
‘wanted to Bee. - f course ¥ had seen men working on the: Yailuey
“oceasionally, once I savw two men with two greyhounds chasing & hare on
“.4h¢ marshes, thc hero mede a dash up on to the railway limes, when the
- .men saw that the dogs would follow they calle: them off.~ It was a
- 7-lovely sunney day when I met tr. Morton, 1 had cycled along the Chalk
“Bank en. resched th Signal Rox and started down the bank into Kortons
#4e1d when ! observed him coming up. He saw me at oncc and waving his
“arm said "Go back, you are not going into my field", I hegitated, he
-quieckly come up to me then grasping the front wheel of ny ‘cyc :le he
" .Buatched it round and dragge: it to the top of the bank with we hanging
on to the saddle, waving his arm again hc said "You are no® roing ncross
my field, you are trcspaesing"”, I saw blood on his wrist, I expact he
had prazed it o: the extension of nry front mudpuard. I said "1 am the
¥ings ressenger, 1 have a telepgram to deliver”, he sald "I don't care
who you are”,he looked ae though he wes about fo sirike me s0 I walked
to the railvey pates and the Signalman, who had scer an’ heard our
13ttle affray saic¢ "What's the matter with that w--e-= old fool", 7 said
e won't let me o across his field", Fe opened the gateé, 1 passed
through then along the crescent romd past the Star Inn and round to the
croesing et Sluice and on to the Towers As I left the "ower I wondered
if I'r. Forton would be walting for me and I felt a bit frightened so 1
decided Lo return over the crossings. Yhen I pgot to the ignal Rox the
Sipnalman was weiting at the gate, he had seen me coming, T told hinm
that 1 wes very sorry to trouble him again, he said “That's alright son
any time", I thanked him snd the thought came into my mind thet even a
man with 8 stern face ca=n act anrd speak kindly sometimss, = =
Kot so very long after this 1 thought there wust be sowme better way to
earn & living and i remembered what Kr. G.H. Jackson had said to me when
he visited us vefore I left school, - hnytime you want & job let me know"
1 told my Perents I wanted to leave the Post Office and apply for the
job that ¥r, G.H.Jackson had offered me but they serid that I would be
hemesick  poing so far awey, it would be better te try to get s start
Mith ¥Mr, T.B.Marchant at his cycle shop in Bexhill then I should find
out 4T I would like to be 4in the cyetle trade. T was now Tifteen years
old, Po'ssked Hpr, Marchant if he could give me a start, As luck wouvld
Yave it, & boy was just what he wanted. 1 told Mrs, White I was going
to leave as I had got & job at Marchants. She said she wae sorry to
loose mc¢ but would not stend in my wey ez iMﬂrcving my positibn
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hat hig ﬁenta Premier uith 28“ &auble truss frawe apd" 30" / ﬁ “beaded
dge tyres belongs to Kr. Seaman we must make a good job.of it because
5.8 egular -and- ‘sopetimes drops & tip. That rust xed genr ladys
wias Ansells .we -have heon trying to sell her & ﬁawff e%for years.
hose two over there have. got to bve cleancd today but we must do
Hre Sesman's first as I expect be is riding dovn to the TGolf Links to
_-2play golf¥ This cleaning stunt was the bugbear &ll the time I was at
‘Earchants, every déay there were bikes lo clesn, sometimes ac many as
.5, *BiX or more, lienry peked all this on to me, only very occasicnally @aid
. hg = do the front part «. As the days, weeks, wonths and yecrs passed
714 seemed to me I was alvays cleaning Hr. Seaman's bike, one morning he
cgame in sooner then expected, I was just finnishing it, Jack told me %o
bring it into the shop, as Jach handed it to him he aaid "411 spick and
_sppan again", then he gave Jack half a erown which Jack put into his
poocket and that wvas the last I hesrd of Hy. Secemans tipe. ¥ven now at
‘78 1 5till have & bike to clean sometimes but not very often as people
don't like paying twenty five bob, whereas at Harchents they were
charged & shilling. By the way my wages af Marchenis startel at six
‘shillings & week, As Henry and I were cleanlng Fr. Seamans bike I
‘heard a whistle blown and Jack shouted out "Mr's Marchant wants some
coal", Henry said "Come on J'11 show you what to do", we went upstairs
to the kitehen, got three empty scuttles, then down into the cellar
vhere the coal was kept, we £illed them up and took them back, this wes
-another job lienry psesed on to me also sawing and chopping weod to light
‘the fires, when the whistle was blown I had to run to answer it.
Yro.Farchant often sent me out shopping for veriouws thiugs, once she
sent me to Ganmons for & penny packet of mixed herbs, I had only Just
got bacl downstairs vhen the whistle wont apein, she said the herbs were
mouldy would I take them back and change them, I elung the packet over
inte the back gardens, then got another one, if that had been bad I
don't know what I would have done for pennys were pennye to me in those
days, 1 also hed to get Huntley and Palmere Frighton biscuits for the
~baby, .no other sort would do, one day Nrs. Herchant asked me which shop
@olé them as she had been to every procers shop in the town and eould
ont get anyy I $9ld her 4t was the Star Supply Stores in Devonshirvre
"Squarc. Perhaps pow I had better tell you my hours of work., The ghop
- was opon 830 AF to 8 FM on Yonday, Tuesday, Thursday and Felday, on
- Baturday it closed at 10 PM. On Vednesday (Farly closing) in the
"Winter B.30 to 2 PH, Vednesday Spring and Autwnr 3«30 AN to 5 PM,
Bunper Be20 AW to 8 PH, 8o 1t was U days of mctual working of 10 hours
?”Hé&nea*day 4n Winter H )% ‘Bpring end Autumn Y%, in Summer we¢ each had
vening off at 5 P, Hours por week Vinter 57, Spring ¢ Autuan and
umner 59%, we were often disturbed at mesl times, Jack 4o attend the
0Py Honpy 4o £411 mp motor ‘bikes with 'petrol and oil, they came up the
B ﬁaaévpnasage, 1 wps FLen naila&_ta pump up %gres or. oil & pram ant
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On- ﬁatur&ay nighta some accessories wera sure Lo pet ooked off the
~glass shelves, when ‘we det the blinde down so oe being the smallest had
. to ueawl on 8 and ‘kness betvoen the new cycles then put di.811
”;gatraight aga;n;with ‘the .gorrect price tickets. Now vith” 7 bikes
~outside the shop, with lamps ‘8light, T-had one more last job ‘to do, that
was Lo ;daph along the street to Shermans sweet shop, pui-my hesd ‘and
shoulder in the door, then give my headé a back nod to Kr, Harchant.
~ .which meant we were waiting for our wages. He would come mlong the
. .street munchinpg peppermint oreans, give us our money, and we were away.
1twes generally nearer eleven o'clock than ten so you see we did more
“{Fan sixty hours a week &nd peoplec now talk of 'The Good bld daye!, IF
they had had *um ' they would rot boast *bout um'. I have mentioned the
number of prams there ware about the place but I ha¢ not seen half of
them. At the top of the building were four rooms, one wes the paint shop
the others conteined praws, push chairs, pan chalrs, cots, playpens and
two spina) chairs eight feet long with wicker work bodys large enough
for a six foot person te lay flat osui. All of those things were let out
to vieitors to the town in the summer season and it was my jobu to
deliver and fetch thew back. T had an Eadie bLack vedal)l brake hub fittied
to my bike &0 that I could ride end push anything including the spinsl
_chairs, I must have ridden hundreds of miles pushine these things to the
Sackville, Metropole, Wilton Court and other Hotels elsc to the hundred
and one Boarding houses in Edgerton road, Park road, Centelupe, “ilton,
Bversley, Amhurst etc.etc, 1 rememher I took & new pram we sold to
Winfield, T got caught in & thunder storm where thers wae no shelter,
poth the pram and myself pot thoreupghly wet, the wheels and under
carriapge of the pram got covered with mud, the farmer said it did'nt
matter, he could wash it off. Henry once borrowed e hend ftruck of ¥y,
Gordon Harris, Painter and decorator, we lomded it with s pram, pushchaip
pencheir, playpen and cot then pushed it to + bip house at Catefield,
pix or seven miles on the road te Battle., The servant brought uws & Jug
of beer, this was the first time I had tastec the stuff, I supposc we
got & little excited for I remember Henry an® I took turns riding and
pushing &8ll the way back. When we came out of the Catsfield road, by the
Kings Arms & man standing there shouted out teo us 'You are starting
Christmas early{ 1 generally cycled home to middey meal -« 2 miles - but
on wet days Lily packed up sandwiches and a chunk of cake for tea, Heanry
aluays brought a good supply of food but Jack seldom brouhrt anything, he
wonld send me to Payne's the bakers for & small milk loaf and to
Draytons, provision stores for two penny worth of chesse with instructions
%o tell Bill Hoovey to 'Let the knife slip' so that he got a big plece,
-~ he alsp sent B¢ to Findlaters for e bottle of beer. On wet days at
. tedbimey whe: ‘hnaught ‘out my cake, Jack would say 'I've never tasted
\ ket or '?hat'a a-difforsnt kind of cake, what about a bit]
, 9unger‘ JIn the summer time Mr. Harchant often took
ie ”1?@ out 4n the Tricar, generally on h Wednesday, Henry end I hed to-
‘ h e it éown~the;passage into Sen raaéati.m¢,‘ _ wid
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@&n e by train and coming hack he can ride in *he front“'. Mr. Harchant
bad $o agree to this or go himself mnd get his hands ﬁirty, Henry and I
guite - enjoyed ourselves on that stunt, A little time before Emster 1905
arl -de la Warr hed opened what wae called The Track, it wes & broad
oadvay - rusning parallel -with the _prominade up to the top of Galley HILI-
‘hipgh-6liff at the Eastern. end of the Bes front, terminated by the old
astguerd Btation, The Track started some little way beyond the Kursaal
ates, which were st the bottom of Hee read., & small wooden building vas
erected here which was talled *The Shaldt', T think I am right in eaying
"My, “Pullham, who hed s Garage and workshops in Sackville road = the
Sfiret and only Carage in the town at that time - was in charge of it, As
4o yether a charge vas made to use it I'm not sure but it vas & private
spoad e Kilometre in length, car drivers were allowed to do whet epeed
s4hey liked, on the ordinary roeds the speed limit wes I think twenty
“milee ar hour. Several telebrated enthusisetic cer personelities came to
“fexhill, I can remember two of them, F.8,.%dge Esq. snd 2 gentleman nawmed
Hapizr. Hever in g1l my life shall I forget the name Napier, for this
gentleman sold one of his six cylinder cars to some local people living
in Hastings road and Henry and I had the job of carrying 16 - sixteen «
gallons of petrol up to them much too often for my liking. Both of us
festened together two of the two gellon cans with & strong leather strap
thcn grasping the two sides of the strap with our hands, ‘1{fteé the cans
ap over our head so0 that we hed e part of the strzp over each shoulder,
now we stooped down with one can hanging on our back the other on our
fﬁhaﬁt, picked up two more. aens, then we werc teady to start on our
yvening's mile long eanstitiOnal carrying 8 » eight - gallons sach.
orkers in those days- wore not asked to do & job, they were told to do it.
remeviber one Saturday night I vas told to take & Tive gallon drum of
- 61l:pp Lo theme good customers, vhen walking along Dorset road I kicked

i omething lying en the pavement, it was moonlight, I could see it
ady's hoendbag, 1 welked -on to where I knew there was & .wall where
“steand the drum on  then’ back Lo the bag, thinking I was in luek
‘centaineﬁ stale stiﬂking £ieh ‘and chips. ~ Perhaps 1-should . '
m here that iy, ﬁarahant deaigned ‘and built his Triear. On hagter
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hts_gara up“jha Track and revar Bg ‘at the - tup:”
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sformed. ahouldar who had werkad for Fr. Pullham. Er; fallham ran a
bus service to Little Common, Sidley &md Hinfield, beforo+he did this he
.ran & private service, he charged s shilling for ihe journey Baexhill
. Little Common return. Ted had o shillings worth of this, They got back
40 Little Common then somethipg went wrong with the gear box, he cotild
onot get his forward gears but the reverse worke¢ alright o he, asked Ted
to stay in the car, then he drove beckuards into Bexhilly Med had to o
aalk home, ‘but he got his 8hilling back., One morning at Little Common I
gow, in exactly the seme place as I had seen the first ever cary by the
‘pond ‘railings, & posh mew emr mhaped like an elonpated egg, in fact it
-had the woprds 'Easter Bgg' on the side of the bonnet, it was very low
“built, painted white,it's design wvas miles nhead of the times, no
parning boards, no step, no projections whatso_ever, it was just a shell
one could only see the bottom kalf of the wheels and vhen it moved it
was almost noiseless, just a mudbdubed hissins could bLie herxrd, it was
steam driven. 4 young gentlemar who was st school iu Hestings ro&d hagd
8 motor cyele and sidecar, 1t was & Lenith with Credurr gemr. The pully
was in two separate parts, by turaing e small handlie the sldes of the
pully could be brought e¢loser together or furthcer apart so &ltering the
rear ratic, at the same time it moved the rear wheel forward and
buckwayds in the Trame to keep the driviog belt in proper adjusiment.
vhe bike was a heavy twin cylinder model. “his pay young Sport used to
drive up end down ithe seafront sitting in the sidecar and driving with
one han¢ on the handlebars but the police soon stopped himrof this
'Show off', He Lrought the bilke only in to us for repairs with
instructione that when finished it was to be taken up to the scheol and
have the sidecar refitted. Henry smid to we *You hed better come elong
with me to help with the #idecar, you can sit on the rear carpier', Ve
“4ook the bike doun the passage into Hep road facing it down to the
geafront, by turning the small handle, opened the sides of the pully %o
the fullest extent, so giving ue a frec engino, he started her up &nd
~gaid 'Get on', He started off with a bit of & jerk &5 he turned the geay
hanile and we wobbled a bit end the wobble got worse and worse a proper
. speed wobble, laying over &t &n angle of 45 degrees untill the footrest
Btruck the ground, the bike swung round ani stopped dead, I was thrown
“rdght up over Henry's head ‘but landed on my foet then had to run like
the ‘dickine Yo ‘keep my b ‘ahce, when 1 stopped :and looked back the -
ﬁngine WaB etél& unnin ‘with‘ﬁa&ry trappeé underneath tha hika. Mith e

LTS e




4 Y :uaually'the batterv wan changeﬁ at the shop,‘
3 Bck the m&n&ger did ‘the Job hoping to get a tip, I had never seen the
position of the battery in the car. When I got to Mr. Huntleys I
gxpocted to find the rundown battery in its box, but when 1 opened the
14 and Jooked 1n31de there was no battery but there were plenty of
‘ires, none of them marked not even plus + or minus -, I knew how to
i{re the battery up, positive to coil, negative to switch, that had been
ummed into me often enough, “but here I was with s boxfull of wires,
one of them markéd. I had & rare .old Job tracingthe wires buck ‘to
~trembular.coil; switch, plugs ete. At last I pot the coil te buzz and
a1l four plugs to spark, so left 1t st that, I didrn't fool about with
the lamps wiring as it was summertime. Mr. Horton of Whydown had two
msons named HMax and Rex, ¥ax was in the Roysl Havy stationed at
Poptsmonth, he had a tuin cylinder Hinerve motor bike whieh he brought
to uc sometines for repairs, He came ir with it one morning ell cevered
4n mud and oil and ssked if he could leave it for a few days ms he was
‘an lesve. Henry said 'T¢ looks as though we ought to cleen it up a bit

Wwyut Lte FVax said 'Oh no, don't touch it you never want to play aroundg
with & bilke when its going alright or something is sure to go wrong,

I have come up from Portasmouth in three quarters of an hour so it must
he poing fine' ~ - , Please Reader may I break in here to say It. Max
Auping the first VWorld War, took his Submerine into Keil Harbour, sunk
et lcast one enemy ship and damaged others then returned %o Foritamouth
unscathed, later on he rose to the rank of Rear Admiral. I believe this
keen and gallant Officer died in 1956 but I ar not msure, = = Kr, Brooks

the wineral water man rode m motor itrike around to get his orders, it
“had & big round brass petrol tumk all polished but the rest of the
M,achine:was all mud and grease, FEr. Green opened m workshop for
© - pepalring moter bikes, in his spare timc he ex_perimented in evolving
g water cooled cylinder, I mav him once at Little Common on a bike with
- wooooom " " 4 1%t had eight or ten emall copper pipee on sach
"5163 of ‘the cylinder mbout ten inches long, 1 did not notice any water
Hank butthe paseed by fairly quickly. Hr, Marchanit had an old ‘'motorbike
iown in ‘the cellar,I asked Henry if the carburetter had been taken off
“could ‘not see one, hé said *That's an old Kitto bike. one of the
' es on the. vaaé, it has 8 uurface carburettar in the
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all - Y pulling the 1ever up ‘the
’ag Aifted 0 raiemsing wompression. To start. you pedaled
. : g for a few yards, dropped the valve 1ift and you were away
T ycu were an ky. On the top of the petrol tank were three levers,
Ignition, Thro%le and Alr. Ignition advanced or retarded the Bpark,
“Throttle controled the gas from carburetter to firing chewber ond Air
/-the amount of air to the carburetter. Ted soon learned the best position
. for these levers and was soon riding around for orders for the shop also
~-delivering the goods, Then I.:got the erass so bought & secondhand Rex
win eylinder ¢ HP, the double front .forks were al) joints and springe.
Four big long springd on each wmide and twe bigper short ones at the top
; #6f the head."The maddle was hinged at the front and &t the hack had four
©big oprings nine or ten inches long., Vo discomfort wan felt no matter
“‘how big the bump or deep the depresslon that wee run over, It is maid
~that 'Open confession is good for the soul' mo let ne tell you the
‘Rogistration number DY 126 was never trensferred to ny nake nor have I
ever held .s driving licence or have T ever hac¢ an accident with a motor
bike vhen riding sole, and Henry enc T heve ridden & pood mssortment of
one kind or another namely Rex, Triuwmph, liougles, Rudge, Indian, Fafner
Hinerva, Yealand and Moore, BSA, Lincoln Elk, levie two stroke, Premier,
Bnfield, Motamacouch etc, My Rex did not run eo well as I thought it
sight do so 1 removed the plate cover of the timing and had 5 peop
inside, Thc cam wee in one plece and had two projections, the bigper
projoction worked the velve tappets, the smallcr one the meke and brake
for thc trembular coil, When you timed the spark ripght the valves were
wrong, whon you put the velves right the epark in one cylindor oceoured
before the pisten was at the top, I asked Fr, Ferchant which wes best,
to have the epark right or have the valves right, he eaid 'Golly Strikes
boy, you want them both right*, T said *I can*t co it', he hzd » look
4then sald 'The cam is uorn ont put the valves right and let the spark
take care of its self{ The result of this bad timing was bad for startin?
4% the advenced spark cylinder fired fivst the '¥Wreck'? either baak
fired mnd bucked, or jumped forward, then you had to be & bit nippy in
‘mounting, Sometimes my foot mimsed the foetrest then the ‘Yreck' went off
without me and 4id not stop untill it £ell over in the road or ploughed
“4uto the bank at the weadside, T might just mention that the footrest
was o plece of two inch water pipe bashed throughthe bvottom bLracket
where the cranks and pedals had once beenm. This pipe projected nine or
“ten inches ench side mnd was made more Firm by hoving blacksmith's
ﬁhcaing nailﬁ 5rivan in all round it en both sides, it made a pretty
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harlie Mayer was one of fhe Tittle Common lads, he worked far a
"_3ird &n electricel engireer in Bexhill. ¥r. Baird, on a Saturday
n, woula sometimes take a dummy torpedo down to-'thé beach near
rmaal ‘and would send it out into ‘the sea then .manceuvre 4t about
¥ ‘remote ‘control. I think this must have been the Mr, Beird who years
TterWards invented a circuit for television, His invention was never
taken up, a ¢ifferent circult was used¢ by the ERC. You all surely must

o “Know what happered to this unfortunete msn. - Yr, Marchant tad e brother
. sHarry who had a cycle and pram shop at &t lLeonsrds, his Partaer was

L ¥Mre -Hunniset who came to preach at Little Common Chapel. Henry oflen had
to cell at the 5% Leonards shop for various resona before he came to

ork which made hin late. Mr. Marchant - Lrnest - often rang Herry on
he pjone and when about to do o would say to Jack 'I am going to ring
The other End' and pometimes he would ask Jack if the 'Other End' had

pung up. One morning when Honry was late and 1 rad opened the shop the
“%elephone bell rang, I had never spoken over the phone before but I
spusssed it vas Harry, so 1 lifted the receiver and said 'Is that the
Other End' Harry said 'Yes you bally Sdiot itc the other end and this

gné too, who is that? I snovercd 'Elliott' +thern he meid 'Call Brn I
want to speak to him, It was e long time boefore 1 heard the last of that
The roof of the workshop leaked like & sievs, vhen 14t rained hard the
water ran all over the floor, Once, when the place hac dryed out after
heavy rain, Kr, Merchant tald Hemry to fetch all of the ncarly empty
paint tins from the paint shop, put all of the fatty paint into one tin,
regardless of colour, then paint all of the putty joiuts of the glass
reof outside. llenry hod been on the roof for sometime vhen there wos a
erash, he had put his foot through the glass and of course T wac right
underneath, a piece of glass stuck into vy head., Ted Abbott who happened
to be coming up the Eea rond pmssage looked in and pulled it out.

Kry, Marchant was sgoon on the scene then sent re te Iiry Iuchare who
probed the wound snd seid there was no more glass, he stuck a bandage on
which looked like & cap worn by & dunce, this caused ten daye of
denghter in the workshop untill the Cep was removed. I have mentioned

#ed Abbott, be was & Plumber by trade, he worked for Gordon Harris,
FPainter end Decorator, general house repairs etc. Ted came in wanting

some petrol for his blovw lamp soldering iron. He toldé us he was just off
to solder up & coffin which had a2 lead shell, =~ -~ llere Ladies, I advise
you to omit reading the next few paragraphs. - ~ Ted came back later to

483l us 4t was Hrs, 5 wewe's body in the coffin, & well known faidrly
- ‘big stout lady, the body had swollen so much he could not eclese the 1id,
“and that his:mate, a big burly chap, had %o sit on the lid to hold it

own, but hie weight wae not enough, lie told us what he had to do to
nable h&m ta e@ the soiéering but T ﬁust ot record the way in which he

; ethar he'was ;;1ng§ha ﬁﬁuth or: aniy“'ulling our 1eg I dcn*t knew butv
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aord my workiag é&ys at Mak¢hnuts fresh thoughts come to mind.
¥ =Vhad resliy_iorgotten. Thera vae o cycla tyrehaallvd ?1uis

_ém ftratg then.urag:the wider;edge 4nto the rimon top of the.
v oney 4t wes: ‘418ficuit to make the tyre airtipght. Wo solved. this
blem by emearing 6o0ft soap /1l along the edges where they overlapped.
Another thing we did was to retremd oycle tyres when the wired edge came
into ‘fpmhion. ¥e had & ¢ircle of thin wood shaped like o drum but with no
top Oy bottom, sawn across so that the circumferance could be made emell
or 26"tyres or expended for 28", At one end were two bolis with winged
nutis, at the otber two long elote to slide past the bolts, when the
bhoite were tightened it was all firm. The tyre was put on to the drum
en the old rubber removed by Gpplying a little heat from & gos Jet
ging eareful.mot to singe the Ganvas. Rubber solution wae brushed on to
e canvas. and nev treamd, then the treed vas stretched on at once before
the golution became tacky. It wan left to sot for 12 hourse before
¥itting it on to the rim. Henry was just finnishing onc of these Jjobs,
he was pumping it wp,-and as Mr. Marchant came into the workehop there
was & loud hang, ke had scorched the canvas so meking it weak.
Mr. Barchant said 'Golly strikes Cox you have wmessed that lot up'.
The Rev, Kortlock Vicar of 8t Barnabus Church had a car, Hemry and 1
wvere sometimes sent to clean and polish it, check tyres eto, Tr. Bcyurm
also hed & ear, we did the asame for him , out his ouifit was o terrible
0ld thine like you see nowadmys in the Old Crock’'s run London to
Bripghton. Rowden casing mnd wive was used for the controls. As one of
these wires broke, Py, Marchant took me with hin , we fitted all new
wiring., As we had po blowlamp, my job was to heat up the soldering iron
in the kitchen fire,run with it along a passape, across a grass patch to
the garsce, by the time one joint was fixed the iron was too cool to do
any more., How meny times I made that dash I couldr't say, but it took us
several hours to get the job dope. The sicoring wos in & shocking state,
the wheel wobbled sboul on the werm thread, 8o we %took the steering down
- #nd in the workshep filed about an eighth of un inch off the side plates
50 that they could be brought closer together, then we put them on to the
steoring column and put the plates 4n the vice, we smeared 4the thrend
.with rrinding in paste then turned the colump up and down tightening the
“yice up es required. It took a long time to do but the result wac s
spurprising it-tightened everything up OK, Sometime after this kr.
Harchont sold the Ur, e noew bi Diom ear, the body was in iwo paris so
“ghat it ‘could be a two or four semter, As Henry end I were washing this
recious nev ear dewn a cat welked along the garden wall end on to one
he garage gates, thé other gate wme:.open, the cal was hesitating
the open epace, bo flenry brought the hose round to gpray
' ';3%ar¢hant came ‘through the open gabe
' 45 he

Golly atrikas Cox what'do you %hink }au are dding“ 5




Ay “Indian Potentat
tayed for quite s ‘timey ‘wag tlie Hurahajor of o is Hary |
L @everal of his children 4o ride, Henry told weé ‘that he had %o go

t0 “the Motel ‘to arrange the times for lessons ani found %he wvarious
othars all reclining on posh settecs, A Lady ané Gentleman ~ not local
le « brought their ¢yecles to thé shop to have a puncturs repaired
| ‘Beny¥y was called o ‘bring the cyecles round to the workshov, As he
ihed ‘the outfit into the workshop he said 'Heve a look at this lot!' I
od smazcd &t what I saw. The two cycles werc joined or breced
other side by eide,” the front forks had a contraption of flat izron
Universal joints, when one of the handlebars waes turned the other
Lurned et the same time and at the same angle. The Gentleman told us
wife was & very nefvous rider, by having the cycles braced togethey
pod it would give her more confidence so that in the near future she
ould be able to ride molo. A local Gentleman broupght his cycle to us
or -genoral overhaul, it was: called a Sociatle, the machine had not been
‘pidden for cometime. This outfit had only two wheels but everything elpe
wae duplicated, two handlebars, two paddles, two pairs of cranks and
pedals, the handlebars overlapped so the riders sat side by side and arn
. 4n arm. ¥hen we had put the machine into ship shape order lenry said 'We
had better try this lot out', I said 'You ere much heavier than I am, we
shell not balance!, then he said t'We shall soon find all that out! so
down ihe pessapge ve went, He spoke the usual two words 'Get on' so I
‘obeyed. He mounted and as we went down Sea road the machine seemed to be
perfectly upright, I said 'Which way are wec pgoing', he said 'liold the
handlebars lightly, I'11 do the steering. We went through the narrow
Kurepal gebeway close to the pavement, I szid 'Now where are you golng',
he said 'The Track{ we rode along to the bottom of Gally Hill then
uwrned round without dismounting end startec the return journay. How
niy the railings seperated ue frouthe prominede eand pe the time was mid
pning there were lots of 'wisitors about. They etood and stared, hardly
Aeving what they saw. Two young hatless chaps in their shirt gleeves
h their ties flepping back over their ehoulders, sitting sifie by side
n pne ¢ycle and riding arm in srm, Er, MARCVAYT said his tricar was
ficldncd to overheat on hot summer deye ecpecially on hills, The radiater
85 .shaped 1like an arch over the engine, the water fank 2tthe top was
with nine inch cooling pipes mt each side, we btook the
nd removed the pipes, then we soldered in-new half inch
teen inches longy and lbxded them with ‘furreles The
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*instead ot get -on = ﬁenry~sa1d We went down Sea road 4o
urned leftand naturally onto.the Track, when we returne émry-did not
“stop at the passage but for some roeason continued btraigbth,n ‘up towards
he Railway Station. The machine slowsd ‘Gown a bit and seehed:to drag,
‘86 Henry-opened her up ‘and - alwpost immediatly the rear driving whoel
umped round to the right, then boefore you could say ‘'Jaek Rob;nson‘ we
sent bump, bump, up on to the pavement, up the short inuline, ‘through -
he open doible doors of-: the Post Office and stopped just ‘before we hit
he counters The Clerk paid 'What the wame—e ~ww- do you want', lenry
pid, ‘Ha'penny stamp pleade', The Llerk paid 'Take that wewem~ Thing
out of here!,Henry maid 'Ok Ok', Ve pushed the 'Thing out backwards.
People were beginning to celleot some looked scornful, others who may
have witnessed all of our ecscapsde grinned. Ye took '"he Thing'! back
down to the paaaage and Henry said, 'Stay here I supposce I must go and
tell Hr, Harchant!{ After s few minutes they came back together, ¥r., M.
wae saying 'You don't knov bow to drive with ©Tiller steering, I'll shovw
you', then off they went down Sea road. /ibout helf an hour later Henry
game upr the paesage grinning, he said ‘'He's done it', Tt eppears thet
Kr, i, turned right at the bottor of Sen rozi, they got as far as
Devonshire road when & tramear cams round the corner, ag ir. B turned
avway from it the reay wheel of 'The Thing' jumped round and hit the curb
then callapsed on to the pavement. We had to fit a new rim and if I
remember right the tyre burst so had¢ to be renewed. I don't suppose
people buy ‘Ha'penny stemps at the Sea road Post Uffice nowalays.
We had a Fost Morton on YThe Thing'and found out the trouble, the
driving chain to the rear wheel was too tight, after releasing it
‘The Thing' went like a bird.,~ -~ In the early days of motor bikes the
exhaust pipe was shert, on the end of it was the sllencer. The silencer
was sheped like a'large fruit tin but mede of sheet iron, dnside of it
were a niwmber of metal plates with smell holes called Baffel platee,
thie reduced the nolise of the exhaust, In time the fashion chanpged to
very long exhsust or Pop pilpes-.as thoy were ‘called reoaching right to the
rear of $he bike and they ha¢ mno silencer. I .had the job of changing the
" Taxhausti ﬁyats,tto ‘the new: idea on & ' Triumph bike. The stes)l tubing I
uged wag about 2" 4n ﬁiametar about 5 feet lang, I drove 8 wooaun plug



everything was GK. -

'1fhavL written a fuir pecount of my working days ot Marchanta 50 NOwW
2N little 0f my free time or can I ssay sociai life, '

Qne‘mérq;hing,has come to my mind. ther than Sundays we.only got two
whole days holiday, Christmas Day and Gooé Friday. Foxing Day 'we epened
for “thildireh to spend their cash Christmas prescnis, Lecter, Whitson and
August Benk helxaay ‘we were open untill &ll of ovr hire cycles had been
“salen out, if we pot mway by 2 ofclock we were lucky, we ususlly spent
S ipeverel dayes getting these blessed ‘bikes fitted up, often vhen we
Soomrrived in the morning we found Mr. Marchant had got up early .and
“-slapped enemel over several of them, What & 1ife, = = =

When I first arriver st Harchants 1 soon found out thet Fenry wae & bit
of & fisherman andé bird fencier. He fighed off the btench £t 7t Leonards
‘with other people, he often told re what & job they hed to lend bipg
congar eels, 1 also went fishing with Frank Cheal the barbers son, the
only day we could go was Wednesdey. Bluff Pierce, who was lendlord at
the Star Inn st Sluice wbhen I was Telepravh Mescsenper took over as
Landloré &t the benbeigh Votel lLittle Common. FPe hed a boat st Cooden
‘which he let us use providing we went 2 miles out to ses and empty his
whelk pots, thev take the whelks up to the Denbeipgh. Of course we had to
know exnctly where to find these whelk pets so biuvff{ took us out and
expleined how to get our beanrings. '"he distant signsl - which T have
_smlready mentioned « h&ad to be ir dine with the Oast Houses at Upper
o Barnhorn ferm and & Wartello Wower dm line with & group of Cedar %rees
. ou the Southdowns well ‘inland from Eastbourne, vhen you got these
“factors in line at ‘the same time you were mt the correct spot, then by
ipowing round & bit we soor found the big flet picces of cork floating
" onh the water which were ettached to the pots with a long rope. Defore we
pulled them up we fished for sbout 2 hours catching mostly Vhiting also
] few bams, Lily 1iked %o have ‘gsome of the Whiting as she was on a diet
i+l od, she haé a weak stonaeh, Bluff seemeﬁ




which were hanging o ‘the autsiée. I ramember the 1aat time*We ‘went out
t was & bit frightening for: %he $idé waa not really right; 4t was & -
windy dey and the sea was ough.'I told Frank I thought it was -toe rough
nit he ‘dnsisted and sai@ AJack Barns apd. Bill Ford are oul thera mo it o
111 ve alright for us's The: “two' tishermen were only about ‘a quarter of
~mileout :attending to their lines. #fter the third attempt we got avay
ut we werc pulling against tYhe tide, it was hard pgoing, we made veory
y.progress. We got I supposeabovt a mile out, Frank didn't Feel too
gobd, he was always prone’ %o -Bon alcknabs, 50 we decided to return., To
turn the boat brordaide:dn to: the waves was B dangerous manoeuver, we
seounted up the waves as thay adme beoamuse every seventh ie supposed to
“be & big onc. We got throe parts: round when a big one hit us, part of it

' gape over the side of the bbat dut we were round and running for the
shore, the tide was strong taking us past Cooden in the direction of
“Bexhill. It was ebb tide, we grounded o- rocks aboui one hunired feet
from the sand, ther we heard somebne shout, it was Pluff's son and he
ceme to our rescu=. A8 he waded out to us we got out of the bhoat,

between us we drogped it back to Cooden, I expect he told Pluff ell

about it for Frank and I neverivent fishing ir his bost agein. = «

‘Frank Cheal and Denry Cox both ¥Kept Canaries, Prank hod several, I had

often seen them iu our school days, Henry had only one pair. VYhen his

gock bird died, I went with him to KHr. Tutts bire shop in western romd.

~ In the window wns & nice ‘cock canary einging its head neariy off so we
i went in and Henry asked:the price, MHrs Tutt wvanted fifteen shillings for
. dt. Henry Rsked him to keep it for m few days while he saved up the
_money, Very soon afterwards when one day 1 got beck frem diumner, the
canary, in a small cege, wae in the workehop still singing, it just
never stopped singinzg. Henry smid -'You oupght to get a pair of canaries',
1 ‘saved up fifteen shillinpge and Hee Tutt 80ld me & cock bird for
foeurteen, of course 4t was in the vorkshop untill I went home, it sang
11 the afternoon, Fr, Harchant aasid #Golly strikes Cox how many fore of
these screeshy things avre you going.to bring heret, ah, if he had only
ﬁhere I got & hen;bird 2romf fail tc remenber, 3he laid four
3 I couldn't do

vely: aong. ab



‘ ﬁ,:we tied Y atroag aarﬁ eight feet long to the free rods
verlapped and ‘at its centre tied & long cord which wouvld
19 ‘our -hide about sixty feet away, The nets wers now ‘opened back
lat - aO'that ‘we had & bare space between them of ten feet by seven feet
‘where we placed the ¢all blrds in their small cages and also the brace
. ‘birds The brace bird was & linnel we had caught when we firat started
4o umse the nets. It was very tame and always eager to hop from its cage
into a small cage which we carried it in on our excurshions. Ve had put
a double loop of very soft string, with 2 small brass swivel round its
body under its wings. Cruel youw say, well read on and think again. This
bird wae attached by a piece of etring about eighteen inches long to &
short stick which we could pull up or let down. The bird would pick up
seed that we put near if but when we pulled the brace stick up it would
et once fly up on to the stich andé so attrect other birds, Ve had this
bird & long time, two or three yesrs, ¥hen we had to pack up bird
catching vecause of the War clouds we cut the brace off then released it
It hung about in the gerden for several days, Ted put out peed for it,
but it eventuaslly disappeared none the worse for its experiences,
Prank, Ted &and I often got up et daybreask to go bird catching,
Goldfinches and some other wild Birds were protested by law s0 vere not
. allowed to be caught. Yhen we returnsd we boldly welked through {the
=- .pentre of the villege past the pollceman, who generally stood in the
- centre of the crossroads. He would smile, we said 'Good morning' and
. .passed by, we -had our nets in long canvas bags to make it leok &s though
we had been fiphing. We only pullsd our nets when o bird we wanted would
“be crughty Goldfinoch, Greenfinch, Linnet etee, ve caught dokens of
“Redpoles but yelcmsed them straight awvay. One early merning when Ted and
were. ﬁuttlng ouy oall birds into small cages Ka told us ‘theve was e
the yard, &t was .Percy Dibley he 1lived: at Sidley, but here he
mmen at ?1Ve thirty,in the merning : & ;very rtranga




- " w3
hen fell bacP 4o ‘hair oﬁiginal pedition as Percv alippe& newn ihe bank
nd awey went 211 of the Tinches. - = - Frank was now keeping his birds
at-the new Parbers shop, the Freshwater Cottare where Aunt ¥arm had
ved, A M¥r. Fllis, who 1ived in Bexhill, wot a job in 1dttle Gommon, he
was a-.carpenter ané‘ﬂabiﬁet:maker_by*trade. Ye visited the Rarbers shop,
sawv Ppank's birds and Prabk told him about me. ¥e came to mee.my birds
and-said 'I1f you can ‘breed cenaries like this why ‘on't you pet some
petter ones, prize birds like I keep, then you ran join the Liastings
ird Club and show your birds and perhaps win some prizes', 7 sold some -
6wy birds, then ou & certain Sunday afternoon went with Frank and
““Lan Thomas = another bird fancier « to ¥r., %llis's house to see his
“hirds. His Horwich Tlainhead canmaries were nll colour fed making their
featherc a salwon - orange colour. I came away with fiva pounds worth
of birds in = paper bsg. T paid him a pgolden sovereirn, he sadd 'Don't
bother to pay any more nov, any old time will ‘o, you raw now join our
Bird Club an’i good luck to you'., Frank Dan an: ¥ joined the " lub and
later spent mary heppy hours or Wednesday evening= &t the Hoysl Osk
fiotel Hastinpge wherc the meetings were held., ¥r. Vilis had wor the Cup
at Lhe last Annuasl Show and Dan wanted to buy tke birdé which had won 1%.
At lest Fr. '1lis anreced to let him hesve it for s sovereipgr, when a
little Club show was helsd et the Royal Osk for Pairs matched for
breeding, Dan wor first prize nd &id we have a job to get him home,
‘Several times I von prizes at our Annual Showr which Venry always
vigited, & liev., Gentlemar cludb menber kept foreisr hirds ard always sent
colourful specimens, his lovely parrot was elways on show and vas always
surrounded by vieitors because of the words he sald so plainly, any lady
only had to say 'Pretty Polly' then off he would go, 'Pretty Folly,
pot of beer, hurry up or you'll get 2 thiek epr, - - « T caught =n
(ireernfinch just before one of our Annual shows, he tamed down so suiekly
if I held the show cage uvp to his enge then onen both doors in he would
g0y I could ctroke hie back with my pencil and 1ift his beak anrnd head to
‘make him ntand uprisht and streight. I entered hir in the clsss for
. Any British Bird, ke got third prise, the firct prize was won by a
" Hawfinch, a hichly coloured bird. At thie show 1 won three first priszes,.
Y gave my Greenfineh his liberty the very next mornings. As 1 had now
on more than three first prizes 1 wes no lonper a Novice so would have
o enter my :birde in tle open classes which meant I must. improve ny
tock. Ted had got the bird oraze -now. so hought a pair of nriep of
r. Penn 6115 . member of -oux 1ub whefhsd a Gents Outfitt rs hop. in
; j ‘ 3ad . believe -
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ammy untill ‘the “fourth wao 1&1&. then I removeu the dummys ang put- the
oper “eggs sback and tosk: the cock ‘bird avay. Sometimes the Ean would
not feed the young, thern I put the cock back. Sometimes he would feed
hem and efter s day-or two the hen would help, then all was well, but
‘often he would pick the yeung up by the moruff of the neekand drop them
‘on the floor of the sage. If the brood was reised there was more trouble
:ghend for beforc the young could fend ‘for themselves the 0ld birds would
ull-put their feathers -and start meking e new nest with ‘them. This
pt&llem putting the young into a Nursery cage and hanging it on to the
d birdis cage. so that ¥eeding could take place through the .wires. Even
this did not aways prove succeesful for the old birds were ever on the
-alert to pinch & few femtherss Tt seemed to be trouble trouble sll the
Adime untill one Sundey morning when T wes cleanirpg out the cages ~ I had
about 40 birde at this time » I noticed that my bset coek bird wes
exchanging calle with Ted's hen bird so I put the two cepges closc
together so thet they could sec sach other then I could see they were
both eager to meet. On the following Wednesday I put the hen back inte
her appointed place then introduced the coek btircé, they mated al onoe.
1 put a nest pan in, hung up building waterial and watched for results.
They were in a terridle hurry and built a beeutiful nesifar better than
ary of my other birds. They had four eggs, I took the cock away as usuale
¥our chicks wers hatche’ ond 1 noticed when the hen vas foeding them she
held her head¢ & hit sideways. Yes, poor dear, che was blind i one eye,
but she perscverae. and brought thew ell up with ro trouble whatsocver.
when the young could feed themselves Y took ther avay and soon goticed
that one of them wac & good one, Here was & chance to show & bird which
I hed bred oyself, all my other firet prizes had becn birds which I had
“bought of ¥r. Ellis. This speciel youngster I kept in o cage by its self
and watched its progress cerefully. I vas particularly cerziul over the
colour feedings A young cenary does not loose its wing or tall feathers
in its first moult and ie called an Unflighted bird,. ¥y youngster came.
“through the moult well, the wing and tail'feathers looked & lovely
_ellow apainst the ralman « orange of the rept of ite femthers. Our
Annual Shov was in three weeks time mnd my oyes werc on the fup whieh
Mr, Ellis hold, The Claphan bird show was in ten days time Bo I decided
wto send fy Unflighted bird, alse two or three others just to see if the
adge would be ap impressed as I was, The aumber on the entry ticket was
ixteen s0 my . ﬁnflighted would have at capt fiftcen other birds to beat
“had ! on the amount they - would sell the
3 ] aya yut £6 q eyyiéﬁ hr-




rried out and’
'_hnwf Hr. B11d

}X i E 1 i ? B
‘bhz hiad 1t up,in the ﬁrner, Al going to teke that Gﬂp.frnm ¥o
E next Bhow' , He spid 2Y¥ou wont you know, becsuse ¥Fr. Beker my old Pad
'pon the Isle of Wight bought your bird for the six pounds you put on it
ou lucky chap, ‘T would dike to sell a few birds at that price'. MNyself,
- was heppy and yet diesppointed, I had bred e prize winner, and lost it
bout & yeer leter Mr, Elidis told me he had hesrd from Mr. Beker saying
the Unflighted he bought 'mt the Clapham Show turned out $o be w hen bird
and that it would not “do this, that .or the other, he ha:l mot bred
‘snything et 81l from ity 4t was o waste of money, - ~ ﬁh well I suppose
W all have dasappointments sometimes, = =

PRE “VILLAGE

“Host of the Pird Shews were held in October, when the excitment was all
‘pyeor my thoughis turned to November The fifth, Bonfire night.
Practically ell of the villegers turned out to witness the Celcbrations.
The young working men of the villege borrowed e cart of George Dicks the
Wheelwripht then, with the various farmers perniscion e¢ollected &ll of
the hedpge trimrings mround the lsnee and fields, thesc were plaeced on
the gresn in front of Wymborns the blackswithe, The villapers brought
out ell of their dimcerded lumber, broker tables, chairs, enything that
would burn. Sometipes the Gentry would supply the Eonfire Beys with
fifty fappote so altogether there wees 2 hugs pile of materisl twenty
feet hipgh, The Guy waes made up in the ecoach= house behiné the Wheatsheaf
Fred Gillhom wnd T sometimes had & hand in this stuffing etraw into 2
sack for the hody also into the arme and legs of old clothes which
someone haé brought. The hemd was made up, then s mesk was fitted, A lan?,
burning coloured flare wae ettached, everything was ready for the night
‘Btepher Gillhan - Freds father = had been having the band practising for
weeke, 21l of ite members wore costuwmes, Levi Cheal « Franke fatherw
played the biz bass instrument which hung round his body, he wig dressed
ae a Scotohuan with Hilt and being six feet tall made o fine looking
figure. The toreh light processiony heade: by the band peraced round
- pbout the villape ealling at the blg houses 4o play a few seleciionsy nol
~forgetiing Elliott's shop, et each stop repeating the old Rhyme.
emomber remember the £ifth of Hovember the gunpowder ipeason and plot
I knoypo reason why gunpowder ‘tregaon should ever be forgot .
Bay. Fawkeu guy ‘twas his intent to blew up the King =nd Pavliment
barrels dey ‘below. to prowe .01d hngl&nds overthrov




part of th _fan anﬂ
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Bht
”sailing shiip of - the line, the b
¢ ‘ona solid bleck of wood, It was ch _
from Flliott's shop, it was Tired severa -imas during'the evelngs T
011 renenber one Bonfire night watching the men charging this old gun,
wneone said "There's @ bit too much. powder for a charge'! somebne slse
said ‘Bung it all in, its the last go, but save enocugh for the touch,?
‘the powder was rammed down with a stout pele, paper was put in and egain
i orammed well dowk, punpowder was put in and around the touch hole, all
wee ready for flwl“g. The firinz stiek was called for, it was = long
¢ane with a fusee mateh at the end, but altho' a search was uwade it
dould not be found. Borney said he would use a sguib to fire it, Borney
was a reletive of Wymborns the blacksmiths, & well known village
character, e wat completely bald, mot 2 hair on his head, he wore an
6ld slouch huat with & wrinkled brim pulled down so thst it nade hie ears
-stivk out, Berney, I ar sorry to say had had ‘one over the'eight' when
the squid was merrily fizzing he applied it %o the touch hole, there was
‘a2 huge explosion and e cloud of smoke and as he staggered back I could
. Bee by the light of the bonfire thet his face wos covered vith blood,
part of the charge had blown back out of the touch hole ur into his face
‘Forney was assisted into the ‘Fublic kar of the Wheatsheaf and that wes
the 1&st“1 sav of hix that evening. == Cutting from Pexhill Obscrver =-
QUOTE. ‘The Duke Bros. found what is now ealled the off licence irade
very brafthble i the deys wher there was no limit on hours of sale.
In fact or one ovcasion they were completely cleanet out of baer,. gines
and spirits by the Little Common Qoﬁfi?ef%eys the day after they hed
. oglebrated the flfth, ;hey etill wonted %y eelabrate~ and they didy dn a
: ,zgwath belongxng to’ Kewhurat Farm w%ich %hen stoad ﬁppasite.ﬁﬁkea'stores




ﬁge Heanesﬁay afternaaa E early cloaing day - ' B
found Pa packing up goods to be ‘delivered: 3n.Bexh111 by—k:, hi;%-n‘the
1lage ccarrior, ‘He t0ld me some Goverment Officials had #1leds Phey
wantaﬁ ‘to know how sany peunds of sugar, tea, bubter, margorine j&m:atc
'd in st@ék,lﬁnd ho many chceses &ad sides of b&cea,

=

Podr Fa'ls £oot was c&ﬂsing a 1&2 af pain and traﬁhlv BO TPl }uraaeh
psrrnufed for -him to go Anto 3i'leonards Hospitel ifor a sperial
~examination. After about a week Dr. ctlled and szid the only thing that
soull be-done was to amputate it. A Week passed then when the Dr. came
srain he sald the trouble wes moving up the leg’ ‘and smputation would
heve to be at the knes, 'This was done and ¥'a was or crutches for
sometime, then ke had an artificial leg which proved to be too heavy te
drap around, eventually he became bed ridden for & long nunbsr of yearss
1ily helped in the shop sometimes and poor Fa had her hande full.

Ted hed various people to mssist him irn the shop.:

The Dritish Roysl havy held a Grand Review of the Fleet atl Spit Resd,

1 forget which year it was but various Heads of State vere invited to
witness 1t. As King Fdvard and Halser ¥illiam moved up and down the
lines of vessels in & launch, 4t was ssld the Kiug pave tht Kaicer a
playful slar orn his rump end said *What do you think of it'.

The koiser ook offence at ‘hie and reburped back o Germany resclved

to build & bigper aud more poverful Havy, whieh he did.

1 onece read in & childe book that a Tiroeowork is no esrthly good to
‘anyone untill it har & match put to it, then il Goes what it is made

40 G0, it goes off', The Kaiser mnsi have thought the same about his
Favy eng Army. for he applied the match thet set the whole world ablaze,
and on ifugust the fourih 1914 , BEritain wes el woar with Gerpanya




« Raver :
2foap And YRR i wes & bit' fgg up’ with cleen ing bikﬂﬁ;ﬂﬂﬁuﬁﬂﬁhlﬂ

bms arounc I too joined up dr-Detober. Hajor ! irehurst asked pe 47 I
ented to be A iriver or e Bapper so I saic¢ “1{ Lrivers have to ride
orsas I shall have to be & nayper as 1 heve pever ricdsp a horsc or

now anything sbout them's Then ¥ajor Ve saic "I oughi-to. Know you, dong
you work at Harchante, you sometimes clean and repair my eyele ane bring
& dewn to thHe Zlectricity Works for we" I replied "Jea Sir", then he

& Mgnd you ‘do motor bikes too, I have seen you going. arouni, so I'll
t,veu {down as Sapper, and your trade ss lotor &nd cyale Fechanle, you
ay pet ‘more money that way, I want some more pood tradesmen'. A day or
too loter T passed wy medical, then left Herchants. Ir the Victoriel Hall
. ¥ith mery other men,svore my alllegance to the King for the third time,
but this time it was to Fing George V. For a week or twe we went by
Xrain to £%' Leonards Drill Hell nearly every e¢vening, had a 1little
drill, listened to telks then a Fife and drum hand ves formed, I had a
fife. After & few band practices we were soon cut o the streets making
& showv, but none of us had any uriform, vell cnly the Bergeant. Then for
& tine ve vere billited at 8t' Leonards. ¥e moved to Clewer, & little
“y¢illage near ¥Windsor and had the chance to look arourd the Castle. After
one of pour visite to the Custle our lLapdlady, ¥ro. Green, zsked us if ve
thed seer the 'Black arse' we conld not understand vhot she meant, she

ver referring to the Stetue seated on & Black Forse et the end of the.
Long Halk. ¥We soow left Clewer mnd arrived st Slough. One wet morning we
hed & leeture by s Staff Officer, one of ithe firct things he said was
"You needn't think €het becwuse you are H.us. you willego “on picnice and
beanos because you will be first in and last out”. I thought he meant
thet as we had joined up falrly early we should Le last to be demobolized
Jike it says iz the prrabtle in the Bible, The first shell be last and thé
“last first, but thet was not what he mennt asdtpu will understand & bit
“later one Dn another very wet ¢old day we merdhed to Runny Head in
Yindsor Great Park, where King John signed the Fapgna-charia,  -ford
¥itchener was going to inspect us. We hed several miles o travel e
atood about out in the open witk no wniforms for uoveral h@urs, then
“some of the wmer T€ll down in a Taint, the bipger mﬂra_fﬁbﬁst pen

pulled them to thelr feet then wnlked them aboul to gel v 1ittle 1ife
~dnto them. A% ‘1ast two Cars’ ﬁyﬂeareu, thcg saappan, an Qf£¢¢ar suergoes

i home''y ﬁheﬂ
ﬁ&ﬂ? thiﬁgs
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1914 - 1918

ranee axﬁ before the week was ‘But 4 .
“2Killed 4n Action', Is the enriy &ays ‘of the war an ngineer foicer'e
average time in the front line was fourteen days, he was then’ wick, oy
nmissing, wounded or killed, & Sapper's time ves two montha, =
‘Christmes 1914 we had Leave, but went in four groups. Groyp one went and
turned before Christmes, Group two were hame for Christmas, Groups
three and four afterwards. I was drawn out of the hat for rrﬁup two.
- ome of us had part of our uniform, some had a.tunic ‘only others
= i%rousers only, one or two had & ¢a&p, we were a proper 'Fred Carno's army
- AUt before we could po home we had to have full uniforam. I got fitted up
QK exeept that the overcoat was wiles too bip, the Guarter Master said
, 14 will ‘keep you warm in the train but don't wear it in the street,
iRl 100kS mewwes awful, = = Our serious training L.eger at Slouph, each
: ‘day- we went to lLangley Blaeck Park digging trenches, sand« bagl ing the
‘parapets, saking hurdles and faceens, revetting the sides of the
C Arenches ‘then with guncotton Blew it all up. ¥e leid mines, blew up trees
aad had instructions with the Weatstone Pridge. YWe ¢id light and heavy
‘?restle brideing -~ - I have & photo of & heavy bridge in the making = =
glso of course we aid & pood bit of barbewiring. We went to Fenley for
.. Pontoon training the wealher had beer wet a° ¢ wincy so when we got there
. we found all but one of the pontoons had beer washed down the river and
“over the weir, they had not been properly secured by ths RE Company who
find been there before us. We were lucky to have several fishernern from
Hookwn-nore and Haptings in our mob, Ey commandeering & few boats they
soon had all eleven of them back, it was quite rood fun pleaying about
with them. Sergeant Hajor Bdwards knev his stuff, wve soon tiecame
~proficient. ¥e practised sceveral times at night ir the dark, then came
the first test to build the bridr-e st night ir the shortest time
possible. The record time of twentyfive minutes wac held by a Rerular
Tield Coy. we 8id it in tuwenty-three, hut I'm afraid ve cheated a 1ittle
Instesd of rushing the pontoons straipght ovt one by one. we built the
bridge all elong beside the river bank then pushed the end of it out inte
the flow of the river, the current swung it round, ther at & given
signal by Jimmy Edwards the znchor men 4in the bow of the pontoons
dropped thelr anchors and the job was dene. Th last test was in
- daylight in conjunction with the Eastbourne Ric who had been practising
-pn the opposite bank,we had to bridge right across the river, it ook
waatyfour pontoons -to go this, We put an extra lot of Road=bearesrs,
Baxks and ?hassea - thiak ylanks w.on o the far end af our part of the

ﬁnrder wes givung
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dn Soy pasaed throngh thﬁ cut. Althe' there woas sone washﬂﬁ "ch made the
pontoons bob sbout the bridge held. Our skillful boatmen nov ‘Eppeared
'theﬁt_aking the ‘ropes vhich we had been holding, fixed thenm §é their
te andiby rowing hard brought the pair of twelves baekAintp ‘position
1B hey were quickly joined up much to the amusement of the'Brass Hats
“Phe  hext day ve returned to Slough.~- We finished our musketry .course on
the Eiitts &t Runny Memd, it was group firing at one &nd ‘two hundred
yerds, then ten rounds rapid at three hundred. After wy group had fired,
“4he target markers came back, one of them asked who was on mumber nine
Q‘I=yaﬁfl angwered, he said "We markers had z sweepsteke ond I won four
L nugsiber nine, you got six bullms, threc inners and one wagple in
o _tha vay%d. During the day Sapper Offord unfortunately falled to close
" sthe bolt of his rifle securely sc when he fire¢ the bolt sprang basck and
eut his | eheek. Sometime afterwards, vhen we were in France this same men
‘when naing an Adze, cut right through the toe of his boot also cutting
“nis toeBs It's funny how thease small incidents come back to mind, for
‘that heppened more than fifty years ago. It was in Windsor Great Park
that wo were inspected by King George V. le just rode by on his horse.
Tte lcoked sand and wvorried. Yesrs aftéerwards he hed ‘Bn illness and went
" tp Bognor to recuperate,hence the towns nevw name of Bopnor Regis.
~Ope day in early Hey 1915 ehen we returned from Langley the Sgt. Major
“drew us up to attention then said “The following men whose names T call
will fall out en the right", I was one of them, we were Leipg put ona
araft for overseas, seventy of us. The total strengih of an RE Field Coy-
is about 200 irmcluding Teadguarters and Drivers. The original Coy.
Jlapded in France before Christmas 1914, and now it -was Hmy 11815 vhat
&xful casualities they must have suifered in five monthe to want seventy
more men. ¥e had our fipel inoculation and were glven o few faye lLeave.
~he. gy Tience was working as cashier with John Lewis & Co. in Oxford St.
. Laddon I Becided to brake my journey end meet her eutside her place of
.~ smployment when she left worke. Gladys was very: surprisad vhan-I-teld her
A% wes my ewbercation Leave, she szid "I you are going. hame, 1 an
coming-with you". She dashed baeck intec the sbop to tell'the ‘Ranager but
““Ye had 2eft, Be she told the Honageress who didn'i want anything to do
- With it, Ve had a few days at Little Common, Ted was now ragistersd
“:‘mnder the Derby Schemo so was liable to be called up for military
serwiee at aas time, hia assist&nt had baen,Henry Hart bnt g 1 =haﬁ juineﬁ
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ﬁlaﬁya aaved tha éay and kept tha bﬁainess guing nntili ﬁiffﬁaﬂ el
returned efter the war, - At John Lewiss Glaudys ha - wind sleeping
acoomaodation, her wages were four shillinge = weeky
If she was dn the cash desk Tor silk, Pursiture or ca
‘ﬁany hundréds of pounds passed ithrough heér hands, uhe_ein tﬁe*haberdaahepi
~gask it was = constent flov &f odd farthinge, she was not gorry to be rid
ot 4t 21l1l. = At this time Y was Billited wuch neerer to sur parade

ground with Mr. and Wrs, Croft, the house was full of saldiérs, beside
_.:myself, Henry Hart and ¥illie « B young chap from 5t Leonarde ~ there

- were four RAMC lads but Krs. Croft very kindly let Gladys have a emall
““attie bedroom. I had no idea of how to set mbout getting Wed, ‘but HR.
‘Croft was most helpful. Yie took me to see the Registraw, as Gladys wes

" not gquite twenty one, I had to sendé & prepaid-reply telegram to her

3”;1?arents 4o get their permissien for us to marry, and Gladys had to be
[ ‘Resident in Slough for three or four days. Nr. Croft fixed the wedding

ceramony to. take place at the Cenpregational Church, wh+re he Pepgularly
: attaﬁﬁea, ‘aleo arranged with the Minister to perform the ¢eremony after
Sundey morning service, but I had another shock coming, when I asked the

'Bgte Major if T could be excused Sunday worning Church Parade, as 1 was

getting married he said "Have you got the C.0s. permission’, 1 sald

tho Sir, I dfidn*t know that I had to heve his consent”, lie said "Well,
you must have it or your wife will not get any marriage allowanece, you
had better come alaong now, I'1l see if we can get it Tized up", He fixed
it up OK, but I had to go on Church Parade. When we got back to the
parade ground there were lines of equipment lying about, we had to get it
all put together properly before we were dismissed. I told the Sergeant
‘about my plans, that wy wife to be, and my Aunt and Uncle were walting

gt the station, vhere we had arranged to meet, he told the Ufficer, then
together "the three of us got me Tixed uwps, I dashed te the bBlllit, slung
my equipment in the porch, then round to the station T ran like e long
' dog, they had been waiting for some long time. We got to the Church just
as the congregation were coming oute Uncle Harvey gdve Gladys away,

¥r. Croft acted as my Best Man, Gladys and I both sald 'I WILL', then
- with Aunt Polly =nd Uncle Harvey we walked all through Bton playing
" fields to Windesor and had our Wedding Breakfast in u Cafe in the maln
. wsireet, we only had te look out of the window to see the Castle in all
4t*s grand Grestnesgs, = Mre. Oreft very kindly let Gladys end I have
_our meals apart from the others , just the two of us together.

“On the follewing Thursday the Draft entrained for Southampton, ¥r, Croft
sav ‘Gladges off at the stetion to start ber journey home to 1ittle Conmmon,
“pefore the Draft entrained we bad a Pay parade, umy Army pay was &
ghilling & aay, as 1 had arranged to allow Gladys three aand eixpence
“uwpekly, with her Avmy allowvance of twelve and sixpence. ghe had to exist
.1y sixteen ahiliinga ' week, and I went t6 France with si ansa in my

ek with 1'11 teii you later s o
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irth up tO'the -and 0f the first %arld ﬂar, ‘when
he ‘Army in Harch 1919, Then Gladys: fsund an old ﬁi&
Ath an satpy for every day that we wers on the Somme, 86 °1 8érapped

ooomest of my ‘MEMORY writing of the fomme and copyed out the Somwe Diary.
iflow, last week = JULY *XE31970 ~ wo found another old Piary, the ¥irst
“date in it is Thursday 13" Hay 1915. 7t recorde that we are leaving

‘Blough to go overseas, I shall sall it my YPRES Diary and,shdll copy it

~out :1ike I did my Somme Diary, but I have no intention of scrupping wy

HEMORY writing of Ypres, then Remder, you can check my-HEMORY: writing

8 8l) true facts. - - Hay I1.please say that with the help.n %Gla&ys.
Paul and sicheel I bought this Typewriter on my birthday Feuhryary 27"
970 when 1 reached the age of $0, B0 please excuse all the. errors

I have maﬂs. also th@ae 1 hope not to make.

=y - e - - - - ome — - -

Tﬁ& ¥AR {Continued from PAGE Lb

Ye were in Bell tents at Southampton, the weather was fine. Saturday we
went down to the Docks and on to & ships. Two men brought along seme big

ﬁ'heavy cases and when the lids were leversd off the cases appesred to be

#ull of thick brown greasc. One of the men put his hand into ths grease
and took out a rifle covered in grease, he samid 'Teke it' to one of our
‘chaps, then very soon &ll of us had #ifles in our hands. The other man
gave us a big handful of cotten waste so that we could clean the greasc
offe In one of the lectures that we kad we were teld to alweys remember
the number of our rifle. I soon feund the number on mine, it was 1919
so I said to the chaps standing there, *The pumber on my rifle is 1919,
4hats the time vhen we shall get home again®s. I must not and cannot
record ull that was said sbout my statement. late Sunday afterncon wa all
got our kit together and agalp went to the Docks and on to a ship. ¥e
1eft the Dock as duek was falling, when we were clear of the harbour I
noticed a Destroyer on cur starboard beam slightly afts Dur boat was
tarred black all over, decks, hatches, masts, handrails, everything was
-smothered, in places it was still wei. The Captain and Chief Enpineer
.were British, the erev vere Chineese and Laecars,they never said a word.

¥t was s uneventful crossing, we disembarked at Le Havre. ¥We were only

ogllowed 3 tents, usmmlly 4% 45 sbout 12 to n tent but we Sappers were

. pecked in 28 to & fenmt, the NCO's numbering 1k hed e tent to thesselves.
- Thers wab plenty of sué aboul, all our squipment had to be leoft outside

dncluding our boots, T tﬂrnaﬂ wine upside down as it had started to rain.
Bere Reader plesse let B& tell you thet it is not my intestion to
suribs big %a%tlgs*iest:a&ﬂ won “more inrnrmea pex #ith better
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“59 wore biilited an the &ﬁp;!}abr-a a_inrge'builﬁiag, the f&ear was
pncwke, - indow we ¢ould see
: ; up : it 1ind Trenches,
on the zu_}.ﬁwing suuaas &?hs.t San &y 1915, one of the Officers of the
riginal Coye. ‘came $o pick me up, ¥eo mavéhed to Dickiébusch néar Ypres
%ﬁhere we found the Coy. in ehattare&'bﬁildiﬂgs of & Parm. Ye had a high
“ten of Ixlsh stev mnd bread which T enjoyed, ve hliad besn on-bully and
tiscuits for o week, Most of the Bappers wer: sleeping rough, under the
hedges, we did 'the same, Here I must mention L.C. Ceeil Woods, Cecil
was a dental mechanic, he bad worked for Hr. Roby, a dentist and had
" mctually made my dentures just before we left Bexhill, Somehow wve got
pally and good pels we were. We slept in the same blonketm together, and
where bhe was, I was, both of us were in nusber 4 Section, we were mlways
" together unless duty ordered otherwise. Hobby Clark refered to us as
L "Hre and Hes. Jackie, I was alwaye called Jackie in the Army. Ceefl with
. .part of nusber & Section went up %o the trenches Whit Bunday night, my
firet wenture was on Whit Honday. Our journey was across fields %o the
Zrustrat road, over more fields, past a group of tall trees called
‘Shrapnel Corner, over the railvay cutting with high banks on both sides.
The railway was banked right across with sandbags, on the enemy side the
water was eight or ten feet deep, on our side, embedded in the sandbags
was B 5 gallon ginger beer cask with a screw stopper, this was the water
supply for the front line Infantry. We crossed the rails then climbed
the high benk. Then Hobby said to me *Row you are on Hill 60 Jackie'.
The Sergeant said 'You chape know what o get on with', then to mc he
sald *You come with me'. You see Reader, I was =m nevw boy, he took me to
# communication tremch where there was & shelter, the shelter was where
logs of wood had been placed across the trench, covered with sandbags.
The Sgt. t0ld me to clean the mud and water cut and drain it to a sump
hole further down the trench, then told me T should be guite eafe there,
but I was all alone. Little 8i4 I know then of the endless times that I
should find myself alone at night in places vhere I had never before
beern, even in daylight. At koock off time Sgt. came to see what I had
been doing all day. It had been a hopeless task, for the mud and slush
ceme dn 2% the top end as fast as I slung it out at the lower end.
A we started bmck to Dickebusch Sgte said "The usual procedure novw in
paivs, 40 or 50 gards apart, don't crowd together', then he startes off
with Ronnle Dennebtt. After a fevw minutes n Lance Corporal and I pot away
-¥hen we-goet to Shrapnel Corner the enemy opencd up with a salvo of
-shrapnel, ‘I could see the ground tern up in front of us. The vext salvoe
wag further mhead,the L.C. saoid ¥hats just aboul caught Sgte and Ronnie
. vome on run’, we ran to a gap in the hedge &t the end of the Fleld, as
. «we passed thraugh 1 saw'8gt. sbout 50 feet away knesling beside the
ruatr&&e Lorm ﬁf Eﬂnniea Sgt. had 5trippad off Ronnle¥s web equipment
his s bleeding badlye Spts and
said *Enn t6 the Piret .
13 at f.hat me&t
m -




“on the leading palr the Dilver

- Bix horees, ‘ the Dr ed on h ;
“gther two pairs were riderless, the poor animale were wounied, there wos
“Hloed on their body snd legs. In the waggon were seversl men,”
“gitting up, the others lying dewn, all were bandagsd. I ithought to
pyself, if this is my first day up the line, what will the lasl be like.
I was-en Hill 60 lots of times, if I mention them all my etory will
‘nover end. Durdng the second batile of Tpres the enemy used Phosgene Gas
.oy the Tirst time, the Canadiane had a terrible time, we woere lesued
iwith.so called Resphrators, they were made of strips of Black érepe 2
- :¥eet dong and a foot wide folded over a lump of Keapok + sometimes umed
for ptuffing cushions w», we had to dip respirator into a bucket of some
1iquid every moruing or svening befors going up the line, fhen tie them
| gound our cap or tin hat, if they got éried out in the hot sun we ware
‘afivised to make water on them, this was the only protection we had, it
was not alvays successfnl. After a time we moved from the shattered farm
‘inko some vacant huts, during the night I seemed to get m continusl itch
round my neck and shoulder. In the morning, while waiting to parade, one
Gapper kept shrugging his shoulder, someone asked him vhat was the
-matter, he eaid *Its the lice, I'm lousey', I immediatly knew that I was
“lousey too. That evening Cecil mnd I took off our shirts and found the
“‘14ttle beggers in &l) the seams, we killed domens of them, and ever
aftervards it beceme our daily routine. Sometimes we waghed our shirts
and hung them put, then getting buckets of water from the pond, went
‘behind the hedge, toock all of our clothes off and emptyed the water over
each others heads,soaped ourselves all over,more water over our heads, B
guick rub down, then we felt clean and hoped for a little respite, In
the moraing our shirts were froszen stiff ss boards, vhen we got them dry
‘enough to put on,found that the *Chats'~ as we called them = were smore
nungry than ever, fipnding ourmelves in & worse condition than we were
vefore. -From the huts 4t was & farther distance to the line so sometines
ouy tooloanrt driver would meet us with s pontoon waggon on the Ypres =
¥rustrat road when we returped, vhen he drove at & trot over the cobble
stone roud it shook the inside ont of mes Un one ocepsion a shell passed
-gver our hemds, hit the road just in front of us making sparkse but did
pot explode, then it bounced further on making more sparks aid finally
“igzplodedy the driver never turned a halr, he just kept the horses
apottings Am certain epemy agtivity had been observed number L Seetion
_were sent to drive a Sap out from m fire french into "No man's' land.
We worked in ehifts, in my shift there were six of ue, Pop, NHobby, Punch
Yeeks, Ted Booth and myself, the job lasted several dsys. The last tine
I wes there, a5 we moved slonpg the fire trenches a Infentry sau stopped
and 4old 48 to keep vur heads down as_the parepet mas blasbted and
% their Sgbs had i N SR

wt been shot by 8 snlper
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fieh & little

,s.erabléé@gn;eur'hgﬁﬁézané kKnees bj*th#iébliapsed'%reﬁc :
) : & forehead snd

{3 ofi.we ‘sav the Sergeant, the builet had entere
he back -half of his head was mieping. The ¢ .
“pullet which had it's tip cut off with'pliars so cansi
[ ‘The Sap was.mow nearly finished, #s Punch used the :piock, - el
*.he sarth back, Pop,lobby,Weeks and Ted filled sandbape then carried
‘them out ‘of the way. Punch said to me ‘Listen, can you hear %%, I %old
him I aidu*t bheor anything, then he said 'Come up here and 1isten?, now
I could hear it, Thump, thump, = thump, thump, ‘thump, the -enemy was
. ‘driving a sap rot far away. Punch sald 'If we can hear them, they must
“Hhear us, go and ask Nobby for en India rubber pick, T had io Zaugh,
‘serious tho! our position might become. We reported it to our Sergeant
who t0ld our Officer, he got an Officer of a Hining Coya to listen, bein
‘a ‘trained miner he knew exactly vhere both sape vere, alaso how degp they
. yere. Bis Yorkshire winers, by working day and night nowstop, drave o
‘deep Shaft under both saps, then two or three days later, at seven
é'clock 4n the morning there was & huge expleosion on Hill 60, this wes,
1 believe, the second mine explosion, the first one had been exploded
‘gome monthe earlier, some of our original Sappers had carried the powder
upe = There was & fromt line trench on Hill 60 called International
trench, so called I suppose, beceuse it chanped hands every fortnight or
. “three weeke, sometimes only ten days. The Royal West Rents had just
retaken it. We were sent up to reverse the parapet, that is, io take the
“beat of the sandbags on to the other side of the tremch s that it faced
the enemy, and to strengthen it with new bags. At this point the enemy
were extremely cautious always putting up lots of star shells to observe
any movement. ¥e were ordered to remain perfectly still like atatues
when the lights went up. If one was standing up we had %o remain
motionless,if the enemy saw the slighteatl movement his machine gun
‘jmmediatly started uwp. ¥e hadé & working party of Devons, and they, poor
chaps, vere probably having a few days rest after being in the front
trenches for & week or more. They were annoyed and angry because they
bod been sent %o help uss. I haed four of them to fill the sandbags. 1
asked them to only half fill the bvags 28 I had to sling them over the
. tremch to Pop and Nobby. I welked about 20 feet io the trench and lifted
.2 bag, it burst opem, most of them I tried burst, 1 only maneged to
Eling‘a few over. Thie seemed to me to be & wasle of tice as I hod to
. . opband st411 when the lights went up, s0 I went to got some mewly Iilled
"~ bags. I ‘found they were such bigger than the ordinary bags, in the
durkness they looked white. The Devons had filled them full up, I conld
only Just 1ift them. 1 emplyed helf of the earth out and sgain asked
sl they de only half filled. I toeck two of them to the trench and
#led to sling them over, they both fell back into the tyenchs I glid
doun into the tronch amd 1ifted them up b Pop and lebby, #e I went back
] he 3iphts went up, 1 became @ sfatue. Three of .the Devons were
ile of £ull begs, the bage looked as white as snows The
16 of ‘the Devone ‘said *What's ‘the nes ¢f ue filling
o all the work end the BEs get the moneys
and on, 1 was in snd out of the tremch all

13ed |
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ﬁmaa éhsn the lighta went up; ‘one .6f the Devons jumpsd ahout ‘with his
yms in the alr shouting TEaiser Willie give we a Blighty one'y The
sachine gun opened Bup And Sapper Teesell ‘was shot through his. Bhoulder.
~wae giad vhen we f&niﬁhaﬁg 1 ‘hated are = Wy next Blory conterns
vutber 2 Section, I was not ‘there io. uitness it, but I fally bélieve all
thet B Sepper teld me , because he was there when Saﬁger Bishop was
woundeds. It was at aight, the wounded man was carried back a distance
from a fire trench to have dressinge spplied. His comrades caw &t once
that it was & fatal wound ané Sapper Bighop, fully censcious, seomed to
© _peslise the fact For he said *Sing & hymn'. There was & psuse, then
o pomeone started singing .
% 0h God our help in ages past
" Dur hope for years to come
- ‘Dur shelter from the stormy blast
“#Ané our eternal heme
- The singing stopped, there was & pause, - Sapper Dishop said 'Siung the
next verse', no one knev any of the other verpes a&and the kneeling
Corporal told him so, The dying Sapper said 'Si-g the same verse agein’,
After a long pause they sang the same veree agaln, as the singing ceased
+he {oerporal stood up and sald *He is gonet,
I have & very faded photo of Sapper Bishop's grave on Fill 60. There is
s cross made by our Coy. carpenters, these crosses arc very ekilfully
made, &4 I'n sure by loving hands. There is a cirele of vool on the
cross in four pieces tenoned andé mortised to make the whole cross guite
flst, I once sav a number of them in the Cusrter Master's stores, they
were painted pure white, just weiting fob someones name and nunber to be
_painted on them, - =~ Wow back to number 4 Section, but first, let me
explain sbout Corporal B. and his ‘Little Lamb' - as Nobby cslled him w,
The 'Little Lamb', was a young chap , who like the rest of us had & few
weak points, one of his wees walking ir his sleep, Corporal B. was like a
father to him. Lots of times I had heard Hobby shout out im the night
1Corporal Be your *Little Lamb' hus gone againts, Then B, would desh off
with blankity, blankity.bleank words igsuing from his lips. = &fter o
“time they would return, Bs still swearing like this. "Why the o
e GANYE FOU mmswmwe= well lay still in your memwwe Fip = bed ~ how
Bhe - - 80 FOU wwwwwa woll think I con weewse well find you
put there in the wewwss garks I think Reader you now knéw & bit wmore of
“Corporal Be and his *Little Lamb', - If any Lady or Chureh friend are
-ghocked, T will just say, ©e la guerre’. « = The following must be wmy
dast story of ¥i1l 60, A pumour went round that the enesmy had poisened
“the wmber supply, & guerd vwas poeted over our ginger beer cask, noc ope
‘was a8lloved to use it, the Infantry hed to go to the Ypres canal for
s bsir waters ﬁumber L seetian were sent up to eink wella* ﬁ wers started

R
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e;aqaare and sa%é 8 ﬂen ﬂ,hava sama lﬂmg pi&
; ‘ o gould ahare ‘the aiﬂa
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ke rest of us made uwp sguare frames of the two by twoe bations and
spead them down . the hole to held the planks in place. ¥We took turne in
i ggiag at the bottowm and T4lling wup the buckets whick wer et to
the top by a long rope. The stulf ve got out was just #lusl one in
77 ¢he bottom standing up to his knees in it., By mid afterncopn Ve were. down
i sbout 10 feet and had got 3 of the frames in place. Kobby eas still
‘@yiving down the planks, Pop was down in the holey and then 4t happened.
“A salvo of b heavy shells fell just short of us, everybody scattared
1ike frightened gheep, 1 walted for Pep, he came up holding on 'to.the
rames like a nonkey on & sticke 1 ran towards a gap in a hedge wheare 1
ey there was a ditch, as 1 ran I heard m big splinter of shell going
thrall, thrall, thrall, while I ran the sound got louder and louder,
‘tloser and tloser. The splinter and I remched the gap at ‘the same time,
% went through, the splinter streck an ash tree, I heard it hiss. In the
- Afteh I lay, gensping. for bresth, my hesrt golng thump, thunp, thunp.
‘Af%er & minute or two, & no more shells ceme, I peeped threugh the gap,
Hiobby was at the well, so I thought I had better show ups. As I went
_ %hrough the gap I looked to wy left at the ash tree, there, about a foolf
S away from me was the offending splinter of shell, the whole of the base
" yas there 5 or & inches in diamater with & narrov strip 44 ar 15 inches
" 3ong sticking into the tree, just about head hipgh. The Smppers often seig
4% B ohell had your nusber on it you would get it. My number was 534206
the number on the shell must have been 534205. As 1 joined Nobby he
‘ealled out to Corporal B, 'Yhere's your Little Lamb', Bes came across to
us then said, 'A Corporal of the Infantry has just told me one of those
shells made a direct hit on & dugoui with five chaps in it; they were
blown to bits', Be continuwed, *As my lLamb and¢ I ran, something fell down
in fromt of ue and my Lamb asked me what it was, when I told him 4t wvas
the top half of & man's leg he fell down in o faint, I've feft him lying
down under the hedge over there's, I was frightened, I was no heroe.
Pop came back and said, *I'm not going down that = hele again' nep
438 he for the rumour proved to be false. We went well sinking in other
places, but we never want o thei well again. lot long efrervards ve
moved from the Ypres Sector. » How meny times the 5" Tivision took over
different parts of the line from the Fremch I fall to remember. In my
.wer Album, after the picture oards of Ypres, are some of Albert, I think
-we gust have pmseed it on our way to Bray- sur~ Sonmwse. The spire of
. ~Albert Csthedral was broken and hanging down, the *Smari Alies' sald vho
" sver held Albert when the opirs fell off would loose the war, this saying
. proved to be correct, As we marched into Bray during the pight we met the
-Fpench coming oute When they realised we were British they tried to sing
@od save the Kinmg', 4t .was g poor attempt, when somp of our chaps tried
#ing the Hsrseillaise! it was & Lot worse. Some of our chaps ghouted
Bbuek sbd £ight wetse only here o help you. - ~ Gladys has found an
‘delapidated Diary whic pty ¥he Tiwst date i8 tho 3! of hugust
- There is m : ¥ %o fuesday U of Jai 19165
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‘Paube = eneny plano » dropped two hnmbs, Killed ome harge.@f'

. 5" I reside at Ho. 6 fue-desla-barseillaise Bray. :

T dent to wood,made ploketseposte for barb wire- andgh&rdlea,laa&ed 1081
" To wuod, Taube dropped three bombs.

Qﬁﬂiﬁ 40" Worked at'ﬂ~ﬂ;‘?ark. 12"  To Support hine, Billon waoa and

onfray form, wokked on communication trench.

aka over ReF. Park, Sapper Turner killed, Davis and Fhil&ips wounded
hut  Sap Warren

'qff top buﬁk, bruiaen & shaken, rat bit back of mv ﬂ%ﬂkﬁ_'
% Yorked at front line, 16" Worked on dugouts, wounded Sappers died.
:Report, Sappers not dead. 20" Taubes about,no anti sircraft guns yet
§" ‘Bhort rations,little bresd,parcel from Lily,thank goodness.
22V "Cecil o front line, 4 shells on town, heard Will Ransome with 8"
‘Sussex here, Church with Cecil F,M.
417" He to front line,long march,hot sun. 29" To $.L., Church with Geecll P
30" B.L. Billon wood shelled sgain, one Ru.F.A. wounded,
‘Bept. UNQUOTO
During September and October we worked 50 days or nights at Sil.
Billon weod and Bonfray farm. I give a few dates.
QUOTE ' .
Septe 3% Bule, Fhillips and Davis O0ffically reported desd. .
5% Peeling rottem, €' Reported Sick, Hedicine (pills) &nd duty.
7" Eaten nothing all day, % planes shot down in two days.
HP“ Sebe OK today, been enting French mustard.
2 BLe wood shelled sgadn, one Ko 0u.Y.L.I. = Kings Own Yorkshire Lipght
'*Iﬁfantry ~ ¥illed, Church with Cecil P.M., %" Gladys's Birthdey.
45" Bonfray shelled, one casmality. 19" shells close to Cecilts party,
Cooil Tront line Pallae 20" S.L. shelle every day.
29" Belis, shelled out, ran to dugouts, trees knocked dowm, rifles
sgmashed, sbell in communication trapch when returning, Sappers half
" buried, Ponch 8aid evwewe= 2 chap who Frous Finge at you when Yous
- peming home from works 22" S4l. Ordered to work at night, lese shell
“#ire, my work on mev gun pit pralsed by Officer.
-zsﬂr,ﬁzy ‘got woel through, Cecil damaged his arm. 24" B¢l 7-3C PH »1=30
277 S.1iay Cocil to Corbie CsCaSe =~ Cmsuality Closring Station =,
-59” Te fiver quay, 3 losds timber to Selw AsM. and 3 loads Pul.

r-iononlaics e

iﬂ ﬁaa& ﬂhellbﬁ, lucky . @ﬁcape. water in pump Prozen.
2 Sﬁﬁtieﬂ amearer to front liney’ ﬁﬂ?keﬁ'iﬂ ﬁag

e AR e S R
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: .rf3%aube ‘had hot tiEe,Bzay shellad ﬂe F*I, none. %xpla&ad,beaye Bte
‘*ﬁﬁ%ﬂﬁ?s Jdn an smpty building in the town we fixed up s bath house,
Somebads,borrowea or sorounged & traction engine, Lasher Yoods was put
4in charge of it, whether hc was the son of Dasher Woods who drove the
Little CUommon steam yoller ] don't know, but he mode it work,clesned it
. up and polished nll the brass fittings, it cowpared favourably with the
. iractors seen in Horshem Park on Fete Day. Our plumbers fized the pipes
eading into the building and fitted mp 8 or %0 showers, to hidve an
ccagional bath was & luxury.
154 GUOTE Sale front line trenches 60 and 61 blown up last nightf
7% Loaded waggons for Carnoysdelivered special messege for Cgﬁ.h,,colﬂ,
0% ‘Bethe with Corp. D. making screens,half day off,football, G.V.Rs. =
Gueen Victoria Rifles,we won 2-1. EO'wZG' at baths., 27! Pay parsde.
28' S.le wet through., 2%' S.L. had bath PM., double course dinrer,
.bully stew,rice,currants all boiled topgether, Houghlan Croft came to our
hut,he was with & party returning from baths,he couldn't stay,I enguired
about his parents,ve shook hands, I never saw him acaln.
30" S5,5L, shelled out, ras to dugouts, big trees knocked down, pickets
smashed in trench we vacateds 31! BJle shelled out, Church .M.
kovenber
1t Sele Wet &gain. 2' Wet through, hut leaks, had > move my kit,
Fur coats igaved,they were goat skins and smelt a bit high.
A4 Broeived Yueen Alexandra’s gift parcel conteining towel, scap, socks,
handkerchief, bootlaces, tobacce, writing pad, housewife « needles, wool
threadetc. = anc chocolate. 5Y Charge laid on walls Bonfray farm for
road making. 7' Demolitions, cut three pirders with guncotton,Church FH.
&' packed up kit, proceeded to Carncy. 9' Uncomfortable night, made
fire place and chimney. UNQUOTE Yes, I still remember that nipght we
arpived at Carnoy. The same old gang of us ~ Pop Watson, Hobby Clark,
Punch, Ted Booth, Weeks and I were poked into & dugont. It was dark and
. raipning, we lit & candle, the place was only a shelter with 2 entrancea,
it had a fire step on one slde. We sat on this step for o time, then put
our ground sheets out ané settled down for the nmight. 1 suppose we were
_ soon asleep, we were used to roughing it, I woke up and found my
“Bhodlders and behind were wet, the vthers too were moving about and
- talkings The water was dripping down from the roof and running down the
~walle, we were 1y¥ing in twe or three inches of slush. Pop lit & candle
which was henging on a wire fixed to the roof, 2 iot of avear words were
ﬁgekani‘ﬂe,apent $he night stan&ing irn slush with our ground sheets
renﬁuv puy shoulders, we didn't think .wucl .of Carnoy. The ghelter was
: : ”ta e stagpeﬁ AP ene -entrance, scrounged sone ’
35 1 ekl and ; i?a-gaing. He ulso
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QUOTE 10* Better night, helped rep ir other Sappers dugout; wWhizbangs,

knéos, sevennged wire nettisg made double befiy shert rations, no

bissuite. 1% Revetting Tirs tronches, dade secend double bed, our shells
meking @ hash of sneuy tronches PuM., Bniper keeps potiing every time ve

" pass 8 'gortain spot so have to keep mighty low. 12 Started revetting =
4rench which went right through a burlsl horse half decnyed, wade third
_-double bed, all fixed up now, Ration cart fell into dsep 4¢rench horses
- and ell last night,our own transpori got stuck in mud, had to unload it
%0 ‘get-$t out, they had %o shoot & horse of other cart it got so
pntangled in the harness in its struggles, fearful night, Black, raining
3t Better -night on new spring 7 mattress, revetting trenches again,
tarted to put corregated sheets on roof of our dugout 5 PM. worked till
G PuMe only half finished so half is dry the rest leaking badly.
- HQUOTE “T.eCe ‘Salmon,an 0ld sailor, was the tallest man in our Heetion,
‘“Hhe had been dusped into & small dugout with Sapper Tuppenny - who wae the
‘shortest, wany times Tuppenny had got stuck ir the trenches at Ypres,
the slush ran into the tops of his waders, so he called out 'Nobby I'am
stuck' “then Nobby would pull him oute L.Cs Ealmon often came io our
‘dmgout in the evening after it had got dried out, he gaid Tuppenny had
mode so puch smoke with his fire thet he couldn't hreethe. Jessle Salwson
wore a yellow ribbon on his chest, he said it wac for ection in China.
. Ong,evening in our bath house I saw him stripped right off. Pany times I
had, butterflys and hearts with an arrov throuhy them tattooed ov chaps
arns -but Jeesie's tatoo amazed me, he had two snake heads on his front,
the necks crossed, the bodiee went up over his shoulders on to hip back,
then crossed again and the tapering tails vere half way down to his kneeg
. GUOTE 14 Finished revetting horse in tremch, we had enothored it with
¢hlorate of lime, my metes unearthed 3 skeletons in Sap under Church
floor today. 15' Hug two sump holes, some snow today, very cold, mud
-glush up Lo our Kneebs 16' Hore sump holes, more snow, several Jooks
‘down with frost bite. 17' Sump holes again, whizbangs ebout, frost
last night, chilblains troubling me. 18' Sump holes, gradually getiing
vid of glush, many chape down with frost bite. 19' Sump holes, big ones,
4%'s mighty cold, number 2 Sectien seem to have made mietakes with work
that 4s supposed to be finisheds The CeR.E. has wade & fuss sbout 4i¢,
we have had to put it right, The Church here is very old and is nov
. praptically 81) knocked down by shells. It looks as though it has been
. smlarged, the date of the newest part is 1769. There &re lots of papers
‘and booMe aboutbelongiig to the Ghureh, we found a marrisge certificate
" ithe other day. The remaims of bodies keep being dug up, we ere Bapping
undey the Church to make wachins gun emplacements, it dosen't seen the
right thing to do, hut orders are orders to us. 20' Revetted new fire
anoh %Bthinglparkieularﬂyapyeaaé:&aésy;ﬁﬂﬁgﬂorﬁ Ho, unot watill the
¢ evenings A6 I went Hn EY usvel Bho

#ﬁ'%;af
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22% QUOTE  Two Bt. Tolts. Luspected works todaye 5 =
anguote ihen Bgte uvame to-dugout to read out Orders f day it
| #4nished something lfke this, ¥ill the wan who put skull ‘wad crossbones
.on corper of trench remove it within 12 houras ~ or else =, Sgt, smiled
““and gaid P¥ho the hell put 4% there™., gquote To Bray,bathi changed shirt.
24t Artillary fairly active both sides today. R
*ipg 40 F machine gun pit,night work,took overhead cover off. Germens
ey up a4 mine fifteen yards short of 51 Fat 5 Al,no one Burt.
6% To 40 F gon pit, revetting sides, snowing. i
7 My BD F, our gons smashed up enemy wire in fromt of 40 ¥ mpd
smolished big redoudt, it wes a pleasing sight, they returned rifle
enades, 5 Jock NeCeO'e wounded, hard frost last night.
YRGUOTE T well romember this 27' day of Hovember. e had noticed that the
" isnemy had for ssveral daye beon putting sowe construction up and on thie
. worping 4t wes much bigger and easily seen, lt. Bones was with us and he
remarked about it, the two froat lines were about 200 yardes apart.
' Huddenly an Artillary Officer appeared, he Tooked at the construction
“vghvengh his field glasses, then spoke to Li. Bones. Li, B. turned to us
and said "There's going to bLe a Straff, I'm poing to the observation
post to watch results”, the two Officers then walked aways The Artillary
Officer was the 'Mad Hajor' he was 0.Ca of & field gun batiery and made
& habit of melecting certain targets close to the front line, His four
teans galloped up to the Support Line, turned the guns round, fired &
ealvo then gallopec back before the enemy could do & thing about it.
{ was determined to watch the fun. This wes quite a change for in the
early days, if & couple of shells came up with the rations to our
Artillary and they fired them., I got butterflys in uy inside beczuse 1
knew frow experience that we should pet ten, perhaps twenty sent bach.
I teok my tin hat off, got up on to the fire step, held my head sideways
_then with one eye peeped at the enemy's construction, I teld the others
‘46 come and have & look, Punch saié "I'm not poing to have my swomwe=
“rhead knecked offt. After a fow minutes the guns opened up, oOne shell
- %611 just short but in the wire, one just too far but the other two nade
+ direct hits. #s the smoke drifted awsy I mav that the enenmy's wire was
" smashed yp and the construction had vanished. .
=28% QUOTE To 40 F, fitted loap hols frame, mevers hardé frost last night
. -and $today, it's cold standing ebout here, enemy sniping all day with
" maehine -gun, 7 British planes over and back,fur coats callec in yeater&ag
29 Werked in Sap under Church, waul foggy day before we can do any mors
to wun pit at B0 %, very Sold, UNQUOTE where T worked in the £ap under
e Church I could see the ghape of the coffine, they muet have boed
ring thers for years mud years, for what hsd once been wood Just -~
\tad with the sarthy When Punch took over the pick aad 1 -4id
: bled to plecss when ‘the
for rings
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Ky giece lasted fbr tvo nights, I even nanaged to write ariet%er to
Bladys but what cpuld I tell her beside the fact that T was well and
hoping to get Leave before long, I couwld not tell her that I hdéd been
esecrating French peoples graves. It wunc about this time that Ted :
Booth went on lLeave, when he retarned he had three hot%10ﬁ¢‘ﬁhi8key, Gin
#nd Rum. What a night they made 0f ii, they scoffed the Lot aund were
rather more than merry, Ted was K.0., Pop bet Punch a gallon of beer
. that he would not shave his moustache off, Funch took the bet and scon
“.:-had his shaving kit out, dipped his shaving brush inte o dizie of cold
toa, = which had besn ignored =, he got tea leaves all over his face,
then with cut throat razor in his hand wobbled up to the small mirror
which was hanging beside the candle. I was frightened so told Nobby to
gtop hinm, YFop, Hobby mnd Weeks were lawghing thelr heads off. Punch
-staggered bmek, I thought he had changed his mind and I was glad, but he
aame bsck, steaded himself, themn wifh one slash took the lofi side off,
1 sav blood running down his chin and dripping on the floor. Ie
staggered back, Pop said "That's only half o gallon", TFunch seened to
- have pore trouble with the right hand side but after tfwo or three
‘attempts he got it all cut off, he dipped his brush into the c¢old tes,
sneared it round his face, then hurried outi of the dugeuts. After a
minute or twoe YWeeks said “Where's that silly ——-——w gone", then he went
out Yo find him. ¥hen they returned Yeeks paid "The s5illy 618 wemwmew wag
leaning down the well trying to wash his brush out. They stuck several
cigarstte papers on Punch's 1ip, ¥c then bedded down, the pléce emelt
like & Tap Room. o
Daconbar 1* QUOTE Wedere came up by transport, wet day.
2% Carnoy shelled egain., &' ¥Went with Li. Bones as Orderly, firat to
Sap at 50 ¥, then all along front line Yo 4O F to inspect and report om
dungonts which were 81l fallen in bar SuM. and Officers. Bvary trench
“knee deep or more in mud and slush, returned very tired and covered vith
- mudy day off tomerrowe URQUOTE This was another day which T must
“g¥plain to you mope fully. I was on my way to see if breskfast vas
“ready vhen 1 met Lit. Bones, he said “You ore number & Zsetion awn't you,
_-¥you can be uy Runner toduy", ¥Ye walked on the top for a time then into &
 communication trench. e said I an going to have a look &t the fire
“Lpenchen fvom number 50 to number 40, I am working it this way beceause
£.% -findsh mt %0 I shall not have o far to walk back in the dark'.
He iﬁd the ‘usy through 81l the slush and wud and oventuelly lie said
! h;leaés o a&ﬂber 50, ﬁhat & frightful meae it wag . iﬂ yiwe

FLEN
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Decenber Cont. % BRI,
* URQUOTE Cont, ‘Lt. Bonesseld "¥ou lead
job enough to keep up with bim eo I had te step: Pl
@1l ‘41" the seme fearful state. We came %o 2 trench whare the Kl
~= Kings Own Torkshire Iight Infantry - were, here they ‘had made & kind
»f shelf 4u the front wall of the trench, men were lying on it Tast
&slesp, -oxe Ban was on the fire step looking out into 'no mens land. At
- .one place there were & double line of shelves the bottom shelf was level
with the top of the slush in the trench, one ran was on ihis low shelf
‘and -as we struggled past the alush just rolled in on 1o him but he
‘didn*t wake up, Further on we came to 2 series of Duck-boarda, these

'rjﬁlaﬁted Yoarde were placed over sump holes dug in the trench, these

- sumps lowered the level of the slusk, but in wet weather the board
cfioated partly avay from the sump and woe betide anyone who trod on the

" .end of one, for down into the sump he would go up to his walst in slush.

““his is what bad happened to. Tuppenny many times in the Ypree Sector
because he had 8 short stride. These duckboards were & sulsance in
~daylight but at night, in the dark they were death traps, Kitcheners newv
trosps taking over the front line lost lots of wen in this way, possibly
many thousands were rsported missing. We reached 40 F at last, I'd been
here several times before. Lit. Bones said 'Stay herce' and after a time
he came beek with the S.H. ©f the QuVeRe = Cucen Victoria Rifles = and
gave me a mug of tee, it was the first thing that had paseed my lips
since teetime the night befere. It was now beginning to get dark, two
chaps came along and saked the S.Ms if they could go nou, S.he sgid 'Yes
cut aleng', they got ont of the tremch then wvent over the teop, Li. Bones
satd 'Won't they be seen', SaMs said *They knew what to do', & minute
iater & machine gun opened up, SeMe sald *They will be alright's After
a fev winmtes Lt. B, mnd I got out on to ‘the top, he to get back to Bray
me to Carnoye. AB I entered the dugout someone said "Where the mowcows ww
nave you been, the Bergesnt has been looking for you, he is reporting
. you wissing if you Fall to turn up by 'Lights Out'". I vent down to the
“Big dugout vhere all of number 3 fection, the gooks, and most of the

Kelulbe. were billited and reported to the Berpeant Just in time %o save

imysel? ¥roem being reported missing. Eack at the dugeut I took my waders

. wffy wiped the slusk off wy feet and found beoth the heels of By new

. packe were cosmpletely missing, a1l of the fromt toe part had &lso gone
there wag just a feur inch strip under the middle of each foot, they

‘wigre the thick white sotks whlck Queen Alexandra had seni to me, 1 had

’“[”;?gt”them,on.fhﬁt worning for the first tiwme.

‘RUOTE 5% To hut at Bray with Albert Purner, found a chap stuck in mud,
igst -wanaged ‘o pull him out, haé long btalk with Cecil who is novw Post
Orderly fotchiing wall from way back somewhere, could not find uy
suvenars 1sfh 4n dmt, listensd to band, bought candles, :

; np ut 50 Fy uws wre in 42 feet, only 10 to go to reach
uniber nine lisbening post close by. e
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CURGUOTE. These listeni

I0TE. These ng Posts were dreadful’ places, ‘& narrov
Zag trench was made yumning out into 'no mans land} sometimes right
#t to the barbwire entanglemernts, iwe Infantry men were taken by as
Cols and ‘posted there for two or three hours, sometimes when the N.Ce0
took two relief men out he ‘found the Post deserted, the men had vanished
t was thought at first that the men had deserted, but aftervards it was
pund- out that & party 8T the snemy whe were patrolling betwesn the two
ines 5f wire « both sides did this = hed surprised the two men, who :
were :supposed to be listening, end hac taken them prisoners.

‘9% LUOTE  Borbing party out last night, quite a bombardment followed.
UKQUOTE tHere again Reader I must add a word or two. Host of you
‘probably saw the Tilw on TV. called 'Journeys End' oo you know what e
bowbing vald is like. The bombing party cuts through the enemy barbwire,
- #4)¥1s bombs ere thrown into his trench and if poesible a prisoner taken,

“apd that's that, But sometimes the R.Ls. are called im to blow up the

epemy ‘wire with Banggalors torpede tubes. These were metal tubes charged
s swith ‘high explosive, they fitted together like fishing rode and were

_pushed under the barbwire, then when the raiding party were all set,

" they were exploded, and that was the moment to keep your tin hat on
tight for the poste and wire sometimes fell & good distance away.

B' QUOTLE Discontinue Sap at SOF for time being, took Lools away.

9* Worked in .Sep under Church, Infantry heving most awful time in

trenches, walst doep in mud and slush, Kitchenere Warwicks first time in

front line, whole Flatoen stuck in York street hsd to be dug out,
several in hospital, ome died of exhaustion, very wel day.

40' Am expscting Leave any day now, Rested all day untill 5 o'cleck,

went -to 4OF, sterted to put plates on machine pgun pit, was.up on top

when I was warned for Leave, left at 7 PeHMe. T

UNQUOTE In wy disry on 29' Rovember it stated the fact that we wer

‘waiting for a fogey day before enything more could be dome o mashine

.gun pit at 40F. Also before that on 25' Kovember my diary records wve
. worked et night and romoved what was left of the overhead cover, By the
C40% of December we had replaced the overhead cover, uging the sawe kind
-of material as we did in the Saps al Carnoy, I<E. 12 inch square solid
ok uprights, rails ecross the %top, corregated sheets and L lzyers of
. ‘sandbags, the loophole frame wae in position, only the locphole plates

 ywomgined to be fitted. We had been working at night but we wanted that

foggy day &z some daylight was neccessary to see thal these plates were
. < fitted in exactly the cerrect position. The work was urgent and Li. B.

./ had been experimenting down .at the Bray hut. He set nup a loophole plate,
hen Cired at it with a Pifle, the bullet went right through it. He
hen stuck two plates ‘up omd fired again, the front plate wae fractured,

gy one badly seided that 3 plates would have Lo be o
a \ese by getting up on tep where de coild be
OF Lt Bones said the loose ‘enrth P

: o8. For some

we could Tit the




gre. fitting it I ﬁﬁﬁrﬁ e litti¢ eommotion in the trengh, Iit. “pélled sut
5 Drovley or B11iott up there™ Drowley said "Yes Sir both of us", Lte
.said “Come on down you lucky chaps, you are warned for Leave', s we
seranbléd doun Lt. said Y"How who is going to fit the other two plates,
= = = I heard after I got back from Leave that Lt. Bones himself got up
o0 to the top and was Titting the second plate when a machine giun bullet
strack his hand and ricechet off the plate right up his arms Adbout &
.year afterwards, in Esgland, 1 saw Lt, Bones when we were on perade, his
C o -ipdght are was missing, I've never seen him since then, = = =
- 4* Sat. QUOTE Packed kit, had bath and clean change, drew 100 francs,
aft Bray 6 PusM. went to Merricourt in our waggen, slept ai Resi Cawmp,
sentrained 5=30 neaxt AR, 12! Sunday detrained 12-30 midnight, roiten
“r%rain journey, BEmbarked at lLe Havree 1 AM. 13' deighed anchor 1-30 AH.
reached Bouthanmpton 7-30 AM,, » very rough voyage, nearly everyone was
seasick, Entrained at Southampton, arrived Waterloo 10-30 AM. taxied to
VYictoria, trained to Bexhill arrived 2~30 PH. met Gladys. ¥From then
untill 128'clock midday 20! Honday I had a most heppy and glorious time
.Suld Goodbye to Gladye at Bexhill station, arrived Waterloo vis London
Bridge and Undexground at 3 PH., went and had hot dinner, bkeefotesk
pudding, left Waterloo & PHM. arrived Southampton & PM. embarked reached
e Havre 2 AM. 21 Batrained 3 AM. reached Merricourt 4 PH., much
. gquicker return journey, rode in waggon to Bray arrived 6 PHe
22' Paraded 8~30 AM, worked with carpenter in hut all morning, Parsde 2PN,
packed stores for Carnoy, went up on tramsport 6 Pl. unloaded waggens
" &t ReBe dump, got te dugomt 8 PH., "23' uorked on our dugout all
- morning, 2PHs had carrying pariy o? Q.VeRs., took timber for dugoute to
"0 P, 5 39 F.and 38 F were heavily shelled when we were going up,
worked on dugout at 40 F. 24% Uorked on dugout at 40 F. &1l day,
‘fumber 4.and 4 Sections gone to Bray but 4 of us told off to stey behind
¥ith auwaber 3 Section.
25 Dirietees Daye To dugout at 40 ¥, returned midday, 4id not have
proper breskfact uniill we got back amd then ell was cold, our rations
-are supposed to bs with number 3 Seabion but 4t seems to be 2 rotten
_pix up, mistake to ration tuwo HBeetlons together, Dinmer at 4 PM, beiled
" pork, cabbage and potmtoes, Christmas FPudd, orange caech and & Few nuls.
‘264 Boxing Days To dugout at %0 ¥, artillary lively. 27* To dugout 40 ¥,
28 mo 40 ¥, vevetted gup pit, then to 54 T,artillary very sctive.
29 -To éugaut et 54 7 antiil 10~ .30 AM. then to 50 F, only juet nenaged
‘to get through mud which was wp %o our w&ist, Tuppenny got siuck, had o
Qﬁll'him tity finished work st 2 PHey dunch, then back to 50 Fa C
-a ﬁgnn% at 50 ¥y areezeﬁ niasan hutAin racord time, aapriged
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*To dugout 50T, twlca with timbsr an
bt eliﬁg attaa, headache- ﬁﬂ%ﬂﬂ&E f

‘”nfa try partys carrying or dragging the various varte aprto?the front
Aine at night with & Sapper guide to help them, we vere ®ll covered in
‘mud frow hend to foot. The Tnfantry continued with the.-seme old theme,
e do 811 the work and the REs. get the money. 211 of ‘this work was the
. pesult of the little estroll that Lt. Bones and I took on bt ‘December
" when fire trenches 50 F to %0 F were ‘inspected. Pumber 40 F wvas
- .sendbaged and finished first and 1 had presat satisfaction in seeing the
'**%dejected “Infantry in this dugout, wrapped in their blonkets Tact acleep.
<. 33 .QUOTE Packed up kit, cleaned up our dugout, left Carnoy 6~30 PH.
. .#1lept on table in hut at Preay.
&+ pParade 8-30 AM., packed for full merching order, eleaned up hut,
Bray shelled this AM., sixz killed others wounded, parade 2 PM, full
marching order, fifle inspection, dismissed, slept on tablea
SPHQUOTE How Reader you can sec by the lines above that ve were about to
leave Bray. 7 remember we were dumped in an epen field at Herricourt for
a8 few dmys, Cecil and 1 made a shelter with our groundsheets under & big
pak tree, it was a good thing we did, for on the secend might we were
there a violent storm came up with thunder and fork lightening, hell, and
the rain came down in busket fulle. ¥e were )OK but most of the others
were drenched, and don't forget this wes in January, terrible cold
weather. Cecil and T went into the town to pget some hot eoeffee, when I
went to the bar for an encore Cecil said "Tell him %o put svme brandy in
3t" ‘@0 1 leaned forward over the bar and said "Avec cognac sil vous
plait". The man looked astonished and raising his hands sald "Non
¥onsieur, la policeese®, so T said "Ump de per™, he put a 1ittle brandy
An the cups, we got back to camp nice and warm. How 1 have before ne
“part of an 018 faded diary which Olsdys has found, first date mentioned
5 Jenuary 1916 QUOTE We are at the villapge of Beaucaurt and have
“taken over & emall sawmills, sometimes I am felling trees, Acading thenm
' -on to pontoon waggoens, stripping the bark off and working at ‘the sawnill,
| TURQUOTE Now if you remember, I wrote of a Sapper Offord ‘having &n
womechdent: with his rifle when we were at Runny Mead, and that later,
when we were in France he out his toes with an Adze, well this §e when
ané where it happened. 23" QUOTE VHent to football match et Corbie to
g -plny 1#‘ Anmunition Column, we had molor transport and = free tea,
B e aupt be miles back from the front lines .0
‘#11 Aay, I pould da with'this job for éﬁratian._ 5
roke down, been asing too hieavy timber, Telling trees
1ilt bendgtend fer Divisienal Band then. @2s§an'1e& it
,ittiﬂg up ‘bunke in al TS, to

A
‘
E
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L. _ﬁ;,ﬁmﬁf?ﬁlﬁ§¢5ﬁﬁagﬁb&aryL&ﬁarefisJéfﬁiahk in gy, penery, but in wy

ay Album, ‘@fter the plotire cards of bray and Carney 3 one of Aniens,

» mist be on the woves I would like to add this, When ‘the entwy

- abtacked on the Somme front, tuo Companys of Cornwells held the Carnoy

steong point for two duys and nights, then the enemy bypusséed it. Twvo or

_%hvee daye later, when their mmsunition and supplieg ran out, they were

aken prisoners, they had few casualities ewing to the sirength of the

#oos When we beard avout it Punch sald "Wonder what swewemw Gorman

pinched our dugouty The next plcture card is of Arras, this brings wy

semory back with a flash, it is here that I hand in my chegues for e time¢

We .¢0 through & tiny village, its name is in three letters, is it ERI eor

IE parhape EIR, I don't remember. We pass on to some buildings, there i$

y Fough roedway bejween them, In one of them all Sauppérs and Drivers are

si118ted, its big, it has walle 12 or 16 feet high and s plate glass

apan roof, there is straw on the floor. Acroes the road s to be the

7 ‘Quarter Nasters Stores, not far awny are two tall chimneys. Is it a
“Byick-yard for making bricke 7. There is a rov of small buildinps,
geeil and I go to imvestigate, here is machinary, vheels, g crusher, and
45 thet a pumpe Novw it looks like a gas yard, overything is covered with
momething which looks like tars. Then it suddenly dawns On moy this ia
all to do with Sugar = beet. Cecil and I go into the Quliebe bullding and
‘up -the stairs, the floor is concrele, there are two round boles in it
‘about 15 inches in diameter, we look at the roof, yew, there's two holes
mp there too, the place has been shelleds we start back to our Billie
then hear someone shout, there at the top of one of the chimnays is &

. Sapper with one leg hanging over the eglde, Pointing with his ern he
shouts "I can see the front Lire from here'. 1 shout back FLoock at those
_peven enemy observation balloons, there's fourteen pairvs of eyes looking
gt youd We leave him to his enjoyment and go intc omr pillit to day down
on the straw, we are due to go up the line at 5 o'clock, when ite darke
Aftor o time Robby cells out “Jackle go and see if ten is up there's a

posd ehap, you are nesrest to the door"s I po %o the cookhouse in one of

the small buildings, yes, tes is ready any time, I start beck and an

Amoet at the 4007 = = = w « = = ] didn't hear or feel anything.

¥hen I -regained consciouspess 1 was in the act of getting up, my left

- Zopt and right knee were on the ground, 1 felt & bit dizzy, 1 couldn't

see anybody, then 1 noticed blood running from my left showlder &1l

own my, teft arm and tunic, ané aripping on te my laft knee, 1 realised

wns woundede I stood up, wobbled & bit, mo onc was in sight so I

sutedc "Help, Helgh up, Eelp", Then I saw & fece peeping reund the

Fner &t the rear of the R.H.S. stores, I heard the words "Right coming”

“peol of blosd on the ground but that didn't oatter, the rals
K an who -eame to Wy resous was Bgte Beber.

ng from the corner of wy tu
de. 0f 'my'head and over my €
sBay YWhy ite ; aild
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puid "Is the plosd spurtit

LThen the second dressing 2, i#ﬁiﬁnﬁ,mjrneck..Tha'ﬂhéil '

£o11ing, I conld hear thes plain eneugh now, Sgt. Baber said "Lets get

o hell out of here®, they %ook my arms, we walked alomg beside the

ranal or river, I could see the shell splinters hit the ‘water and hear

how hise. We reached the road, there wes an asbulance waiting, one
casuality had-already been Toaded and standing there was my cousin L.Ce
Perey Elphick, his hand and wrist was bandaged, he worked wiih the Qels
“4n %the stores. The aext minute I wes on a siretcher and londed then we
_gere away. = =« 1 vondered why 1 was the last casuality %o reasch the
ambulance, but months later someone told me why it was, When my comrades
had seattered for safety, some of them sav me lying there, they saw the

_ “big zash in my neck and that my ear was severed, it was no goed to
‘bother about the demd, far better to rescue the wounded shouting in the

igMe Stores. 7 must have been unconscious for some time. 1 also heard

“that my cousin wa: not badly wounded, he returned to the Stores and next
morning he had three styipes and a crown up, he was promoted to Quarter

_‘Haster Sergeant. = = = Row I must record the sadest part of all of my

'sbtorys Some deys later the place was again shelled, Cecil was bit in his

“.pack by & big splinter and killed. = = - The ambulance tosk us to the

i  “outsliirts of the village of three letters. In a building my strcicher

'-;§ was pleced op two trestles, & Doctor Officer and Orderly examined we,

' then asked if I felt pain anywhore else, I told then my left arm burt.
The Docter, with scissors, cut my sleeve from wrist te shoulder, elso my
shirt slecve, thew asked Lf I could move my arm and said it was not
. ¢amaged but that I had probably fallen on it. The Orderly rubbel some
‘istion on it, my arm was covered up, then the Dr. put s safeiy pin ot

" 4he wrist, elbo and shoulder. I was left therc for some time, then the
enemy increesed his range, shells fell in the village so they took me
nearly a} the wny dowpstairs to a smell landing. In half an hour the
shelling stopped. 2 Kun pasmsed by, looked at me, crossed herself and

.. wontinued upstairs. The Orderly come gnd asked if I would like some
brandy, I told him I would rather have water, when he brought it there
wvas a 1ittle brendy in it, I drank the lot, I was thirsty. That night
the embulance took us on a long journey, I had guessed by nov that my

“Pallov traveller wes our Q.B.5. When we stopped they ieok us into a long
marrow building, there were casualities on both zides, I should say
about B0 of us, Ilenrned next day that it Whs number 9 CsCabe =

-Eaeuality-clearing Etation.» 4 Doctor and Orderly ceme &n then started

examining the cheps on-our side, & pumber had dressings applied or

rencveds At iast they cgme to me, after taking s look the Lr. said I

jeeded # 2ittle atbention but would leave it untill after he had seen

the ‘other patients,. I writed & long time; the young ¢hap at the far end

Y, o ot of sttention, it must-have baen in the early hours ot the

fore they tame back to me. They 1ifted my stratcher mp,

£e1l to the floor, the Dr. said “What's thatVy the Orderly

'sh and s04d one word YShrapnal", the bitg were falling out

hey ‘carrded me out to mnother buildimg.” .. - oo

FRARE
something
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I was Tairly well 114 by ‘an acetylene lamp henging op = well,:they put
-pe ‘on $0-8 table with a.glaes top. Dr. vent to a benc¢h and cams back -
holding pomething in his hand, he told me to hold the Orderly's k nde
- ané grip them as fuch s 1 liked, the Orderly -vould not sinde I7% ;
‘he was going to just -snlp that eilly little bit of my ear at il !
have done with it but he didn't, he started putting stitches in, He put
_.4n ¥ive or pix, theniwent for another needle and carried ot roddd the
" pack and in sy neck, finishing off my neck with a third needie, I
. eounted twelve stitehes and then lost count, I'd had encugh. They took
“mwe back with the others. The poor young chap at the far end kept calling
‘put "Orderly, Orderly bring WATTER"= water -, he was a north country lad
-possibly one of the ¥sOuYeleley I #at up in bed 7 to see if the Orderly
was there, ‘he wns, bui be sav me sitting wp and hurried to me, he told
mé to Lay down, the Dr. bad given strict orders I was pot to sit up. 1
asked him if the young chap was bedly wounded, ke toléd me he hadé a
stonach wound, was not allowed water, they could not &o wuch for hine
In the morning 1 sav on the Btretcher neXxt to me our Qelabs ve had a
‘1itile ohat, I could see he was in pain, his 1life was not ir danger but
he had a serious wournd, I cannot tell you where it was, but you can
guess. I was &t number 9 C.CsS. two days, then after another long
journey found wyself at Le Treport on the coast. The Orderly helped me
into a huge French bath big enough for three people my size, he told me
that I wee supposed to put my uniform on and get pyjames in the ward,
but he seid "You cantt put those bloody things on, I'1l get some pyjamas
I was soon in bed and asleep. In the morning 2 Dra. came and looked st me,
after he hed gone & rurse come and sald “The Dr, has ordered you tack %o
bedl The 'Smart Alic'of the ward came and looked at my medlcal card
thon told me the Drpe had put the lstter £ on it which meant 'Blighty’
Englands lext mourning the Dr. said "There's & boat going iomorrouw, but
there is no room for even one more stretcher, if you think you can
‘mpanage to g0 as a walking patient 1 can get you on it", I %told him I
. gould walk all the way, he grinned, At 7 A¥ Sister told we to get up &s
:we WwEre starting at 9 o'clock and she wanted to look at me first,
5 Scotch nurse said "Hoos tha wee heed" then took we out to Bisters I
T thoupght my dressings were to.be changed, they were, but firet Siater sul
@1l of the stitches and pulled them out, I fell my neck coming apari.
The @eresh was yound my bed, uy uriform on the floor, I put it on still
211l bloody, even my prttes snd boot were stained, amé on the ieft slesve
-of my tunlc therc was a salety pin &t the wrist, one at the elbo, one at
-the -shoulder« The shirt was the same one with the slceeve cul, anc nwy
socks @11 4n holes, that®s all ihe clothes I had, 1 had losi ny sap.
avDil state I got dnto a small coach with several otherss _
~gipghtosn Wiles o Disppe end vs to a books Stretchoer cames
carried abosrd. It wae n Grcadful day, raising and blowlng a
stre ‘the white Yops of the waves out in yhe sea, I knev
st 8t would e like belov deck with casualities suffeving
4 Beeided o ntay -on ‘deck and hide myself mp -

o
]
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d fhunﬁ & nice cnbby hnlag ‘f‘xaur #iteps just hehind4 ﬁr;sheuld* ;5-*
wiaft of the fannel, it was ﬁiﬂe and wars. The boat started, soon it wms
“@ipping and rolling, 1 felt fine, sme-~sickneas newer troubled me. The

T wawes came over the bow when she dipped, ran all slong ‘the deok, over

4he side and aft. It Yeft off raining, I was quite enjoying myself in my
warm cubby hole. The time passed, I noticed a nurse standing at the top
@f the steps from below deck, she waited the right wmoment Ahen dashed
- aeross to “she rails, I thought she was seoe-sick but she waan*t, when the
.bow 8ipped sho started back, then she sav me and changed ‘her dirsction.
“Op the ‘steps she Jumped jJust pe the water swept slong - sclk, ®he
“amked e “hnt 1 was doing there so I eaid "I reckon its b hutter place
Fhan down balov', she said "Your fight, its awful, I've comne up for a
reath of Tresh air, the streotchers are one above the other, the bottos
‘pnes are in a dreadful mess, and the stench', she put her open hadds up
48 her shouldsrs. She asked me 1f I was alrighty I 40ld her that I wvas
. never peawsick, she said "Look at you, not even & cap, 1I'll get you e
cap comforter', she was soon back with it, put it over my head and nesk,
Bhe wag m modern Florence Nightingsle. We were pupposed to disembark &%
Dover but it was too rough ®o we ran round to Folkestone. The boat was .-
tied up, after a little while the stretchers began to go off, they went
on and on, then a fov walking patients appeared so I Joined thoms. The
train was waiting there, I asked one of the Orderiys where the t{raln vas
going, he said there were two trainloads of casualities, the first would
g6 to the midlands or north, the second not so far. As he vas eecorting
the walkinp patients to a carriage I sgain hid myself among some packing
cases, & lady appeared with postcards like we bad in France with printed
messages, such as = I have received your letter - Letter fbllows at first
oppertunity = Parcel received « I am wounded — I am vounded and In
hospital =, I crossed all of the wessages out excepd = I am wounded we
The trein moved off, soon another backed in smo I pgot in and after = tzme
found myself at Victoria station. Bomeone put four of us ipbo a taxi,
4% stopped at a building with about twenty steps up to the door, the
withers ran up the steps, I managed to get up three or four, then had to
mang on to the hendrail, T was etuck. 4 man dashed down and helped me up
"“He pushed the door opsn, & nurse helped we to where the others were

. pitting with their overcoats on, caps in hend., The ¥ard Sister said

1 guppose you want something to eat", the others seid “Yes plemes’,
I said "o {hank yom, 2ll I wvant is te get to bed”, Hhe looked at me
“plood stained, & cap conforter 'on my head, a aaxeLy pin at my wrist, elbe
.and shoulders The nurse took me o B bed, it was marked *Queens Cot' she
-gut &areens ‘pound, pyjeoas were there, 1 was moon in beds Hurge was soon
skad up vy wriforn from the floor, I heard her, sgy $Sh¢ek%ng.
5 mgein a‘man i|n wEth her, she took the’ ﬁre&aiﬂg .
ske The faan s&ié Gam;@au ait np’ %he nurse helped
- . E L.k y b . ?‘
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11* Hova
: e down, just covered the wound lightly end sadd "I11 be back
" soonYy I heard the ‘trelly coming, she said "I have o gpt s fomentation
. op, the Dr, says ms hot as Fou can bear it", sbe put it on and said
"low go to ‘Sleep, the fomentation has to be changed every four hours
pright and days When the dreassing was being changed st ten 0'closk next
morning s little old lady visitor came in, visitors wore only allowed
two hours in the afternoons, but here she was looking on. She said "It
 looks like a slash by & sabre". The nurse never took the slightest
- notice of her, 1 remained silent, was she really there, or vas it the
© form of an Angel of mercy. The nurse pushed the trolly . away, ny angel
© ocame to the bedside. Oh, she was raadl enough, she said M0an 1 do
. anything for you, #o you want anythinp", I told her T would be glad %o
: have 8 sheet of writing paper, mn envelope ané & stamp €0 Ahat I conld
et my wife know that I was in hospital ir London, she gave me all I
asked in triplicate. 1 wrote to Cladys telling her T was in the
Chilérens Orthopaedic Hospital in Great Ormond Streebs T saw the little
ady many times, she slvays seemed to know wherc to fing the new entrantg
fer handbag pust have been full of writing paper, the very things we
most wanted, I &till think of her as my Gardian Angel, she w11l be near
at hané tomorrow 25' March 1959 vhen 1 po to Crawley Hospital to have
my wouné repeireds = = 0f course the Orthopeadic had its 'Smart 41ict
he .came and looked then said YHave you seen your medical card™, I sald
"ip I can't turn my head", he took it down, on it the House Burgeon had
drawn a eketch of my head, marking the wouné in thick blach ink,
underneath was written, & deep, foul, septic guttering. - Yes, my neck
had sort of burst open, with my long journey from Le Treport, firet in
the coach, then the rough. ses crossing, the train to Victoria and the
taxic ride, what else could be expected. I must confess that I aidnt*t
1ike the daytime Wapd Sister, sho wae dominative, hustled the nurses
eround, the chaps got into trouble for moking their beds untidy,
mothing was ever rightkfor her. Hurse Jackson, the night Sister, wvas
entirely differsnt, she apologised for waking me up to changeé Lhe _
dresping. There was a chap named Charlie at the far ond, I Knev he had a
vad wound, when he was taken out to the 'Theatre' the other chaps, to th¢
tune of the chimes of Rig Ben, wang Fourteen, fouricen, fourteen,
 fourteen. Yes, it wes hic Fourteemth operstiorn, he had plastic surgery
e his facé,nadkiwgrms.nnd'&varywhere:it shoved. Lady Overbock, who
‘3ived at Little Common invited some of us to have tea at the Savoy
‘HBotel, but Sister would mot #llow it. Another day, wher &he knew Gledys
“wes coming right across London to sce me, she sent fowr of us out in a
~ears 1 %0ld her I would rether stay in as my wifc wag coming, bul she mRde
me go, Gladys vac very mpeets When 1 wes well enough to get oul dn my
al Hine -tlothes, Bister seld “You cannot go out without a sap'y .
dys bought one mnd mn RE: TAp badge, it cost seven shillinge i
old the Sister I vas pot used to taking orders Irom

turned Me outs
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was sent to ‘the Wichie Red Cross Hospitsl Queons Tat
complained about my deafness, &0 A nurse took me to Charing:
fospital, she carried a letter from Dr. Child. Iz a2 big b 5
or mors outpabtients were waiting. A 8ister ceme on to the Platform and
Lpslled out "Any letters", my nurse held the letter up and T was the first
.one to Bee the Dr.. He had a look thon sent me out to & purse to have my |
_ -sar syringed, be loocked in my esr agein then said "Tell the purse to put |
" ..gix drops of Peroxide in and syringe again, after this had been done I
- cpuld hear & bit, I had to repest a few numbers spoken by the Dr, then
‘he said "You wiil alwaeys have trouble with it} which was exactly what
Mr. Evans of Harley Street said when he sew me in the Ortbopeadic, but
he had 8lso @aid that it was an honourable wound. The Michie hospital,
.1 mean the building itself was owned or rented by Hrs., Wichie, I believe
‘she was & dacghter of lord Reading, for he himself sometimes came in to
hsve a chat with us. Some of the Red Cross nurses were Titled Ladys, one
of their jobs, beside waeiting on us at mealtimes, was cleaning knives,
forks and spoons, beside weshing up 8l) the dishes. Sapper Fox, who I
palled up with must bave beer an Irishman for he wae plways bumming the
Ypish Guard warch tune, We two, nearly cvery morning, went down inte the
vasement, of our own free will, to help these splendid Ladys, they wmaild
#3f you gentlemen would kindly do the knives we would be nost greatful,
hecause none of us like that job', Yes, Titled Ladies calling we two
erdinary Happers, gentlemen, Of coursc we always got a cup of coffce and
biscuits, perhaps thato all we went down there for. Thon we woul. play a
hundred up or the big billiard teble before going oul for a vall in the
park, the chestnut trees were in full bloom. The ward Sister could
easily have been taken for Gueen Victoris, she was exattly‘like the
fueen in features, form and helght. Fox and i cleaned and polished gll
of the brassedping which ran slong esch side of the grill over the hot
. water pipes; then this little gueen would look at us and say "The Kknees
i ot your trousers look & bit dirty", then when we got up in th: morning,
net only hed we got clean trousers, but eocat, shirt and tie ai our
beduide. There was a bic massive electric orpan in our ward which we
were sllowed 6 play at certain times, sometimes it missed a note and
west 'Phitz's One of the Sappers asked me if I knew anything about
lectric organs, of course I aidn't, but I said 1t sounded a3 . though the
brushes of the motor were worn. e wanted to have & look so off came our
_‘coats, we opened a emall door at the back, all we could soe was cobwebs
- -and dust, he oravled 4n then asked where the notor would be, I teld him
4o Tind out where the wiree went, he told me to come mnd have a looks
pey he had found it Ouka, -his wvhite shirt wac no longor white, I joined
im, We 4ook the motor out, reversed the brushes, put it all back then
Tl s ‘gan upywe he “gpouble. Thon the liftle qgueen eame
' told ue to got washed; thén a nurse
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: got u good hand 0f-q&r&s avery
ine and won the gents prize, a box of fifty cigars, winning ‘lady hed =
“puautiful bouquet »f Tlowers. I Handed the cipgars all zound and after
taking one myself found that I had three left so thers must have been
forty-seven of ug soldiers there. A billiards handicap was arranged,
‘most of the chaps put their names down. Sapper Fox and I joined in, we
were pretty poor players, both of us received Tifty start. Two very good
Pplayers owed fifty, wirich meant that as it wue m hundred up, they hed to

%he Ladiea nrganim&d a ﬁhast Brive,, -“

'w‘ﬂget hundred and fifty, while chaeps like me with fifty start only had +o

.get £ifLy to wine Funny enough, Fox and I got drawn together, 1 Jjust
“paniged to beat bim. In the last mateh I hau to play oze the' best
- players. All the chaps seemed to want me to win, they wWere aéviaing me
. -what to do. Once when my opponents ball wac on the very edge of ‘a pocket
someons sald "Pot the white” which would have been baed sportemawship on
+my part. I managed to get thirty ndne before he ran out with a long
ereak of over twenty. J was novw fecling Fairly fit and well but stild
deal in ny left car, and was dischurged from the Kichie. In sowme uaye I
wvas sorry to leave as I had been huppy enouzgh there. One of the Ladies
took several of wus to ¥ill Bank near Victoris <trtion to hand us back
to the Army. I must have looked pretty awful citting in the bus, ihe
1eft side of me all covered with tloo’ stains, with & safety pin &t my
¥rist, & safety pin at my elbo, and a safety pin at my shoulder.
The people stared at mo, one lady just plansed si me then turncd her
head eway and got out at the first stop, I felt cur. she had not resched
her cestination butl preferred to catch the next bus. The Hajor at Hill
‘Bank looked st me and sald it looked as though I needed a rew outfit so
I seid "This cap ic mine, my wife Lad to buy it because the Sieter at
the Grihopeadic would not let me walk oul ir hoepitel 'blues' without
g cap'y, He pmid "Well you have got s cap end J can <o nothing sbout it".
I reckon the Army still owes Ulaiys seven and six, and as it was over
fifty years ago, and the pound only worth about ten bok row, they oughi
to make it five pounds, what a hopes. T got & railusy pass to Bexhill
and a return pass to Earlow alse a fevw vecks lesve, 4 few days after I
got home & emall pasrcel arrived from R.E. Records Office at Chathanm,
g note enclosed advised me that it was py personel possesions, it
eontained & herdkerchief, clean washed and iroped slso a half empty tin
~¢f Harrisens Pomarde., This Pomarde was pleasantly perfuned and was
pupposed to keep the chate away. Tow who else but Cecil would have gone
through &y kil before handing 1t dn to ithe G.F.t. stores, He mipht well
. have bveen doling it a fey days after I left the Coy. wiren the place wuas
'ﬁagein shelleé. while he ﬁas;ig Ahe very act of dolng me e kindnesny &ﬁd
e let : q Fart of a’ p&a& *“%pesed by
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DY, her, $hau1d like 20 again "ﬂota from
:Eezhill Observ&r &ated e ‘aroh 3316 dust avout th
wounded. The ardlcle covers five columns of print andl.
%ot ten photoprephs, T can: only “=opy out @ very smxll part effiﬁ; and
- Please let me telliyou that Edvard.Baker married ry rothers Sister,
" %herefore he was my Uncle Ted. Fe had a rifle bullet in his chest but
. refused to have it reroved because it caused hiw no inconveniesce,
CRBOTE It is peculiarly fitting thet the subject of our-article this
- week should be the 2! Home Counties Royal Engineers, thet swart end
‘8oldierly Corp who have already had their beptisn of blood -and flame
capon ihe stricken fields of France. Tor a good wany years theé Bngincors
Jhave been well known to all lecal reeidents, and now theys are turning
Jtheir training and spartness to pood purposce, they are }OORQQ npon by
‘the townepeople with mingled affection end pride. Like the &' ‘Bussex
Battery RsFu.fi. with which we recently deslt, the local Epgineers Corp
Tooowee its existence %o the enthusium and ability of a amart won
- Commissioned Officer. Sergeaet Thomas Hunt was, ae {¢ were, the father
‘of the local irtillery, and Sergeant = bhe aftervards rose higher -
Edward Baker, who now llves gt 12 Sidiey Street Bexhill was the founder
©f the local Fnginesrs and the first Voluntoer Ingineer on the comst
between Eristol and London, It was in the year 1888 that the Tower
“Hamlete Repiment came dovn to cawp st Hastbourne, and Fr. laker, then
an old soldier with a fine record of service war catering for the
Serpeantes Mess, Several of the viaitors Tchipped' him on ihe fact that
~there were no Engineereg Yolunteers all slong the #outh Toast. Fronm
1ittl- beginnires pgreat results spring. The ides took reot in Eakers
mind, he conculted with one or two other o0ld soldiers, and it was
decided to teut the feeling of the town. Letters were insertad in the
Fastbourne newspapers calling sttention to the gbsence of an Engineer
pnit, and stating that the South Coast was liable to invasion, and that
4n such &n event ¥npineers would bve nesded for ihe Army. Py means of
these lgtters several influential gentlemen were interested, and &
wenvas made, with the result thet about 160 men offersed thelr spervices.
BRQUOTE Here it mentions many Gentlemen add Ladies who puarantesd funds.
QUOTE ~In 1889 applimcation ‘was uade to the Governmant for permission to
“:anrel one company ¢f Engineers to be styled the Hastbourne Reyal
Engineers. The establishment of the Lorp was not effected without
=hindrance from one or two of thoze varping critics whoe pee failure
written Lroaé upon overy revw enterprise and it wes prophesied by ene eof
. ‘these Jeremishs that neither. sufficient ‘money or nen would be=;arthcomin?
4o forn the now Epgineer Covp. In mnswer to this it was pei?tﬁd syt that
““there were already 160 eligible men %o select from in order to Fill only
“onescompany of Hngineerss After & considwrable smount Bf ror?aapanﬁenge
permission was given in July 1890 to enrol one company 106 g to
logignated the 17 ‘Bussex Royel knpinamrs.{?oluﬂteers}a @he ti e;was
1 4 upen with great pride b
; rps are design&te& ?aian.ear Eﬁgiﬁ&&?ﬁ,
1s
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ﬂﬁ§T% §0ﬁ§iﬁﬁéd;-;§ﬁ¢§etigg;ﬁéﬁs e and 4
were enrolled in ALl Souls ‘Gchoolroom, Flenty

duny B 90y elghty men
gre Lax 5 23 % of mer W&re waiting, ..
‘but it wes deciddd wot to enrol mny wore ‘that night. Fo Al Dgkden, sn
architect and surveyor, decided to tske & comzission, and be¢sme the
firet officer of the TGompany, and the first man sworn in was Bdward
- Bsker, who haéd previouwsly retired from the Rerulera with th: rank of
“Colour-sergeant. On Mr. Bakers supgestion, i’ was decided mot to enrol
“any more than 80 on the first night, for his prrctised eye hod noticed
. -that the majority of the wen pressnt were between 25 and 35 years of age
andé he wisely considered that a number of yocunper meh whould bBe taken to
£411 up the Company, so0 that when the older men besan to fall out the
~pthers would he come to their primes. The meetins was on & Honday
-evening and on the following Yednesday, 26 more men vere enrolled,
beinping the Company up to tull strenpgth of 106. The enthusiaswe and
7 imtelligence of the new Engineers were vouched for by th: faet that
-7 ‘2lthough they were only formed on londay July 8¢, they had a field day
“'mng mearch past on Saturday of the same veek.
URQUOTE Here it states appointments were made, Serpeants etcs The Coye
eprned high praise from the General Officer Commanding for ithelr work as
infantry and scientific engincering work.
QUOTE The next Company to be enrolled was at Seaford, the third at
lewhaven, and the fourth at Chelvington and Ripe.
The start at Bexhill
Sergesnt Baker, having moved to Eexhill one mernth later, the last nemed
Compary, D. Gompany was removed to Lexhill an’ Sergeant Baker appointed
Oompany Sergeant-lajor. Thus the Engineers became ustablished in
‘Bexhill, snd they soon became fairly fixed sné succussful.dn the town.
 During the first year the Company was in Bexhill 58 recruts enrsllied,
‘and ‘the first camp from Pexhill was attender with 80 men who received
valuable Pield training ut Bheffield FPark. At the first camp prizes
were.offered for the best drilled an’ instruct d Company in camp, and
these wers won by D. Company and never lost. TDuring the years that have
.gome and _gone since, th- work of Ds Company has bLeen prominently before
4the publics & trestle bridge was erected at one time at the lace where
‘#he Arcade now stends, and attracted considerabtle ettentions This bridge
‘was consldered » very smart piece of work, and it 45 now used-as & model
[“bri@ge in the Chathan Engincering Sehool. This was surely & striking
“henour for & Volunteer unit. with regard to Fifle shooting L. Conpany -
UNQUOTE This ancient and wvaluable paper hes been read .and folded 80
. figny times that the next 1ine of print ic defaced and unreadeable « -
QUOTE and on severalocogsions have produced the best shots in the
Battalion, “and the Company won outright, ihree years runcing the Bexhill
hallenge Cups The Company had heen fortunate in ite efficlent .
iﬂé,rﬁ§$¢rﬁ;f}ﬁgrgeaﬂtfﬁaksr-ﬁasithajiirég'instructa#; after his come
Ssrgeant Rollimson, who ‘was gucceeded by Bergeant - now Lieutenaut Eirby
hen Sergeant Edwards took over ‘the duties. S o
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fSergaant - ﬁajor Baker has had B 1eng an& hbnoﬁ?able military earear.
Re “joined’ Hhe Bht Braffordshire Rifles in 1863, ' 5 P
';QNQUGTE I cannot copy out all that is mentioned of=o$rpaant“ﬁaker B
eapoer, here are & fev items. Uncle Ted enlisted in the 6T Regiment of
Foot in 1865, transferred to 47! to go to India 1866, He was -invalided
home 1869, Transferred to Roysl Ensineers for Abysinian War but ordere
werc countermanded on the eve of mailing. lle was then permitied te join
any Remiment, he chose 58¢ Rntlands to go to India. He was there several
yoars visiting Fenares, Dargeeling, Allshabad, Amritsar and other places
In 1876 he returned to Eanglend with the rank of GColour-Serpgaant.
- Discharged in June 1877. _
QUOTE How this fine old soldier went back to thes uniform has been told
- gbove., He remained doing useful work uniill 1905 when, at the Camp at
Chatham the General Officer Commanding extended his services for three
years, HBut on February 27° 1906, he wae retired by the wWar Office on
‘account of apge, and a crediteble military career extending over fourty
years closed. On hie retirement Sergeant-fiajor baker weo presented with
P21l equipment by the Officers and given the right to retain and wear
the uniform of a Company Sergeant=iajor.
DNQUOTE Here the article mentions the fact that the Company landed in
France on 22' December 1214, how they spent Christmse Day, and soon
moved nearer to the firing line. ‘
QUOTE The Engineers later took part im the fighting around Ypres, and
did their part irn blowins up Bill 60, the great German stromghold.
Describing this fighting, Msjor Ticehnrst writes, "4t the end of Hareh
we woved to Ypres,(I can mention this as we are no lonper there), Ve
arrived there just in time to help in the Hill 50 show. We haud the
pleasure of carrying up by night the gunpowder for the m;neb, snd also
of seeing the mctual blowinr up. Anc it was a fine sight. "he Huns
certainly got & 1ift up. %Two nights and two days we helped to nake the
ploece secure after the att&ck, and the amount of amnunition exploded by
both sides vas enormaus. It was here ve first experienced the German
laﬁhrymatary shella.  They give off a black smoke on bursting, which
-affocts the cyes and nose. The syes smart and run with water thus
making it difficult to see, but it all goes off in & few hours,
Juckily ve suffered very few easvalties on the hill. Cur iuck left us on
‘returning to our billite in Ypres. for as you already know, when the men
_were resting, several shells ceme into the building, doing & geod bit of
danmage, 1 lost seversl of my bLest men, -and men who had done some good
work thE%prevlaua ‘days.-The ¥uns fairly knockedthe poor cld town about,
apd thia'aaa'the beginnzﬂg cf the secan& bsmbardmeat af Ypras"
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-QSQQE Gaszinned ﬁa atill-hnﬁ Xoigo np to.the hill :
and .this necessitated a flve ‘miles march there and fiy
Huns having been falrly stirred up it was far from ple
acroes the open with phells by day and bullets by night_
ater the Engineers had experience of the German pniaana
. Hade the Sacrifice :
Y must nnt be supposed that the Corps passed through’ theirAardeals
--unseathed, several of those gallant Engineers who landaa &n France will
not return and others were wounded
NQUOTE  Here it mentioms the names of sleven men kxlled zn actlen,
ncluding Sapper Ronnle Dennett, who was struck down on Whit Monday 1915
Lo Tomy first day on Hill 60, also & number of wounded including Kajor
L Ficehurst. 1t slso. gives the names and rank of 239 KaCu0s. and npen
. oparving in the Camp&ny including OeCs A.Ce Hajor Ticehurst and 2 Officer
= = = lmagine my surprise when this issus of the Bexhill (bservaer was
~handed to mc when T was on Leave. To learn that Uncle Ted was the
instigater of the first Company of Royal Sussex Ingineers, and lere was
"1 4& Sapper in the 2' Home Countles Field Company Res of which Uncle
Ted was the first Company Sergeant-~Major. I remenmber, when I was a boy,
sesing Uncle Ted at Strides Castle wearing his uniform, with a Pillebox
cap, bdut to me, at that time, he was just a soldier, « - -
¥y Leave passed nuickly enough, Gladys wae with we when T reported to
(oy. Hdqres at Marlow. ©oergeant-Hajor Dann was in charge. 7 had met his
‘Bt Rouen when the draft of 70 first arrived there, he was a Corporal
with two stripes then, on his way home. fe knew al} sbout war, and altho
81l billiting out had been stopped, he kindly arrsnged for Gladys and [
40 bu billited at a cottage near the bip house vhere all of the Compeny
were, 1 really wust skip over & let of vhat happened here. 1 was made
cooks mate, peeling potatoes all day lonp, preparing vegetables, patiing
up margarine etc. One day new poistoes arrived so @ put sone inbo a
iead lined sink snd scrabbed them with a bass broom, unfortunately 1
‘knocked the skin off of the second finger of my loft hand, it turnad
. peptic, and I went into Haldenhead hospital so Gladys. rﬂturnen homes
A two inch long plece of tough matier kept emwerging from the 'top joint,
" Tipy Sparrow suggested teking the top of wy finrer off, then he “hought
%% better to take it at the middle joint, then the bit left would only
~gst in the way, so decided to teke the whole finger off,but declided to
“Jaave 1t one more day. That evenianr a differsnt nurse 2id the dressing,
instend of ueing = ..3 carbolic solution she used a 337 solution which
HRS such gtronger. Hy little Gardian Angel must have been there for in
the worning my Tinger wps all clean and dry, in tvo days I was back at
Borlov. ~ = A medieal inspection was held, I was sent ‘to the Guards
Command Depot -at Sesford,-every man here had been woandeaﬁi*There was A
g;r&ﬁﬁ every marning. Guarﬁﬁ, Infantwy, . vary elase inape@t&nﬁ by ;
i g E ghting wen
ha Sergeant
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iﬁtarted the guard had tn bé ﬁent For %a restare arﬁef, i
- away next worning.  Some of the woundea here wvere in a'gityful_plight,
we had wmen on crutches, arws 4n s}ings, dressings on heada_gtg, “Home

of the Infentry vere Jjust mutilated pgun fodder. Some had lost both arms
. dthers a leg and arpm, the Taces of some were half gone, they had just
#lits for eyes and mouth, moselees and ezrs missing, Why were theue
heros being kept here, was Rowhamptorn so full of plastic BuUrsefy oases
that they had to wait&their turn %. A friend of ours, Hrs. Haihnstone,
_ who lives in Pondtail Road will werify my statement, for good lady ihat |
* .. she is, has in the past, pursed some of these heros. =  Before I left |
w0 Beaford there was & wedical examinetion, the Infantry man 4n the guene
“-dn front of me had a mark on the back of his neeck which looked os though
“he had suffered from & big boil or eerbuncle, vhen he turne? right to
“face the Dr. T could see & redish blue weal ell round his neck. lie told
the Dr., & F#ifle bullet struck hies sdams epple, glanced off. Went round
his neck and out &t the back. Dra. said "Wou pre alright azein anow''y he
padd "Bot too bad Sir". Marked A.t. soon to be returned to france,
nore gpun fodder. Dr. looked ot my wound, narked fLale & = =
.1 rejeins. the “ompany rt Maldenhead and war madse “aiter in the Nele 0Be
¥ess, Donker - that was the only neme I knew him by -~ warited or the
ReBaMeylabeles CoSalia and other Sergeants, T had the other N.C.08., we
- had about twenty each. The CuS.Hejors betran and bermnan lost his vife
#né had compassionate leave. The JuMu8, evadd T was the best one to take
his place as ¥ didn't drimk, he knew that 1 usuelly gave my rum ration
to Cecil or to Xobby, Punch, Fop, or Ted Booth. This joéb Goubled Ty
duties. Rizing at BAGHe to clean Co.leMa.Dmnns kit, pget hot water, shaving
‘gear laid out, ther put final touches to heCe0s. brenkfast table, serve
‘breakfast, help wash up 40 dishes etc., then upstaire clean up CeS.Me
_reom, pike hed, & quick breakfast, streipghten upy NelaOs. room, and
“prepars 1o-open up Bar at midday. I1f my parents and Jhurch friends had
. -mgen me they would heve been shocked. Me, & Fethodist, drawing the beer
- from & barrel, serving the drinkse, whiskey, gin, brandy etc. always
- seeing that e plate of biscuits and cheese wars replenlshed, opening
.D¥eters and scallops. . The Bar closed ot 11 Peiia, then if ny mates were
still omt I prepared hot soup from the meat oddnments which had been
cooking bBll evening, then perved anyone who came for it. I was glad
%hen the barssn returneds We moved baek 4o Marlow, and I was put into
‘h"ﬂ@fficer& ¥ises, T hated it, By knees kwnocked together more than they
ﬂ Adne in“?rance vher I had %o walt at lete dinner table, = One .day .
: ana a 1ot faériﬁks went rouna BRONE tha ﬁf”iwﬁrﬁa
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%ﬁ Haéﬂr ‘rang. ;mis ban, !l:ha kitahan asaia seid nma.ts
B {Eaﬁer sﬁid ”I want a 61 bath'ly a%nld him At

ibﬁth tunight, %he wmber is ﬂat"hot“ I had to go. up again &
zplain to him, then he said "S8it down™, I sat down, then he gatd
hexe, &it by me hers on the ssttes”, I set beside him in front of the
ire, he was half asleep, then he said “Hold my hand', hefore lang his

on nmy shoulder, he wvae fast esleep. What a faci 1 felt, how the
would bave laughed if they had seen us. 1 very gradvally got

¢ woke up twice when I moved, but at lest 1 got away +then went
~aeked the maid 4f $he bhad any idea where I could Tind my wates,

4 Wp the Pub of course", I dashed up there, it was ten zlauk
ing out “time, we came back together and then. the two of ‘them went up
fxnatpnt Hajor to bed. Lt. Kille sluways gave me ® sympathetic look when
1 wWaited at table, He came to me mnd told me he had arranged with CuBelie
= “pann for me to be his and Li. £ batwan. This was o much better Jjob as 1
. hud all afternoons off. Wew strav arrived for all the mens beds, I

filled my sack up, then chaps waiting below slung thelirs up saying "Fill

Cmine Jackie¥ I filled several then carried mine up to my rodm, where

~eight of us slept, then I noticed my wedding ring was wmissing. That

‘afternoon I turned ell of the strav out, after searching for an hour or
more 1 found it, what & bleesing it was in my sack and not in one of the
. otherse  Lis Fills told me the Officore were polinp awny on a weeks Tourse
~@gnd that the Major had told him to leot me huve the key of the garage
while they were away with etrict instructions not to let any unauthorised
person have it. A day or two later Lte. I's canc to re and said "I
vnderstant you have thes key of the parage, can 1 have 1% as 1 want to petl
ny motor cycle out", I to0lé him wy instructions werc not t9 let the key
out of my hande, so0 he esrid YI'1l not be more tharn two or three ninutes,
50 1 foolishly let hiw have it,and he, rotter that h: wes, 4id not get
his oun bike out but took Lt, Holﬁans pearly nevw sidecar outfit, He took
pome girl friend out for a drive and smashed the outfit up and did not
‘return the key to me. When Lt. Bills came Lack, ke looked all hot and
bothered, told me what hed happened, and that thslinjor was gcinf to hove
me on the 'carpettfor discobeying instructions. I paid- that 1 was sorry
“mbout it, but as Li. B, was @n Officer 1 natuarally thought he was &
rentleman. He said “Gentleman indeed, he is & dirty swine, SR"I'1L
~:gke him pay for it, I want you to come mp to the lousnge ten tinules
bafore lunch tomorrow". I wondered what was golng to happen, so next day
1 cleanel and polished myself up & bit smartish and went up as ordered.
CA11-@f the Officers were there except the Hajor. Lt. 1ills sald "Lt. B
‘has something t6 say ‘to you fapper ¥lliott". Then Li. B. sasried
cepcking aff;abeat being sorry. he.hﬂﬁ got.me into trouble when it was
t"yifauit”ai #ilythat At was wll ‘his fault, ?hen 1 n& cﬁﬂ‘%t* Filla
Y 8 head at Lt. E. &ﬁﬁ'at_last;fz : ¢ .
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"*trencheﬁ ahere they had been ﬁerklag, alse ceatinaeﬁmy é&ﬁles a6 batman
emrly and late, it was gencerally a long daye ~Then I thought That I had
“hetter go sick to get my .ear gyringed as very probably T sshould Tind
Jmyself 4n ar sap, and 2 deal Seppper in & sep is a-lisbility to his mates,
for if Punch had been denf, we might well have been blown up on Hill 60.
That evening 1t came up on Orders thet no one on the draft would be
alloved to report sick, so my good intentione were squashed. I helped
wy Qfficers to sort theiy stuff out, Lt. Mills got me 2 longer lesave for
me 4o see him nome to Bexhillse Ve left Karlow sometime in Hay 1017 and
arrived at Rouen. Lite. Mills pot me excused all paredes so that I counld
be wilh hinm and Lt. Holmen. The first morning when I wao geftting them up
Ite Bills said "I suppose there's no tea this morning, what about hot
woter, go on you 0)d Berounger, go and get some", It. FHolmen seid "What
‘2 hope”, Lta. Hille szid "You don't know Llliott yet". I picked up the
nev canvas bucket which T had édvised Lt. M. %o get, then vent and
seerched sll around the Officers tents, hoping to find a batman willing
to help nc oute It was early ebout 6~20 All. therc was not & soul about
anywhere. Then 7 moved over to the outside line of tents, and thercy
before my very ¢ycs, 1 saw, Fifty feet avey, standing right out in the
open, ‘& cast iron boiler with a wiff of smoke issuing from the chiuney,
A -boldly walked up to it, there was & white enamellen bowl on the lid,
ST guickly €illed¢ the bucket with steaming hot water, ther away back teo
1th3”tent 1 went feeling quite pleesed with myselfs Lt. Hille saidé
“MPhere ., 1 told you so Holwman, he amn scrounge saything', Li. Holman
. 'selid "ﬁhanh you Elliott, thank you wvery much"y I said "Its & pleasure to
- seyve you Gentlenmends”™ Then I told them to ‘%ahey,%akey‘as'it wes passed
.30, and left them, Later T woent back to straighten things up, put
theily sheving gear avay, wmade the beds and so forth., lext morning when
- I went to them, I slapped my hand on the tent and called out 'Wakey,
Viakey', Lte Mills said “Here ho comes sgain, meking 21l this disturbance
I opened the tent flap, stepped in, picked up the butket and went to get
- their bot water. Unfortunstely I let the voiler 144 glip, it went doun
2 ang, 2nd I hesrd someenc shout, then 1 saw o seldier running
o, he. m84d "Thet's not aaybodys ‘waber, I seid I bad only taken
f&r my two Of2icers, porbaps hall a fr&na-mﬂnln nnt.thinga
b f'aney and F&iﬁ *Q h" Lt SR
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fteriwhbn I‘REﬁt'ta stra&gh%an ﬁhair axit 11 there,
$01d me Lhey had orders. to tStand byt e 4ent for
radlee T told them I expecked that to haapaag i P 2-af the
raft had told me I should bave %o go on payade for the fisal Hedical
Imspections Lt., Mills said "What ave we going to Go all ﬁay ‘ghut up in
~hereY, I told his perbaps we woulé not be here all dsyy I meant it as 2
~gentle warnings ‘He ®aid "Can'4 you scrounge some papers or nagagines
‘gnd some chocolate to munch®, I-told him the Cmnteen would not be open
4111 midéays He handed me s five franc note and said "Go on, g0 and
- serounge something”s I fell this was the last thing I wotld be able %o
“@o for ‘then, I had tried to keep them lighthearted and “gheerful, but
this wac & hopeless taske I went to the dry emnteen, of course 1t was
. shut, the Church Army and Balvation &rmy huts were deserted, 1 vanfered
‘avound hoping and hoping, I even got into the Australian lipes, they
“dlvays seemed to have much more than we ever gots I welked all asmoungst

- 4he tents. One heseie said "Horping Digger' they elways called wuc

Sappers ‘Dizgers' thoy knew our jJob, At last 1 savw & big woodern building
right at ‘the far ond of their lines, I quickenec my steps 4 as 1 got
aearer to it I saw the words 'Australian Canteen' there were some
smaller words which I could not meite out, but wonder of wonders the door
was open. A6 1 got to the door I looked up at the small words, it said
HaCuOse only, but 1 couldn't step now, besldes, 'Faini heart never won
fadr ledyl. The COYPOT&L said "ﬁornxng Digger, you went semething”, 1
said "Good morming’, "I know that I ought mot to be in here, but 1've
got two Officers 'Standing by' way back in our lines,I expeci we shall
21l be going up the line tonight, could you please leét mc have a couple
of old newspapers or magazines tc help them pase the tiuwe', e said
"Thare may be Bome in the aspusementi hut, dbut it will not be open untill
lete this afterncon', He saw 1 was looking at the bers of chocelate,
ciparsttes, biscults, tine of milk and goléen gyrup. e said "Just eay
the word, Digger“, I said "Chocolate and biscuits', he pul sonmc big bars
of chocolate and two big handfuls of biscuits in packets on the counter.
3 had the five Lranc note in my hand anﬁ 1 said "You havint any sweets I
. puppose, pepperminta or barley susar’, he turned his bachk ¢c mc then &
"Iive got some cheding gun”, I sald "Thats it, the very thing, it will
keep them chewing &1l day leng". lie put a big hendful of packeis of gum
‘down,- T said Yiow mueh', he looked at me and then at a1l the things
iying there snd ssid "Letu say four and & half francp', He.gave we two
twentyfive contines chenge, ceins with the hole 4n the centre. 1 thanked
‘him mndé he said PI vish -all three of you Good luck"s I hurried back to

S %he tent, they werc both sprauled out op tbeir bedss 1 dumped the gum

chocolate and biscuits op to Lt. Hills bed and sald, "I have not got
,muahzghangef ?a_ﬁuid “Keep it“,Annn g ;ae& 1 had go%ﬂﬁg_hali frans




: _av&&, put my k¢t _ew‘ther,eifaaed
y aptuted tﬁma, wvont with the drafi for Ledical
eminatimﬁ%m s qiifte young, in his early twenty's, he just
walked alosg The fostimel and then between the renksy, 1 wos in fhe
roar ravk e bewwe o looked al us he ecomed mors songerned to see
A anyone fniks frosd muk wesded a hair cui. le walked along 4he back
ol ue then sbwd ot Be Tronts He said YIf any of you have a seaplaint
oy any reswuwryyesdguld not go up the line step out o the front.
. th@ught 4y 5oy Jast chaves Yo get wy enr syringed, so. out the
front 1w, sof thorw zhap neued Fddie joined we. The Dr. smic "Yon
imen of ths fueft ere e hero's, these two men are the cowards, march
"khe Srpft 388 Smpared™. When they were pone hc uslked we what ny
'umpldintaaa&vlﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁf bad my car smashed by a shell . wpl&ntur in
Saroh 1910 sl Bt I esuld arranpge for me to have it syringed, a8 I
wns Geaf, I ws gageesd 4o vejoin the draft and go up the line. ille then
anbed Nddie det Hewmmiadnt vas, fddie cupved bis ear with his right
rand and sxid " oarie FixY. The Dyr. madoc ne srrangement to have
Canything dees be Jest deply walked auay. I asked Eddie whzi he was
going to do peed wmid “Itm going to the Canteen ac Bvon as ii's
open, thes off bz, I vandered back to our lines and eventually met
one of the foperewde:ded been in the Tirst droaft with me in kRay 1515,
e wat by tr8% 53l mliter, be was one of lhe akillful boatmer when ve
wvere wontwwsiciige st Sealeys He had & bag of tools sc 1 ssked him if
he had o W B, S iid ee probably only temporarily, I'm patching
u, the deomgsditesie.’ {018 bim of the fix I was in and ke told me I
conld sLlco; B e et et night, but he hac to go to the other side
of the cmw s weddges would have to slecp over there, late that
afternoon ¥t inoedl vy 0f{icers wers still there, the tent vas
enpty, but mthdotplie vas sowething wiick 1scked like & wasps nest
1 steppsd fedis, B tm young Gfficers had played a joke on me, what
T ‘thoupht s ewmpawd vas 211 the chewed uy gunr they had stuck on the
ypolo, I LeRu 3 fme, T oever sav elther of them agein. Hex! worning I
arent To tndulal feliadye buil mad asked him o syringe uy ear, he had
wo Byringe iptosie wol on a puir of twoesers, then lest the wool
4nside my sarediiailee ¢ld job to pet it out.
Here Readardy vomy #¥in se agadin, but eventually I found myself in
. the  Hospgs M femme bod sado & misteke, someons had blundered,
S e, not tunmomey _— o
' “He, Just drdeapy ' L
T .-ﬁﬁaﬁ%ﬁh& Wessex men I went '
e my ded lead was my intent
Wi wﬁ each ;arnin . btaff ﬁﬁrpﬂ?al attended

taak ‘ne over o tiw -aa
433ferent places wm




L¥6 raasiﬁn'ﬁuard yr;s&n&?ﬁ yhe—are
sess Hubas TheyAare dacile ‘enough,

1 2 % “foet five", I was five Teet
faux' nﬁ:a halfg ang one of theﬁ copld have glven me & back hand blow
#nd knocked me oute The Corporsl asked them if they liked the job, the
‘tall feller‘aazd Uilein compre job', the Corporal hesitated but walked
Jawaye Tho doy passe@ with no trouble. At kmock off time the tall fellsr
LGumped his tor buckei and said "Corporel parley job, nein compre job'la
Yes Reaaar, he wanted me to explain the English word *Jeb' is the French
anpgudrey to him‘g Germen, it seemed to me to by too much of » CThineese
pzvley’ g0 I said "0p iy'y 4hey nll siocd and stared, then I meid
Vompre wlley®, ke said "Cosipre alley', and I said "Then Op i*“, and aff
ey wept with the other primoners %o merch back to their tentse
Another doy 1 had five other prissners, thedr job was to paint the

0 inside yoof metal glrders of an extension to one of the workshops, I
Tt L just sat on my behind a1l day .and watched them. A plunber and I had the

S Jebs o that silly little unexplaina ble word ocreeps irn spsin, - of
-extending the water pipe to.a new building, the Yrench was already dug,
‘the plunber was & askilled tradesman, I acted as hie mate. e cub the
‘ thread on the end of the pipes and joined thew wup, I just did the
: carrying. I sonelimes wondered what the wrosi of the ﬂhawa hat Yo do when
we vere token off to do these varicus Jobs usnd one morming 1 was one of
then left behinds The L.Cs marched us off Lo the ouism;rtu of the base
Camp to a sunitien dugout, it wes marked 'Explosives, no smoking's. The
LeGe unlocked the door and the chaps vwho 4i¢ this job overy day enbered
and brought out two ceses of 303 rifle ammunition also some tarpgoets.

vi2 then marchet off to s minature range, opensd the cases, then put the
tarpets ups 4 lot of Infantry soon arrived and in sroups ol twelvoe fired
five rounds enche This went on for several hours, wiher the Infantry
finishad we noved pver to a mmaller revoelver ranpe and n auwber of
Officers fired their revolvers under -the dinctruction of « Vajor.
dhen they finished we picked up rll of the emply cages, cleaned the
- phace upe. Thon our LsC. sold that it vas %00 esarly to return to our
“1linos &0 we hid oursclves behind some gorse bushes and laid down in the
sun for aboui an hour and o hel? before returning. This wac andther job
- T would have done for duration, like it wes at the saw nill which I have

capitten mbout, but all good things some to an snds. Une morning when the
Yessex Orderly LaeCe vas shoutdng "dakey, Wakey' I neard his saying
. somebthing more, when he zome o our teant he shouted 534206 sSapper Ellistl

.1 answerad, then he said "Rarads at the Urderly Ranm at eight otaleck,
X Knew. at*anae thet vy Ylead sw;aging* WEB overs he nerge&ﬂt at %he
: Lol e 6o attenﬁ % the:




191k .- 4918
“THE WAR ﬁantinued

pacE 77

Aratt linea #nd pﬁt&ﬁed each marning at aight *alouk tc hear ii our
nuober and ‘anme wes oallsd out. The ‘Bocond moraing wy nenme vith six oy
seven others was ealled, wo were told we wers going to the 2' Honmouth
_‘Biege Coy. in the Ypres sector, back to that awful place asaine. The
Konmouth's vere a Pioneer (oy. with few tradesmen, they had been An the
Hpres esctor for two years working on the pipe Aines, that is the water
Csupply. He soon learped that not only the men but the 04C. 2lso had had
“gnoughe ¥ith the contimnous shell fire the pipes were broken and blown
ap day and nipght, it vas & pover ending job. The G.Cs bac for sometime
heen roplacing hise piancer casualtips with Sappers to enable hin to
pply for a Basc Job. WYe.g8id net romain up there very long after I
vined them. The Goys.. ?ot a Bage _job nesr Le Treport, there wers .a lot
“of workshops here and .my 3eh,~tno lets say my work = was in the huts and
cook houses., Fhe stoves ip the huts were feirly close to the wall, with
4the ‘emoke pipe ruening up ouleilde, so looming & lot of the heats 1 had
4o bring the stove well away from the wall, make new pipos then take
“thet up through the wosden roof which neccessitated cutting an eipgbteen
dnch square hole, then £ix the top pipe to a netal plate two foet square
&t the correct ongle of the sloping roef, and make it weathoerproof.
I had two ehaps to help me, one cawe from Horthumberland & tall young
imd who hed been in an ironworks factory, the other, a much older little
man came fron seex, he was & bricklayer. I had & job to undersiand what
either of then sadd, they orgued the toss arll day loupg accusing cach
other of not specking the Kings English. In the cookhouscs we had to fit
new grills an. fire bricks in the big cooking ranges an’ boilers. The
Stores never had the right sizc fire bricks so my bricklaysr used a
hammer and cold chisel, he said he could do the work in half the time if
he hnd his cutting tool. I asked him to discrite lhis precious tool, He
told me it was sheped like & pick only wmuch smaller with 2 tip at one
end anc.iike a chisel mt the other with a handle about & foot lospge. I
had palled up with & Sapper named Christiang he was & blacksmith, so I
,1aﬁken hin if ho conld make a tool for me, and he did, he pade & fine job
af 4t. Bext morning vhen we were at the Stores, drauinr our fivebricks
iy bricklayer said “They are not the yight sort mpain” but I told him to
bying them slong, he moaned all the way to the Australiszn coolhouses‘
“vghen T took Erom under .my ‘tunic this speeial tool. Hiis eyes gosgledy he
_soon cut the bricks to an exact fi% and whistled all the time, then when
A he Avasies 4 wiio ware-pleased with our work, invited us to stay to
~dinner, his:-day wes mades  We also changed the pogition of the stove and
aﬂa new gipes for the Qrderly Huty they gave .us g hundred Woodbine
_dust’ befora;ﬂhrietnaﬁ 1917 the Honmouth's packed all of wuec
‘ O amaungat us, @ ueniar \a@per
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1P tvo rarke the idntant nearly had & Ity he Txd ;
us “hbout,; ‘then eaked vhere the HeCaDs in-charze was. Soweo 14
Taint got no HeCals'ly tho Adjutant eaid “Where are you from®y he pot the
$aply, ¥The 2' Hommouths at ie Sreport don't want me any longer! B
- #giutant asked who was in charge of us and pomeone snid "The Ssnior
“Sapper is-in charge, but he won't be here just yei, he's got bud Feot.
~4gjutant was dn o fine old rage, his face looked redhot, when the Senlor
- Bapper errived we were marched off direct into the draft linés,
oo thedstoas evending 14 was raining hard so I went into the YsBsOphs hut %o
pee ® Tilme It ves Dicken's Christmes Carol, all about Scrouge, the
Ghost's and Thny Tim, I 4ién*t know then that in & fev years time 1
should be talking part 4n several of Dicken's Works on the platfors at
.oameny pleces. Before 'the end of the year anopher SBapper and 1 were on
oz way to join 231 Field Coy. Rekeos Ve travelled part of the way in
lorry's, at nunber ten Corp Headauorters we were t0ld 23%1 Coye were
popoewhere near St. (nenton. We passed wmany wiles of old trenches and
pusty berbwire, trees had been blesteé Ly shells, there vere no vilingeso
- ey farms ewven, everything was in a state of desolation, and ve waroe
hopeleasly lost. Late in the afterncon ve came to o amnld town, & ghost
towne. There were pavements but all the houses were empty. At the far end
of the Btreet we maw & board standing on the pavement, two words were
painted on it, *TOWN HMAJOR! and snddenly a pavement sleb opened and out
popped the Major. He said "Do you want me", we told him we were trying te
£ind 2%1 Coy, then he seid "Don't go any Purther ir» thie direction or
you will find yourselves in the enemy lines at St. truepton, turr right
here and walk parallel to the line and you should find someone who lknows
where they are'. S0 on our weary way we went, at last we came to &
village and bew & soldier coning on a cycle, we rtoppcd himy he was a
Sapper, we askel if he was fronw 2%1 Coye.he told us he was RUHHER -
messenger = of 229 Coy. he didn't know where 231 were but told us if we
continned %o the end of the 'village wo should find 22k Coy. eomeone
‘there wight know. Seme 224 Sappers told us 231 Coy. uver:c abt Hory , and we
Found them &t last, it was beginning to get dark. I was put Into nunber
one Section, the sther Sapper was put into e different Jevtlon so I Fldn't
‘mee wauch of him. I soon found put most 6f the men came from Yorkehire
..and Lincolushire, therefers 1 .was smore pr less & foreigner; but one chap
soon got friendly, it was BL1ll Bemmsston, he wore one stripe Jike poor
CGeeil had done, wnd after a timewe really palled uptogfther. We had
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& did miles and miles of this work, and gonerally, vhen weivorked at
Tlipight we had an Infantry vorkiag party of & hundped or nore
‘guide was sometimes sent 0 fhe:Infantry billit to show thew The Yay.
. One night 1 was told off to be the Guide, I was given instructions as to
£he whereabouts of the farp buildings where they were, 1 had never been
there before, The Passuerd for the night was sgellinston’, so once MOre
1 found myself alone, on a dark night with an urpert pisson to Torfili.
1 had been £0ld to watch out for the Sentry who upurlly stosd at the
farm gatc. st 1ast I reached the gate but conld noi ece the fentry, but
pc soon as I stepped on to the hard rough road inside the gate he chouterl
Hialt, who goes there', I stoppeé and szid "Sapper Llliott of 231 Coys R. L,
guide for your Vorking Party”, he said “Advance three peces and pive the
Possword", and I, fool that I was, had forpgotter it end seid "Kapolepn',
fie chouted "WHATH, ané I heard the bolt of hie rifle open an’ shul, an.
knev he had me covereds Then .l suddenly rem:wmbered anc spic "Ho, 10,
sorry I mean Wellington”, he said tpdvance three peces ond be recognised
I obeysd, then I could see him, He come up to we hiz rifle at his hip,
#hen said "How, who are you', I repested what I had firct gaid "Sapper
Elliottef 251 Coye Reliny guide for your Morking Tapty™, he said "Come
with me , We walke? past come farm buildinge, they b ecalle out
ngorporsl 1liott", T said "Ro Sepper ¥1liott”, but thoe figure of a wman
came out and the fentry seid , "Corporal Tlliott here is your HelBapuide
for the |orking Farty”, thoen Corporal “Mliott said , "Right, 1'11 =0 and
tell Lt. Flliott.” Fow Reader, I know you will pot belicve the lines
above, but it di¢ happen beceuse I was there., The ‘orking Party wvere
15, 0.5. Bu' = THinge Own Scottish Borderers' «—-—-e sur verpeantts nane
wos Duckby and & 2' Corporal Uaggett was vaotly like Bainsfather's
tgla Pill! whichk he used in his sketches, and ve hat & Lte.'fidebotion
pronvunced Siddebotham, we called him 23ddie, he wvas a pool and popular
Officers &4t night, even after *light's out' Puckby would come to us and
sy "ihere's an urgent dirty job mp the line thel's pol o L. done guick
any volunteers', comeonc would say, "Vho's the Officer, i 1t Sdddie,
if Sergeant said "Yec" the whole Section would want to go » 1 went on
Leave two oy three timeec whilet with 231 Coy. bpt o 1 have no thore
piarys, I cannot ctate the amte or tell yon whore the Uoy. werce wvhen 1
went. 1 remember Blckby was with us, he vorc wellingtons and washod the
mud and slueh off of them who ve started, bul my puttics were allwel
gud, and I had no. chanece o get cleaned up. Of course we had & long
rail jowrney in cattle trucks wmarked POMIG - men, h(, CHAVOU « horees §
. During the journcy an Infantrymen got out his gome of Crown and Anchor,
_pxpect most of you have seon ite On n sheet of thin cardboard sBix
quares sre worked, TeBs  Crown, Anchor, Wearts, Clube, Piamonds, Spades,

yey is pieced on oy of the squares and dice are thrown, so of vourse
ayers win or loose, Une young men lost 2117 the money he hed drawvn
ape e Llefi his Unit, %00 Trand'ss Remarks were made Ly some of the
ey the Panker - ¥ %h9-“§ﬁ*¥§Q:E&E?rﬁnniﬂg the pame = » gaid, I
ive hin ?alf;bf,théjagne?=h§#ﬁg“%ﬁ£'he past not play spaine
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She pame went .on Tor a time, then'tha 3onﬂg ded ceme back:zand pub & SOme
money on the card and the Banker asid “You Tool, your luock.
our woney up'y then the- #illy lad weid Yo, T can't loose 11 fhe time"
he pave continued and of course the lad lost nearly every'threu, the
raanker.§a1d "You had better pack up , I'm not glving you ary Boney back
thie time'. The sillly 1ad lost all of kis mopey in the end. 4% the
‘Docks two boats were vwaiting for us, the chaps ¢ll crovded Lo get on 1o
~the Tirst one, I let them go, T had becr on leave before an?. I know the
0 pnscond boat wae S.8. Snipey ® much faster twin mserew vessel. Ye left an
.7 heur or more after the first boat but arrived ot Louthazmpten leng before
“fthe other ons. I reached Victeriz station cbout $.1% Po¥., lobked up the
“platform and time of train to Bexhill and was standing nesr the big
~elock when a Red Cap - Hilitary policﬂvar ~ came up and seid "WYhat are
wou feing here in such a dirty ‘atate? ther he reslised T woe on leave
“from France, then said /0h hell, my Officer is mbout, if he secs you he
Will hove B $4t% Ye weked how long I had to weit for the trein, I told
him about half an hour. He took me over to some bin casec sn milk
churns, the people stered, then he said "Hide yourself up untill the
Aapt ninute’, lLondon was ashuaped of me, 4t Little Common one of the
- Firest guestions people asked was how soon T had to po back, they all
asked the samc guestion. Gladys and I took a walk down to Cooden beach,
wher we were goins down Cooden hill o ReS.Me = Rerinental Serrcant Major
w enprged from the gorse bushes, he stopred us and spid Y4 General is
inspoeting ue todny,why are you here welking i+ that nemner', T said "I
cpm on lesve from France', Gladys tried to take her arr away but I held
4t tipht and welked on. Ve followed us for m few steus then said "I
thought you vere ont of my chaps", then he went bochk to his 'hide's I
wan retting fed up vwith there st&y at home loud specking guys.
Bacl 4+ France 231 Coy. moved to & litile villars culle? Le Fott. The
Chateau had bLeer damarcd by shells, we had to repolr the roof as Ceneral
Gough intended to make it his Deadquariers. The crossroads had not been
‘plown up by the cnemy =« a thing he aluays Qid before leaving & ploce =
iBergebnt Buckby was semrching every ¢ellar door looking for the cneuy's
opien, This sign was a stresak of blue paint like & flash of fork
Aghtening, denoting the entrance to the sap. When on the roof T noticed
“dhere vas a feir sized lake at the yeary with & noa’ allround the
hnilding. Sergqant came and $old me thet the General'fs Sook wanted his
_ oyve Fitted up in the celler, and dthat he would gend Percy - & brlek-
Hgyver + with me. Puckby gave me one elbo pipe and told me I would have
ko. make another also T hed to weke the strajzht pipes. The chimney
“hreast wap huge, sbout dbwelve .or fourteen feet widc st the floor, #ix or
ght ﬁt the ceil*nﬁ “there was no fireplace. TFercy said V1 wvonder
g ' hen3%"started tapyinb the brze wark'ﬁzth his

‘paking the
-¢hiss) “then

ipps;i, :
ut Belf 8 hrick auta
pens The cook was -

wmight' ‘be dnmng
*%Fg ahaga ¢
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H;sap was ileoﬁa& Hlth water’ leval with the cella“ fleur, he said he

had put some Sappera there to pump it out. How many days and nights they

cogere pusping I really forget, but they could not pet &ll of the water
~oube Sgtes took me over there and seid it was & small sap, too small for

hiin 0 enters He had drawn s pair of lonp waders fron the Qalle Stores
_for we, Oh y&as, bhe dad got it all) worked out, I was the one who had to

- ¢nter the sap to investipates. ‘A8 I pulled on the waders he told me to

. beware of 'Booby traps' as he could not understand why the enemy had not

- Blown up the crossroads. Several times before, he and I had removed

"-Qﬂahatg@s left behind by the Germans, and some of them had contained a

:ﬁﬁrhpifar any wnvary persoen, but because I was small it waes my job to

. look around Tirst, then he would sguecse himself in ani eut the vires

and 80 isolate the trap. We once found & huge shell rll wired up, it

- gust have beer fifteen inches across the base and four or five feat long
“After he hadé cut the wires, he stood il up o»n end, put his shoulder to
4k and carried it oul letting 4t flop down or to all the mud, then he
grinned and said “Sowmeone slse ean carry it awvay. =~ =~ 7 am sorry Reader
for this interlude, I read in *Readers Digest' of Harch 1966 the
following lines. 'A man only 99% ecsreful is a danger to a Bomb disposal
fquad! ~ - o fow, back to the sap at Le Fott, =~ « I kneelt down on the
celler floor, then Spbt. switeched his torch on T could see threc wooden &
steps, I very carefully ran my hand all along the bottom of the first
step, then all round the ends of it, and so on to the second and third,
feelins for any wires, but could find nonc. The fourth step was undey
veter but I served that in the same way =6 the others, there vere six
steps, end when 1 stepped off the last one I was standing din water well
above iy knees, and 1 had to erouch down to wprevert my nead from
touching the roof. 5gb. directed the light of the torch along the length
of the sap, it looked & long way to the end, about twentyfive feri, X
carefully watched for any wiree ag I slowly moved rlong. When I reached
the end our couversation went like thig, Sgte = *¥hat is it, any shells
- = "o, there ic four big ceses, I expeot i{ is Aminal',- = "Can you
sece any detonaters” ,« « "Yes, two'',w « "Well, pull Tuw' outt,~ - I cebt
get this one out, it's stuck", == "Wiggle it about, push it to and fro
and up and downye « "When I pulled it down it broke ir half, And the
broken end has pot two wires on it". I knew et once that hal¥ of ‘the
charge wans safe. Buskby came splashing elong the sep like a water rat,
paking waves that ran over the top of wy waders drenching wmy feeot. He
told me to hold tHe torgh, then taking his pliers off his. belt ent the

“:wires off the broken detonater, then:he suid "Whatg arc you ¢rightened”

s&zd “ﬁat now 1'm pot, = = you s¢e Readbr, I knew that he knew the
gassea‘ 1 $h¢u£ﬁhe ierch on th her. éstonnter, “he cut the
: y hail out of th_ﬂiﬁell" which ﬁﬁﬂhd&a & bit




~arith a_hat¥ery of sixty pounders I heard his battery was at a village
‘about four miles from Le ¥oti, Bill Benniston camc with ‘me, we found the

'ranﬂ, ehera une. nn% roum. férlit on" hé'gﬁaas T B
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Et RS at Lﬁ Hott that 1 almast met .my brother ALL, he was in the R.F,&a

battery dnd were $01d that ALY had gone to a villape five wiles further

" on, we just never had the time to go any farther. e moved from lLe Hot
-apd reached @& place, the nsme of it wvas szpelt with several double B's

end C's with s diphthong, endipg with css or scc, to describe it more
fully is beyond my ability. The Coy. left here one morning, bLut olght of

- us with Sgt. Buckby vere left behind as Rearguard, vwe had to walt for

the ration cart. The hours passed, we whited and walted, then it storted
snowinge The chaps wsked Sgte if they could eat their Yiron rationg'y =

. we alveys had to carry a tin of bully becf, dop biscults and a small bag

of ten and supar, - he said 'Hot. Late alternoon SHpgt. ment of Feoubs to
Pind the ration emrt, they found it 001, it wae o G.B. wapgpon with o
tean of iz mules, stuck i» a snow drifi. Huleo can be very ctubburn
eaimaels, we hed to unherness them, take the horsec from our waggoen,
hitch then to thce ration cart and they pulled it out ar easy acs kiss
your hand. Thern the teams were changes back and we staried on our
jourrey, an’ believe re it wes some journey. Y& hai not gone far hefore
ve pot stuck apgein end hed to cleer the snow off the rord. Tt was dark
and our rifles and packs had been put on ouy wappon po that ve could use
cur shovels betier, bLut we were so loasded that they kept felling off,
Low nany times we had to dig the wagrons out 1 fail to revember. It was
51311 snovinpg and colds In the end I was pushed ur on to our wagmgon (o
lold the rifles end packe on, I was well neigh frozen. Ve reached a nain
roed al last and met the Freneh coming out riding i motor transport.

I told Puckhy that I would have to wallk or die. Like the others 1 slung
ry Fifle over my shoulder to leave my hande free but I waos frozen etiff
end fell dowr on the slippery oobble road, I fell peveral times, then
{hase Bryan vent down so I salid "I'n not the only ons that's drank?,
Ches. said "That's the first time I've fallen, you have been down Bix
timest, I kept ov falling and every time my rifle butt hit the ground
the barrel banged the back of my head, 1 counte’ the times = seven=-
eipht = mine = ten =, I fell over siwty times and felt guite knocked out
Ye came across & nawber of Prench lorrys whieh had skidded off the road,

‘then noticed some of the British horse and mule teans drawn off on {o

the grassc verge, in the end the verges on both gites of the road were
chock o bloek with the teans unhernssed, gome of the driverc were luyilsg

under their waggons wrapped in their blankets, We come to one man with a

tean of six wules stuck right across the road, he was thrashing the

animals with his whip. We told him 4T he would pu® his whip nugy we
yould help him, he put it away, then we pushes or the opokas of the
- wheels, theyturned vound on the slippord road, the mulers stood sullen,
Ahey ma&e o ‘effort at: all""he Lrivgrjunhnrnassea them than took the

the waggon € tha siﬁe of the
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: geled 'on and damé to b frirly bdbig bullding, there vere lights
n the indows, 4t was & Salvation hrmy Canteen, if over 1 blessed the
Selvation ‘Awrmy it was thet might, they were serving ‘hot -drinke and
giving it away to those of us who had no money, we wero in there for
“about half an hour, but our waggon drivers would not stop. Then on
o ‘our weary way we went. The transport stuck on the verges pot thinner
f' wntill they were all stauck, one of them was our ration cert, the
' drivers were lying on the pround under it wrapped in their blankets.
Rot o vory long sfterwards we found our Hemrpguerd waggon by 8 big
building and T heard 211} Renniston call out'ls thot you Jackie" we
kad made it at last, we were at Poulans. Of &1l the Coys. transport
only our Rearguard waggon got through, the folloving pot stuck.
lleadquarters waggon, three Scctiorn waggone, two »ontoon waggons and
watar cart. Bill zdvised me not to po inside the building es it was
erowded, not room to lay down, he smié bhe hes found a place cutside.
fie held my arm, we crossod & yerd, through o small wicket gate, then
‘he oaid "Bob your head down, the roof is low, he struck = match, we
were ir & pig sty, be hnd put the dryist of the strav in a corner,
and that's vhere we slepts ¥e heard thet ail the tor clacs Generals
werc ir town including Sarl Haipgh also the Fronclt General Voch, and
Lloyd Georpe. They held a 'Oet toprther! to geclcte how the war was
te be wone 1 remenber Donlans well for it wnao bere that I broke the
iect tooth off zy %o denture plete, ant the bottom rlate ir half.
I siso remenber when the Germanc broke throurh our front lirne and
231 Coy. were sent up, not to fight, but to fips out how far he hed
ofvanced, kecp in contact with hig and try an? jein our brolon endse
e went uz at nipht and found him easy enouph, he was in & village
and hzd big fires burning with lots of smoka. ‘e hun'about the place
211 night, some of us dur & shallow hole wilh our bwayoncts to zet into
and pushed the earth out with our hands. ¥When I ha’ finishe:s wy hole
1 found ny wedding ping was missing, as dswn broke 1 pearched all
through the turf and earth that I had pushed out ant eventually
found it. Soon after this we sav someonce coms out of the village
down the road towverdis ue. 1t was a Frenchman, dressed rather rough,
he was earrying s besket, he came through a geap in the hedre and
bepan handing oul egre to us. I #id not take any, but told our chaps
ke was 8 spy, the Royal Scots, who we hed made contact with, hustled
“nim out of it &nd he roturned to the villare. There was & Decavill « =
parroy gauge =~ - railvay track close to the hedge, we were atout
twenty feet clear of it back in the field, Suddenly a salvo of four
~shells came fros behind us, one bhurst between us and the pailway, eve
cwénk -Junt over the remd the other two made ¢irect hits on th' rails
“and they went, vails end sloeparg, falling a1l amongst vy, no one
vag seriously hurt, I-retkoned it wes’'the Hed Hajor up %o hie tricks
ErEine P S R .

L
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;ﬁnr Bectlon Officer, Lt. ¥« ordered "Number one Bection foll back Fifty
o feet', then :p Royal Scots Officer deshed up &nd £old Lte We that hie was
wopnot in charge, there would be no withdrawl, we were all at sizes and
rgevenss bub the issue was quiekly resolved, the znermy opened uy machine
sgpun fire down the -road, bwinring it to and Lro ceross ocur front, we all
had to et out quicks Our Sectien drew back zcross the ficld in opern
srder, three yerds apart, a thin khoki line, back to the next hedge we
went and lais down flat. After a few minutes two wmackine pans ui“rtbn
firins bursts, it got Yoo hot, we hai Lo move bacl agalne We were on
hlghcr ground here, the ensnmy put mp two verey lighis, one white 2né one
preen, ve wondered what the signal weant, there was & lull for seversl
mtinutes, then sowmeonc called out "There he is, I can see him dr the
diteh by that hedpge™, then he pointed to the spot, psome of the others
‘sald they could ses 'hims. Then someons said YCan't we have & go at him
B3irY, I Jooked round and saw three of our Officers, one of tham was
looking through his f£ield glesses, he passed the zlasses, the others hed
& look, then he camlled out "All right, it mny delay him & bit, loud five
rounds', he lecked throuzh his glasses agnin and saicd 'Sighis ur to
three hundred yards, - five rounds « rapid = Fire', Some of the chaps
were staandin: wp, olhers on one knee, the rest of us lyxing dovn. There
was & tidy reacket for a widnut: or two, some of t.em zust have firel ten
or more rounds. The Officoer ordered Y"Cease Fipe", then twe versy lights
arpearcd avay te our left flank, aad quickly afterwards two on our right
flank, iher wes realised vhat the signale weant, the encny had secured
his firet objective, we kneuw he would scon be after the sceonds Lur weak
affort to ‘e¢lay him was like poking & stick into & hornots nest for he
attackes savagely, we were driven bacl: £o the next hedpe, but it vas &
bir high onc witl trees &t intervils, there was s wide ;ap abouvl helf
way along it, we knev we ghould soon be driven oul apgmine Yur thin lige
sonverzed tovards this gap, it looked as though the farmer used it to
get his cows ithrouph, or perhaps our Infaptry usel it ¢2 get o and from
the front line. .5 some of the chaps crovded through the muchine gun
- swang, round and 1 sew several of them fall, whether they had jusi
stunbled or been hit I didn't kpow, but I realised it was no place for
me, il was & death tray, so I got close up to the hedge where 1 was,
looking for a thinner place Lo break throughe There wers four lince of
~barbwire, the top onc about feur feet high, &l were fustoned to the
“irees and between the trees thick posts holding tle barbwire, it was all
covered , in brambles end miing nettles. As I stood there I maw in the
adloining Tield on my lefi, number three Gectlon Gergeant, he wae & bipg
Rall man . At that very woment the gun swunp reound and I say him fall,
Ahen 1 saw D11l Benpiston and another Sapper run to his aide I took hold
of a lov branch of mn esh tres, put my oot on nokt ko the top wire,
slung my rifle over nmy shoulder then pulled myself up mud stood on the
top wire, Ny heavi was thutpinz, I wie @$ttiﬁg 1eft . bebind, &nd the
eneny were at hand. Standing therc I was a *Sitting dusk' wso I Jumped,
but & branble caught my right instep and D aled [y fert; 1 landed in
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As I looke:l arross the fizld 1 sauw my fellow Sappers 1yins down noar the
hedre 80 I ohurricd over to them end laid down. Aliorni imnediatiy ‘has.
Bryan said 'uaere ic thet stink couwins {from’y 1 tol hip i waz nme ae 1
na. tunhled inte oo open drain when 1 brolie throurh the he ce. o sald
YGet to hell out of here ther', 5o 1 noved some disturce asway. “he Royeal
seote were movins b ant mome ol i cot beiweer mo ogns fhe olher
Leppers, thon Choo. calied ouil What, have you joineu the Irnfantry
. ¢y & tolo b v outr of this lote
Thi day uor. 00y it. -hen the encwy
il Rel U We welw
I ¢ouLld Yo puard
rishiie o fler two or Lhres
cidk,y TUILEY, L
of the budldinge, sode
ceaunse they had not bigen
Yo Know how to milk
u. oo thelr Zoel. i

me 1§ X wvould
twenty or thirty
Ey&ﬁ; doyn anrc
OUTG Or pore
1 ond

~avked
o SN 2. wWere udin
oLl Lhen Lrn bullu;f

ros. y it s -kl',., ooseis TThere cont'l s

wio abari pothis ot
lcit*l foel roll &

TOVR 65
Jackis' , ne 4aid
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i how

£ Lo f£in ws, one sozop! Si 1, cuvstions £t tires like
that. doveral of the olhersn furned ury nexl norni-  tul our Leovere
forribly thinnode o il% hov h- bhal poloo :
Lergeanu, k. toll him away Juc. i. shol throurh
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A8 1 Jooked across the field I sav my fellow Sappers lying down near the
hetige s0 1 burried over to them and laid down. Aliost Ammediatly Chas,.
Pryan seid "Where is that wsiink coming from", I told him i{ was we @&s I
“had tumbled ‘dnto -an open Srain when 1 broke through the hedge. ite said

“%get to hell out of here then", so 1 moved some distance away. The Royal

Scots were moving beck andé some of them got between me and the other
Sgppers, then Chas. called out “What, heve you Joined the Infauntry
Jrckie", I told hinm I would join anything to get me out of this lot.
The dey wore on, I will not bother you Header with it. When the encmy
vacked up we wers Bt another farm ané 5gi. told me, as I was o 'Stinker!
I could be guard at the farm entrance in case the enemy attacked at
pights After two or three hours & DHapper came an’ asked me if I would
like some wuilk, PNILEK", I said, hc told me thoere were twenty or thirty
cows in one of the bulldings, some of them were lydbng down and noaning
with pain because they had not beer milked for twentyfour hours or more
ans that the chaps vho knew hovw to milk were milking all of thew ond
trying to get them up or their feei. lic brought we some mill, it was
gquite hot straight from the poor cow, you s¢e we had no food since we
left camp the night before. The next day we had it all over again, the
verey lights, the wachin: guns and get out guicke ¥“hen the enemy packed
uy the second doy fergsant told us we were being relieved. ile tool use
ceross fieliu to & road, then to a farm building on the other side of
the roac, it.wae dark, he said "There don't scem to Le muny of you',
lie took his mote book out and said "Strike a mateh™, he locked al the
ook ane Baid "When we started out or this stunt thoe Fection was twenty
¢ight strong, I had better 'Call the roll”, seven of us ansuered our
semes, then he said "Where the hell are all the others, soven ovt of
twenty eight, ¥y = = ~. ifter a long pausc he spoke coftly, 1t vas &
whisper to his usual loul volce, "Di~ any of you see mny of them, do you
Wnow anyihing, tell mc'. 46 one ansvercd, so I told hix ihst I szw BiLY
henniston o to the 2id¢ of the fergeant when he was shot down. Duckby
seid gome 02 ther were sure to show ur ir the mornin:, then we dossed
Gown for the nighte 1 could not get to sleep, I was too tired, I thourht
of Gladys, wy ~arents and Lily, should I ever see then agzain, but 1 wes
5till alive, anothev day of the war was over, and 1 had earned anoiher
tvo shillings, a bob for Gladys and & bob for me. Puring the aipht Bill
zol back, he laic down beside me, I told him why 7 smel: of plg manure,
he said "Hever mind Jackie", he didn't move away, I didn't ask him how
he had panagel to f£in. us, one doesn't ask silly guestions at times like
that. Soveral of the others turmed up nexi morning buf our ranks were
terribly thinpede 1 asked Bill how he hal got on with the wounded
Hergeant, ho $old me they got him away Just in time, “he was shot through
. both thighs, he bled like = pig, they had, lo carxy him, At was Tommy
. Hewby who helped hims . -0 : R ‘ =,
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Now Reader, may 1 please take you back to the time we arrived at Slough,
vhen we were lectured by a Staff Officer who told us that bsecause we
were in the R.Fse we nced not think we shoule go on picniecs or beano's,
because we would be First in and Last out. What I have just been writing
about was one of our 'First Ints, we were called upon to do this job
soveral times, I will not bother to describe any more of them, they were
all much the same, just horribles 1 well remember once when vwe were
relieved, marching back all mixed up with various remnants of Infantry,
the only thing that I was carrying wac e bandilier of fifty rounds of
«30% rifle ammunition, I ha® lost my equipment and rifle, but I did have
my tin hat on, some of the Infantry ha. lost everything. Generally if we
lost any kit we had to draw replacemente from (ele Stores and it vas =&t
entered in our paybook to be knocked off our pay when the war was over,
Nothing at all was ever entered in my book, so 1 suppose 'The Powers
that be'! considered it was not sltopether my fault. = = -. We moved back
I don't remember where, had to drav fresh kit and were told to get
ourselves clcaned up, ve were to be inspected by a Generals Our Officer
who wae in charge of the parace was Capt. Dawson, he was transport
0fficer 50 knew very 1ittle sbout drill, there were no other Officers on
parade, He drew us up to attention. The General told ug we had done &
fine job, how firm we had stood, it had been expected that the cnemy
vould advance eihcteen or twenty kilometers, wc had done almost all that
hac been asked of us. We hnd located him, kept in touch and Joined up
one end of our broken lins, anc that the enemy had only advanced seven
kilometers and taken five villages. lie spoke to Captes Dawson then ve got
the Order, "Fix bayonetts, slope arms, Presant arms’, then the General
seid "Dismiss the men' and Capte ordered "Dismiss', ané there wve were
standing at the Present. Fe should have given four OUrders, 'Slope arms
Order arms -~ Unfix bayonets = Slope arme -~ and then Uismisss. Ve didn't
know what to do, some of us stood perfectly still, hoping the mistake
would be rectified, some turned right and saluted, others unfixed
bayonets, the rest walked offwith bayoncis still fixed, 1 was
flabergasteds That night it came up on 'Orders for the day', The men
did an excelent ané efficent piece of work, HKore could heve been
expected of the Officerss Ah well, it was another day of the war overs
4 few days later our Coy. received four decorations, two Fritieh
ilitary Yedals and two French Croix de pguerre,- Crooce of var, «—.
Serpeant Buckby ean¢ L.Ca Benniston got the Military ledals, & Sapper in
number two Section rot & Croix de guerre, I forpet who got the other
Frepch hedale = « o I will nov write about our 'lLast Out', we were only
called upon to do this once. We were moved to the Artaientieres Sector,

it was supposed to be & quiet part of the linc. Ve wverc taken out of the
Fifth Division and put into the fourticth, the fifth had been knocked
asbout,and I believe reformed. The fourtieth wae celled a Ianton division
because most of the men were small like mea We kept the same divisional
sign, & white diesmond, but we only had it in outline. In the centre was
a white Bantom Cockeral with two osk leaves, on: each side of its head
to vepr-sent Billon VWoods We wers at Bac - son - bore nunber onc
cection wore billited &+ a farm nearer to the front linc. The farmeyr and

his wife were still living there but I dicdn't like it, it smelt of death,
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Our job was sway back at the river, I believe it was the river lys but
I'm not sure. e put pontoon bridpes across, barrel pier bridges, and
uwsed any kind of materisl to bridge it. ¥e practised putting the primers
and detonaters in the puncotton charges which were under and over the
road Buspension bridge. There were two of these road bridges, one ut
each end of the town about a mile ampart, numbor two .cction were playing
with this other onc. One afternoon Cerpe. Holden ceme to me and told me
there wae 8 little job to b: dome. ¥We walked on the river bank about
half way ovards this other road bridpge and found two piles eof posts,
sone were four or five feet long others shorter, &ll were painted vhite
at the top part. le¢ picked up a big srmfull of the lonpg ones and told me
to pick up vwhat were left and as many of the small ones ae I could carry
Then he walked away from the river into a fieldé which was flooded with
water. He said we had to put the posts in & long line up to a road. e
stuck a post in and told me to follow him, he put them in about twelve
or eighteen feet apart, then the water got shallower so we put smaller
ones in, but the pground was uneven, he was soon up to his waist in water
50 he had to chanpe his direction to find higher ground, and so it went
on shallow and deep with the result cur line of posts were all Yig Zag,
and we ran out of posts before we renched the road, he said *It will
give them a bit of a guide”, In faect we vere pretending that we had to
get pur itroops back acwoss ihe river, then when they were over destroy
all of the bridges., We played about for two weeks, our Sestion was moved
to Bac =~ san - Hore into a terrnce of houses with all the others
including Headquarters. The Pedre had & Canteen hut in our back garden,
he slept there, everything was fine and dandy, then one morning the
enemy started s bombardment, it got closer andé closer, 4 shell hit the
Canteen, exploded, the walls fell flat outwerds and the roof collapsed,
then out popped the Padre in his pyjemas, carrying his uniform, he
shonted "Help yourselves, I am leaving’. Soms of {he chaps dashed out
there to see what they could get, but I had my dixle in my hand and went
downstairs to pet my breakfast. I heard Buckby blowing his whistle, as I
reached the bottom of the stairs he came in the door. I saild "What sbout
breakfast", he 68id "e =  « = = your breakfast , get your kit on and
fall in outside., Ve quiclk marched back to the river,then took up our
appointe. positions. I was on the pontoon bridge next to the road bridge
with Corpe. Huggett with an axe ready to destroy it. Host of the others #
were working on the road bridge, undernesath and climbing up on to the
metal pirders fitting the primers and detonaters, I had nothing to do
but just wsit for any Infantry that might come along, but what we had
been pretending had now .become very real. The eneny starteé pending over
vhai{ we called sausares, they were heavy , bip mortor bombsy you heard
the gun fire, then if you Jooked up in thé right vlace you could ses
ther turning over and over like a sausage .
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The French had been clearing the Junk out of the river, old buckeis,
vedstends, bricks etc, one of their wagpons was standing all loaded un
not far from us and & sausage dropped right on it, then up the lot went.
1 could see a lump of i1 would fall close to us so both of us quickly
got down the bank and onder the bridge, 1 was &ll under except my head
when half a brick hit the brim of my tin hat and into the water it went,
I just managed to grab it before it sank, These blessed sausages kept
coming for sometime but stopyped at last. Then soon afterwards I heard a
Sapper call out "He is coming down the strect", I pot up on to the road,
looked up the sireet, yes, there he was about twenty of them, moving
about, crossing the road from house to house, Where then was our
Infantry, had he broken through our line agein. “he enemy fired & few
rounds with theilr rifles, then disappsared. Buckby told Legpett and I to

‘stand on guard and report any more movement, the rest of them went wup

the road our side of the bridpe, into a house where the charge wires
went to the discherger. Leggett and I waited snd waited, then the
gausares started again but they fell on the road near the bridge so
Leggett and I moved into the porch of the house next to the bridge and
peeped oute 4 bomb fell on the road in front of us and Legpett called
out “I'm hit, I'm hit, I saked him where he was hit, he said "In the
neck, in the neck", T lowered his resperator, undid his tunicand said
"Stand your gun dovwn B0 that I can have a look", I couldn't See any
blood ané told him so, but he got all worked up, and 1 was not looking
out for the enemy, 1 could see he was getting the wind up so 1T took him
back to the others. Ll%. W. and Sergeant Major Stead verethere, - we
ecalled him Steady =, he told me to po back on ruard, so there 1 wvas
alone once more, in the porch., After & lon:, longtime T saw movement at
the back of the houmes, men were coning down the back zardens, and in
the field. I could sce it was not our Infantry bLecmusc of the colour of
their uniform. 1t was & blueish grey, not blue lik: the French had, and
it was not the colour of the Germens. I hesitated vefore reporting it
as I watched I suddenly rumbled who they were. They were Portuguese and
what a state they were in, no kit, norifles, no tin hats, they were all
covered in mud and¢ slush, sowme had no tunics, some without trouvsers.

1 sav an Officer among them but they were beyond his control. I dashed
up the road and called out “"Sergeant, come and look, by the time figta
and I got to the bridge some of them werc starting to come acroso, and
across the pontoonbridges Then the enemy opened up his machine pun,
some went down, others turned back and went along the river bunk on the
enemy side. Some of the Sappers came out,crossed the pontoon tridge and
brought in the wounded, I saw one with & neck wound, I will not diseribe
it, he died. Buckby told me lLeggett was wounded in his leg. They all
cleare’ off bmck up the road, I waited in.the porch, T heard gunfire in
the direction of the other bridge, Pill was there somevhers, T wondered
how he wae zetting on. I heard & motor cycle coming down the street, it
was a Dispatch Rider on e twin Douglas, the encmy fired sl him from the
bedroom windows, but he crossed the bridge, saw me end stopped.
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Don't fire the bridge yet, we are trying to get two naval guns out, 1
will be back shortly", then away he went back up the street through the
enemy fire, he went out of sight, he wae & brave man, I hoped he got
through alright., Time passed, them I heard s horse nearly at & gallop,
the farmer smd hie wvife dashed over the bridge their waggon all leoamded
up with bedding, pots and pens. I kept looking out especislly at the
back geardens and st last I sav vhat I had been hoping to see, some of
our Infantry were coming, an Officer was leading a perfectly straight
column of men, as they rounded the last house to get to the bridge I
rotioned them to come over the pontoon bridge es it was lower and in
line with ¢the houses. They pot across O.Ke &nd came to me. I told the
Officer what bhed been happening, any movement we made drew enemy fire,
how he moved over the road from house to house and that we were waiting
for the two navel pguns, there vere less than twventy men with him. He
looked round and seid "Whet's in those barrels over there', I said
“"Concrete™ then he turned roun: and looked up the road and peinting to

one of the houses said "Pes of you pgo and get that Lewes gun'. Now,

did he know it wvas there or could he see that hole wvhere half a brick
had been knochked out a few feet from the doorway, any way they brought
the gun out, then he said "Three of you take the gun and ammmnition and
get behind those barreles over therc. They had to cross the bridpge, as
they went over the eneny opened up & machine gun and one of the men fell
two other men ran ou tothe bridge, one helped the wounded man back, the
other took his place behind the barrels. The enemy were getting less
cautious collecting topether and started walking down the street. The
Officer called out "Hold your fire, = =~ wait for it, » = wait for it, =
Prepare to firc, » « Fire', I hsd been watching all the time and I Bav a
blank epace amonpg the enemy, some ¢of them ran into the houses, about
half of them lay in the strect. This rumpus dbrought the Sgt. and Seppers
out, when Buckby saw the Infantry he came down to uc so I reported to
bhim the visit of the Dispateh Rider and as T spoke I heard the motor
bike coming back. He rode up to me and said "We can't get the pguns out
but we heve destroyed the breach blockes, the catapillers will be here
any minute, as soorn as they arc over blovw the bridpge". Buckby heard all
this and said to mo "Pell Huggett to destroy the pontoon bridege", I
dashed away and therc was Huggett, I had not seen him for bours, he must
have been under the bridge all that time, He started slashing the botton
of the first pontoon, encoy side, with the axe, the water came flooding
in, then the axe jaomed and he couldn't pet it out. I wes throwing the
chesses overbomrd, he got the axe free &nd came to the next pontoon
stroddle leged over the rosd bearers, 1 dislodged them, théLall that lot
floated away down stream. This we repeatéd untill all of the pontoons,
chesses and road bearers were floating eway, some of the pontoons sank
quickly, others went a long wayas
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As I reached the road 1 could hear the catapillers coming. The enemy had
been very gquiet for some time but as the catapillers came down tbe
street the enemy fired &t them from the bedroom windows but they
continued on their wey and passed over the bridge, the drivers faces
vere grim ani set. All that had to be done now was to blow the hridge.
The Infantry Officer ordered his gun crew back over the bridge, then

ve all went up to the house where the discharger was. Who pressed the
handle down I didn't see, I expect it was Buckby, the detonaters and
primers blew but not the main charges. Steady said "What do we do new',
Buckby said "We have no more electric detonaters, we must use alow fuse
but the detonaters and primers will have to boe fitted to the miin
charges", The pun crew were sent back over to their station to give
covering fire, the Seppers had to climb all over the metal girders again
and underneath to do the neccessary worke Durirg this interlude 1
noticed our Lit. We was not there, somcone said ‘he had done a guy',
meaning that be had deserted us, ¥hen all was ready, and the gun crew
brought back, Puckby 1it the fusec., I hed my cdoubts aboul the charge
blowing so I peepec round the corner of the house, the detonnters and
primers blew but not the main charges. Steady sald "Now what can be done”
Buckby said "We have only instantanious fuse left and shall have to %ry
it, of course the detonaters and primers will bave to be fitted", Steamdy
said "How many feeot per second does this red fuse burn', IPuckby sald
kSixty feet", Steady said "How much of it have you got', Buckby said
Ysixty feet"s All of the previous procecedings were repeated, the gun crew
moved over, the Sappers did their job, then the red fuse ves stretched
out, it only reached half way back to our house and Buckby saia’l will
light it". I knew that he knew the main charges would not blow and 1
suppose I did a silly, & foolish thing, for 1 walked part way down the
road with him end watched as he went to the end of the red fuse., At the
same second ms he 1it it the detonaters and primers blew but not the
meir charpes, now we were &nok, hothing more could be done. After Lte Ve
had gone, Steamdy had been in charge of us, and of all the Sappers
standing there, he came to me and said "You must be my Runner'. Ve
walked up the road away from the bridge whioh had been the scens of all
our endeavours, in which ve bad faileds 1 supposc I ought to have felt
honoured to have been chosen, but he was following in the footsteps of
Lt. Wae 4 I looked upon him as & deserter, he was making me one too, 1
hated the man, I was leaving wy comrades to their fate, to get out of it
in the best way they could, Ve walked on and on for peveral miles, then
rounding & curve in the road, I saw mhead something laying in the road,
it looked like » bundle of sandbags, acs we drew nearer I could sece it
was & soldier. I stopped but Steady walked on then turned his head and
snid "Step out", I looked at the lad lying there in the middle of the
road, he had webb kit and tin hat on, 1 could nolt see any blood, he did
not seenm to be dammged in any way » 1 said to Steady "Can't we 1ift hin
over to the grass verge', Bteady said "You know the orders, no dend
person to be touched, be they friend or foe", I told him if & Ratior
cart or augply colunn cenme along in the dark he would be run over,

Steady said Yo not touech him, the charge would be serious.

~
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But I still pleaded, the horaesss would Bee him, they might smell death,
they would refuse to pass, the Drivers would have trouble, somecne
might get killed. I looked st Steady, he looked furious, I really
velieve he would have reported it if I had touched the poor lad.

Much to my sorrow we left hiwm lying there. On we walked again , Steady
asked we for & cipgarette, then he wanted a match, the chap vas n
scrounger too, I felt like shooting him down and leaving him in the
niddle of the road. low far we walked that evening I cannot say, its too
long ago to remenber. Steady stopped at a gateway, then pointing across
the road said "There's a trench over there', and he wus gone. 1 got into
the trench, laid down on half of ey proundsheet, pulled the rest of it
over my body. I was in battle order, my pack,overcoat and blanket were
in my billit at Bac-san- lore, now in the hends of the enemy. I woke
early, frozen stiff, there had been severe frost that night. T graduslly
meved myself about, eat up, then stood up, after & minute or two 1 heard
voices, T whlked mcross the road to the gateway anc found some of the
sappers, I looked around for Bill but could not find him. I asked Chas.
Bryan vhere he was, he told me that Bill got shot in the neck, right
throungh his double chin, he said he told Bill he ought to have kept hie
headé down and Bill had saicd if he had he would have got it through his
brain box. Chas, continued, I was with Bill along on the river bank, it
was alright for & time, then a machine pgun opencd up at them. they
thought the gunman was half way up a tall round chimney which had a
round shell-hole in it. It pot too hot, they had to get into the field
flooded with water and follow some white posts stuck into the ground.
The water wae deep in places, some of them swam for it, but Tug Wilson
the Snob - boot repairer = was drowned, others too perhaps. Chas. also
told me that when the bombardment started Headquariers got'out quick.
One of the cooke told him, Charlie, number one Section cook found a jar
of rum &nd had said "I'm not running anymore, I've had enough, but I'1il
be home before you silly « w & « w w'", the cook said Charlie was half
drunk when he left him, and Charlie was 8till drinkins. ULow Reader,
please remember Charlie, becmuse the tele is only half tolds The Coy.
moved oy apein, 1 forpet where we landed, but I do remember being st =
place named Holst. Our Section was bLillited in 2 big durout in the bank
of & sunken road, it was the bipest and deepest durout 1 was ever in,

It had twentyfour steps down into it, 'twes all bunked out two tiers
high, the roof and walle shored upy with timber. Cne night we ha- to go
to Bullygourt, about a mile distant, to stiraiphten and clean up n fire
trench, there had been fierce fighting, I found it well neipgh impossible
to use o shovel, the place secmed o be littered with half rotten sand
begs, 80 I used & plck. we finished the job at daybreak, and as usual I
pushed the mud off the pick with my foot but there was & plece of sand
bag stuck in the hole where the handle goes throughe. I pulled it out
with my finpers and found it was a piece of a Scoteh lads kilt, had I
beon disturbing our own Boldiers graves.
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Ve moved .some little distance awaey into some huts and were told we werc
tStanding by's The day passed, nothing hrppened, orders vere, 'no
clothes to be taken off, puttres and boote te be worn day and night'.
The pecond day passed, nothing happened, so that night I took my puttees
and bvoots off. During the night Buckby bashed the hut deor open and
shouted "Stand to, fall in outside in doublc guick time™ I was the last
one cut boots and puttees only half done up. Cyclists had to get their
cycles, then Buckby took us to some crossroads, the roads were not amt
right engles, the main road eplit into two or three roads leading to the
front line near 8t. tuenton. I was sent along one of these roads wngd
told to find the C.5.,Ns 0f the Ka0,Y.1.I8. and enquire if his machine
gun posts were intact. ¥We had withdrawn from our proper fire trenches
and left a series of machine gun posts. I rode along for half a mile or
mere, then 1 heard & horse walking in front, I knew it could mot be the
eneny, so thought it was & stray broken loose. I slowed up, kept to the
side of the road 88 T did not want to ride into it. I{ was in the middle
of the road and T saw 2 figure mounted on iti. The horse atopped then the
rider paid "Is that a Sapper", I sald "Yes Zir, Z1liott number one
Section", he $0ld me hc had beern 8 mile up the road and that there
should be a road turning left but he could not find it. Continuing he
said he had found s rough track, but therc was a trench and barbwire, it
was no place for a horse, perhaps if 1 was carcful I could do bebter.

I found the track O.K, pushed my bike past the barbwire but had not gone
far before I ¢ame {0 more barbwire and so 1 carried on. The trench was
not straight, hov far I walked, dodging the trench and wire 1 dont't
remenber, as dawn broke I came to a road so up the road I went very
slowly, I rode for about a mile then the road curved round to the left
snd widened into a sort of lay by and what a shock I pot, for there
etood & German, I rode straight into the ditch out of his sight. ‘hen

I had got my breath and wits back, 1 crept along untill I could sse hinm
aradin, he had now got his tuni: off and was washinpg his face and neck,
A I watched I wondered if I hed missed our gun posts and if the enewmy
had get & patrol through so I very cautiously moved alonp the ditch so
that I could see more., There stood another German dryine himsel? with s
towel, s0 1 moved o wee bit more and was greatly relieved to see a
KeCueYeLele privatce, his rifle st the ready. 1 stepped out into the road,
There were about twenty CGermans with three Ke0aYel.X, watching them, the
Huns were prisoners., I savw the KeDeValalas Calllle and told hdm it lookel
as though his gun posts were intect, he told we ho was about to bring a
prisoner down for questioning. A I stood there m Sapper brought s
German out then the three of ithen walked down the road topgether. I rode
vack and reported to Buckby, he told me to get beck up the road some
little way and join the rest of our Section eho werce ir a trench. It

was a fire trench , but wvhai a long way back from our muchine gun postis.
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During the day patrols were sent out to patrol up and down the barbwire
entanglements and so the day passed. The patrols went on during the
pight, we were doing exactly the same #s the Infantry did in the front
line. In the early hours of the morning I was still standing on the fire

into no-pans land vhen I heard a movement behind me and

saw & big tell soldier go by, then another snd another. The third one

"What regiment are you", I said "R.Es.", he said

"Be jabbers, R.Es. holding the front line, I've never known it before",
I asked who he wesn, he seid, "Irish Guards'". Yes Reader, the trench

front line trench in front of &St. Quenton, the date,

the twenty second or third of March 1918, we were beoing relieved by the
Irish Guards, and on that day the Germans made their final attempt to
win the war. The enemy started his bombardment about daybresk, it got
ecloser and closer, when we could see the shells bursting we were

withdrawn from the trench, Cyclists had to collect thelr cycless. Our
Section had four bikes but only three riders were there, TRuckby saild

"Phey are dead,
only the nervesh

gix wvere getting
heads of the two
hernessed to the
they pawled with
driver off, then

asked him how he

"You will have to take all of the bikes, youw can ride and lead Jackie s0
you take two of them", I took the two bikes out on to the rosa’ and had
just mounted when L.Ce Sharples called out and said he would teke the
spare one. By this time the two other cyclists werc away up the road.

It was not a sunken road but had high banks on both siden eight or ten
feet high, I caught up with the other riders, as I did so & shell burst
on the top of the bank, right &t the fect of two Infantry men, they werec
flung about twelve feet into the air and landed all mixed up together on
to the road. I sloved up and called to Tommy Rewby but he rode on saying

1 t01d him I thought I saw a foot move, he saild "That's
We rode on and got to Gommecourt but the road here wvas

jamped up by a transport column, we had to stop. /s shells were falling
round about we got behind a demolished building and waited. The horses
were gotting restless, the column wae stationary, the leading team of

out of hand, 4two drivers dismounted then stood at the
leading pairs, leaving one driver mounted on the pair
wvaggone The leading pair of greys became unmanageable
their front feet and suddenly reared up and threw the
avay the Jot went in a wildé gallop with an RuCl0.

ralloping after them, the rest of the column pot started and we followed
1 asked Tommy where we were going, he said he didn't know &s wmobody had
told him. e rode on for m mile or more and came to some big huts, I
noticed some of the men in front left the columnswent to one of the huis
then returned carrying something in his arms. When we got to the hut wve
found loavaes of bread and cheese were being given out, so we stopped,
Tommy went to the hut and came back with a loaf also some cheese,y I

had worked it, he said & chap &sked hinp *How many!

Tommy said 'Three'. You see Reader, the Stores were clearing out before
the enemy could get there, we sat down on the grass , then ste the lot.
Off we went again and after a tiwve met Hemingwny our Headquarters Runner
on his bike, he told us where to find Heamdguarters,
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Percy the Orderly Sergeant asked what we were doing there, told us to
wait and said an Officer was going up the line when it pot dark so we
could go back with him. When the Officer collected us it was 5idde, we
333 not go back up the road but across fields then crossed a sunken road
At the top of the bank there were bushes, Sidde said "Crowd aroung me I
went to look st my compass, crowd around like a Rugby Scrum, we are
under observation he muet not see my torch, he looked st his compass and
said "It is this way", then we eventually found ourselves back at
Gonmecourt. That night we stuck up barbwire, but first we piled our
rifles in a long line, I was in a carrying party, we had to go to a
shattered barn for the posts and barbwire, it was dark, I couldn't find
anything, the others picked up something and were avaye. Just as I was
leaving empty handed I kicked into & roll of wire, 1 picked it up and
hurried out but had not gone far before a machine gun opened up behind
me, I flopped down and crawled into a shell hole. “he gun fired another
burst, I could see the flash, then 1 heard Buckby's whistle, I dasched
back to the others, they were all lined up with rifles so I groped about
to find one. Someone shouted "Fall in there" I joined the others but
with no rifle. luggett was behind m: so I told him, after = minute oxr
two he handed me one. Our OuCs. Major B. was seying he did not knov guite
what was happening, it might be an enemy patrol had got through, =0
"Load five rounds", I knew the rifle I had wes not mine so I opened the
bolt part way, slid my thumb across the top of the megazine to find out
if it was loaded, it was full up with ten rounds of ammunition, I closed
the bolt, I soon realized that sowe of the others had not got their own
rifles Tor someone let a round off. Major said "Vho fired that round",
and almost immediatly another round was fired. Iejor ordered "Unload,
everyone unload, if he comes you wmust get into him with your bayonetts' .
We moved back Fairly clos: to the shattered barn then floppe¢ down three
yards apart. Sconts were sent to investigate, they found no one. We lay
there all that night, but nothing happened, the next night we had to
finssh the wiring. fext day we moved off on to & roal an. after marching
a mile we halted, word went round that we vere belng relieved, Yhilst we
waited I Looked about to see if anyone hai my rifle, it was not the
colour wood as most rifles but like the colour of & horse chestnut that
boys play 'conkers'with. I soon spotted it, Robby Clark of number two
Section had it. I told Hugeett I wanted it back, ke took me over to
Hobby, then asked me the number of it, of course I was able to run the
six figures off guickly and correctly, so got it back, In days past vhen
geing on guard duties I was almost always made 'Waiting man' nol because
of my smartness but because my rifle was new. Steady always inspected
the nevw puard and 'Waiting men' only had to fetch the meals for the
guard, ho sentry duty to do day or night. Ons or two cheps asked to
borrow wy rifle and I foolishly let them have it, To one of them Steady
seid "Is this your rifle", he said "Yes Sir", then Stealdy asked him the
aumber of it and he could not tell him dut said that he must have picked
up the wrong one in his hurry to get on parade. What & yarn to tell
Steasdy when he had rumbled what was goling on, both of us only Jjust
missed the Guard room by & hair's breadth.




1614 « 1918 PAGE 95
“E¥ WAR Continued
France 1918 « 231 Fld. Coys RsE.

A Coy. of R.Es. relieved us and ve moved off at eleven o'clock and
stopped at some huts, Yates, our cook made e dixie of tea. Whilst
drinking I noticed one of our observation planes flying to and fro, the
enemy fired at it constantly then at last it lost height and game down
a hundred yards from the hute so I ran to it, there were B0 many wires

I had aifficulty to reach the Pilet who was lurched forvward his head
resting on the instrument panel. I pushed him up into a sitting position
then tried to unbuckle his wide belt but it was very tight, I held him
up with my left arm but wented both hands at the two or three buckles.
041 and vater or petrol was running out on to the ground, his face vas
turning an avful bluish golour, I could not do anything for him, I vas
not strong enough, then shells began bursting sll around everywhere and
1 heard Buckby's whistle, no one came to help me, 5o I was forced to
leave, after letting his head down gently on to the pmnel. #As I joined
the others we moved out on to the read, we marched on and on with five
minutes halt in every hour. We came to a small acrodrome the hangers and
every building and hut had been set on fire it wvas all ablaze, the
scorched earth policy. We heard that the R.hs Coy. who had relieved us
had all been teken prisoncrs by two thirty, leadquarters and all. Ye
merched 81l that day and night also part of the next day, the shebhing
continuned but we were generally just out of range. I didn't know if we
were moving beck from the line or parallel with it. During the night,
vhen we were resting , I must have pone to sleep for when T woke up the
chaps were tripping up and stepping over me as I lay in the road and 1
heard someonc eay '"Come on Jackie we are off again'. How far the encnmy
advenced I cannot say nor do I know the plage at which we stopped, but I
do remember number one Section had te straighten up an ReE. park or dump
this is sowmething else you will never believe, for our vorking party
were Chineese coolies. They had no idea a! all how to manhandle long,
heavy bulks of iimber. I had six of them, by hand motion I at last got
them facing each other with the bulk of timber at their fect, then the
two &t one end got it on to their shoulders, I bad to dash te the other
end to mesist them vhile the middle two stood looking on end saying
“San goo de lah', that's all they said all day long, "San goo de lah® it
was enoush to drive a chap 'bonkers’s 1 got them moving at last, but
instend of resting the end of the timber on té the pile the end two

& dropped it end the vibration dislodged 4t from the shounlders of the
others. One was rubbing hie shoulder, another hopping about holding his
foot, I looked at them to sce if any damage had been done, it was
nothing' serious, then I noticed two of them wcre missinge T looked
behind one of the high stacks of timber, yes, there they werc, sitting
¢lose topether with a square of paper on thelir knees, the paper had
pguares nerked on it, and two small pebbles lay orn it , it looked as
though they vwepe playing the gemg that my Pa called 'Fox nnd geese', T
shoutes, the paper and stones disappeared ac if by magic, but onc of
them dropped a knife which flashed out of my sight. Before the day
finished I discavered that all ef them had a2 knife up their sleeve and
we parted company with a chorns of "San goo de lahts, a5 to whethor they

gire swear words, 1 don't know, but it really ves Chineesc to me that
Be,
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Bill Bennistor got back with us, ve moved several times, at one place I

" remember we were in e tent in a shattercd barm, & shell splinter hit the
roof and something small hit between the sccond and third finger of my
left hand, it bled for & bit but it was only & scratch. Ve heard that
when the enemy sttacked at St. Quenton, he came over in columns of eight
in massed formation. Our machine guniers mowed him down like ninepine
untill the guns got too hot to handle, the guns cemsed up, but thu eneny
overran them like & steamrollers I sew some of the gunners coming back
vhen they vere relieved end in the column of tircd marching men wvere a
punber of Irish Guards. We woved into huts, but I have no idea where the
place wase When the enemy's linec of communication were stretched to
their linits, the British counter attacked. I had heard, secen and
experienced more than one enemy assault, but this affair of ours vas
extraordinary, the ground trbmbled, our hut shook and wobbled,
everything fell off the shelves and it went on an? on day and night,
when it calmed down & bit our Coye. =sent out patrols, just to have & look
‘around., On: day a patrol returned and reported they had been to a
villare which had been in enemy hands and that the few villagers
remainzing there told them the enemy had cleared off six hours before
they arrived. Other villages were visited, the French people told them
the same story. we moved to Hooplines near Armentiers, every evening it
vas shelled with nustard gas, the place reeked of 1tf, we had to use our
resperators almost continuously, several times I slept with my gasmask
on, w¢ were not supposed to do this, Ve were not long at Hooplines.

On a certain afternoon Sgte Buckby told me I was wanted at the Orderly
room, Percy the Urderly Sergeant gave mc a special message to take to
the CoReFe hic Headquarters were at Winneseal, Percy told me 1 had a
good long way to go, in pleces the crossroads had been blown up and that
I would have to crose trestle snd pontoon bridges, but T must keep to thd
pain road as much &s poesible. It was late in the afternoon, duek was
falling when 1 started, and here I was alone again, on my old bike with
a specinl wessepge to deliver at a plase I had never before been. I rode
s good distance, then lit my oil lamp, I ¥new that the enemy was falling
backs I crossed the bridges but had some diffieulity to regain the road
pecause of barbwire entanglements. Winneseal was all in darkness, the
CoReEts Office woe in the muin street, the hands of the clock pointed to
ten minutes past nine, and thore stood It. We who had left us in
difficultics at the bridge at Bac-san-moore. He smiled, took the messaype.
into an jinncr rooun. He came back and asked me if 1 had hed enything to
eat, I told him not since breakfust, he brought me a mug of tea also
bread and cheese, then told me 224 Coy. Runner was there so we pould go
back topether, he also eaid they had & peport saying our Infaniry wvere
on the outskirtse of Lillea.
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As 224 Coy. Runner and I were coming out to atart our return journey
Li. ¥W. Baid "There is just one more thing, 224 Coy. mre still at
Armentiers but 231 Coy. have left Hooplines a&nd are moving along the
wain road to Lille™, then to me he said "You will probably find them
near Warcouin", I asked 224 Runner if he had been to Winneseal in
deylight, he sald "Yes", so I saked him to lead the ways. it the bridges
he got back on to the romd much guicker than 1 had done on my outward
journey. I left him at Armentiers and leaving Hooplines on my left

. gontinued along the main road to Lille. How far I rode 1 do not remember
4%t was & long wey, then I found transport halted on the grass verges, so
1 stopped and locked for the Divisional sign, it was a square half vas
red the other half blue, on good to we, I was looking for the white
diamond with the white Bantom on 4t. I rode on stopping every little
while, at last I found it, I was looking at number one Section Tool-carti
then I heard Ystes our cook call out "Is that you Jackie§y he told me he

had saved some hot steow and that I had better pget my head down as we werg

moving off at three Al. I reported my return to Fercy and asked him the
time, it was just turned one AM. Yates gave me & blanket, then I laid
down beside his Tire. I suppose I elept for sbout an hour, when 1 woke
up Yates was busy prepering breakfast and I soon hearl the Drivers
harnessing up their horses and mules, so I got up then had my breakfast.
Soon I heard Buckby telling number one Section to fall in, cyclists to
parade with cycles. He called the Roll and reported "All present and
correct"” to Kaojor B. who wes standing there with & c¢ycle, then Hajor
ordered "Cycliets follow me", and off he rode at breakneck specd with wve
four fappers mfter him. ¥e went throupgh Warcoui- non-stop and reached
Roubaix, here we found the main road bridge over the river blown up elso
a footbridge not far awvay. Hajor said & trestle bridge would have to be
built across, then told us to scrounge all the heavy timber we could
find. There were a number of telepgraph poles round about with the wires
2ll broken and hanging down so 1 asked Major if they could be used, he
sald "Yes.yes, anything". Some French people werc cheering and waving,
I wenl to two of the men and ssid "Ally avec moir, veet vest -~ pgo with
me quick quick =, I took them to ene of the poles anc by hené motioen
pretended to saw it down, one of them compreed straight away and dashed
off quickly returning with a big cross-cut saw, we soon cut it down and
started on the others. = ~ 7lease Reader forgive me for this short break
in my story.- - 1 have a Picture card showing the Fermans retreating
from Dullens, the printing on it is ms follows, i.0.7. Guerre 191k -
1915, Somme. Depart 4es Allemands le Mercredi 9 Septembre A 6 I

pu Hatine This means the Germenso departed from Nullens on Vednesday the

9! September at 6-30 A,lN. = = It must have been aboul thir date that we
were chaging him out of Roubaix and Lille, but we should never cateh up
with him now becsuse of this btlown up road bridge. Yhen the Sappers and
toolcart arrived, Buckby took @« to the foot bridpe to cleer it awvay so
that & pontoon bkridpge could be put across. It was an all metal bridge,
we used about 16 slabs of guncotton in emeld) charpges to break it up, it
took ue all day.
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Ve all returned to Warcouin and were billited in & big dbarn. That night
after Buckby had read out 'Orders for the day' he told us Ymtes had gone
sick and called for Volunteers for the cooks job and & cooks mate, no
one volunteercd, then he said to Tommy Newby "You were matey with Yates
and sometimes helped him out 50 you must be cook and Jackie your nate',
we both said we didn't want the job dbul were ordered to do it. Breekfast
was 8t Bix A.Mas them the Section went to Roubaix to get on with the
bridge. The second or third day , when they got back they told us that
during the night the bridge had been shelled and part of what they had
put up was knocked down, this happened several times but they got it
finished good enough to get the Infantry over. Then one day they said
that an Infantry man had called out "There is an Armistice’ but his
Officer stopped him saying "Stop that loose talk, there is no Armisticef
we fight on's, The Sappers also told us two Stsff Officers had arrived at
tbe bridge and altho the transport was piling up, they would not allow
it to croes saying it was not sirong enough to carry heavy vehicals.
Then a battery of fifteen pounders turned up and the Major O.Ce in
charge had an argument with the Staff Officers. lle told them if columns
of Infantry four abreast could cross in pafety, then the bridge would
carry his guns, then on his horse, he rode on to the bridge and ordered
the first gun crew forward. They crossed Oele with horses, limber and gun
then the second crew crossed, as the third pgun crew crossed one side of
one of the trestles sank about a foot into the bed of the river, slightly
canting the roadway but they crossed, the fourth also got over. When I
neard of all this I reckoned it must have been the ad Fajor up to hia
tricke again., The Sappers had to reise the ledger of the faulty trestle .
to level up the roadway, then all of the transport got over anc there
was no more trouble. Our Coy. was offiecally complenented on the strenpgth
of the bridge and the speed in which it had been erected.~ - How Reader,
This bridge must have been a replica or copy of the trestle bridge that
the local Sussex Royal Engineers duilt which was teken to the Rele
training school at Chatham, I have already written about this in my
quotation of the issue of the Beghill Observer dated 11' March 1916, - -
JYe moved to St. Mourice & suburbd of Lille, the Bappers were billited in
the School, the LK.CeOse in privale houses, Fill arranged for m: to be
with him. He tolc me we were billited with en elderly lady, & widow
named Hadame V Diplanck -~ pronanced Diplong - at 72 Rue Yourmental
&%, Fourice Lille. When this good lady hearé 1 was the cook she called
me ‘La guiseen'y, ob the wall of the living room was a picture frame
enclosing a Certificate of Merit, stating Lhat Monsieur Diplanck had for
g long time served his country feithfully as Minister of Interipp which
was equal to the Pritish Home Secretary. FKama Frances , Bs vwe called her
often spoke of the enjoyable times ghe and her husband hdswlspent in
london going to Banquits end 0ffice)l Affairs, but here she now was
iiving on "Petit Tartecen, = small ioaf of bread,- and 'La grezz Americ'e
colourless margarine,- - sugmented with dendelion leaves from the small
gerden. Low this elegant end dignified lady must heve suffered during
the war,no wonder she welcomed e with open arms and called us her
liberators, when she learned beth of us hac beer wounded, the toors ran
down her theeke for Beversl wminumtes,
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Apn aged woman came in every day to do the 'Chores', hovw she managed to
see to do anything I don't know for her eyes were crossed like

Ben Turpin the American film Actor, she looked terrible poer soul, lier
name was Celine, Hadame ordered her about a lot, every evening when she
left Madame told her to be sure to have a cup of coffee ready fop
Honsieur John in the morning, I had to rise early to help Tommy preparc
breakfast for our Section. Tommy and I soon got fed up with our job so
arrangenentis were made for all Sections to Mess topether and other coolis
were appointed. One day Hadame had visitors arrive, there was Clemas &
woman aged about fourty, her sister Marie, a little younger ang %their
Fother very old. Clemas was always busy about the house but poor,frail
little HMarie oat knitting all day long, her hands full of needles with
several more stuck into her waist belt and she used them s8ll in a most
elaborate design, the wool she used was very dull, black or brown. Often
in the evening we played Nepoleon with cards like the ‘nglish game of
¥ap, probadbly that's vhere we got the name Kap from. We had counters or
chips of various shapes and colours, I very often finished up owing Fama
or Clemas two or three hundred francs, it was fine fun and passed the
dark evenings plessantly. Fumber one Section had one last Job te do, the
cnemy had blown up the double arch that cerried the wmain double railway
et the uotskirts of Lille., The wide Toulevard was completely klocked
with rubble end the sixteer rails were all hanging down like long
fingers. ¥e hndé a gang up or the railway track with ascetalyne blow lawmps
to sever the rails, we used the mleepers to build up a pile to take the
weight of the broken rails to maske them fall flat to preveni them from
sticking into the raod when they fell. Alsc we had a Tractiorn wEngine
vith a revolving drum on which was a long steel rope to drag the rails
avay up the road. It took us about two weeks to clear the plece up, then
the trawms and transport got movinga. Soon a&fiter this some of the Sappers
who were coal miners were relemsed and sent home to Elighty,lucky chaps,
Bill Lenniston was one of them and others who were going to work for
their old employers gradually left us. One morning as we were standing
about at the school we saW & colunn of soldiers coming along the road,
they were prisoners being repatreated and in the front rank one of them
was waving his arm and shouting "1 teold you so, I told you 80, VYes
Readery it was Charlie our cold cook who had got drunk with the rum he
*pinched’, who had 8sid he was pot running any more &t Bac~ san- Xoorc.
One evening when we were vplaying Fapoleon there wac a knock on the front
door, the women looked startled so I answered it, it was Sergeant Buckby
he wanied writing paper and envelope, oh yee he knew where to come when
he wanted mnything. I never esavw him agein, I coul: almest say thank
goodness, About this time I got my last Leave and visited MHr, Jackson at
Horsham, he appliec for my release from the 4rmy but because I had not
worksd for him bvefore the war it was refused, I had to siay on to the
bitter ends 231 Coy. was made up to 'Cadre' strength to go forwvard with
our Army on the Rhine, 1 was tranaferred to 279 Coy. and came home with
them in March 191%9. And Header 1 was quite right when I told my mates 8t

Southampton that was when they would get home, because it was the number
on my first rifle,
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There was just one more thing to do and that was to say 'Good-bye to
¥ama Frances, what an ordeal it proved te be, I had to kiss her on both
cheeks, she shed a few tears, Clemas was trying to say something, balf
in French, balfin English, then at last 1 understood what she meant,
#yould it be wrong to say I love you', Gosh; was she just tryiang to be
friendly or was she proposing t¢ me, I kissed her hand and hurried to
poor, frail 1ittle Kerie who had been weeping all the time, I patted her
hand, elso Grandma's, picked up my kit and left,

The remnants of 229 Coy. landed at Folkeston, we were billited in big
empty houses opposite the parade for two nights, then on to the Crystal
Palace. As we lay on the grass near the Big Wheel I noticed it was a
mass of rust. We soon got our *Ticket' and standing there beside me was
the Sapper who had been with me when we were irying to find 231 Coy. at
Mory. He Baid "How far have you to go", I said "Victorisz, then change
trains for Bexhill", He said "I shall be home in ten minutes, I live

Bt Pelge, = = =,

With the war over, I regretted the death of Cecil and the others of
2'Home Counties Coy. and 231 Coy. also my school day chums whose names
are on the Little Common War Memorial, George Hope's name should be on
the Bexhill Hemorial I have on two occasions looked for it but failed to
find it, possibly it is with the other names of the Buffs entered in the
sacred book in Canterbury Cathedral. = = « In years past 1 have
looked at this Book two or three times, I understand s page is turned
ench day but I have never secn George Hope entered. +When on holiday
this year, September 1970, Gladys end I visited Canterbury Cathedral
again, we found the Chapel where the Fook of the Buffqgho fell in the
two Yorld Wars is kept but the Chapel gates were closeds = =~ = o

I still wish thet I could have helped to build the Trestle bridge at
Roubaix instead of being cook's mate, I console myself with the fact
that it was my idea to use the telegraph poles.




